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But a combination of three pounds of orchard grass and six pounds of Lincoln
bromegrass instead of eight pounds of Lincoln in the first mixture gave a much dif-
ferent pasture--one with 18 per cent legume and 82 per cent grass,

However, orchard -rass isn't winter-hardy--so it can't be used as the only
grass in a Minnesota pasture mixture.

Another possible bloat-preventer is feeding cows fram 10 to 20 pounds of Sudan
grass hay, or other grass hay, the night before they go on good legume pasture.
Sudan is a scratchy material and as the rumen throws it around it may act as a
stimnlator. Sellers believes the “door-opening® reflex may start as a result of
something stimulating the inside floor of the rumen--as the material shifts about.
The scratchy Sudan might have a heavy encugh stimulation to spark the reflex even
if the vagus nerve were partly "put to sleep™ by a "blocker.”

One clue, uncovered by Soilsman Paul Burson, is the fact that cows are much
more likely to bloat on grass from highly-phosphated fields. Another: ensiling
alfalfa puts the "blocker® substances out of action,

CAPTION FOR PICTURRBs

Veterinary Medicine Student Thomas E. Lucas checks over connections in the
four-hour long job of hooking & cow up to the electronic mwnu which measure
her rumen, lung and heart activity. A microphons strapped to her throat picks wp
and amplifies the very quiet belch, Sensitive electronic devices measure movements
in each part of the rumen and record them with a pen on a revolving drum., A ﬁajor
ramen movement takes place about once a minute, with 211 the parts of the rumen
moving. The belch follows a rumen movement by abolt three szeconds. A very low
electric current can be fed into the silver wires that run to her vagus nerve. The
current apparently does not annoy her, baut it is strong enough to step up rumen cone
tractions from one a minute to about one every 10 seconds. When current is shut off,

the rumen goes back to its old contiraction rate.
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WHY FRUIT TREES DON'T BEAR -= Horticulture Short Course

Weakening of a fruit tree by insect or disease injury may be one of the
reasons why it ceases to produce after bearing for a period of years, a Univer=
sity of Minnesota horticulturist told home gardeners today (Thursday p.m.) at
the annual horticulture short course on the St. Paul campus,

A, A, Piringer, assistant professor of horticulture,pointed out that many
amateur fruit growers are c¢oncerned at times because their trees do not begin
to bear as soon after being planted as they had expected or do not bear as
abundantly as they wish, Though the reason for this nonebearing is sometimes
obscure, usually the failure is due to one of several recognized factors, As
the most common reasons for non=-fruiting Dr, Piringer listed these: age of tree,
climatic coenditions during bloom, winter injury to buds, self=-unfruitfulness,
nutritional condition of the tree and weakening by insect or disease injury,

Also speaking at the afternoon session on home fruit growing were
A, C, Hodson, professor of entomology, and Herbert A, Johnson, extension plant
pathologist, University of Minnesota,

Friday's short course program will be devoted to ornamental horticulture,
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EUROPEANS EXCELLENT GARDENERS == Horticulture Short Course

The art of the green thumb is highly specialized in England and Holland,
according to a Canadian horticulturist who visited European gardens last summer,

Many European home gardeners, as well as the professional gardeners, are
masters at the job of propagating plants and encouraging them to flower and fruit
to full capacity, Charles Walkof, senior horticulturist at the Morden Experiment
station, Morden, Canada, told an audience of Minnesota gardeners today (Friday),
Dr, Walkof spéke at the closing session of the University of Minnesota's
horticulture short course on the St, Paul campus,

Thorough soil preparation, proper fertilization, timely watering and an
inherent knack for gardening are some of the factors responsible for the success
of European gardens, Dr, Walkof said. Europeans often start with poor soil but
develop marked fertility by means of soil building. Compost heaps are popular
in Europe to supply organic matter, To facilitate plant growth, European gardeners
use large quantities of inexpensive glass=covered equipment, Most impressive to
the American visitor, however, is the extended patience which appears to be an
integral part of good gardening in Europe, according to Dr, Walkof,

Among two of the popular flowers grown in northern Europe Dr, Walkof listed
the cut-flower type of dahlia and hardy chrysanthemums. MNany home gardens have
a large variety of colors and types of dahlias, Hardy chrysanthemums are
extensively grown in northern Europe, where the cool climate is especially

favorable for these perennials,
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RURAL YOUTH GROUP nLECTS OFFICERS

Jack Koopal, Lyle, was elected president of the State Rural Youth Federa-
tion at the énnual three-day Rural Youth and Young Men's and %“Women's conference
on the University of l'innesota's St. Paul campus this week.

Other new officers ares vice-president, Donald Powers, Fairmont, active
in the Rural Youth for four years, and secretary, Lorraine Knutson, Montevideo,
who is in her fourth year with the Rural VYouth. The group reelected its treasurer,
Norman Varner, Buffalo, who has been a Rural Youth member for six years.

Elected to committee posts were: Phyllis Nelson, Thief River Falls,

education; Nancy Jean Meyer, Caledonia, recreation; Delores Kvern, Fergus Falls,

community service; William Neil, Randolph, historical; John Nolenaar, Renville,

&41 \a H(.%C
credentials; Alvin Vakock, Ada, auditing; Kenneth Andoeash, Md y resolutlons'

Evelyn Adelman, South St. Paul, publicity.

Diana Hebrink, outgoing president, pres‘ded at the installation of the new

officers at a banquet on the St. Paul campus Tuesday, March 20,
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RACE 15-B ON TH% DECLINE IN UPPER MIDVEST

MEXICO CITY~--Stem rust race 15-B, since 1950 a leading damager of upper
midwest durum and bread wheats, is on the decline.

) This fact came today (Thursday, March 22) from Donald M. Stewart, a USDA
plant patholoéist stationed at the University of Minnesota, in a talk before the
third International Wheat Rust Conference here,

Stewart explained that in northern U.S., stem rust race 15-B was L7 per cent
| of all wheat rust races picked up this year--in 1953, it was 63 per cent.

Race 15-B lost ground in iexico, too. In 1953, it was 35 per cent of all
) races found--in 1955, 18 per cent.

Growing in strength is a new pair of races-=17 and 29, a combination which
is mostly race 29. 1In Mexico, "17-29" increased from 23 per cent of the total
in 1953 to 3l per cent in 1954 and 63 per cent in 1955,

i In the U.S., "17-29" increased from four per cent in 1953 to 12 per cent in

1954 and 20 per cent in 1955,

P

Most upper midwest bread and durum wheats resist "17-29" fairly well, however,
Stewart said.
f Stewart said that studies of rust collections from wheat fieclds adjoining
barberry or from the barberry bushes themselves continue to show the great danger
of barberry as a "cradle" for new races. For example, 25 races were found in a

total of 31 collections made in seven upper midwest states--and 18 of them were

found only very near or actually on barberry,
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WADENA COUNTY WINNER IN 4«H ELECTRIC PROGRAM

For the third consecutive year Wadena county has been selected as county winner
in the 4-H electric program.

High individual winner in the electrification project is Wesley Sunvold, 20,
Sacred Heart, now a Jjunior at the University of hMinnesota. He will receive an all-
expense trip to the National 4-H Club Congress in Chicago this week-end.

Because of its top rank in the farm-home electric program, the Wadena county
extension office will be presented with a plaque citing its outstanding record.
Awards are provided by Westinghouse Educational Foundation, Pittsburgh.

The Renville county youth won grand championship in mechanics exhibits at the
Minnesota State Fair this fall on his portable 110=-volt emergency generation unit.
Two years ago he won grand championship in electrification and mechanics at the
Renville county fair. He has his own welder and workshop on the farm. As part
of his electrification project he has made an air compressor, an electric water
pump unit, pig brooders, a photographic dark room and an electric fence.

The 47 club members who were enrolled in the electrification project in
Wadena county this past year gave 25 demonstrations on some phase of electricity.
Members made studies of the wattage used in lamps on the farm and the kind and
numbers of motors on their farms, They plan to make an electricity cost s tudy
next year. Support from the Todd-Wadena electric cooperatives was cited as a
valuable help in promoting the program,
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UNIVE SITY'S STUDENT FGRESTERS MOVE T CLOUUET

Upper classzen of the University of ifimnesota's School of Forestry begin nine
weeks of training Monday at the 3500-acre Cloquet Experi-ental Forest. This yeart's
class of 32 students is led by Edward T. Sullivan, assistant professor of forestry.

They will engage in applied field work which culminates their four-year training
programs. All forestry and wildlife management students attend the spring camp session
before they graduate.

The progran will include a atudy of aerilal photegraphy in forest management,
forest soils, wildlife census and field problems in game management, forest cultivation
practices such as marking, thinning and planting, and an evaluation of forest disease
and insect problems,

The young foresters will visit forest products industries in the Cloquet~Duluth
area and study forest management practices on privats, state, and federal forest lands
in northern Minnesota.

Talks by government and industry foresters will be a part of the training progranm.

Forest instructional work bejan at the Cloguet Experimental Forest in 1924, It
is under Professor Thorwald Schantz~Hansen. The staff includes faculty members from
other departments of the Institute of Agriculture, as well as raul J. St, Amant of the

U.S. Forest Service.
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ROSEAU COUNTY
GIRL WINS L-H
SPEAKING HONORS

Janice Johnson, 16, Roseau, receives congratulations from Governor Orville
L, Freeman and Dr. Louis R, Weiss, president of the Minnesota Jewish Council, for
winning top honors in the recent statewide L-H radio speaking contest.

Janice received a cash prize of $200, in addition to $50 to buy books for
her public or school library., She won the state championship in competition with
16 district winners. A total of almost 1,000 L-H'ers took part in this year's
contest,

Reserve champion was Julie Gerber, Ortonville, She received a cash award
of $100 and $25 to buy books for her public or school library.

Donor of the awards was the Minnesota Jewish Council, which sponsored the
radio speaking contest with the University of Minnesota Agricultural Extension Ser-
vice,

A h-H club member for eight years, Janice has been active in junior leader-
ship and has carried many home economics projects. She won a trip to the Minnesota
State Fair for her demonstration on outdoor cookery, For three years Janice has
been county winner in the L-H radio speaking contest, but this was the first year
she had taken part in the state contest, She is a senior in Roseau high school,
where she edits her high school annual., She plans to go to college, possibly to
prepare for teaching English,

She is the daughter of Mr, and Mrs, George Johnson, who farm in Roseau

county.
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PLENTIFUL FOODS
ASSURE GOCD
EATING IN APRIL
A substantial list of plentiful foods for April indicates that good eating for

American fomilies will continue, reports Home Agent .

Pork and beef are the leading items in the U. S. Department of Agriculture's
list of abundant foods for the entire nation, and they are especially plentiful in
the Midwest., The 1955 crop of pigs was the largest in several years, and they are
continuing to core to market in heavy volume, with resulting low prices to consumers
for a variety of pork cuts. There will also be an abundance of lard because of the
large hog marketings.

The supply of beef, especially grain-fed beef from the Midwest, also will be
generous during April. The nation's population of beef cattle is the highest in
history, with a record number of animals on feed.

Broiler and fryer chickens are expected to be unusually plentiful for this time
of year. Supplies will be about 20 per cent larger than in April last year.

Milk production will increase in April, making fresh milk, cottage cheese and
other dairy products even more abundant than they have been.

Onions probably will be an outstanding bargain for homemakers, as they have been
for several weeks., The combination of o0ld and new onions has driven prices to low
levels. Both old and new potatoes will be plentiful,

Canned and frozen cherries from last summer's big harvest still are plentiful,
sweet and sour, red and white varieties., Grapefruit and dates are also in good
supply.

There is an abundance of rice, from the big crops of the last two years and of
peanut butter, from the large crop of peanuts last fall.
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U. RELEASES NEW
SOYBEAN BULLETIN

Good seedbed preparation is one of the cultural practices that are bound to pay
off in soybean growing. University of Minnesota agronomists say soybean land should
be prepared at least as well as corn land,

Their recommendations on these and other soybean-growing practices are found in
a new University Extension Bulletin, No. 13L, entitled "Soybeans for Minnesota,"

available free at County Agent t's Office.

Also in the new bulletin are several tables and charts that tell you the soy-
bean maturity zones in Minnesota and what varieties are recommended for the several
growing areas.

University agronomists are recommending 10 varieties for growing in the six
maturity zones. They include Acme, Blackhawk, Cgp ital, Chippewa, Flambeau, Grant,
Harosoy, Norchief, Ottawa Mandarin and Renville.

The agronomists also have a rule of thumb to follow in fertilizing soybeans,
They say that if the soil tests less than 150 pounds per acre of potassium or less
than 15 pounds of phosphorus per acre, soybean land should be fertilized.

Narrow-row spacings, too, can boost yields. Several University field tests
have shown that an increase of three up to eight bushels per acre can be expected
from narrower row spacings, particularly with early or midseason varieties. The
later, tall-growing varieties give only a little yield increase in narrow row
spacings,

Extension Bulletin 134 can be obtained also by writing the Bulletin Room, In-
stitute of Agriculture, University of Minnesota, St. Paul.
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News Bureau

Institute of Agriculture To all counties
University of Minnesota

St. Paul 1 Minnesota For use week of April 2
March 26 1956 or after

FILIERS for Your Column and Other UseS....

Corn Silage Easiest to Make -~ Corn silage apparently is easier to make than

oat-pea silage or any grass silage. Rodney A. Briggs, extension agronomist at the

Unjversity of Minnesota says that 92 per cent of the corn silage samples in the

recent Silage Show had proper fermentation. But half the samples whose makers had

used a preservative in the recommended amounts came out with a good fermentation.
# o % % ¥ %

One Cord of Wood for Every 70 Syrup Buckets -- When you're figuring firewood

needs for your maple sugar operation, remember that it takes one cord of wood for
every 70 buckets you hang to convert those 70 buckets to syrup. That formula comes
from a University of Minnesota extension forester, Parker Anderson.

# o3 % % ow %

Carbon Monoxide Symptoms -- If you're driving along and begin to feel a tight-

ness across your forehead, with a throbbing in your temples--and feel head-achey,
weary, weak and dizzy, then stop. These are the symptoms of carbon monoxide poison-
ing. Get out and get some fresh air. Then get to the nearest garage and have a
mechanic look at all your exhaust connections. This safety tip comes from Glenn
Prickett, University of Minnesota extension farm safety specialist.

% I R o

Building a Range Shelter? -- If you are building a range shelter for chickens,

come in or call us for a copy of Minnesota Extension Folder 193, "Range Shelters."
It has a complete set of plans. You know, one shelter, 10 feet by 16, will house
250 pullets.
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HOMEMADE MIX

FOR YEAST ROLLS

SAVES TIME

Use of a homemade roll mix will save valuable time during meal preparation for

the busy homemaker, says Home Agent .

Four-H'ers enrolled in the bread project may also want to make use of time-
saving homemade mixes for rolls.

A convenient method is to mix up a large quantity of dry ingredients and short-
ening; then divide it into portions which are the right size for single batches. A
good-size quantity roll mix, which makes approximately 1LO medium rolls, calls for 5
pounds plus 1 cup flour, 1% cups sugar, 1% cups shortening and 3 tablespoons salt.
Sift together the dry ingredients and blend in the shortening as you would for
biscuits,

This can be divided into 6 equal parts which will each make 20 to 25 rolls, or
it can be divided according to the needs of your family.

Wrap the amount for an individual baking in heavy locker paper and place in
empty coffee cans or some other airtight container for future use. Store in a cool
place. If made with home-rendered lard, use the mix within a month. Be sure to in-

dicate on the container the number of rolls that can be made from that amount of mix,

When you decide to include yeast rolls in your menu, all you have to do is take
out the right amount of mix and combine with yeast, eggs and liquid. For one~sixth
of the quantity of roll mix, soak 1 package yeast in 1 cup of warm water. Vhen
foamy, add 1 egg and the mix, Then proceed as with other rolls.

Some of the variations of yeast rolls that can be used for snacks or to dress up
a simple luncheon include cloverleaf, butterscotch and orange rolls.

Four-H girls taking the bread project who want more information on yeast rolls
and mixes may get a copy of Extension L-H bulletin 8, "L-H Bread" from the county

extension office.
-gh-
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COUNTY AGENT
LISTS RECOMI/ENDED
ATFALFAS

A description of the four alfalfa varieties field-tested and recommended for
Minnesota growing by University of Mimnesota agronomists came today from County Agent

A1l four are winter-hardy.

+ "Ranger" is a wilt-resistant alfalfa developed by the U, S. D. A, and the
Nebraska Experiment Station. It resists wilt slightly better than "Ladak" and is
recommended for long and short rotations. 4About 53,000,000 pounds of certified seed
are available--more than enough for Minnesota needs.

+ "Vernal" is a wilt-resistant high-yielder developed by the Wisconsin Experi-
ment Station in 1953. It is a little more wilt~resistant than "Ranger" and recovers
from clipping about as well. About 5,000,000 pounds of seed are available for 1956
planting.

+ "Ladak" is a wilt-resistant alfalfa from northern India. It yields slightly
more forage than "Ranger." It recovers slowly after cutting, but second-cutting
yields are only a little lower than for other varieties. It is recommended for
seeding in short and long rotations. Over a million pounds of certified seed is

available.

+ "Narragansett" is/ﬁigh-yielder from Rhode Island. In Minnesota, it produces
higher yields than "Ranger" and "Ladak." It recovers rapidly after clipping and has
good seedling vigor. It is, however, susceptible to bacterial wilt and should be
seeded only in short rotations--one or two years of hay. It also is a low seed pro-
ducer and thus may never become widely grown because of a short seed supply. About
1,500,000 pounds of certified seed is available, but demand in New England is heavy
and supplies here may be short.

. Come in or call the county agent's office for copies of the new University of

Minnesota Fact Sheet on alfalfa, It has many helpful and up-to-date ideas on seeding

and harvesting alfalfa. ~hrj-
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U. TO CONDUCT

COMMERCIAL CORN
COMPARISON TRIALS

Farmers soon will have an opportunity to see how their favorite corn hybrids
perform in the new Hybrid Corn Performance Trials conducted by the University of
Minnesota's Institute of Agriculture.

County Agent received announcement of the forthcoming trials, first
held since before World War II, from Will M. Myers, head of the University's agron=-
omy department.

Fifteen commercial seed corn companies have voluntarily entered 128 closed-
pedigree hybrids and the University has entered 32 open-pedigree hybrids. Overall
performance will be compared in yield, matwrity, ear moisture, root lodging, stalk
breakage and dropped ears.

The 160 hybrids are a large share of the hybrids grown in Minnesota., Some are
entered in more than one growing district, making 25L entries total.

The state is divided into seven districts with two test fields in each of the
four southern districts and three in each northern district. Facts from the tests
will be published each year and as early as possible during the winter, in order to
help the seed corn buyer in his choice of hybrids,

The University now plans to make the trials each year from now on, for the
benefit of farmers and seed producers. Because of the growth of the comrercial
hybrid seed corn industry in the past 15 years, most of the hybrid seed sold farmers
is of the closed or "secret" pedigree type. These hybrids undoubtedly differ in
their yielding ability and the trials underway will be helpful in measuring these
differences.
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CLEAN CARPETS

CAREFULLY

If you find that your wool rug needs a thorough cleaning this spring, you will

want some facts about the care of this important household item, says Home Agent

Rug cleaning is such a complicated procedure, it is best done by a reliable
professional. This is more expensive than doing it at home, but professionals have
the equipment and know-how to do a good job.

However, if your rug is in need of cleaning and the budget will not allow a
cleaning bill, you may wash your own rug safely by following a few basic rules from
Mrs. Dorothy Stulberg, assistant professor of home economics at the University of
Minnesota.

. First, be sure the dyes are colorfast by testing a portion that is usually
concealed.

« Vacuum the entire rug thoroughly.

. Use a mild synthetic detergent--one that is recommended for fine fabrics--
mixing about two rounded tablespoons to one gallon of warm water.

. Whip up the suds and use only the suds to avoid over-wetting the rug.

. Use consistent pressure as you work the suds into the rug with a medium soft
fiber brush, The last strokes should all go in the same direction as the nap of the
rug.

. If you decide to rinse the rug, use a sponge squeezed out in clear warm
water, Rinsing will help the rug stay clean longer, but there is a danger that you
may get it too wet, causing mildew.

. Brush lightly or use an electric fan to hasten drying.

. Vacuum the rug as soon as it has dried. It is especially important to do a
good job of vacuuming if you don't rinse the rug.

If you must put the furniture back before the rug is completely dry, put pads

of plastic wrapping paper under the legs to prevent indentations. -eh-
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Exsuining 8 new rusteresistant whest st the Thizxd Intermetiomt
¥hest Rust Conference in iexico City are, left to right, Dr. Will M.
Nyers, hesd of the University of iinnesota's agronomy departuent, Dz, E, C.
Stalman, retired hasd of the University’s plant petholegy department, and
Dr. Norsan E, Borlaug, who is in charge of smell greins resesrch in the
Rockefaller Foundation's Agriculturel Progrem in Mexico.

The University maintaine “iacresse flelds” in western Mexico so
that it can hesten seed increase of new superior varisties to fill the
hesvy farser desand., Two crops an be grown 8 yesr under the cooperative
ATTENQENT~=gNne, & Spring crop in Minngsots, the second, s winter crep
in Mexico's sumner-like winter.

Nyers and Stalomn were smong six University of Minngsots
sgronomists and plant pathologists whe atterded the Mexico City

conference.
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TIPS ON CARING FOR EASTER PLANTS, FLOWERS

Spring-flowering potted Plants will last longer in the home if buds as well as
open flowers are present on the plant at the time of purchase.

The one exception to that rule, according to R, E, Widmer, associate professor
of horticulture at the University of Minnesota, is the hydrangea, Hydrangeas
should be purchased in full bloom, since green flowers do not develop normal color
unless they are kept in a very bright, sunny location,

Once the plants are in the home, the soil should be kept moist, but not bog-
like, Wilting can shorten the 1ife of the flower by as much as several hundred
per cent, Widmer says, Placing the plants in bright light and maintaining a cool
night temperature - as low as S0%F., if possible = will extend the life of the
plants still further, African violets, however, prefer a night temperature of 65°
to 70°F,

Potted rose plants may be cut back after blooming and placed in the flower
border as soon as weather permits, Easter lilies may also be planted in the garden,
but the top should not be cut back. Both the roses and the lilies will bloom in
the garden == the roses in early summer, the lilies in early fall,

Easter centerpieces of cut flowers will last longer if a cut flower "food"
is used in the water and if the flowers are kept cool at night, The University
floriculturist cautions against placing cut flowers near drafts and radiators,

If roses and other flowers are not delivered with their stems in water, it is
advisable to place the stems in shallow warm water (100°F.) when they arrive.

This procedure will force the air bubbles out of the stem and allow the flowers

to get all the water necessary to keep them fresh,
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TRADITIONAL EASTER HAM IS GOOD BUY

Ham = long the traditional fare for Easter Sunday - will be a better buy

this year than usual,

The price of ham is the lowest in a long time, according to H., G. Zavoral,

extension animal husbandry specialist at the University of Minnesota., In most

retail stores prices of ham have followed the downward trend of hog prices,

Because hams now on the market are trimmed more closely of fat than ever before,

consumers will pay for less waste, Zavoral says. The exact price consumers will

pay depends, upon other things, on how much of the work of preparation has already

been done for the homemaker., Thus boned, cooked ham is more expensive than un=

cooked ham with the bone still in it.

For economy, buy a whole ham rather than @ half, even though your family is

small, Zavoral suggests., If a whole ham is too large for the Easter dinner, have

the butcher divide the ham in two and cut a few center slices for broiling and

frying, One of the halves can be frozen for baking later. The shank can be

used for soup.

Checking the label when buying ham is important since the amount of time

required for roasting will depend upon whether the ham is pre-cooked or uncooked,
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The steer on its way to the show ring is the topic of cenversation here
between Mower County 4-H Club Agent Romald Seath, left, of Austin and John
Duerst, Lyle, a member of the North Star 4-H Club. Seeth was raised on a farm
near Albert Lsa, in adjoining Freeborn county, so he is right in his home:
territory. After graduating from the University of Minnesota in 1950, he entered
service and upon his return in 19353 he took over as Mower ceunty 4-H agent.

Khile la University student, he worked two summers as a 4-H club agent--one

in Scott county, the other in Faribasult county.
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TWO MINNESOTA IFYES TO ENGLAND, ITALY

Two Intcrnational Farm Youth Exchange delcgatces from Minnesota will sail
from New York April 6 to spend the summer in England and Italy.

Mancy Muyer, 20, Caledonia, and Richard Angus, 24, Farmington, will
lcave the Twin Citics March 29 by plane for Washington, D.C., wherc they will
reccive several dayst oricntation bofore leaving the country as “grass roots
ambassadors."

Miss Meyer will live and work with farm familics in England and Wales
until September; Angus will spend approximately five months living with famm
people in Italy. Purpose of the IFYE program is to incrcase international under-
standing at the grass roots level.

Both IFYE delecgates have been L=H club mcmbcrs for 11 years and have been
gective in Rural Youth organizations. Angus is a University of Minncsota graduate.

The two young pcople are the first of scven ¥Finncsota farm youth to
leave for foreign countries under this ycart's IFYE program. Three will go in
June--Barbara Ness, Byron, to Finland; Kathryn Stinar, lakeficld, and Allcn Croonc,

Chisago City, to Greece. Harris Byers, Westbrook, has becn assigned to Panama;

Erland Carlson, McIntosh, to El Salvador. They will lcave in October.

According to Stanley Meinen, district U-H club leader at the University of
Minnesota, Minnesota will be host to about 20 farm youth from foreign countries
in thce incoming phasc of the two-way IFYE program. Thcy will include exchangees
from the Middlc East, Burma, Australia and Europc. First of the foreign cxchangees

will arrive in May.

The International Farm Youth Exchange is conducted by the National 4~H
Foundation in cooperation with the Agricultural Extension Service. In Minnesota it
is financed mainly by funds .from Land Q° Lakes, the State Rural Youth Federation,
the State 4«=H Club Federation, individual 4-H leaders' councils and 4=H clubs and
other interested groups. B=907=jbn
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YOUTH HONORED FOR CONSERVATICN ACTIVITIES

Wayne Buswell, 17, Minnesota City, today was named Minnesota's outstanding

junior conservationist, Hc will be the first Minncsotan to receive the Frank Blair
Junior Conservation Achievement Trophy.

The trophy will be given cach year to the Finnesota boy or girl, 12 to 21,
who has the outstanding record in practicing sound conservation, wildlife develop-
ment and sportsmanship. It is given in'honor of Frank Blair, long™timc :innesota
Director of Game and Fishe

Buswell will rcceive the trophy Saturday afternoon, April 7, at the Northwest
Sports show in Mfinncapolis.Parker Anderson, extcnsion forestcr at the University of
Minnecsota, is chairman of the Minncsota Farmer-Sportsman committce which established
the award.,

Buswell has becn active in conservation work in the Boy Scouts, L-H and FFA.
He was nominated for the honor by the Winona High School FFA chapter and instructor
Glenn M, Anderson.

Among Buswell's achievements ares planting 1700 trces for animal cover;
establishing 3 acres of grasscd waterways and 15 acres of strip cropping; construc-
tion of a large cement dam across a local gully; and presentation of several con-
servation spceches and demonstrations in both I'innesota and isconsin,

He has won a trip to the Minnesota L~H conscrvation camp at Lake Itasca,
holds thc Eagle rank in the Boy Scouts, and has won sevcral L=H and FFA honors for
his conscrvation work.

Sixteen other Minnesota youth will reccive ccrtificates for their outstanding
work in thc ficld, according to Anderson and Robcrt Rupp, associatc editor of the
Farmer magazine and chairman of thc Frank Blair Award committee. They include:

Laurcn Schrocder, Eagle Bend; waync E. Andcrson, Sargeant; Richard R, John-~
son, Cloquot; Laurcl Radke, Cottape Grove; Howard Gundersor, Gt. Paul Park;

Richard Dohrmann, Slcepy Eyc; Jamcs Brown, 1721 Princeton, St, Paul; Douglas John-
son, Braham; Loral I. Armstrong, Anokaj Kobert Johnson, Buf??%g; Bruce killer,
Glencoe; Ellen Wellman, Hanska; Jon Stuart Olson, 130 No, Gloucester Road, Minn-

eapolis; Vance Leak, Worthington; Ned Therrian, 1651 Princeton ave., St. Paul;
Elroy Flom, Kenyon, -

B~908~hbs
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ROSEAU COUNTY GIRL WINS 4~H SPEAKING HONORS

Janice Johnson, 16, Roseau, receives congratulations from Governor Orville
L, Freeman and Dr, Louis R, Weiss, president of the Minnesota Jewish Council, for
winning top honors in the recent statewide L-H radio speaking contest.

Janice received a cash prize of $200, in addition to $50 to buy books for
her publie or school library. She won the state championship in competition with
16 district wihners. A total of almost 1,000 L-H'ers took part in this year's
contest,

Reserve champion was Julie Gerber, Ortonville, She received a cash award
of $100 and $25 to buy books for her public or school library.

Donor of the awards was the Minnesota Jewish Council, which sponsored the
radio speaking contest with the University of Minnesota Agricultural Extension Ser-
vice,

A Li-H club member for eight years, Janice has been active in junior leader-
ship and has carried many home economics projects. She won a trip to the Minnesota
State Fair for her demonstration on outdoor cookery, For three years Janice has
been county winner in the L-H radio speaking contest, but this was the first year
she had taken part in the state contest, She is a senior in Roseau high school,
where she edits her high school annual. She plans to go to college, possibly to
prepare for teaching English,

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs., George Johnson, who farm in Roseau

county.
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MINNESOTA'S TOP FARMER-SPORTSMAN HONORED

A farmer who took the lead in restocking a local gravel pit with 5,000 to
6,000 fish last spring to make a spot "for the children to fish" today was named
Minnesota's top farmer=sportsman,

He is Rudolph L, Fischer, who farms 300 acres with his son near Springfield.
He was chosen for the honor from over 100 local and county winners, according to
Parker Anderson, extension forester at the University of Minnesota, and chairman
of the Minnesota Farmer~Sportsman award committee.

Fischer's'selection was based on his reputation as a successful farmer, his
wildlife conservation practices, and the establishment of a good land-use, soil and
water conservation program on his famm,

Fischer and Paul W, Kunkel, his local Brown county agent, will be honored
at the ninth annual farmer-sportsman award and recognition day at the Northwest
Sports Show, Sunday, April 8,

Winners of district awards in the competition include: Charles W, Wickstrom,
Anoka, southeast district; Robert Goltz, Squaw Lake, northeast; John Morton,

Glenwood, northwest; and Franklin Kroehler, Henderson, southwest,

Fischer is a member of his local school board, an adult 4-H leader, a
director of the Springfield Rod and Gun club, and a member of the township
Agricultural Conservation committee,

During the past year he also served as director of the Brown county tree
planting committee which was influential in persuading 57 farmers to plant 37,100
trees during 1955 alone. Fifteen years ago he started a pheasant feeding program
which now has spread to several of his neighbors. He services several feeding sta=-

tions for pheasants during the winter., One year he hired an airplane to spread feed
when he couldn't reach the stations on foot himself.

In addition to Fischer and the four district winners, 32 other outstanding

farmer-sportsmen will receive certificates of recognition, B~910~hbs
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GIRLS TO HEAR ABOUT HOME ECONOMICS CAREERS

Field trips and conferences with professional home economists will highlight
the program for high school girls who attend the fifth annual workshop on careers in
home economics on the University of Minnesota's St, Paul campus April 5-7.

learly 200 girls are expected to attend the workshop, which is being held this
year for a selected group of high school sophomores from all parts of Minnesota,

The Minnesota Home Economics association and the Minnesota Dietetics association
are sponsoring organizations,

A welcoming tea in the fireplace room of lthe home economics building on
Thursday afternoon, April 5, will be the opening event,

Field trips through home economics departments in schools and industry, food
service units of hospitals and interior decorating studios have been scheduled for
Friday, April 6, The banquet Friday evening will be held in Coffman Memorial union,

Saturday will be devoted to conference sessions with staff members from all
Minnesota colleges offering courses in home economics. Professional home economists
representing other areas, such as research, dietetics, welfare agencies, foods in
business and interior decorating, will also be available for conferences.

Ten high school teachers of home economics in Minnesota will be counselors, and
collece girls majoring in home economics will act as big sisters at all events,

Margaret Drew, 1301 Chelmsford street, St. Paul, is receiving registrations for
the three-day workshop, Mrs, Eric R, Ahlstrand, 5607 Cambridge street, St. Louis
Park, and Hope Hosmer, Veterans hospital dietitian, are co-chairmen for the event.

More than 750 young women have attended one of the four previous workshops
on careers in home economics,
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“MINNESOTA ROYAL™ TO FEATURE CAREERS IN AGRICULTURE

Over 15,000 interesting and rewarding jobs open up each year in the nation's
agricultural processing, marketing, teaching and research fields==but less than half
can be filled,

Colleges do not turn out enough trained young men and women for them., This fact
came today from Dean A, A, Dowell of the University of Minnesota's College of
Agriculture, Forestry and Home Economics.

He added that the 15,000 jobs offer a wonderful opportunity for the many farme
born young men and women who must leave home and farming to make a 1iving, and still
21joy the contacts with agriculture. In many of the jobs, an agricultural back-
ground is a great asset,

" To show them more about the opportunities of agricultural college training,
Dean Dowell is inviting the state's young men and women and their parents to

"Minnesota Royal," a weekend of open houses and career days, May 5=6=7, on the

St. Paul campus.
It begins Saturday, May 5, with guided tours to all St. Paul campus departments,

All "Minnesota Royal" activities are developed by St, Paul campus students, who go
all out with showmanship contests, barbecues, style shows, a queen crowning and

talent shows to give a picture of "ag college" life-=both the serious part and the
recreational,

Details on the 15,000 new jobs are found in "Careers Ahead," a 30~page book
developed by the American Association of Land=Grant Colleges and State Universities
and the National Project in Agricultural Communications,

The nearly 8,000 jobs that "go begging" are in agricultural research, the food=-
processing industries; education; magazine, newspaper and radio reporting; farm=
ing and ranching, and federal and state agricultural administration,

Copies are available from high school superintendents, Vo=Ag instructors and
county agents, and will be given young men and women attending “Minnesota Royal."

-hrj¢
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1. Doc grew up in Rochester, New York, snd is & graduate of the Kewv York Stete
Veterinary College at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. He crme to Minnesota

in 1919 and was & member of the staff of the University's Division of Veterinary
Medicine. His responsibilities were teaching, research end assisting in the
diagnostic laboratory. His duties in the diasgnostic lsboratory drought him in con-
tact with the poultry 2nd turkey disease problems. This contect stimulated his in-
terest in the problems of the turkey industry. At the time, the mein prodblem was
blackhead--1t caused losses of 85 to 100 per cent in farm turkey focks. Blackhead's
technicel neme: "enteroche About 1924, he beoame extension veterinsrian and
turkey specialist and bega h%rTﬁﬁ%‘aéq"aronnd the state.

2. Blackhead wes driving the turkey growing industry out of North Dakote and Minne-
sota. He realized that dlackhead is a soil-borne protosoan dissase and that probe-
bly one solution was rotation of turkey ground. This was the basis of his range
rotation plane--he persusded a few progressive turkey growers to try it and it
worked.

3. It seems to be a2 case of 2 man who could solve e great problem arriving on the
scene vhen that problem needed solving. That great problem was blrokheed and be-
cause of the vastness and potential of the uprer midwest turkey industry, it wae s
problem one man could essily spend seversl years on in educmationsl and research
efforts. Doc has also played 2 big role in hog vaccination for cholera prevention,
but in teekling the big turkey disesse problem--blackhead--he met and worked with
many people and, with his grest liking for reople and his vonderful sense of humor,
Doc easily %“got in the groove® of upduilding the turkey industry. Probsbly he
doesn't really "like turkeys" any better...it was simply the problem he set out to
solve that held him. At the beginning, the turkey death rate was 80 to 50 per cent.
In the =arly twenties, marea experts were predicting that turkeys would be extinct.
It's nov & $30 million business in Minnesota alone.

k. The causative agent of blackhesd was discovered by Theobald Smith, a USD? animal
pathologist, in 1895. The fundsmental knowvledge on the dlackhead organismamd how 1t
wes transmitted war developed by Dr. R. E. Tysser, Smith, H. W. Graydill and their
associates. In the early twenties the Yackhead orgenism was found to be transmitted
through the eggs of the common cecal worms that infest chickens. TFirst proof of
this vas mede by Graybill and Smith in 1920. This fundamental knowvledge led to de-
velopment of » practicrl prevention and control rrogran.,

5. Sometime in the mid-1920's, sbout 1926, Doc began to sdvocate raising turkeys
apart from other birds and giving them clean, good-grass pasture--and not ralsing »
flock of turkeys on that same ground every year. Ysar-after-year on the same ground
gave blackhead, » soil-dorne disesse, & chance to build up end strike at sach crop
of turkeys. His first experiment in confinement included hetching turkeys in an
incubator (something thought impossible at that time); brooding young poults in ¢
porteble brooder; rearing poultes from six to eight weeks in clean yards and changing
yerds once & month; keeping the flock swvey from chickens #nd chicken ground and feed-
ing the flock regularly, according to schedule.



Briefly, the plan includes:
(1) Doing away with the o0ld-hen method of hatching--using incubators, instead.

(2) Using portable brooders with wire sun rorches, to rrovide for droprings,
away from the poultry range.

(3) Moving poults to fenced pastures--preferably alfslfa--on c¢lean ground end
not over an eighth scre in sise. When birds sre from six to eight weeks
0ld, roosting shelter is provided.

(k) Improved feeding and mansgemsnt, with a mutritious diet. Under this plan,
85 per cent of the young turkeys started grev to maturity.

6. “®Talking Turkey," Doc's first bulletin, came out about 1927. The first edition
of 8,000 vas depleted almost overnight. JIt's been rerrinted and revised so much
that it's about the best-read information dbulletin of our times. It vas even trene-
lated into Japanese. Several hundred thousand heve been printed.

7. FYarly in his cereer, Doc did some resesrch into turkey and poultry diseanses, and
here he was struck by the fact of the grert number of deaths in turkeys.

8. His educations)l efforts have been on de-snooding, de-beaking, good pasture,
Selmonella (pullorum) control, range rotations,

9. Mainly raising turkeys separately from other birde, cn clean ground, rnd feeding
them 8 nmutritious diet.

10. Doc cooperated with the merketing development, the orgeniszation of the state
association and of the nrtional federstion....but took no leading role in sny. His
has been an educationnl jod for detter turkey production. He was & cherter member
of the state association.

11. In mutrition, Doc stressed the “corned-deef rnd cabdbage" formle as essentin) in
efficient turkey growing. The expression "corned-beef and cabbage” wvas simply Doc's
way of descriding a good, eimple, nutritious diet. It was ground corn, osts, bran
and middlings ana mest screve.

12. A11 ve cun say, without asking Doc, is "meny Thanksgivinge ago" he develored his
stuffing recipe. He must have sterted very shortly sfter he becrme interested in the
turkey grovers'! problems....here, Doc'e own vord would be most valusble. It {ie
yrobably safe to say he has been 2t it for 25 or 30 yeers. He is, rp you knov, full
of idens on mrny subjects....most of them improvements of soms food, yprretice, enter-
tainment, machine or joke.

13. On May 10, 1927, Doc begesn his monthly newsletter, vhich for meny years went to
t11 48 stotes &nd nesrly A dosen foreign countries.

14. He hrs spoken in 211 4E gtates end rrobably some of the territories, slthough no
one csn say for rure, Doc or his wvife could probably tell you.

15. Doc devotes moet of his time to turkeys, ~lthough he hre apent some time in ex-
tension work in hog cholers control, m-etitis yrrevention, brucelloeis eradicetion,
Bovine tuberculosis eradication nrogrems.



SIIELIGHTS

Little sbout Doc Billinge has chenged in recent yssrs....except that he hre 2
more stucdious look. "Horn-rimmed glesses,“ he exrlains. Many people, on first
noting Billings, thinks he looks like Horry Trumen. Doc sgress he mey, "from & cer-
tein angle.”™ But vhen he trlks, enother segment of hie public is just as firm in
the belief that he sounds like the lste Wil) Rogers. That's the misteke a 10-yerr-
0ld girl made one dey on A double-deck bus cruising cown Chicago's Michigan Avemue.

After passing the time of day, she aeked him point-blank if he were Will Rogers.
"I probably would have rede here the hepriest girl slive, if I could have answered
lyes,' but the gentleman in me prevailed.”

Sartorielly, his loud tiss sare getting louder. But he still parts his grey
hrir in the middle, vears tweed suites and reads mystery stories. Recently, he dis-
covered Mickey Spillene and his racey murder stories....and went out and dought all
five of hie books.

In explaining how he got interestsd in turkeys, he says "no one knew vhy turkeys
died msnd it interested me."™ He ~pparently took it s & yersonsl challenge, vhen the
experts of the early 1920's predicted that vithin five years turkeys vould be ex-
tinet. But what wee & headache in 1927 is nov & $30 million business in Minnesote,

The greatest ignorsnce concerning the modern turkey was diseness. Some farmers
contended thrt if the poults were out in the dew, they'd get wet feet and oatch
cold. Others claimed the turkey couldn't be Gomerticsated....thet they were vild as
hawks and should be kert 22 neerly like their wild ancestors as nossible. Meny
thought thet turkey-raising rsnd grrsehorrvers went together....that if grasshoprere
veres abundant, turkeye would get nice end fat. Doc sxploded that ome. He woula
tell farmers, "¢ hen thet lays 300 eggs 2 yesr doeen't do it on a diet of fishworms.
Yor your information, it takes sbout 19,000 greashoprers to grow one pound of turkey.”

In the roaring twenties, turkey-raising wvae =~ woman's game. If you wanted in-
formation, you put on your hat and coat m~nd went out calling on farmere' wives. In
those dsys, he recalls, one women would tell you to handle turkeys with kid gloves.
Another would explain they wers so delicate they had to be sterted on # special diet
of hard boiled eggs, bread crumbs, Jjohnny oske, clabbered milk or cottage cheese.

In those days, turkeys roamed the farm at wil). They developed into race horse var-
feties with tough drumsticks. 1f they lived---fine and dandy. If they died, it vas
*hard luck." “A womsn would etart out with 75 birds in the espring snd if she had
six left in the fall 2nd the price was 504 2 pound, she figured her operntion wes &
success, * he says.

Not more then & dozen womsn came to the first turkey ylan meeting in Aitkin in
1527. The men steyed away. They drove their vivesg into town but shunned the meet-
ing in favor of the pot-bellied stove =t the generml store. Here are some of the
reporte Doc got at the =nd of the first yeer:

Mra. C. A. Wright, 2itkin, wrote, "I had 341 birds and reised 256. Simply
great. 1 would never try to rrise them agrin by the o0ld method."

Mrs. I. E. Shisler, Aftkin, wrote, "It'e fer shead of using turkey hens. Ko
comarison. I cen ses » grest future for turkey raising if it continues es 1t hes
for m. It ie a joy to me."
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Mrs. Shisler was prophetic. Ae flocks got bigger, desth loss dropped to 5 end
10 per cent #nd as the ocesh came in, men came in, too. Todey it ie, of course, a
men's business-—-few women reise turkeys.

One result of Doc'e fame is thct he probebly hes eaten more turkey dinners then
tnyone who ever lived. He counted up to 90 one year ~nd then quit counting--#nd it
wvae 8till early in the yerr. Uloc #8180 has improved the ouality of the stuffing.

One night, he recalls, he watched 300 peorle ot = Minnespolis banquet and he thinks
2% leest 275 let their dreseing go back to the kitchen. "It was 8o messy, you could
toes it up to the ceiling and I'1l bet it would stick, " says he.

Once, Doc aven found someone's bridgework in the dressing. But thet wse ohly
one resson for his develoring his own recipe s#nd rublishing it. His recipe: "Take
sone 0f yesterday's bresd--unsliced, if possible-~-snd cut off the outsida crust.
Cut the loaf into hunks Jjust big enough to mrke s good handful, Then, with o fairyly
coerse grater, crusble the bread finely into = big dishran. It will take about
thre= loaves for o 15 to 18 pound turkey. Hrve someone who doesn't cry eesily chop
& medium-eized onion into fine perticles. One onion {v nlenty. Stir the chopred
onion into the greted brerd rnd add juet enough selt to teste right. Then sdd
povdered sage, shaking it lightly n»e you stir 1t into the breed. And nlesss, don't
use too much sage. The next ster wil) test your generosity: Melt one half to a
pound of butter, depending on the size turkey, »nd be sure it's good dutter--don't
be Scotch here, Then have your helper pour the melted dbutter slm1ly over the mass
while you stir evenly. Don't molsten it with water. The dressing is nov mede--
don't add snother thing.

"Have your helper tip the turkey on the beck of its neck, then, spoon the drezs-
ing into the bird, shaking the carcess slightly to settle the aressing. Don't reck
the dressing. Then, just sev the birdw.
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In this issue:
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Too Many Sweets Hard on Teeth Paint Brush Care
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CONSUMER BUYING

"Time" Your Shapping

Learning ﬂo "time" your buying can save you money. Become acquainted with the
busy times during the day and week and the busy seasons in order to avoid crowds.
Selections can &e made more carefully and salespersons can give greater service when
the stores are not crowded,

There's also the matter of timing your buying for the season, Prices of perish-
able foods such as fresh produce, certain kinds of meats and dairy products, are
lowest at peak seasons, while fashion clothing items, furniture and automobiles are
highest during peak seasons, However, buying clothing and other seasonal items at
peak seasons ha? its advantages--the consumer has a larger selection to choose from
and first chanc% at the newest and freshest merchandise.

Cooperative Exténsion'Work in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Minne-
sota, Agricultural Extension Service and U. S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating,

Skuli Rutford, Director. Published in furtherance of Agricultural Extension Acts of
May 8 and June 30, 191k.
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Helps for Home Agents -2 - April 1 1956
| DENTAL HEALTH

Fluoride Helps Prevent Tooth Decay

The widesgread use of the element fluoride, which contributes to the development
of strong teetﬁ, would help reduce the high rate of tooth decay in Mimnesota, accord-
ing to the Minqesota State Department of Health.

In severai Minnesota communities with enough natural fluoride in their water,
tooth decay is 60 per cent less than where the water supplies lack fluoride.

Fluoridation of a community water system, at the rate of one and one-half parts

fluoride to one million parts water, shows evidence of reducing the rate of tooth
decay in three to five years. The average cost per person for this preventive

measure ranges from $.05 to $.15 per year.

If fluoride is not available in water supplies, direct application by the dent-

ist to new teeth at ages three, seven, 10 and 13 will reduce tooth decay about LO

per cent, says the State Department of Health.
# 3 % % H KR

Use of Fluorida@ed Toothpaste
The use of toothpaste with stanis (tin) fluoride added shows considerable prom-

ise of improving dental health, according to Dr. John K. Peterson, assistant dental
health chief on?the Minnesota State Board of Health, However, at the present time
research has not been sufficient to determine the exact benefits from such a tooth-

paste.
‘ R R X
Too Many Sweets Hard on Teeth

Many studiés show that probably the major cause of tooth decay is the high sugar
content of the American diet. Bacteria in the mouth, acting on sugar in the mouth,

produces acid which erodes the enamel, eventually leading to caries or tooth decay.
Studies iniNorway indicate that during World War II when sugar was greatly
curtailed, tootﬁ decay was sharply reduced. After the war, when more sugar was

added to diets,‘the rate of tooth decay began to increase.

-hn-
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HOME BEAUTIFICATION

Look for Buds dn Plants

For a lovély spring flower show at this time of year, you have only to visit
your local greenhouses and flower shops. You'll see a colorful array of roses,
azaleas, hydrangeas, cinerarias, African violets and a variety of spring bulbs at
the height of bloom.

When you buy spring-flowering potted plants for your home, look for buds as
well as open f;owers. With the exception of the hydrangea, spring-blooming plants
will last longér in the home if there are flower buds as well as open flowers on the
plant at the time of purchase. Hydrangeas, though, should be purchased in full
bloom because green flowers do not develop normal color unless they are kept in a

very bright, sunny location.

3 3 H % 3 3k

Better Blooms from Your Bulbs

Very soon your spring bulbs will be poking their heads through the ground.
Tulips, daffodils and other bulbs require little care in spring, but adequate mois-
ture is essential for good bloom. R. J. Stadtherr, research fellow in horticulture
at the University of Mimnesota, says that in poor soils and old plantings, an appli=-
cation of a complete fertilizer when buds show color will give larger blooms.

% % 3 3 X

Edging Plants for Tulip Border

Forget-me-nots, Virginia bluebells, creeping phlox and Basket of Gold alyssum
all make attractive edging plants for the tulip border.

3 3% 3¢ 3¢ 3 3t

New Petunias

If you like petunias in your annual flower garden, you'll be interested in two
new All-American selections - Paleface and Fire Dance. Paleface is a hybrid multi-

flora petunia with white satiny blooms from 21 to 2% inches across. Fire Dance has

bright scarlet ruffled and fringed blooms with golden throats. It flowers very

freely., Flowers are 3% to L inches in diameter. -jbn-
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HOME MANAGEMENT AND HOME FURNISHING

Baint Brush Care

In time for your painting, varnishing or other wood finishing jobs this spring,
here are some reminders about care and cleaning of your paint brushes.

Since a new brush almcst slways has a few loose hairs that should be removed
before it is uﬁed, it's a good idea to hit a new brush across the palm of the hand
to remove loose hairs as well as dust.

After usidg a paint brush, lMrs. Myra Zabel, extension home improvement special-
ist at the University of Minnesota, suggests wiping off all excess paint or varnish
thoroughly withéa cloth, then brushing back and forth on a clean piece of paper, All
varnish or pain% must be removed or it will harden in the bristles. Next, clean the
brush in the thinner for the medium you've been using. If you've been painting or
varnishing, you'll clean it in turpentine. If you've been applying shellac, you'!ll
use alcohol., Next, wash the brush in warm water and detergent and stand it, bristles
up, to dry. When the brush is clean and dry, wrap it in aluminum foil and store on
a flat surface to keep the bristles in shape.

EE T

Speedier Cotton Carpet Cleaning

A new cleahing process for wall-to-wall cotton carpeting has recently been de-
veloped by the United States Department of Agriculture. The new process enables
heavily soiled carpeting to be thoroughly cleaned in the home with just one visit
from a commercial cleaner.

Large quantities of fresh, clean suds are worked into the carpet by a specially
designed rotati@g brush. After the action of the brush and detergent have loosened
the dirt, suds and soil are sucked out of the carpet through a vacuum nozzle at the
outer edge of tﬁe rotating brush.

Not only is this new process faster, but it leaves a cleaner, drier rug than
most ordinary cieaning methods, which often let detergent and soil remain in the

carpet.
-jbn-
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DrATES FRO!
HOME ACCIDENTS
Up THIS YEAR

Minncsota homes were more dangerous than the highway during the first two

months of 1956, reports Home Agent .

In January and February 81 persons died as a result of home accidents in illnnc-
sota, as compared with L9 who were killed in motor vehicle accidents, according to
provisional figures of the Minnesota Department of Health. Total injuries in the
home eamounted to more than 8,000 for the two months.

Falls caused more than half of the home accident fatalities., About 83 per cent
of those who died from falls were in the 65 or over age group. Among other causes
of hore accident fatalities were poisonings, fires and explosions, suffocations and
accidental discharge of firearms.

These facts should make = county families more alert than ever to make

their homes safer for every member of the family, comments K

Glenn Prickett, extension safety specialist at the University of Minnesota,
urges families to a greater awareness of the dangers to older people and the very
young in the home. Here are some of his suggestions for making homes safer from
falls, the number one killer:

« 1Install hand rails on stairs, steps, pcrches.

« Anchor rugs to prevent stumbling and slipping.

. Use only sturdy ladders in doing homec and yard chores.
Keep stairs cleared of clutter and toys.
. Have lights on stairs and at entrances of sleeping rooms.
Clean up immediately household spills that may endanger life and limb.
"let's declare a war of vigilance against home accidents," the University
safety specialist urges. "They cause just as much sorrow and suffering as accidents

on the highway."
=ihne-
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WORK TO ACHIEVE
MENTAL HEALTH

Both L-H'ers and their parents can promote better mental health in themselves
and others by adopting good mental health practices, says Club (Home) Agent e

According to Charles Martin, extension family life specialist at the University
of Minnesota, mental health means a positive approach to life. A mentally healthy
person has confidence in himself, accepts responsibility, enjoys the company of
others and can adjust to meet disappointments and surprises in life.

A L-H'er can improve his own mental health by working to develop a cheerful
personality, having interesting hobbies, being thoughtful and tolerant of others and
accepting and profiting from criticism.

Parents play major roles in the development of mental health in their children.
They are in the best position to satisfy a child's basic needs for acceptance and
recognition, which he must have to become a well adjusted, emotionally mature adult.
A parent can build a child's confidence in himself by encouraging his efforts,
recognizing what he does well and praising his accomplishments.

It is very important for parents to show affection for their children, Martin
says. Youngsters need continual reassurance of parental love, as expressed in atti-
tudes as well as actions.

Parents should avoid anything that will undermine a child's mental health, such
as too rigid or too lax discipline, constant conflicts and faultfinding or expecting
too much of the child for his age or ability. Too often parents tend to judge
children by adult standards.

When a teenager struggles for independence, parents should accept this fact as
an indication that the youngster is growing up and give him a greater share in the
decisions and responsibilities of the family.

-eh-
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FIILLERS for Your Column and Other Uses....

Proper Soyﬁean Timing Important -- To reduce losses from root rot and other
diseases, plant{soybeans after small grains or corn. That's the suggestion of Uni-
versity of Minn%sota extension agronomist Edwin H, Jensen., Avoid planting soybeans
after.soybeans,jafter other legumes or after flax, says he.

3 36 3 3 3 3%

You Need S%p Thermometer -- To produce a really high grade maple syrup, you
need a syrup th%rmometer. That's the suggestion of a University of Minnesota exten-
sion forester, Farker Anderson. A thermometer takes much of the guesswork out of
syrup productioh.

| 3 3% 3 % % ¢

Recommended Amounts of Preservative -- Using recommended amounts of such silage

preservatives as sodium metabisulphite is very important. In the recent University
of Minnesota Silage Show, nearly four-fifths of those farmers who used less than the

manufacturer's recommendations made poor silage, About half the farmers who used

the recommended amount had good silage--the other half didn't get as good results as
they might have. Briggs says the reason is that the material wasn't mixed into the
silage well enough. His solution: metering it in, not just pouring it on the loads.
‘ * o3k % % %

Treating Tank Facts Available -- A detailed blue-print of the new University of

Minnesota horizontal fencepost and lumber treating tank is available at our office.
Just ask for Extension Folder 153. You can build this tank or have it built at a

very low cost. | Facts on it and all fencepost treating problems are in Folder 153,

which was written by University extension forester Marvin E. Smith.

-hrj=-
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J NEW VEGETABLE
} VARIETIES ADAPTED
% TO LOCAL GARDENS

Many new varieties of vegetables available for planting this spring are dis-

ease-resistant} high producers and of superior quality, according to County Agent

| L}

However, #e cautions, before buying seed of new or old varieties of wegetables,
it is importan¥ to find out whether they are adapted to Minnesota conditions. Se-
lecting adapte& varieties for Minnesota gardens is still one of the most important
steps to succe%s in growing vegetables.

c%lls the attention of county gardeners to a newly revised Uni-
versity of Minnesota Agricultural Extension Service publication just off the press,
"Vegetable Varieties in Minnesota," Extension Folder 15L. In the publication, Orrin
C. Turnquist, 4xtension horticulturist at the University of Minnesota, lists both
0ld and new veéetables which have been tested and are now recommended for planting

in home gardens. He also describes new varieties which were tested in 1955 in 30

experimental pjots throughout the state. Extension Folder 15k is available from the

county extension office.

Among newer varieties which have done well in the tests, the University horti-
culturist suggests these for home gardens:

Asparagus |- Fq hybrid, a rust-resistant variety, good for freezing, with bigger
and heavier sp#ars than standard varieties; snap beans -~ Topcrop and Tendergreen Re-
sistant, both popular for high quality and productiveness; cabbage - Badger Market,
outstanding for uniformly small heads which resist splitting; beets - King Red, a
dark red, small-crowned variety; carrots -~ Nantes, a long, coreless early sweet vari-
ety; cucumber - Burpee hybrid, a vigorous, productive plant with dark green, straighi

uniform fruits;| lettuce - Matchless, a tender lettuce that tolerates heat and does

not go to seed; peas - Burpeana Early Dward, early maturing variety excellent for
productivity and quality and Wando, a later-maturing variety; squash - Hybrid R, an

early maturing, productive squash that stores well; corn - Golden Beauty, 1955 All-

producing early crops of medium-size fruits with mild flavorj; Big Boy, one of the
largest fruiting hybrids.

Gardeners Lho may have difficulty locating sources of seed of some of the newer
vegetable varieties should check with the county agricultural agent. =jbn~

|
American selectton which produces early, attractive ears; tomato - Polaris, a hybrid
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GARDEN FACT SHEET FOR APRIL
By 0. C. Turnquist
C. Gustav Hard
Extension Horticulturists

Vegetables

1.

2.

Don't staﬁt tomato seeds until the middle of April. Only six weeks is necessary
to producé a good plant for setting out in the garden by Memorial Day. Try
Fireball for early, and Polaris or Big Boy for midseason fruiting.

Cool-seasdn vegetables can be planted as soon as the soil can be worked., These
include spinach, lettuce, radish, and peas, which must reach their edible stage
before hot weather comes.

Other crops that can be planted are carrots, beets, onions, parsnips, potatoes,
cabbage, b@occoli and cauliflower.

When transblanting cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, head lettuce, and onion
transplant%, water the plants with a solution of fertilizer. Dissolve 3 cup of
any compléme fertilizer in a gallon of water and apply &4 cup of this solution to
each planhiat planting time,

Apply a 1iberal supply of barnyard manure to the soil before plowing or spading.
Three to f%ur bushels of well rotted manure or compost per 100 square feet of
area will hncrease the water-holding capacity of the soil and provide for better
aeration apd easier working.

In additio% to organic matter, apply some complete fertilizer such as 5-20-20 or
8~16-16 oriS-lO-S at the rate of 3-L pounds per 100 square feet of area.

To prevent}worminoss in root vegetables apply granular dieldrin tq the soil

around the! vegetable plants. This will give good control against soil insects.

Cooperative Ek£énsion Work in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Minne-
sota, Agricult?ral Extension Service and U, S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating,
D

Skuli Rutford,

irector., Published in furtherance of Agricultural Extension Acts of

May 8 and June|30, 191lL.
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8. Vhen planting slow-germinating crops like parsnips or beets, drop a radish seed
in the furﬁow about every two inches. These will come through quickly and mark
the rows 54 cultivation may be started before the parsnips germinate. You will
also have ste fine radishes to harvest early.

Fruits |

1. Plant straw%erries early as soon as the soil can be worked in the spring. This
will allow %or early rvnners that produce fruit buds for the next crop.

2., In planting%Juns-bearing varieties, remove the flower buds as they develop but
leave the rﬁnners. On everbearing varieties remove the flower buds up to July 1
and allow tﬁose developing after that time to make a fall crop the first year.
Remove all the rumner plants on everbearing varieties except where new plant
material is desired.

3. In planting;strawberry plants, set the plants so the crown is just level with
the soil surface.

L. Try Premier; Dunlap or Robinson for June bearing varieties and Superfection as
an everbearing variety.

5. Plant certiﬁied nosaic-free raspberry plants. Prune back the canes after plant-
ing to within L inches from the ground. This will force vigorous new shoots for
next year's crop.

6. Check the bﬂge of the trunk on apple and fruit trees for possible mouse damage.

If the bark is girdled all around the trunk it will be necessary to bridge graft.

See Extensioh Bulletin 273 for the procedurc.

7. If plums are‘to be planted, put in a South Dakota varietyfcr a pollinizer. Var-

jeties like llount Royal and Stanley, however, do not require pollinizers.

8. PFertilize your fruit trees this spring with nitrogen at the rate of % pound of
ammonium nitrate for each inch of diameter cf the trunk, Spread the fertilizer
out under the brandies.

9. Dwarf fruit irees have not been tested enough in Mimnesota up to the present

time. Gardeners may be interested in planting one or two dwarf trees on a trial
basis, however.



Ornamentals

1.

3.

Lawn care begins this month, A complete fertilizer having an analysis of

5-10-5 at 2 pounds per 100 sq. ft. is recommended. In applying fertilizer one

should be sure the soil is moist and the grass is dry. Water thoroughly after
applying feftilizer.

Trees and shrubs will benefit from an application of a complete fertilizer such
as 5-10-5, Lsed at the rate of 3 or L 1lbs. per 100 sq. ft. For individual
specimens, ihe root area corresponds more or less with spread of the above
ground portion. This arca should receive a similar fertilizer application.
Transplant éeedlings which were started early 2 x 2 inches in flats. Give full
sunlight ana a cool teiperature of 55 to 600 F, This technique will give
sturdier plénts.

Winter covefing cail be removed from roses and perennial borders.

Be sure any nursery stock which you may be buying this spring is winter-hardy.
Use Extensiqn Bulletin 267, "Woody Plants for Minnesota," as a guide for select-
ing materia#s.

Don't crowd [shrubbery when you plant. Leave plenty of room for natural develop-
ment of the?shrub. You should allow 6 feet between large shrubs, L feet between

medium shrubs and 2 to 3 feet between small shrubs,
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Getting the lewdewn on clovers for his spring seeding plans is a
Montevideo faxrmer, A. T. Ostlie. At the county extension office
bulletin rack with him is Chippews County Agent Eugene Pilgram of Montevidee.
Gene was boern and raised on a 160-acre dairy farm neer Watertown. He was
gradusted from the University of Minneseta, In 1949, where he majored

in anime]l husbandry. He s been Chippewa county agent since 1953,

hrj
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PORK, BEEF ARE\APRIL PLENTIFULS

Pork and Leef continue to head the U. S, Department of Agriculture's list of
plentiful foodg for the month, Mrs. Eleanor Loomis, extension consumer marketing
agent at the Upiversity of Minnesota, reported today,

Americansihave been eating pork and beef at a record rate during recent months
and the high rate of consumption is expected to continue. The large marketings of
hogs have resuited in lower prices to consumers for pork, High-grade beef will be
plentiful in April because of the big supplies of grain-fed beef from the lidwest.

Broiler aﬁd fryer chickens will be even more abundant in April than they were
in March of this year or in April a year ago.

Onions ar% the only new addition to the list of plentiful food items for April,
all others havi%g been classed as plentiful in March and some for a longer time.
New=crop onions¥ principally from Texas, will dominate the onion supply this month,
although there \till will be old=-crop onions from last fall's harvest in the Mid=
west. New=crop potatoes from Florida, Texas and California will augment the large
supplies of old potatoes still available,

Grapefruit|from Florida, dates from California and canned and frozen cherries,
both tart and s@eet, are the fruits classed as abundant,

Milk produ‘tion is increasing each month, with the high point expected in June,
There will be an abundance of lard because of the large hog marketings. Rice, from
the big crops of the last two years, and peanut butter, from the large crop of

peanuts last fall, complete the array of plentiful foods for April.
\

B=-912=3bn
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CHANGES IN NJ\{FA PROGRAM
New projekts and activities have been added by the National Junior Vegetable
Growers' assocﬁation to give this year's gardening program a broader educational
base and make ﬁt more attractive to young people, according to O. C. Turnquist,
extension hort%culturist at the University of Minnesota and state NJVGA adviser.
For the first time, fruits have been added to one of the major projects, the
annual production and marketing contest, This activity is deSigned to stimulate and
encourage an %nterest on the part of boys and girls in the growing and marketing

of horticultur%l CTOpS .

The 1956 jroduction and marketing contest, open to youth between the ages of

14 and 21, is divided into two sections, growing vegetables and fruits (1) for fresh

market sale orihome use, or(2) for sale to canning or processing plants, In each
section national awards of $50 will be offered, and regional awards of $25, A

grand champion award of $100 will go to the individual selected by the National

b

Awards committeF on the basis of the most outstanding project report from all

sections of the\contest.

\

The Nationgl Demonstration Contest, involving vegetable and fruit crops, will

again be dividfd into the four sections of production, soil fertility and

improvement, marketing and use. The two winning demonstrations in each division

in the preliminary contest will compete in the finals for national awards,

vegetables, diseases and insects, weeds, grade defects and nutrient deficiency

symptoms will b

A training program covering the identification of important varieties of
continued again this year,

Boys and gﬁrls between the ages of 14 and 21 who are interested in joining the
. National Junior \)Vegetable Growers' association should contact the local county
agent or O, C, Furnquist, Horticulture Department, Institute of Agriculture,

University of Mﬂnnesota, St. Paul 1, Minn, B=913=3jbn
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YORKSHIRE SOW FARROWS LITTER OF 21

In her third farrowing in 14 months, a two-year old purebred Yorkshire sow

gave birth this week to 21 live baby pigs at the University of Minnesota's Insti=

tute of Agriculture,

That's a record high for University herds, according to L. E, Hanson, animal

husbandry professor in charge of the hog program.

Of the 21, 18 are still 1iving and thriving,

Three died in a group of seven

which had to be "boarded" with another sow because their mother had udder space

for only 14.

The mother of the record 21 has had three farrowings=-her first, in February,

1955, was of 11
lived,
12 and 13 pigs,

The high 1
"raised and wea
sows are able {

“prenatal morta

and 10 lived. Her second, in September, 1955, was of 17 and 14

In adjoining stalls, two daughters of her second farrowing gave birth to

respectively-=all are living.
itter is especially striking because the linnesota average of pigs
ned" is only about seven per farrowing, Hanson explains that most

o "start" as many as 25 little pigs in their womb, but that

lity" -~ that is, death before birth =-- is often .high because of

poor sow feeding practices and other unknown reasons researchers are exploring,

Begides th
keep the Univer

For exampl

e most up~to~date sow feeding and management practices, other things
sity's large litters large, Hanson explains.,

ey University pigs are born in farrowing stalls, which 1imit the

sow's roamings and give the piglets much more freedom to move around without danger

from being laid

on by the sow. During the five years they have been using farrowing

stalls, University specialists have farrowed 450 litters and until last fall hadn't
lost a single baby piglet to Eeing laid on and injured,

One "wild"

and restless sow broke the good record last fall, killing three of

her baby pigs by laying on them,

B-914-hrj
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U, AGRO@OMIST TO STUDY BARLEY IN SCANDINAVIA

A Ubiversity of Minnesota agronomist, Prof, Jean W, Lambert, is
going toéScandinavia in April to continue research on a barley project
with Erlﬁng Strand, a Norwegian agronomist who studied here with him
recently;

The}project deals with the problems of transferring the head type
of Ameri%an six=rowed barley to the growth type of a two-rowed Swedish
barley by back-crossing, The American variety has six vertical rows
of kerneis in its heads and the Swedish has only two~-=but produces many
more tillers per plaﬁt.

Lambert was granted one of the University's new three-month leaves
of absen%e for "professional improvement" and he will travel on a grant
from thelRockefeller Foundation,

Theltwo scientists willlwork at the Norway College of Agriculture
at Volleﬁekk, where Strand is stationed.

Befo;e going to Vollebekk, Lambert will study at the Svalof station
of the Swedish Seed association, a group widely known for its research
in plant breeding, He also will visit universities and experiment
stations Ln Sweden, Denmark, Finland, West Germany and Holland, In
late June, he will attend a conference of Scandinavian plant scientists
at Stockholm,

Acco‘panied by his wife, Mary, and sons, Ralph, 8, and Lewis, 4,
Lambert lel leave New York by air April 21 and return about August 15,

B=915«hrj




University Fam Kevs

Institute of Agriculture

University of Minneseta SPECTIAL
3t. Paul 1 Himnesota

April 4, 19%6

Us OF #, SOILS MAN APPOINTKD KANSAS EATEKSIOR DIRECTOR

Harold E. Jenes, 19, University of Minnesota extension sails speclalist
for the past six years and a native Kansan, has been named Directer of Lxten-
sion at Kansas State College, !Manhattan.

He will sassume his nevw pest on Juns 1 and will head both the General Exten~-
sion Divisgion and the Agrisultural Extension Service, He cams t0 the Iniversity
frem Ksnsas State in 1949, vhere he had served three years, teaching soil coa-~
servation and conducting research im soil fertility prohlams.

Jenes has played an important role in upgrading Hianesots farms! fertility
and orop-groving avllity. Last summer, he and extension ayronomist Edwin He
Jensen sst up a carn fertility demonstration —~ "(orn--festerday and Today" =
that received matiemvide attentlen. It wss s dramatlc eomtrast of today's
corn-growing methods with these of 30 years ago and was stiged om a farm near
Red ¥Winge

1a 1953, Jones established the offisial Mimmesota I-Tra Iisld Comn ‘’ontest
vhich the University and The Fsrmer rmagazine of . te Faul coeperate in staging
every year.

uring his beyhood in Keunses, he wes a L and FFA member and ens yesr was
pamed an FFA ®"State Fsrmere® He received his Master of cience and hig Doctor
of Philosophy degree in 1951 fram Purdus University, West lLafsyette, indiana,

Born and raised om a north central Xansas fam, he attended high school
at Camoordia and regeived hia imcheleor of Science degres "wish honors® at
Kansas State in 1940 The Joneses have tuwo sons~-illan, ¥, and Dennis, 3 ==
and live at L2y Nerth slvert, St. Paul,
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SPECIAL TO THE FARMER

Timely Tips for Issue of April 21

Animal and vegetable fats are becoming more readily available for mixing in
poultry feeds. This will result in improved efficiency in producing poultry

mea} and eggs. =~ Elton L. Johnson

Stopl Don't drop that rusty staple in the grass along the fence row,
Your cow may swallew it, And the results can be serious--even fatal, -~ John

R. Heetzel,

Failing to read instructions on the label--and not following them--is cne
of the leading causes of poisoning from seed treating operations, == Glemn

Prickett

Keep the space requirement in mind when bullding a brooder house--or putting
chicks in one. Every two chicks should have one square foot of floor space——
and every pullet should have not less than the same during the latter part of

her growing period, == Cora Cooke

Only certified seed will assure you of the high ylelding ability, winter
hardiness and disease resistance that's bred into the variety by the plant breed-

er. — Edwin H., Jensen

It's maple sugar time. Proper preparation and a good harvest can mean a
good hunk of added farm income. One good tool is a syrup thermometer--you just

can't produce good syrup without it. «~- Parker 0. Anderson



Timely Tips for April 21 Issue , continued.

We have farrowed 450 litters in farrowing stalls at the University in the
past five years~-and have lost only three baby pigs from being laid on, and

those were all by one sow, -- lLester E. Hanson
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WOMEN STUDY
NEW FABRICS,
SEWING IETEODS
Greater ease in caring for the family's clothes is one of the results of the
new developments in fabrics and special finishes, yet these changes in the clothing

field have been accompanied by problems in sewing, laundering and selection,

county women enrolled in the extension home program have been given

help with many of these clothing problems, reports Home Agent « In
fact, some _ families are benefitting from the up-to-date information homemakers
noe

have rececived on synthetic and blended fibers, their characteristics, use and care,
It has also been necessary to learn the special techniques required for sucdess in
sewing new fabries,

In clothing construction, members of hcme extension groups have learned a
completely new approach to sewing, through use of methods which require a minimum
amount of time to achieve a professional] appearance.

Personal appearance has been stressed in the clothing program through good
grooming, wise wardrobe planning, selection of clothing to fit the different figure
types, as well as choice of accessories to coordinate with the costume and to harmon-
ize with the occasion, Tastefully dressed and well groomed families are among the
tangible results of this year's extension program in clothing in county.

-3bn-
NOTE TO AGENT: You will no doubt have to rewrite or omit at least parts of this
story, changing it to give a picture of the clothing program in your county. You

might add some specific information that has been of particular help to many of the

. wamen,
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WELL PLANNED
MEALS WAY TO

BETTER HEALTH

Wemen in county are interested in good nutrition and appetizing food
for their families as a means of keeping them healthy.

Interest among women in extersion groups in liinnesota ran higher this past
year in nutrition and food than in any other phase of the extension home program,
reports Home Agent _ , Since the average family spends about a fourth of its
income for focd, this interest is natural, she says.

In Minnesota, more than 83,000 women learned ways of keeping the family fit
throygh better selection of nutritious foods and preparation of more attractive

and better balanced meals, In county, some families are benefitting
(no.)
from help homemakers received in food preparation and food preservation,

The dangers of overweight have set many members of home extension groups to
a systematic counting of calories, eliminating rich desserts and planning meals
more carefully around the Basic Seven foods.

The expression "three square meals a day" has taken on new meaning to
county members of extension groups who have studied meal planning as a means of im~
proving family diets., Awareness of the importance of planning better meals has been
given added emphasis through nutritional surveys showing the large number of school
children and adults who eat completely inadeguate breakfasts., Homemakers have
learned that the three square meals must contain more fruits, vegetables and milk to
improve family health and must include the other Basic Seven foods as well,

Ylays of using more milk in family meals as the route to better health, tempt-
ing meals and savings on the food budget have becn brought out in dairy foods les-
sons. The necessity of pasteurizing milk has also been stressed as a safety measure,

Following bread lessons for home extension groups many women who make their
own bread and rolls have adopted new techniques and short cuts such as use of a roll
mix, dry milk powder, resting the dough before kneading, and starting the kneading
process with the rolling pin,

Canning and freezing surplus foods from the home garden have also been given
attention in the extension home program this past year as a means of keeping doun
food costs, The pressure cooker clinics at which gauges will be tested and pressure
cookers made ready for the canning season are a special service provided for
county women,

_jbn_
NOTT TO AGENT: You will want to use only parts of this story that are applicable in
your county. Add information on other phases of the food and nutrition program
covered in your county.
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HOME AGENT PAYS
TRIBUTE TO
LOCAL LEADERS

Some county women who serve as home councilors and local leaders
(round no.)
in the extension home program are making an important contribution toward developing

better homes and communities, reports Home Agent

They are among half a million leaders who are playing a vital role in a nation-
wide educational movement for women, which is being carried out through 65,45l home
demonstration clubs in all 1,8 states, Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

National Home Demonstration Veek, April 29-lay 5, is an appropriate time to

give home councilors and other local volunteer leaders a special salute for their

unselfish service in helping to bring modern science into the home in all parts of

the county," says.

Extension home councilors represent their townships in working with the home
agent to plan, organize and carry out the extension home program.

Together with local volunteer leaders they are important links in the extension
home program, which is a cooperative undertaking of the U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture, the University of Minnesota and the local counties. This home economics educa=~
tional program reaches teyond the classroom walls to bring to all members of the
family, right in their homes and communities, the most recent information on new de-
velopments and research in home economics - information which will help these fam-

ilies enjoy better living.

Since it would be impossible for one home agent and a small group of state ex-
tension home economics specialists to reach all women in the county with a formal
educational program, the home agent and specialists train local women who volunteer
to act as leaders, presenting lessons to their groups. This unique system of train-
ing and leadership makes it possible for the home agent to carry on her work effect-
ively, bringing to people in all parts of the county the latest information on home-
making and family living.

Home councilors in county who are responsible for the organizational as-
pects of the home program, as well as planning observances of lational Home Demon-
stration Week are:

(1ist names and addresses) .
-an..
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Cooperating April 5 1956

TO: Home Agents
County Agents in non-home agent counties

Three stories are enclosed for use before
and during National Home Demonstration Week. Several
others will be sent to you in the regular packet of news
stories lionday. The more local information you can add
to these stories, the more effective they will be.

Try to interest your editors in attending

one of your meetings and taking pictures to run along

with a feature on the extension home program in the county.
lell them about your plans for Achievement Day. They may
be interested in both picture and story coverage of the
event,

One of your papers might like to do a
feature on some of your young homemakers and what the
extension home program has meant to them.

National Home Demonstration Week is also an

appropriate time to use some of your long-time leaders or
young homemakers as guests on your radio programs.

Wﬁ%

(Mrs.) Josephine B. lelson
Extension Assistant Editor

JBN:ms
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MINNESOTA FARM CALENDAR
Bankers! Agricultural Credit Conference, Institute of
Agriculture, University of Minnesota, St, Paul 1
Northland Recreation Leaders' Laboratory, Camp Ihduhapi
Minnesota State Fire School, Wold-Chamberlain Field,
Minneapolis, and Institute of Agriculture, St, Paul 1
National Home Demonstration Week
National 4=H Sunday
Vocational Agriculture Short Course and FFA Convention,
Institute of Agriculture, University of Minnesota, St. Paul 1
Beekeepers' Short Course, Institute of Agriculture, Univer=
sity of Minnesota, St, Paul 1

Minnesota Sheep Breeders! Association Meeting, Greenbush.

Boys' State, Institute of Agriculture, University of
Minnesota, St, Paul 1
Rose Growers'® Day, Institute of Agriculture, University of

Minnesota, St, Paul 1

*

Minnesota,

I
|

Information from Short Course Office, Institute of Agriculture, University d

t. Paul 1

|
** Information\from State 4-H Club Office, Institute of Agriculture, University

of liinnesota, St. Paul 1

B=-916-af




University Farm News
Institute of Agriculture
University of M

FARMERS SHOULD
We can sel
we have to go 4
not just tonnag
This state
tural economist

are now much mo

high quality me

He suggest
and processor==
vide the high g

Pickrel sa
world food prod
output of lives
acreage was the

Consequent
storage, but ou
are shipping ab
Our exports hav
increase them s

Pickrel sa
farmers, farm o
specialists in
countries, whic

products,

iinnesota
St. Paul 1, Minnesota
April 5, 1956

Immediate Release

TAILOR PROCDUCTION TO EXPORT DEMAND

1 much more of our bountiful agricultural production abroad, but
fter the foreign market and give the buyer both quality and variety--
e of a few items such as wheat and certain meats,

ment came today from a University of hiinnesota extension agricul-
s Luther J, Pickrel., He pointed out that many foreign consumers

re prosperous than a decade ago and are thus a good market for our
at, eggs and dairy products,

s that American food producers=--from the exporter down to the farmer
tudy the foreign markets and then tailor their production to pro-
uality goods people overseas are demanding.

id that USDA studies ghow that this is the third straight year that
uction has risen faster than world population, And U, S,
tock and its products rose for the seventh year in a row, Crop
smallest in 15 years--yet our yields were highest on record.

ly, we have $8 billion worth of recent years' farm production under
r exports have been picking up, Pickrel pointed out. Already we
road more U, S. farm products than in most other peacetime years.
e grown a fifth in just two years-~and efforts are being made to
till further,
id that to increase our exports will take positive teamwork among
1

rganizations, food processors and the USDA with its marketing

foreign lands, We must learn to compete successfully with other

h are rapidly hiking the quality and variety of their famrm

B=917=hrj
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"MINNESOTA ROYAL" TO FEATURE CAREERS IN AGRICULTURE

lMinnesota's rural young men and women who must leave the home farm to find a
career in towns or cities need not leave agriculture entirely, a University of

Minnesota dean said today.
They can go into the 15,000 jobs that open up each year in the nation's
agricultural processing, marketing, teaching and research fields~=and there's no
overcrowding here. Less than half these jobs can be filled each year. Colleges
are simply not|turning out enough trained people for them,
These facts camg today from Dean A, A. Dowell of the University's College of
Agriculture, Forestry and Home Economics, The nearly 8,000 jobs that "go
begging" are in agricultural research, the food=processing industries; educations
magazine, newspaper and radio reporting; farming and ranching, and federal and
state agricultural administration,

Facts on how to train for one of them will be given at "Minnesota Royal," a

weekend of open houses and career days, May 5-6-7, on the University's St, Paul
campus,
"Minnesotal Royal" begins Saturday, hMay 5, with guided tours to all St. Paul

campus departments, All the activities are developed by St. Paul campus students,

who go all out with showmanship contests, barbecues, style shows, a queen crowning
and talent shows to give a picture of "ag college" life.

Details on|the 15,000 new jobs are found in "Careers Ahead," a 30-page book
developed by the American Association of Land=-Grant Colleges and State Universities
and the National Project in Agricultural Communications,

Copies are available from high school superintendents, Vo-Ag instructors
and county agents, and will be given young men and women attending "Minnesota

Royal.”
B=918~hrj
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STATEWIDE TESTS FOR SOIL MOISTURE UNDERWAY

Is there 7nough soil moisture on Minnesota farms this spring to quench the
thirst of growing corn and grain? We'll soon know.

University of Minnesota soil physicist George R. Blake says that SCS men
will begin taking samples of the top four feet of soil at 43 locations this week in
the first state survey. It's a joint venture of the University's Soils Department,
the U, S, Soil Conservation Service and the Weather Bureau,

The surveys will be made as far north as St. Cloud and up in the Red River
Valley=-although Valley counties' soils aren't believed to be thirsty, Only the
southern Minnesota counties are believed to be short of the 8 to 10 inches of soil
moisture they should have for good crop yields. These areas suffered heavily in
1955's drouvght,

SCS soil scientists and soil conservationists will take four samples from each
of the 43 locations and rush them in airtight, plastic containers to the University's
soils laboratory for Blake's analysis. Sampling should be finished by April 20 and
Blake expects to give farmers a full report by April 26,

Samples will be taken in fields that were in corn in 1355=-=wheat, in the
Red River Valley~-and from fall=plowed fields, unless spring plowing is more
common in the area.

Here's an ﬁxample of the survey's usefulness; if his soil shows a great
moisture shortage, it might not be wise for a farmer to plant corn on land that had
alfalfa in 1955, Corn is a thirsty crop--so is alfalfa, He probably would have
better yields from small grains or flax,

Also, if hi% moisture reserve is very low, a farmer would be wise in reducing
his corn stand from the recommended 16,000 plants per acre to 12 or 14,000 and
. fertilizing less, as well,

Blake says that three or four years of such statewide surveys should give us

3 valuable "bank!' of facts on which to base soil management and cropping practices
for highest yields, B=919~hrj
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MINNESOTAN RECEIVES FORD FOUNDATION AWARD

* K % K H X ¥ K ¥

Evelyn liorrow, district supervisor of home agent work for the University of
Minnesota, has received an award of $1500 from the Fund for Adult Education, Ford
Foundation, to [complete her studies at the University of Chicago for the degree of
doctor of philo%ophy.

Miss Morrow is one of 42 individuals in the United States,and the only person
from Minnesota,%o receive this year's leadership training awards from the Ford
Foundation's Fund for Adult Education, The recipients were recommended by a
national selection committee from hundreds of applicants in the Fund's 1956~1957
program,

Purpose of |the awards is "“to help meet a critical need for additional, highly
skilled leaders in liberal adult education in the United States," according to
C. Scott Fletcher, president of the Fund

Before coming to the University of Minnesota as district home agent supervisor
in 1945, Miss Morrow was home agent in Watanwan county and a teacher of home
economics in Ada, Minnesota, and in Sheldon, North Dakota. As Watonwan county
home agent she developed a strong extension home program and took an active part

in community affairs, including recreation programs and the county rural library.

She has been president of the National Home Demonstration Agents' association
and a district councilor of that organization., She is a member of Epsilon Sigma

. Phi, national hororary agricultural extension fraternity,

l B-920~ jbn
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April 6, 1956 SPECIAL TO TWIN CITY OUTLETS

TVA MAN TO BE STATIONED AT UNIVERSITY

John H, Wiley, a fieldman with the Tennessee Valley
Authority'®s fertilizer distribution branch, has been assigned to the
University of Minnesota's Institute of Agriculture.

He will work closely with University soils scientists, fertilizer
distributors and mixers in conducting and educational fertilizer program
among farmers and fertilizer dealers.

Wiley's working territory will include Minnesota, the Dakotas
and Wisconsin, The TVA advocates farmers using its fertilizer according
to their state college soils department?s recommendations.

Wiley is one of two such fieldmen assigned to the midwest.

A second serves Arkansas, Kansas, Louishna, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas.

hrj
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FILLERS for Your Column and Other UseS.....

Alfalfa Blends Not Necessarily Better --- Remember this when you're buying
seed. Blending two or more lots of ordinary alfalfa will not make a product that's
superior to certified seed of the improved varieties, Certified seed may sometimes
cost a bit more, but you!'ll find it's well worth it. This tip comes from Rodney A,

Briggs, extension agronomist at the University of Minnesota.
36 3¢ 3¢ 3 3%
Stand is Vitally Important --- If every farmer in the state planted the number

of corn plants University of Minnesota soils men recommend, the corn yields would
increase an avergge of 20 per cent on every farm, And if proper fertilization ac-

companied the recommended stand, that increase would be 25 per cent,
3 03 % % 3%

Farrowing Stalls Save Baby Pigs --- Over L50 litters of pigs farrowed in far-
rowing stalls during the past five years--and only three little pigs lost to being
laid on by the sow. That's the record of the University of Minnesota's hog barns.
The record was perfect--no deaths-~until last fall, when a wild and nervous sow

killed three of her little pigs by laying on them.,

3 % * % ¥
Feeder Steers Dangerous, Too ==~ People might not think a feeder steer was
especially agressive or dangerous. Recently, however, Glenn Prickett, farm safety
speclalist of the University of Minnesota, received a report that a small youngster
was chased down by a feeder steer and badly injured., The big point to remember is
that small children are in danger around any livestock, Keep them out of that danger,
-hrj-
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U. TO CONDUCT
CQUNTY BARLEY
DEMONSTRATIONS
Something new for barley growers and others interested are the Malting Barley
Production Demonstrations to be set up this summer by the University of Minnesota
Agricultural Extension Service and the Soils Department.
Roland H. Abraham, acting dirwctor of the University's Agricultural Extension
Service, announced last week that the Minnesota Brewers! Association through its
Secretary, John Farrell, has allotted $5,000 to the Extension Service for the

demonstrations.,

County Agent says the new demonstrations replace the Minnesota

Malting Barley Contest in which the Minnesota Brewers' Association also lent finan-
cial aid, It was felt that the contests had outlived their usefulness and that the
new demonstrations would provide valuable information to both University research
men and farmers.

The demonstrations will give Minnesota farmers an opportunity to watch recom-
mended practices of soil management, varietal selection, seeding techniques, insect
and weed contrel and their effects on barley yields,

Effects of several seeding rates at different dates and at different fertility

levels will be determined, Plots of barley will be sown at one, onec-and-a-half and
two bushels to the acre early and late on fertilized and unfertilized areas.

Edwin B, Jensen, extension agronomist, and Charles Simkins, extension soils

specialist, said there would be plots in 13 counties and at the Grand Rapids Experi-

ment Station, Information from the tests will help farmers determine the best rates

of seeding barley in their areas, Field days for farmer inspection of the plots are
planned,
Ermond H. Hartmans, extension farm management specialist, will analyze the fin-

ancial returns from following the recommended practices featured in these demonstra-
tions., ~af-
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BICYCLE SAFETY
NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

With five killed and about 300 injured in bicycle accidents in Minnesota last

year, safety on bicycles is the concern of all Minnesotans, says L~H Club Agent

Not only bicycle owners, but their parents and all motorists should be aware of
the dangers to a child on a bicycle. The effort of all three groups is necessary to
improve the record.

Youngsters who are just learning to ride have little control over the bike and
should stay in the yard or in less travelled areas. They should have good control
plus a thorough knowledge of traffic rules before they go onto streets and highways.

Parents can promote bicycle safety by teaching their children the rules of the
road. According to Glenn Prickett, extension safety specialist at the University of
Minnesota, there is no better time to teach a youngster driver training than when he
is learning to ride a bicycle; and because the same rules apply to driving a car, he
will have no lessons to relearn when he becomes a motorist.

Here are some suggestions for safer cycling from the University safety special-
ist:

. Know the rules of the road and obey them.

. Have bieycle in condition, including brakes, lights and reflectors.,

. Ride single file on the right side of the road.

. Only one person should ride on a bike.

« If you have to ride after dark, see that the bike has white headlight and

‘ red rear lights or reflectors. These should be visible at a minimum of 500 feet.

. Do not perform tricks or other "grandstand" acts while riding a bicycle.

~eh=
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U. TO CONDUCT
CQJNTY BARLEY
DEMONSTRATIONS

Something new for barley growers and others interested are the Malting Barley
Production Demonstrations to be set up this summer by the University of Minnesota
Agricultural Extension Service and the Soils Department.

Roland H, Abraham, acting dirwctor of the University's Agricultural Extension
Service, announced last week that the Minnesota Brewers! Association through its
Secretary, John Farrell, has allotted $5,000 to the Extension Service for the
demonstrations,

County Agent says the new demonstrations replace the Minnesota

Malting Barley Contest in which the Minnesota Brewers' Association also lent finan-
cial aid, It was felt that the contests had outlived their usefulness and that the
new demonstrations would provide valuable infarmation to both University research
men and farmers,

The demonstrations will give Minnesota farmers an opportunity to watch recom-
mended practices of soil management, varietal selection, seeding techniques, insect
and weed contrel and their effects on barley yields,

Effects of several seeding rates at different dates and at different fertility

levels will be determined, Plots of barley will be sown at one, one-and-a=half and
two bushels to the acre early and late on fertilized and unfertilized areas,

Edwin B, Jensen, extension agronomist, and Charles Simkins, extension soils

specialist, said there would be plots in 13 counties and at the Grand Rapids Experi-

ment Station, Information from the tests will help farmers determine the best rates

of seeding barley in their areas. Field days for farmer inspection of the plots are
planned.

Ermond H, Hartmans, extension farm management specialist, will analyze the fin-
ancial returns from following the recommended practices featured in these demonstra-
tions, ~af=
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CHOOSE GARDEN
VARIETTES THAT
FREEZE WELL
If youlve been disappointed with some of the vegetables you froze last year,
the fault may lie in your choice of variety.
So if you intend to freeze vepetables from your garden this year, be sure to

plant varieties especially adapted to freezing and recommended for Minnesota, Home

Agent reminds county gardeners.

Experiments at the University of Minnesota frozen foods laboratory show that
it is necessary to use a first-class freezing variety in order to get attractive,

top-quality frozen vegetables, reports Home Agent . Tests in the

laboratory show that there are vast differences among common garden varieties of
vegetables in quality and appearance after freezing, lMany varieties of sweet corn,
for example, are satisfactory for freezing as whole kernel corn, but only a few
have been found to rate well for corn frozen on the cob.

Given below is a partial listing of the varieties recommended by the Uni-
versity department of horticulture, Other varieties suggested for freezing are
given in the newly revised publication, Extension Folder 15, "Vegetable Varieties

in Minnesota," available from the county extension office,

Asparapgus - Washington, Fy Hybrid,
Green beans - (bush) - Topcrop, Tendergreen, Wade.
(pole) ~ Kentucky Wonder.
Yellow bush beans - Cherokee, Pencil-Pod Black Wax, Brittle Wax.
Lima beans - Trlumph Burpee's Improved (for southern half of Minnesota only)

D T —

Brussels sproutu - Long Island Improved.

Caullflower - Snoyball, Super Snowball,

Sweet corn - (on cob) - Sugar and Gold, Golden Freezer, Golden Cross Bantam,

(whole kernel% - Most good garden varieties,
Peas - Little Marvel, Laxtons Progress, Burpeana Early Dwarf, Lincoln,
Dark Seeded Perfection.

Spinach - Bloomsdale Long Standing, America, New Zealand,

Squash, Summer - Black Zucchini, Early Prolific Straightneck,
Squash, Winter - (for pies) - Greengold.

Squash, Winter (for mashed squash) - Buttercup, Hybrid R, Greengold,Butternut,
_an-
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TRY EARLY CORN
HYERIDS, U. MAN
SUGGESTS

If you haven't bought all your seed corn for this season, buy some of the

earlier maturities for your zone, County Agent says that they are

always safer from frost in a cool season and University of Minnesota tests indicate
they do a better job in a dry season,
In 1955, 1l experiment station hybrids sold in southern Minnesota were tested

'in Waseca, Nicollet and Jackson counties., According to E, L, Pinnell, University

corn specialist, yields were highest at the recommended 17,000 plants per acre
population, despite the drouth in the area.

The 1l hybrids were in two groups for maturity, The earliest seven gave an
average yield only a half bushel higher than the late group of seven at the 11,000
plant level, At the 17,000 plant level, the early group was three bushels higher--
and at the 22,000 plant level, the early group was six bushels higher., The lesson:
early hybrids do better at high populations in a dry season, Southern Minnesota
tests over a period of several years show an average advantage of about four bushels
per acre for the later hybrids in that zone compared to the earlier ones. However,
this difference came at 11,000-plant populations.

Now that farmers are using higher rates of 15 to 18,000 plants per acre, it
seems probably that much of the later hybrids' yield advantage will be loste. The
reasont earlier hybrids stand crowding somewhat better and will tend to make thair

yield before late summer drouth sets in,.

Pinnell says that a southern Minnesota farmer would be wise to plant part of
his acreage in the earlier hybrids--particularly if his planting rate is for a 16
to 18,000-plant-per-acre atand.

Each bag of seed corn sold in Minnesota carries a maturity rating in days,
In southern Minnesota, the ratings for adapted hybrids will be 108 to 1123 110-11lk;
112-116; and 114-118, Hybrids rated later than this are considered not adapted,
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April 5 1956 Use if suitable week of
April 9

HOME GROUPS
PLAN SPECIAL
EVENT T (APRIL, MAY)

Plans for __ county's observance of National Home Demonstration Week,
April 29-lay 5, will include an Achievement Day program (or whatever else you have

planned) set for s Home Agent has announced.
(date)
Approximately rural homemakers in county will participate in
no,
the activities, In the state as a whole, nearly 50,000 women are expected to join

in special observances during National Home Demonstration 'eelk., All of them are
taking part in the extension home program, an educational activity carried into
rural homes and communities by the University of liinnesota Agricultural Extension
Service. The women study various phases of homemzking and family living.

county's Achievement Day, which will highlight the week's observances,

will feature ___ (tea, exhibit, program, other) to be held in in
(citys
_ beginning at .
(bldg.) (hour)
Special speaker will be (Fill in further details, including

subject of talk, etc.)

(If public is invited, say so here.)

During the week exhibits will be on display in showing the work that
has been done by women enrolled in the extension home program. (Add a sentence or
two describing exhibits.)

Committees in charge of the special activities for Home Demonstration Week are:

(List names and addresses.)
-jbn_

NOTE TO AGEITS: This is a skeleton story which you will want to adapt to fit your
local plans. If you have already announced plans and committees, you might substi-
tute a story on the speaker, some phase of the program or the exhibits. Ve can

supply mats of most extension specialists who may be your guests. Be sure to tell

the exact number you need,




News Bureau To all counties

Institute of Agriculture ATT: HOME AGENTS
University of Minnesota NATTONAL HOME DEMONSTRATION WEEK PACKET
St. Paul 1 Minnesota For use week of April 16

April 5 1956

HOME EXTENSTON
IS NATIOMWIDE
PROGRAM

Where can I get specific help in wise buying?
Where can I get the latest information on freezing food?
How can I learn some short cuts in clothing construction?

Questions such as these are typical of problems homemakers encounter daily.

llundreds of ___  county homerakers have found the answers to these everyday
problems and have learned the latest homemaking techniques through membership in
groups which are taking part in the extension home program.

Known in Minnesota as the extension home program and in some states as home
demonstration work, it is part of a nationwide movement for better homemaking, prob-
ably the most far-reaching voluntary educational program for women. It had its be-
ginnings in 1913, when a group of women in one of the southern states asked for help
with their tomato canning.

Now, L3 years after its beginnings, this home economics program has grown to a
point where more than 5 and a half million homemakers in the United States, Alaska,
Hawaii and Puerto Rico are participating. It is one of the three major programs of
the Agricultural Extension Service, serving as the spearhead of activities for mak-
ing family life more satisfying and homes more comfortable and efficient.

In county, the first home extension groups were organized in .
This year women in groups are taking an active part in the extension
no. no.
home program,

This home economics educational program is carried into homes and communities in
this state by county home agents and state specialists, as a cooperative undertaking
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, the University of Mimnesota and the local
counties.

"Today's Home Builds Tomorrow's World," theme of National Home Demons tration
Week April 29-May 5, embodies the objective of the extension home program, according
to Home Agent . Through their home extension groups women learn the
newest reliable information on such subjects as food and nutrition, clothing, hous-
ing, home furnishing, household equipment, home management, health and safety, family
relationships and consumer buying,

(Use the last paragraph if it fits your county.)

Particular stress is being placed this year on longtime planning by families to
improve managenent of the farm and home. This includes analyzing situations and
problems as a basis for making decisions for future action. Other trends of emphasis
are in the fields of marlketing information and in better discharging citizenship
responsibilities through an intelligent interest in local, national and interna-
tional affairs,

..jbn..
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UNIVERS ITY BULL COMMANES HIGH PRICE

An l86=-month old Poliled lereford bull, bred and fitted by the Universiiy
of linnesota's Insiitute of Agriculture, today comanded tbe top price==$1,000-
at the anmual ‘pper Micwest Folled Hereford Associziion show and sale.

The saxme featured 45 head--3] hulls and 17 fenkles=~ind vas held &t the
State Fati Grounds,

Hilleshein Brothers of Sleepy Eye bought the bull, "Minnesota Eesu Perfect
The Third." Prof. A, L. Hervey of theUniverxsity®’s aniwil husbamdry depaxtaent
ssys the departrent pwrchased the bull's sire from a South U keta rancher. The
sire mas the son of a Polled Hereford bull which the rench had sold for $17,000,

hrd
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MILACA STUDEKT WINS RALSTON-PURINA SCHOLARSHIP

Herold K. Bemeen, 25, & native of Mlace, and a gracute
student in poultry scienca st the University of innesets, s been
swrded one of thal0 nations] Releton purirs Ressarch Fellowships.

It {s valued at 81,5960,

Berson received his Bachelor®s degree here in June, 198,
and is now studylng f or his iaster®s degree. lis reseazrch deals with
poultry products,

Esch year, the Raldton Purina ccapany of St, Louls, Mo,,
swards & total of 10 research fellowships 1o promising young gracumste
students in poultry, dairy and anizal husbandry and veterisary medicine.

hrj
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"Dressed for business” in the judging ring at & recent livestock
show are four University of Minnesots specialists, Left to right:
Robert M. Jordan, sheep specislist at the Institute of Agriculture, in
St, Psul; Oscar Nelseon, Mahnomen county agent at Mshnomen; i-hrold Ke
Anderson, northwest district 4=H club superviser; and Charles J. Campbell,
Kittsen county agent at Hallock. The four were cosparing notes in

between judging of classes.

hrj
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ST, PAUL CANMPUS CHORAL DIRECTOR PUBLISHES BCOK

Cne of the very few collections of naw and original
compositions for mixed choir has just been published by a music
instructor on the University of Minnescta®s St. Paul campus,.

Ralph E, Williams will present this choral collection in
August at the Christiansen Choral School in Chicago, Called the
Williams' Choir Album, the book also will be presented at the
National Music Educators' Conference in St, Louis this month,

Williams has been arranging music for choirs and bands
since 1940, This is his first book of choral selections,

Some of the songs included are an Easter fanfare,
"Angels Shout for Joy," "Christmastide," and "A Great and Mighty
Wonder," Of the 11 compositions, five are arranged for accompaniment,

the rest A Cappella.

B~921=hrj
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TIPS GIVEN CN CLEANING CARPETS

If your living room rug needs cleaning this spring, you'll be safest to
have it done by a professional who has the equipment and know=-how to do a good
job,

That suggestion comes from lirs. Dorothy Stulberg, assistant professor of
home economics at the University of hiinnesota,

However, if the family budget will not allow a cleaning bill, the rug may be
cleaned safely at home by following a few basic rules. But never start this home
~i23ning, Mrs, Stulberg cautions, until you have tested the rug for color fastness
in an area that is usually concealed.,

Here are Mrs, Stulberg's directions for cleaning a rug or carpet at home:

* Vacuum the entire rug thoroughly.

* Use a mild synthetic detergent--one recommended for fine fabricse=~in the
proportion of two rounded tablespoons to one gallon of warm water,

° Whip up the suds. Use only the dry suds in the cleaning, to avoid getting
the rug too wet,

* Work the suds into the rug with a medium soft fiber brush, using consistent
pressure. The last strokes should all go in the same direction as the nap of the
Tug,

* If you wish to rinse the rug, use a sponge squeezed out in clear warm water.
Rinsing will help the rug stay clean longer, but there is danger of getting it so
wet that the backing may be damaged and the rug may mildew.

* Brush lichtly or use an electric fan to hasten drying.

. * Vacuum the rug as soon as it has dried. A good job of vacuuming is
especially important if the rug is not rinsed,

Put plastic wrapping under the legs of furniture to prevent indentations or

rust spots, if the furniture must be put back before the rug is completely dry,B922jbn
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NEW UNIVERSITY SOYBEAN BULLETIN RELEASED
Soybeans were a minor Minnesota crop only 15 years ago=--only 800,000 bushels
were grown in 1940 and most of that was for hay. In 1955, Minnesota farmers

harvested 45 million bushels and all but a small part of the over two million

acres of soybeans was grown for seed and grain.

These facts come from the new University of Minnesota Extension Bulletin 134,
"Soybeans for Minnesota," Prepared by four University crops men--two agronomists,
a2 scils specialist and a disease authority=--the 20-page bulletin is available free
at county extension offices or from the University's Bulletin Room on the St, Paul
JamNUS

The bulletin has sections on growing, harvesting and sorting soybeans, how
beans affect the soil, what rotations they should be grown in and special uses of
the crop.

What are the reasons for the great increase in soybean acreage? The authors
say that wartime and postwar needs for domestic oils were high; there is much
wider use of soybeans in livestock feeds; new high oil content, high yielding
varieties-=many developed by the University of Minnesota~~are available; soybeans

can be produced easily without costly additions to farm equipment and soybean

“harvest can smooth out production season "labor peaks;" and finally: soybeans can

produce a cash crop that's often more profitable than barley, oats or flax.

0il and meal are the two main soybean products, O0il makes up a sixth or more
of the bean and usually brings two to three times as much per pound as the meal.
Thus, soybeans with a high oil percentage are preferred by processors. O0il percen-
tage, of course, varies not only with the variety, but with the location and year
in which the beans are grown,

Where does the o0il go? It.ends up in such human foods as shortenings,
margarines and salad oils==and in products such as paints, soaps, linoleum and

synthetic resins, B~923«hrj



Uriversity Farm News

Institute of Agriculture

University of Minnesota

St. Paul 1, liinnesota Immediate Release
April 10, 1956

A'WKERS' CREDIT CONFERENCE SCHEDULED

A Bankers' Agricultural Credit Conference will be held Wednesday and
“hursday, April 18-19, at the University of Minnesota'®s Institute of Agriculture.

Announcement of the course came today from J., O, Christianson, director of
short courses, Course chairman is O, B. Jesness, head of the University's
agricultural economics department,

Speakers on Wednesday morning's program include Will M, Myers, head of the
University's agronomy department, and S. A. Engene, associate professor of
agricultural economics,

Monday afternoon's topics will include weed control, new ideas in animal
nutrition and use of genetic techniques to improve livestock.

Thursday®s program includes talks on soil improvement, dairy marketing,
wise farm management and the farm economic picture. Goodhue County Agent G, J.
Kunau of Red Wing will join with R. M, Bird of the Goodhue county National Bank
in showing how bankers and county agents cooperate,

Complete information on the course is available from the Short Course Office,

Institute of Agriculture, University of Minnesota, St, Paul 1,

B=924=hrj
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MINNESOTA HOME ACCIDENTS ON INCREASE

If fatal accidents in Minnesota homes continue to increase as they did in the
first two months this year, Minnesota homes will be potentially more dangerous than
the highway.

Home accident deaths accounted for nearly half of the total number of people
killed by accidents of all kinds in Minnesota in January and February this year,

During those two months, 81 persons died as a result of home accidents as compared
with 49 who were killed in motor vehicle accidents according to provisional figures

of the Minnesota Department of Health,
In 1955 home accident fatalities increased in the state for the first time

in five years. The record for the first two months of 1956 shows an increase of
five home accident deaths over the number for the same period in 1955,

Falls caused more than half of the home accident fatalities in January and
February. About 83 per cent of those who died from falls were in the 65 or over age
group, Among other causes of the home accident deaths were poisonings, fires and
explosions, suffocations and accidental discharge of firearms,

In addition to the deaths from accidents in Minnesota homes, injuries in the
home amounted to more than 8,000 for the two months, Glenn Prickett, extension
safety specialist at the_University of Minnesota, reported,

The University safety specialist points out that homes will be made safer
only as families become increasingly aware of hazards, particularly to older
people and young children, and take steps to remove them,

To make homes safer from falls, the number one killer, he suggests installing
hand rails on stairs, steps and porches; anchoring rugs to prevent slipping;
using only sturdy ladders in doing home and yard chores; keeping stairs cleared of
toys and general clutter; having lights on stairs and at entrances of sleeping

rooms; and cleaning up immediately all household spills,

B=925= jbn
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PASTURE DRILLS NOT SUCCESSFULL ON BLUEGRASS SOD

Many Minnesota farmers have wondered what success they could expect from the
new drills designed to fertilize and reseed an old pasture in one operation,

University of Minnesota agronomist A, R, Schmid, who tried one last year on
a farm near Stillwater, says they aren't successful on undisturbed bluegrass sod.
The old bluegrass grows back so fast that the new seeding doesn't have a chance.

Schmid and Washington County Agent Al Strong of Stillwater tried the unit
on the Perrie Johnson farm, They got fair stands of alfalfa and grasses with
the grassland drill when it was used on sod killed in the fall of 1954 with
Dalapon or TCA, But, they couldn't make a stand stick on undisturbed sod,

Schmid says that even if the machine is successful on chemically treated
sod, it8 value is questionable because of the cost of chemicals and need to use
such a highly specialized machine,

However, such drills have worked well in the southern states for seeding
winter grains in pastures, The units are fitted with shoes to cut four to six
inches into the sod, The shoes are about 10 inches apart., Fertilizer is dropped
behind the shoe and some dirt is scraped in on top.

Then, grain may be dropped in to be covered by dirt-~finally, grasses and
legumes are dropped in. Equipped with grain, fertilizer and grass seed

attachments, the units are about seven feet wide,

B=926=~hrj
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FORMULA FOR 180~BUSHEL CORN

A Minnesota farmer's "pecipe for the 180-bushel per acre corn yield comes
from a University of Minnesota extension soils specialist, Harold E. Jones.

The 180~bushel yield won the high=yield section of this year's official
Minnesota X-tra Yield Corn Contest for Walter S, Nelson of Atwater.

To start with, preparation seems to be the key word in Nelson's success,
He grew his top-yield corn after a legume and had plowed the land in the fall,
He put on a good deal more fertilizer than the soil test indicated the soil
needed,

First, three tons of chicken house litter went on each acre before plowing.
Next, came 200 pounds of 0~45-0, Q50 pounds of 4=24-12 broadcast before fall
plowing, 60 pounds of nitrogen==82-0-0O=-broadcast in April, 1955, 150 pounds of
4-.24-12 in the row at planting, And finally, on June 10, Nelson put on 60 pounds
of ntirogen, 82=0-0, as sidedressing,

That's a lot of fertilizer--but the very high yield more than paid its cost.

Nelson wanted a good seedbed, so he disked the land twice, used the "Grahm
Homme" once in the fall, once in the spring and harrowed four times. He planted
four inches deep in moist soil=-and he put in a heavy stand, 20,000 plants per acre.

He cultivated shallow, used the rotary hoe twice, cultivated twice an inch~
and-a~half deep with disc hillers in front and sweeps behind.

Jones reports that Nelson has been building up to the top yield spot. In
1953, first year of the contest, he had the third highest yield in the state=~137
bushels per acre, just four bushels below the top. In spite of hail in June, 1954,
and no rain that August, he still had a high yield=~96 bushels=-and one that many
Minnesota farmers would be satisfied with even in a good-moisture year.

B=-927=~hrj
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HERE ARE NEW VEGETABLE VARIETIES FOR MINNESOTA
Gardeners who plan to try some new vegetable varieties in their gardens this
year should be sure they are adapted to Minnesota, a University of Minnesota

extension horticulturist warned today.

Many of the new varieties of vegetables are disease resistant, high producers
and of superior quality. However, they may not necessarily do well in Minnesota,
Selectingadapted varieties for Minnesota gardens is still one of the most important
steps to success in growing vegetables, according to Orrin C, Turnquist, extension
horticulturist at the University of Minnesota,

In a newly revised University of Minnesota Agricultural Extension Service Publi-
cation, "Vegetable Varieties in Minnesota," Extension Folder 154, Turnquist lists
both new and old varieties which have been tested and are being recommended for
planting in home gardens in this state. Varieties tested in 1955 in 30 experimental
plots in different locations in Minnesota are described in the publication,

These are some of the newer varieties which have performed well in the tests a

and are now suggested for planting in home gardens:

Asparagus - Faribo Fl, a rust~resistant variety, good for freezing, with big-
ger and heavier spears than standard varieties; Spap beaps = Topcrop and Tendergreen
Resistant, both popular for high quality and productiveness; cabbage = Badger Marzket,
outstanding for uniformly small heads which resist splitting; beets - King Red, a
dark red, small-crowned variety; carrots - Nantes, a long, coreless early sweet vari-
ety; cucumber = Burpee hybrid, a vigorous, productive plant with dark green, straight,
uniform fruits; lettuce = Matchless, a tender lettuce that tolerates heat and does
not go to seed; ;éﬂi.' Burpeana Early Dwarf, early maturing variety excellent for
productivity and-ﬁuality and Wando, a later-maturing variety; squash - Hybrid R, an
early maturing, productive squash that stores well; corn - Golden Beauty, 1955 All~
American selection which produces early, attractive ;;;;; tomato - Polaris, a hybrid
producing early crops of medium-size fruits with mild flavor; Big Boy, one of the
largest fruiting hybrids,

Other new varieties as well as older varieties recommended for liinnesota are
listed in "Vegetable Varieties for Minnesota," Extension Folder 154, available from
Bulletin Room, Institute of Agriculture, University of Minnesota, St, Paul 1, Minn,

B=928=~3jbn
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PLENTY LEGUME, GRASS SEED AVAILABLE

There'll be plenty of adapted legume and grass seed available to Minnesota
farmers this spring who will want to make last-minute plans to place more land in
forages.

According to Rodney Briggs, extension agronomist at the University of
Minnesota, prices and supplies are the most favorable they have been for several
years, Prices for improved varieties are down 15 to 20 cents or more per pound from
a year ago. The nationwide supply of improved alfalfa varieties is at its highest
point in history,

Other legumes and grasses, except brome grass, are in a somewhat similar
situation, Briggs says, |

There may be temporary shortages of some specific varieties, but other improved
varieties that can be substituted are readily available.

Complete lists of adapted varieties of legumes and grasses are given in
Extension Folder 22, "Improved Varieties of Farm Crops," Copies are available at
local county extension offices or from the Bulletin Room, Institute of Agriculture,

University of Minnesota, St. Paul 1,

B=929=hbs
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One market in Rochester, Minnesota, sold s puch vork in the first four
days of the Farm Buresu-Bxtension sponsored "Pork Lift" 4in that town ss it sold
in the last six months of 1955,

In Litchfield, Meeker county, nearly 11 the stores s~1d they were out of
pork by noon of the second day--only helf wev through "Pork Lift" deys. One
store said tley sold four to five times as much pork as they ususlly s0ld when
the "Pork Lift® came to town,

At Owatonna, in 10 stores offering nork, al) were out of choice cuts the
first dsy. The South 3t. Psul Provisioner, mr 821y neper of the meazt suorly trade,
srys thet the awount of fresh pork under refrigeration had dwindled to a five
dnys' supply from its 1l=day 1irit.

‘The 1dee for tre “Pork Lift" st-rted in June, 1955, rs tre livestnck comrit-
tee of the Finnesota Ferm Bureau, the chein stores »nd the Yood Retailers' Assoc-
{ation got together and telked ovar the rroMem. On Hov, 1, 2 lmrger meating
wes held of meat packers, rarketing interests =and the Nationel Livestack -nd
Mert Bosrd., To date, "Pork Lifte” have been staged in 100 towns in 24 Finnesote
counties. Their purpose: to increase the seales of mork to housewvives =nA at the
sare time encourage farmers to r-rket their pigs. The Pork Lifters hored to
get housewives back in the pork-duying groove bty inforring tiem of pork's low
price, its meny uses snd nutritionel henefits.

Here the plans were 1eid for the individual corpaigns. County agents snd
extension specialists joined in the "1ift" in erch town with progrars »~n the

reat-type hog end the menv umes of pork ir rerls,



“dm

In sddition to far more pork-buying, the "11£t" hrd other effectst In
St. Peter, Nico''et county, pork prices rnse--rork loirs, for exrxple, Tnze 16
cents a pound. Live hogs incressed frox $11.15 up to $14 » hundred pounds et
a 3¢, Peter buying st-tion.

¥uek of the credit for the "Pork Lifte" succese goes to the Yoerl cherhers
ofcorrerce, vho got squ rely *ehind the rrograr. FYor exrrple, the St. Clond
Chanber of Oommerce spent about $20,000 in rdvertising. The Deily Tires put
out 5,000 copies of its peper in which tie "1ift? wre fe~turad snd the Cherder
of Comwerce bYought five tons of hexs to glive sway.

Fires not even involved i rest s=les cocpersted. The Kelson Tire =nd
4prlisnce corpeny of Roghester dressed esch of ‘ts 10 employees nAs & nig. Esch
pig b2d a nare, tied into the rerticular svpliznce hie section sold-«fxrrple:
"Hegpshire Blectrolux"-eend the 10 "rigs® gave sway 500 nounds of ssuscge rnd
1,200 pounds of lard to housewives who esme in to look =t sprliances.

The firw =130 #1loved » farmwer 20¢ per pound of all hie vigs 804 or =
certein Ary durirg the "Pork Lift" towsrd the purchess of one of t}e lerger
epplisnces-«a refriger:=tor, hore freerer or TV get.

Struck by the operstinn's phenomenszl success in moving nork, the St. Feter
Veskly Bereld ream r two—colurn fullelength editoriel on the su-cess of the rork
11ft in Nicollet county.

Aoting Director of Extension Rolend H, Abrahar rerorts tiet, contrary to
some expectations, the rork 1!ft 4idn't cut down on ‘reef srles--it 414, howve
ever, reduce roultry snd fish ssles a2 little bit,

Eicollet Oounty sgent Fred Wetherill telieves t:at the "Pork Lift" resul ted

in a 200 per cent incresse in pork s-les A iring the reriod.

Zverett 3eidtert of St. Fetar so'd ,300 rounds »f rerk during the week--
five tires as ruck re he r2d 2014 in the erpe time r veer rgo. Re, too, noticed

no reduction in deef snles.
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etherill . "Ye

/;o was one of the rgants reked to trke the la-d im his courty. /e zet with
twvelve 3t. Fater Tusinesszen ~nd twvo forrers to Alscuss whather trey would te
interested in £ serles rromotion »nd educntionel rrogree. A)1 were very ruch
in favor--but the orge=niz~tion wrs left up to the ed'tor rnA pe.

s Yo contrcted a nuxr er of key Tusinessmen with favors'le results. I wrote
to al! tusinesszen in town, exrlsaining the situ~tion stout pork priceseethe
lowered swine incore to farwers of the erea and the sdvantages to the rousewife
vho Tuys pork &t present 1ov rrices. 1 expirined the corrittee fe't i ¢ rroe
gree should te voluntery for ssch trusinesspsan,

w It seered azn irpossitle jo» to set atcorted, Tut it tegen to snowdal’ -na I
never have seen any vrogrer thet hes turned out =s we'l -g this md =g enthuse
i~stics' 1y suprorted. Town r~nd county reo’le sonsider !t = very successful
evente~l've hed favoretle ~onsents froe doth grours.

s One country voran told a phersrcist thet she believed t: e Inst!tute wve
steged at the armorx w!th a pork-cutting deronstration, wes -o-th »t le-st $5.00J

These teacring aids ielped county sgents in their “Pork Lift? nropotiont
"Hogs for Profit,” s fi1p vroduced *y the University of Finnesota Agricultursl
Extension Service, "The Nent-Type Rag." a2 filx rroduced hWw the University of
I1l1inois, a s1ide vet on the meatetvpe hog develored by Extension Livestock Spece
ialist Henry G. Zavoral, and "Pork Poirters,® a fact sheet on vpreparing porg in

meals by krs. Sleanor Loorie, exte~sion marketing special lst,

hrj
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SLEEPY EYE BOY WINS MNATIONAL HCLSTEIN AWARD

linresota's entry, Roger iarti, 18, Sleepy Eye, won the title of National
Champion Records Keeper from the Holstein-Friesian association of Ameica last week.

A member of the Sleepy Eye Wide~Awakes 4=H Club for 10 years, Martl also came
within two points of winning Mational Holstein 4-H Club Champion Boy honors,

Marti is in partnership with his father and has his own herd of dairy cows.
He figures his own feeding rations and received a commendation for his picture
demonstration of his breeding program.

llarti has completed more than 40 4-H dairy projecis. He has won 60 blue ribbons,
nine purple, and seven red ribbons in 4-H competition. |

In trips to the state fair, Marti has been a winner of several §cholarships
and many dair? awards. He received an FFA State Farmer Degree in 1954, was State

Champion Soils Judge, an achievement winner and a key award winner.

-3 f.;.
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156 WEED CONTROL
TIPS GIVEN IW
NEW EXT. FOLDERS

Krowing what chemical or cultural practice to use and how to use it is half the

battle when it comes to controlling weeds, according to County Agent .

The 1956 editions of University of Minnesota Agricultural Extension Folder 191
and 191T contain information and recommendations for applications of the latest

chemical weed killers. Copies are available at the County Extension office in

\bown)

Folder 191 has complete information for spraying weeds in field and garden
crops, In addition it gives information for controlling specific weeds such as,
Canzda thistles, quack grass, and many other weeds.

Folder 191T is a shorter edition and contains a table of the recomnended sorays
the amounts of spray to use, the crops they can be used on, the time to spray and
the methods of application.

Pre-emergence treatment is not recommended for corn. After the corn is up, the
bulletins recommend that care be taken to prevent large dosages of 2,L4-D from get-
ting on the leaves when it is growing fast. OSpraying two weeks before silking and
while silks are still wet will result in severe reduction of yields. Drop nozzles
will prevent the spray from getting on the corn.

Chemical sprays should not be used in beans. However as an emergency measure,
in heavily infested fields, the bulletins say mustard and cockleburs may be killed
in soybeans with 2 oz. 2,L-D amine salt per acre if the mustard and cockleburs are
in their seedling stage. The beans should be about five inches tall to lessen the
damage.

Full information about the limited use of chemical weed killers for weeds in

flax, legumes, and other susceptible crops is also contained in this bulletin. —af-
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HELPS FOR HOME AGENTS

(These shorts are intended as fillers for your radio programs
or your newspaper columns. Adapt them to fit your needs.)

In this issue:

Good Variety of Asparagus Co-ordinate Your Wardrobe

New Annuals for 1956 Wide Color Range This Spring
What Kind of Breakfast? Choose Clothes with Care in I{ind
How To Serve Meat Dessert Parties Fun

Cooking Frozen Chops Do-It-Yourself Dessert Party

Ideas for Special Occasions

GARDENING

Good Variety of Asparagus

If you're planning to set out a new bed of asparagus this spring, consider
Faribo Fq. This variety produces plump, large-size spears excellent for cooking

fresh or for freezing or canning. In tests conducted for several years, Faribo Fq

was superior in size and production to nine other varieties, including the old
standard Washington. The University of Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station

contributed to the development of this new variety of asparagus.
PR N X
New Annuals for 1956

Looking for some new annuals to give variety to your flower garden? C. G. Harg
extension horticulturist at the University of Minnesota, suggests these as worth
trying: New Century zinnia, a double-flowered variety growing about 2 feet in

height, with flowers about 6 inches in diameter; Radar calendula, a large orange

double~-flowered variety with quilted petals; Bedding Princess aster, a wilt-resist-
ant variety in cinnabar red, blue, peach blossom, rose and white, 20 inches in
height with blooms 3 inches across; Golden Crown marigold, a new chrysanthemum-
flowered, earlier-blooming marigold, developed especially for northern gardens;
Trysomic stock, a new seven-week variety developed for gardeners who have had

trouble getting their stocks to bloom before hot weather.
- jbn-

Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Minne-
sota, Agricultural Extension Service and U. S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating,
Skuli Rutford, Director. Published in furtherance of Agricultural Extension Acts of
May 8 and June 30, 191kL.
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FOOD AND NUTRITION

What Kind of Breakfast for Your Family?

Do the children in your family dash off to school without eating breakfast? Or
do they eat the kind of breakfast that is totally inadequate to start a good day?

Last year a nutritional survey was taken in Winona county by the extension home
councilors on the types of breakfasts school children were eating. They were amazed
at the results. They found that two-thirds of the 290 grade school children who
were surveyed did not have the bare minimum for a good breakfast.

A regional study of the diets of school children showed that nearly one out of
two children in the Central Midwest have poor breakfasts.

Extension nutritionists at the University of Minnesota say that skipping food
at breakfast will contribute to a real midmorning letdown. Unless school children
receive a proper breakfast, they are inclined to get drowsy in late morning and have
trouble concentrating - a condition which can start their grades sliding downhill

faster than a toboggan in February. Children as well as advlts need a breakfast of

fruit, cereal or egg, milk, bread and butter for more efficiency during the morning.
H# 3 % % % %

How to Serve Meat

Every homemaker should know certain tricks that make meat easier to carve and
serve. Roasts weighing from 5 to 10 pounds should "set" for 10 to 20 minutes before
carving. Then they'll be much easier to cut. And of course remember to serve hot

cooked meats on warm plates.,

3 3 36 3¢ % H#

Cooking Frozen Chops

Thick frozen steaks and chops should be broiled more slowly than defrosted ones
in order that the meat will be cooked to the desired degree of doneness without be-
coming too brown on the outside. If steaks and chops are to be breaded, they should
be thoreughly defrosted before being coated with eggs and crumbs or batter.

~jbn-
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CLOTHING

Co~Ordinate Your Wardrobe

When you're building your wardrobe for any season of the year, remember to se-
lect a basic costume which will be suitable for almost any occasion. For that kind
of costume, the style should be neither too casual nor too dressy and the lines
should be simple with no distinctive detail., Of course you will select the garment
that is most becoming to you. The fabric should be durable, crease-resistant and of
good quality. Develop your entire wardrobe around a definite color scheme and se-
lect each item of apparel as a part of this specific pattern. Always consider the

total effect produced.
$# 36 3 % Sk %

Wide Color Range This Spring

Blue and beige in almost every tone are very popular colors for spring and
summer. You'll see variations from pale yellow to terra cotta tones, from navy to
blue greens.

Your choice is almost limitless this year in either solid colors or prints.
You'll find large and small designs, flower prints and abstracts, stripes, dots,
checks and plaids. The Oriental motif is evident in many of the prints. Checks,
dots and plaids have a fresh new look. Some polka dots have irregular shapes, while
others flow into mottled patterns that create an all-over effect. The Glen plaid is
back again. Scrolls, penline and brush strokes flow into clever designs for spring

and summer fabrics.
R RN
Choose Clothes With Care in Mind

A survey made in several states disclosed that women spend about 25 eight-hour
days at the ironing board each year - or about four hours every week. If you don't
want to be a slave to your ironing board, simplify your ironing job by shopping for
garments that are designed simply so they aren't hard to iron. Look for fabrics
that need no ironing or iron easily - knitwear, seersucker, cotton crepes, nylon and

other synthetic fabrics.
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EASY ENTERTAIINING

Dessert Parties Are Fun and Easy

Dessert parties are an excellent way of entertaining, especially if time or
money is limited. The food should be something special. It needn't be expensive or
difficult, but it should be delicious to eat and look glamourous. The dessert is
served early in the evening rather than late, and entertainment follows.

Excellent stand-bys are creampuffs filled with a rich custard filling or ice
cream and topped with chocolate sauce. Crisp, delicate meringue shells are a glam-
ourous dessert, with fruit or a custard filling and whipped cream. Served with
mints, hard candies or nuts and coffee they make a tasty get-together treat for any

group of friends.

Do-It-Yourself Dessert Party

A party that is especially popular with young people is a do-it-yourself dessert
party. It gives everyone a chance to join in the fun of preparing the food.

The center of interest is a large plate of ice cream balls of many different
flavors. Garnish the plate with pineapple cubes, cherries and banana slices. You'll
have to dip the banana slices in pineapple or lemon juice to prevent discoloration,
Around the plate, place bowls of toppings--butterscotch, chocolate and marshmallow.

Crisp sugar cookies and a beverage round out the refreshments.
# 0% 3 3 %

Ideas for Special Occasions

A dessert party lends itself to many different types of occasions. With a cake
base, the possible variations are almost endless. For example, split an angel food
cake in half or thirds, cover the layers with your favorite filling - instant pud-
ding mix if you're in a hurry - and spread sweetened, flavored whipped cream over

the whole cake,

For a praduation celebration, you might use lightly tinted topping and filling
to carry out school colors. If you're a hostess for a shower, use snowy white frost-
ing or whipped cream with slivers of almond or cocoanut to add crunchiness. 4 sil-

ver anniversary cake might be frosted in white and trimmed with silver candies.
With a dessert as delicate as this, a fragrant tea is often pleasing. =gh-
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QOATS SILAGE

CAN BE USED

PROFITABLY

County farmers can profitably use oats for silage rather than corn.
This can be done without changing present crop rotation or livestock programs.

The evidence presented County Agent » by Hal Routhe, farm managment
specialist at the University of Minnesota, says an acre of corn or oats produces
more feed nutrients harvested as forage than as grain., What's more ensiling oats
increases its feed value over grain more than ensiling corn increases its value
harvested as grain under Minnesota conditions.

Here's how he figures: assuming that every farmer has some oats in his rota-
tion, it will be more profitable to use this oats in his silo rather than corn.

With average yields, it takes 20 acres of oats or 12 acres of corn to fill a

14 by 30 foot silo. Last year's average yields in Minnesota were Ll bushels per

acre for oats and L9 bushels per acre for corn. At 55 cents per bushel, 20 acres of

oats harvested as grain is worth $L51, and at $1.15 per bushel 12 acres of corn
harvested as grain is worth $676, The difference in value is §225,
Here is a comparison of the feeding value of oats and corn silage:
# oats, 1.9 per cent digestible protein; 18 per cent total digestible nutrients
# corn, 1.2 perocent digestible protein; 13-20 percenttotal digestible nutrients,

To figure out whether it is more profitable to make silage from your oats than
from your corn, this rule can be used:
With corn twice the value per bushel of oats, it will be more profitable to

£ill your silo with oats silage whenever the bushel yield of corn is higher
than the bushel yield of oats.

An additional advantage from oats being used for silage results when oats is
used as a nurse crop for legume seedings. Taking the oats off two to three weeks
earlier as a silage allows the legumes seedings to grow more vigorously.

One disadvantage might be noted. Some farmers feel the loss of bedding real-

ized from oats straw. This can be offset by using the corncobs from the corn not

put into the silo or by chopping corn stalks. of
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L-H'ERS CAN HELP
REDJCE DAMAGE
FRCI FARM FIRES
The Minnesota L~H farm fire safety program offers many opportunities to l-H'ers

interested in making rural communities safer places in which to live, says Club

(County) Agent .

The program involves inspection of farms and farm homes for fire hazards. Four-
H'ers are then responsible for checking to see that the hazards are removed in order
to save lives and farm property.

Last year farm fires in Minnesota took the lives of 15 people and caused close
to a million and a half dollars in farm property losses. Defective chinneys were
the number one cause of farm home fires,

Club members can help cut down this loss in lives and property by taking an
active part in the farm fire safety program, according to . Any L-H'er carry-
ing the regular safety activity may enroll in the program and be eligible for county
and state awards. To qualify for national awards, however, he must have passed his

fourteenth birthday by January 1.

Enrollment and inspection blanks may be obtained from the county extension

office, All malerial should be turned over to the county agent by .
(your date)
Requirements for the program call for at least four farm inspections and re-

ports for each, GSix farm inspections are necessary for national awards. A story
telling of inspection experiences and any other fire prevention work the member has
done completes the record.

One boy and one girl from each county will be eligible for cash awards. State
winners in fire prevention will receive a trip to the National Safety Congress in
Chicapgo in October. National awards include a cash prize, a plaque and an expense-
paid trip to the annual convention of the National Association of Mutual Insurance

Companies.,

-eh-
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PLAN BEFCRE
YOU BUY NEW
STASON'S QUIFIT

lise planning before you buy is the key to satisfaction with that new outfit,

whatever the season of ycar, says Home Agent

She passes on four points to keep in mind from Athelene Scheid, extension
clothing specialist at the University of Minnesota. 1iiss Scheid emphasizes the im~
portance of saving tine and energy by doing plamning and preliminary shopning at
home. Good planning will help you spend less money than you would by buying clothes
haphazardly or it malkes it possible for you to have more and better clothes for the
same anount.

1. Begin with what you have. Planning on paper - at home - is the first step.

To determine the kind of clothes you need, talte an inventory of your activies: wherc

you ro, what you do and vho your associates are. Next, take stock of the clothes
you have. Gebt everything out of drawers and closets, so you can see them all at

once, Try them on. Then separate the clothes into three groups: Those which can

be worn as they are, those which require some changes and those which are no longer

wearable, Using the clothes you have, plan various combinations for your activities

2. Pave an idea cof what you want. For example, if you are buying a coat, de-
cide whether a straight or a flared one will be more becoming and which will look
best with the clothes you have. If you are buying a hat, list in advance the clothes
you will want to wear with the hat. T/hen you select the hat, it's a good idea to
wear the suit or coat you'll be using often with the hLat,

3. Acquaint yourself with what is fashionable. IHewspapers, fashion magazines
and pattern books will 21l bring you up to cate.

i, Know what you can spend. Set the maximum for each purchase. Spending full
price for an incoming fashion often yields more dividends in satisfaction and value

than paying half price for an outgoing style. 3
—J Y -
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AGRONOMY SMOKER PLANNED POR APRIL 19
A1l students studying Br sgronomy or thinking abeut
enrolliing in sgronomy courses are being invited to & smoker in 408
agronomy building, the seminer roem, 8t 7:30 Thursday evening, April 19.
It will begin with & short meeting of the Plant Industry
Club and will include an 11ilwetrated talk by Drx. Elmer R. Ausemus,
USDA Upper Midwest Wheat Coordimstor statiomed st the University.
Ausesus' subject: “Wheat Breeding in Mexico." Pert of the University's
wheat breeding program is carried en in Mexico and Southern California.

hr}
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FILLERS for Your Column and Other Uses....

Farm Numbers Down -~ There are now L,782,000 farms in the U. S., according to

the 1954 Census of Agriculture. This is 600,000 fewer than 1950. Census figures
show that the number of farms declined from 1950 to 195L in all states except Flor-
ida, and in all but 180 of our 3,067 counties. This means that there are now fewer
farms than at any time since 1890.

* %% R H

Fire Season Coming Up -~ Last year, 998 forest fires burned over 38,202 acres

in Minnesota. The damage cost $123,329. About two-thirds of the fires were caused
by careless campers, smolers, hunters, fisheriien, travelers and farmers burning land
to clear it. These figures come from a University of Minnesota extension forester,
Parker Anderson.

I

Average Yield 108 Bushels Per Acre =« Farmers in the 1955 official Minnesota

X-Tra Yield Corn Contest came out with an overall average of 108 bushels per acre=--
with a good many up in the 1LO~-bushel range and the winner hitting 180. What's the
average Minnesota corn yield? It's about L3 bushels per acre. Harold E. Jones,
University of Minnesota extension soils specialist, says that our state average
could go up a great deal if we just followed the facts now available on better corn-
growing practices.

#O3 % % o %

Cattle Can Distinguish Fertilized Pastures -~ Last summer at the University of

Minnesota's Northeast Experiment Station in Duluth, one discerning heifer broke out
several times. ©She knew what she wanted., Instead of walking into the unfertilized
pasture she was supposed to, she would break through a fence to graze a fertilized
pasture. Part of the reason: forage yield was double on the fertilized pastures.

_hrj_
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For ycur files--this 1is a cOpy of tne llews Release sent out to
the home-towns cf the students now in attendance at thie Cloquet Exp.
Station. I will call you later about similar mailings into WWiss
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’ Institute of Agriculture

‘ University of Minnesota
y Ste Paul 1, Minnesota

| April 16, 1956

Special Release

U'S STUDENT FORESTERS AT CLOQUET

of i is one of the

upper classmen of the University of Minnesota's School of Forestry who is
in training this quarter at the 3500~-acre Cloquet Experimental Forest.
This year's class of 32 students is under the direction of Dr. Edward Te
; Sullivane The session will continue until June 3 during which time the ‘
students will engage in applied field work which culminates their four-
year training periode. All forestry and wildlife management students attend
L the spring session before they graduatee
The field training program includes study of the application of
| aerial photography to forest management, forest soils, wildlife census
i and field problems in game management, forest cultivation practices such
[ as marking, thinning, and planting, and an evaluation of disease and insect
r problems as related to forestrys
The young foresters visit forest products industries in the Cloquet-
Duluth area and study forest management practices on private, state, and
federal forest lands in the northern part of the state,
Frequent talks by practicing foresters from government and industry
is also a part of the training program.

Forestry instructional work began at the Cloquet Experiment Forest in

1924e The forest and station is under the direction of Dr, Thorwald Schantz-
; Hansenes The staff includes faculty members from other departments of the
P Institute of Agriculture, as well as Paul J. Ste Amant of the U, Se Forest

Service,
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HOW MUCH DO YOU SPEND FOR FGOD?

Homcmakers who are grappling with their food budgets thesc days may be inter-
ested in comparing their cxpcnditures with somc cstimates worked out by the U.S.
Department of Agriculturc for a weck's adequate dict.

Costs were bascd on Scptember 15, 1955 avciage prices in L6 cities.

In the USDA studics, the amount estimated for a low-cost adequatc dict for
a family of two was $13, for a moderate-cost diet, $16. A family of four with
preschool children would have to spend $18 to mcect their food necds on a low=-cost
budget, 422 for a moderatc-cost dict.

Expenditurcs for food will go up as physical activity of both adults and
children increascs and as children grow older. For cxample, the food bill for a
man doing heavy work would be scveral dollars higher per week than for a man doing
of ficc work or for onc 60 ycars or over. Thus, for a family of five, a low-cost
adequatc diet for a week was figurcd by USDA specialists as followss Fathcr doing
heavy work, §7.50; mother, very active, §$6; three-year-old child, $3; six-ycar-old
child, $3.50; nine-ycar-old, $4.25, making a total expenditurc of 42L.25.

To provide for good nutrition for thc family, it is important to allot
definite proportions of the budget to various foods, according to Mrs. Elcanor
Loomis, cxtension consumer marketing agent at the University of Minnesota. Home=
makers will meet their familiest' food nceds, she said, if they spend 30 per cent
of thc food budget for mcat, poultry, fish and cggs; 25 per cent for fruits and
vegetablesy 20 per cent for milk and dairy foods; 15 per cent for wholc grain or
cenrichcd breads and cereals and 10 par cent for fats and swects.,

For thc family onabudgct of 42L4.25 for food pcr week, this would mcan spending
$7.27 for mcat, poultry, fish and eggs; $.06 for fruit and vcgetables; $L.85 for
milk and dairy products; $3.6L for whole grain bread or ccrcals; and $o.U43 for
fats and sweets,

B=930-jbn
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Mrs. B, E. Bangsund of Mentevideo, right, just séopped in at the
Chippews County Extension Office with some questions about 4-H werk--and
Home Agen® Florence Benton was ready for her. Mrs, Benton has been in
extension work for 15 years, serving 13 years as Murray County Home Agent
in Slayton. She teook the Montevideo post last fall and is one of nine home
agents in the state who have been henored with the National Hop'me

Demonstration Agents! association “distinguished service award, "

hrj
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VARIETY IMPORTANT TO SUCCESS IN FREEZING VEGETABLES
If you're planning to grow your own vegetables for freezing this year, be sure
to select varieties especially adapted to freezing and recommended for Minnesota.
Choice of varieties that do not freeze well is often responsible for inferior

quality in the frozen product, according to horticulturists at the University of

Minnesota,

Experiments at the University frozen foods laboratory show that there are vast
differences among common garden varieties of vegetables in quality and appearance
after freezing. For that reason, University horticulturists point out that first-
class freezing varieties are a "must" in order to get attractive, top~-quality frozen

vegetables.
Among varieties recommended by the University department of horticulture as

suitable for freezing are these:
Asparagus = Washington, Faribo Fl.
Green beans - (bush) - Topcrop, Tendergreen, Wades; (pole) - Kentucky Wonder.
Yellow bush beans - Cherokee, Pencil-Pod Black Wax, Brittle Wax.
Lima beans = Triumph, Burpee's Improved (for southern half of Minnesota only).
Broccoli = Waltham 29,
Brussels sprouts « Long Island Improved.
Cauliflower = Snowball, Super Snowball.
Sweet corn - (on cob) = Sugar and Gold, Golden Freezer, Golden Cross Bantam,
(whole kernel) - hiost good garden varieties.
Peas - Little Marvel, Laxtons Progress, Burpeana Early Dwarf, Lincoln, Dark

Seeded Perfection.

Spinach - Bloomsdale Long Standing, America, New Zealand,

Other varieties suggested for freezing are listed in the newly revised publi=-
cation, "Vegetable Varieties in Minnesota," Extension Folder 154, Copies are
available from county extension offices or from Bulletin Room, Institute of Agricul-

ture, University of Minnesotr, St, Paul 1, B-931~3jbn
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FARM POLICY DEBATE TO BE HELD AT U.

A debate on U, S, farm policy by two leading figures in the nation's agricul-
ture will be held at Coffey hall on the University of Minnesota's St. Paul campus
on Tuesday, April 24, at 8, It is open to the public.

Earl L. Butz, assistant secretary of agriculture in the Eisenhower cabinet,
and Clarence J, Mc Cormick, undersecretary for agriculture in the Truman cabinet,
will debate the subject, "The Farmer and the 1956 Campaign.,"

A St, Paul campus student union forum group, the "Now Hear This" committee,
and the Minnesota Citizenship Clearing House are joint sponsors of the debate,

Each speaker will be given 30 minutes for his initial presentation and five
minutes for rebuttal, Both are farmers and natives of Indiana, Butz headed the
agricultural economics department at Purdue university, Wast Lafayette, and
Mc Cormick, who farms near Vincennes, has been a member of the Indiana AAA
committee, a fieldman for Purdue and grain representative for the Commodity Credit
corporation, From 1950 to 1953, he was undersecretary of agriculture in Truman's
cabinet,

The speakers were obtained by Minnesota's two major parties, Byron Allen,
commissioner of agriculture, and Mrs, Dwight Jones, fourth district DFL Chairwoman,
made the arrangements for Mc Cormick's appearance, John Hartle, Republican State
Chairman, and Robert Alm, fourth district Republican chairman, arranged for Butz's
participation.

Philip M. Raup, professor of agricultural economics, will be chairman of the
meeting, The "Now Hear This" committee was established in 1955 by students on the

St. Paul campus as part of the Union program,
B=932~hrj
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U. WILL CONDUCT COUNTY BARLEY DEMONSTRATIONS
Minnesota's first malting barley production demonstrations will be set up this
summer by the University of hinnesota's Agricultural Extension Service and the
Soils gepartment,
L Roland H. Abraham, acting director of the Agricultural Extension Service,
explains that the new demonstrations replace the Minnesota Malting Barley
: Contest,
[ Edwin H. Jensen, extension agronomist, and Charles A, Simkins, extension
' soils specialist, said there would be plots in 13 counties and at the Grand Rapids
Experiment Station, Information from the tests will help farmers determine the
best rates of seeding barley in the areas., Field days for farmer inspection of
the plots are planned,
Ermond H. Hartmans, extension farm management specialist, will analyze the

financial returns from following the recommended practices featured in the

|

]

T

[ demonstrations,
r The demonstrations will give Minnesota farmers an opportunity to watch

k recommended practices of soil management, varietal selection, seeding techniques,

| insect and weed control and their effects on barley yields.

, Effects of several seeding rates at different dates and at different fertility
| levels will be determined. Plots of barley will be sown at one, one-and-a=half and

‘. two bushels to the acre early and late on fertilized and unfertilized areas.

r The Minnesota Brewer's association has given $5,000 to help carry out the

project,
B=933~hrj
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EXTENSION HOME PROGRAM INFLUENCES 108,000 HOMES

Thousands of families in Minnesota are getting help in solving the problems of
daily living from the University of Minnesota's extension home program,

Through help from county home agents, other extension agents and state extensim
specialists, this past year more than 108,000 Minnesota families adopted new techni=-
ques and practices which are improving their homes and family living, according to

district supervisors of the extension home program,

Many county=-wide observances of National Home Demonstration Week April 29-May 5
will call attention to the improvements that have been made toward better rural

living as a result of the nationwide home economics educational program which had its

beginning 43 years ago. The extension home program in Minnesota is a part of this
national movement for better homemaking which has grown to a point where more than 5
and a half million homemakers in the United States, Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico
are participating,

Interest in food preparation ard clothing ran particularly high among members
of extension home groups in Minnesota this past year. More than 83,000 women learned
ways of keeping the family fit through better selection of nutritious foods and

preparation of more attractive and better balanced meals. Nearly 76,000 women

have been given help with many of their clothing problems, from care of new synthetic
fabrics and buying clothing to use of new sewing techniques. Thousands of families

were given assistance in selection and use of household equipment and furnishings,
furniture arrangement and color schemes, household management and beautification

of home grounds.
Through family life conferences sponsored by the Minnesota Agricultural

Extension Service, nearly 32,000 families received help in family relationships,
Safety and health were two other major concerns of extension home groups.

Through the extension home program, hoimemakers learn to apply the latest
scientific methods developed by research in different areas of homemaking, The
general aim is to strengthen home and family life by helping the members to become
more efficient homemakers and more effective citizens,

The extension home program is carried into rural homes and communities by home
agents and state specialists, as a cooperative undertaking of the U, S, Department

of Agriculture, the University of Minnesota and local counties., .
B=934=jbn



- e ey e T T e

University Farm Ncws

Institute of Agriculture

University of Minnesota

St. Paul 1, Minncsota

April 19, 1956 Immcdiatce Release
CONTROL CYCLAMEN MITE IN STRAVBERRIES

Having troublc with your strawbcrrv patch?

Cyclamcn mitc may be the sourcce of your difficulty if your plants show some
of thesc symptoms: stunting; curled, blistcred lcaves; failurc to. preduce
runners; failure to producc flower hcads; and malformed fruit.

Rcd Rich and some othcr varictics of strawbcrrics have been hard hit by
this tiny mitc the past few ycars. About 1/100 of an inch long, the mitc looks
to the naked cye like a light-colorcd speck of dust, It is rarely secn by the
strawberry grovicr bcecause of its small sizc and bccausce it fecds inside the buds
or in the crown of thc plant.

Studies now in progrcss by A.C. Hodson and L. K. Cutkomp, University of
Minnesota entomologists, indicate that large populations of cyclamen mites can
result from an initial infcstation of only onc or two mitcs pcr plant. During the
past two ycars thc mitc population has exhibited two p.2ks of abundancc-onc from
late May into July, thc other in latc August or carly Scptembcr. Greatest amound
of damage appcarcd to be during fall fruit production.

In prcliminary trials to control thc pcst, the Tinncsota cntomologists have
found Endrin and Kclthanc the most cffective insccticides. Chlorobenzilate and
Diazinon wcrc also valuablc but somewhat lcss offective. The usual miticides
give littlc success in control, For home gardenirs, Endrin is not practical,
however, It is hazardous to use bocausc of its cxtrome toxicity, and it is not
rcadily available in small quantity.

These rates per acre, using the emulsion concentrates in 100 gallons of water
in all cases,givethc best rcsu%ts in the tests: (1) Endrin, 1 quart (equivalcnt
of O: pound}; (2) Kglthanc, 1z pints (cquivalcnt of 0.375 pound); (3) Chloro-
benzilate, 1 quart (3 pound); and (4) Diazinon, 1 quart (% pound).

For home gardencrs the amount to use would bc 2 tcaspoons of thc chemical to
2 gallon of water. A thorough application is nccessary.

One of the best times for treatment is in spring just bcforc setting of fruit

buds: A treatment in fall may be desirable when symptoms of mitc infestation
persist. Troatments should ncver be made during blooming and fruiting,

B=935~ihn
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QUANTITY DISCOUNT PRICING SELLS MORE MILK

University of liinnesota agricultural economists believe a quantity discount
system on milk routes would increase home delivery milk sales as much a 15 per cent,

The system, recently put into effect by several hMinnesota milk companies, charges
10¢ less for all quarts beyond the first delivered,

E, Fred Koller, professor of agricultural economics, explains that University
research shows that it costs about 25¢ to make a delivery, whether one quart or 10
are delivered. He believes the following groups would benefits
* Housewives == who would get house~delivered milk for less than they are
paying now==and eventually for less than they would pay at the supermarket.

* Deliverymen=- whose routes would be enlarged by the customers switching back
to the quantity discount home delivery plan from store buying.

* Dlilk companies == who would find their operating expenses going down and
their volume of milk sales going up. Reason: the attractiveness and convenienne
of home delivery with its big saving with daily quantity purchases.

+ The farmer -=- who would sell more milk in fluid form as consumers increased
their purchases under the discount incentive plan,

Koller and John D, Helmberger, an agricultural economics research fellcw,
report their research in a University of Minnesota Station Bulletin, No, 433,
available free at county extension offices or by writing the University's Bulletin
Room on the St. Paul campus,

The 30~-page illustrated booklet describes in detail the quantity discount plzn
and discusses it from several points of view, The economists undertook their study

at the request of a Minneapolis milk company,

B=036«hrj
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MINNESOTA FFA CONVENTION SCHEDULED

About 2,000 Minnesota Future Farmers of America will attend the
27th annual convention of their FFA association, May 7, 8 and 9 on the
University of Minnesota's St, Paul campus.,

G. R. Cochran, state FFA advisor, and W. J. Kortesmaki, state
FFA executive secretary, say that two delegates from each of the state's
260 local chapters will be the voting body for the convention, Jack
Morris, Winthrop, State FFA president, will preside at the delegate

sessions,

Over 1,000 FFA members will participate in the annual Judging
contests hionday afternoon, May 7.

During their three days on the University campus, the Future
Farmers will participate in parliamentary procedure and judging contests,
receive awards for outstanding achievement, and hear addresses by

prominent figures,

B-937=hrj
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GASOLINE TAX REFUND FORMS AVAILABLE

County extension offices are among the several places where farmers can
pick up gasoline tax refund forms, which will be available about June 1,

This announcement came today from Roland H, Abraham, acting director of
the University of Minnesota Agricultural Extension Service.

The forms also will be available at local offices of the Federal Internal
Revenue service, post offices and banks,

Abraham emphasized the fact that the farmer must take the initiative in
filing his request for a refund of the 2¢ a gallon federal tax. The first refunds
will be made after June 30 on gasoline purchased during the first six months of
1956,

To get his first refund, a farmer will have to file his claim after June 30
and before October 1, From then on, the refund period will be from July 1 to
June 30=~an entire year.

Full facts on the new refund provision are available at county extension

offices, banks, post ofices and local revenue offices,

B=938=hrj
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Minnesota has never forgotten the startling revelation by Prof. Lowry Nelsen
of Rural Sociolegy that only 44 per cent of 16 and 17=year old Minnesota fa;% boys
were attending school when the census was taken in 1940. We were then/the lowest in
the nation,

We improved our rank from 47th to 24th in the ten years from 1940 t0 19%0==
undoubtedly due in part to the awakening to the problem Nelson's study highlighted.

Today, Minnesota's rural sociologists are studying the country populace tnn
help bring into sharp focus the many problems of those Minnesotans who live in the
towns of under 10,000 population and on farms,

Recently, Professors Marvin Taves and George Donahue compléted a study to find
out what the people of Two Harbors thirk of redical care prepayment plans. Like
many of the other studies, this project involved interviews with a large number of
families.

One of the recent and most interesting studfes is one on child adjustment, It
showed that farm children scored slightly lower in persomal and sccial adjustiment
than those from the city-<but & bit sbove those living in villages or in open
country non=farm Sreas.

The sociologists chose 40 factors considered important to a child's emotiomal
health,

Here's what they found: The better sdjusted boys and girls in the third, seventh
and 11th grades had a greater feeling of "nearness” to their father. This shows that
Dad is a bit more valued than we'd thought=-even though he isn't around as much as Mom,

(wore)
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Second in importance to thes well=adjusted children was being sble to confide
with and find warmth and understanding with their mother.

Except for boys in the seventh and 11th greades, nearness to mother is smong
the five factors most important to adjustment. Nearness to father is in all cases
among the first five most important eadjustment factors for both boys and girls eof
every grade level.

All except the older boys felt it important that their father and mother live
up to their image of what a good parent should be. If either or both parents fell
below, the child's social adjustment suffered.

Older children found it especially impertant to be able to feel that their family
were sbout equal in financial status with other families of their greup.

Spending money didn't seem to be especislly important--as long as the child was
given about what he felt he should have, in the 1ight of his family's situstion:

Poorly-ldjus'tod children complained that their parsents were arbitrary snd
dictatorisl, The best parentechild relationship seems to be one in which the parent
doesn't give up his authority=ebut is not unresscnable or over-strict. '

Deeply valued by the children was & feeling that they could discuss a: father
or mother's demands or rulingswith themeewithout endangering the loving and bkind
relationship. The better adjusted children had that advantage.

Here are some of the other rursl factors Minnesota's rurel sociclogists are
studyings

* From 50 to 65 per cent of the farm youth are obliged to migrate from the
farm. Is the rural ares halped or hindered by this migretion--and where are these men,
women and children going?

(more)
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* The average farm home in Minnesota is getting old and will need to be re-
placed or radically remodelled in 10 or 15 ysars. It weuld surprise many to knew
that less than half of our farm homes have running water--while 98 per cent of all
city homes have it. The farm homes are behind the city homes in such things ae
central heating=-78 per cent of the city homes had it, but only 47 per cent of the
country homes,

Over 67 per cent of Minnesots farm homes were built before 1919--=only 9.5 per
cent have been erected since 1940. This contrasts unfavorebly with the matiomal
sverage==46 per cent of the homes built before 1919, 21 per cent after 1940,

Lowry Nelson, chairman ¢f Rurel Sociology and director of the Utsh Agriculturel
Experiment Station earlier in his professionel cereer, recently spent 15 months in
Italy on 2 Fulbright Fellowship, le lectured at the University of Milan and studied
Italian country life,

Taves, hie wife and two boys, & and 35,will leave for Europe this fall to attend
the Internation2l Sociological Society Convention. During the academic year he will
lecture as Fulbright professor at the University of Craz and study central European
country and community 1ife. One item of the Taves' equipment is 8 camping outfite~
they feel they will get to know more Austrian families better if they go on frequent
camping trips in the countryside. "That's where the cross section Europe's commen
people are,” Taves smiles. "You won't get really well acqulintod with them if you're

1iving in hotels, the usual American tourist way.”



CAPTION FCR PICTURE

Rural Soclologist Mervin Taves interviews Iirs. Bob Wright snd
her family in the kitchen of their farm howe in rural Hastings.
Robert, Jre., 5, stands by his Mom, and Karen, 16, is sitting behind
her., Susan, 13, is behind Taves. Mrs. Wright is & mative of Northe
fleld and a grsdudte of Mankato State Teachers' College.
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RENVILLE COUNTY GIRL RECEIVES SCHOLARSHIP

Sixtesn=year-old Susan Acdems, Olivis, today (Tuesday afternoon, April
24 at 3130 p.m.) received a $100 scholarship for her cusstanding record in
freezing foods.

The amard was presented to the Renville county 4=H girl st the anmual
mesting of the Minnesots Frozen Food Locer sssociation et the Radisson hotel.

Susan first started winning honors for her work in freezing foods
back in 1951 whan she was ramed county 4=H chaampion in frozen foeds., Again in
1953 add 1954 she won top honors in the county, and for hhe last three successive
years, she has won blue ribbors at the Minnesota Stete Fair for her demonstretions
on freezing, In 1955 she wes nemed state 4=H winner in fromen foods and received
a $30 savings bond.

The past year Susan has frozen more than 500 pournds of mest, a variety
of vegetables and fruits, She estimates that she has saved and sarned more than
$400 in her 4=H projects.

A Junior in Bird Island high school, Sussn plans to use the scholare
ship for college. She is a daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Jazes L., Adams,

Jbn
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FILLERS for Your Column and Other Uses....

Does Your Old Barn Fit Today? -- Logs cut from the farm timber tract will meet

many of your requirements for better and more modern animal housing., Select a good
sawmill and have your list of material you want so that the sawyer can do the best
possible job with the raw material you give him. This suggestion comes from Parker

Anderson, extension forester at the University of Minnesota,

ELER L I T

Oat Silage Permits Corn-Grain Harvest -- Ever look at it this way? Using oats

as silage allows you to harvest a lot more corn as grain. A University of Minnesota

your
extension agronomist, Rodney A, Briggs, points out that at present values,/corn crop
harvested as grain will be worth more than the oat crop.

3¢ 3 36 36 Sk 3¢

Good Conservation Means More Yield -- The farmer who does a good conservation

job can usually count on greater yields -~ largely because of the water he gets into
the soil for storing to draw on during dry spells. George R. Blake, a University of
Minnesota soil scientist, explains that this is the reason that farms with sound
conservation practices resist hot, dry weather better than those that are misman-

aged.

%
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Ladino Clover Best for Fertile, Heavy Soils -- Ladino clover is becoming more

and more popular in Minnesota. It is best suited to fertile, heavy soils that have
very good moisture-holding ability. It seems best suited to the southeastern, cen-
tral, northeastern and northern areas of the state -- because there it gets plenty
of rain. We have a new fact sheet on Ladino clover developed by University of

Minnesota agronomists.
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Lipely Tips for Vay D IThe Faiper

Adding antibiotics to laying hens' retions is still a questionsple procedure.
Although some diseased flocks may benefit, antibiotic feeding may merely incresse egg

costs and lower profits, == Elton L. Johnson.

While fencing, especially when siretching wire, wear high=topped boots for

protection of ankles and legs. == John R. Neetzel.

Want to stack your porkeproducing ability up with the best? See your county
sgent about the 1956 Minnesota Swine Honor Roll project. About 20 of the top hog

ralsers are honored each year, «= H, G, Zavoral,

Fullelength fence post trestment is much better than butt treatment, of
course. We have developed & horizontsl tank you can buld or have built at low cost,
Plans for it are available at county sgents® offices., -~ Marvin E, Smith,

The average cow takes about 60 bits of grass per minute. But in & woodland
pasture, she can't concentrate on biting==she must search. Result:s less milk and

8 less happer cows == Parker Anderson.

Be careful to seed browme greass shallow if you're mixing it in with grein in
the drill box. == A, R, Schmid,

Now's the time to: check your sprayer to get = it ready for the busy summer
season., Take a caveful look at the nozzles and pump and put them in good working

order, == Edwin H, Jensen.
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SAFETY SLOGAN

CONTEST ATMS TO
REDUCE ACCIDENTS

The L-H safety slogan contest is now open and slogan entries are being accepted
at the county Extension office, announces Club (County) Agent e

?urpose of the contest is to make Minnesota residents aware of the importance
of reducing the high rate of accidents.

A11 L-H'ers between the ages of 1l and 21 who are enrolled in the safety
activity are eligible to submit up to three slogans each. ©Slogans must be in the
county Extension office before June 15.

Slogans should not contain more than 10 words and should apply to some phase of
general safety. They must be original with the person who submits them and carry a
"punch" which will create interest and action in safety work.

Last year's winning slogan, "A safety check can save your neck," was submitted
by 1l6-year-old Janice Noble of Winnebago.

Winner in the county contest will receive an achievement certificate and his
slogan will be submitted for state competition., However, to qualify for awards a
county must have at least five members entered in the contest.

Other awards in the contest include a trip to the National Safety Congress in
Chicago in October for the estate safety slogan winner, a trip to the 1956 Minnesota
State Fair for the rumner-up and a savings bond to the third place winner in the
state contest.
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SWINE HONOR

ROLL TO BE

NAMED THIS YEAR

The University of Minnesota Institute of Agriculture will again award medals
to the 20 Minnesota hog-raisers who make the Minnesota Swine Honor Roll.

Complete details on the project are available from County Agent .

According to H. G. Zavoral, extension livestock specialist, the awards will be based
upon the pounds of pork produced per sow from spring-farrowed litters, plus how the
farmer adopts approved hog-raising practices and his record in hog production over
the years.

Neighboring farmers, county agents, Vo-Ag or Vets-Ag instructors may be nomin-
ated for the honor. Anyone nominated should have at least eight spring litters
farrowed. And the producer should have an average of eight or more pigs saved per
sow. All sows farrowing before June 1 must be included in the herd record.

Any producer nominated may sell his hogs at any time he wishes but the major
basis for comparison of records will be the weight of the pig crop at 180 days of
age.

~hrj-
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COUNTY AGENT

GIVES SORGHUM-
GROJING TIPS

How does sorghum compare with corn for grain production? County Agent
reports recent University of Minnesota research which compared the two crops.

University agronomist R. G. Robinson planted adapted varieties of the two crops
side by side for three years on southwestern and central Minnesota farms.

Here's what he found: sorghum varied a good deal more than corn and barley in
yield. Years such as 1955 when the weather was warm at planting and dry at ripening
times were very favorable--but years of cool weather at planting and ripening times
hurt sorghum much more than corn. Tractor cultivation was enough to keep weeds down
in the corn plots, but hand work plus tractor cultivation was usually necessary in

the sorghum plots.

In Minnesota, use of grain sorghum is mainly for feed~-cash marketing might be
a little difficult, In crop failures, grain sorghum hasn't much salvage value--
corn, of course, gives considerably more silage or fodder than does sorghum,

"Norghum" and "Reliance" are the two best varieties for Minnesota conditions.
"Reliance" tolerates a wider range of planting and harvesting dates than "Norghum",
but "Norghum" probably will yield more under good conditions. They will generally
mature about the same time as the corn hybrids adapted to the south central zone--
103 to 109 days. Robinson suggests planting the last week in May or first week in
June. Treat seed with two ounces of Arasan per bushel of 56 pounds--and plant no

deeper than one inch.

Use corn planter plates with holes that hold three to five pounds per acre in
rows LO inches apart. This should give a final stand averaging about a plant every
six inches about right for a medium-textured soil. After the plants come up, a
spike-tooth harrow, properly used, will cut down a too-thick stand.

Harvest by combining the standing crop. Kernel moisture should not be over 12
per cent for safe storage. Mature and dry grain sorghum cracks very easily and the
small pieces are lost, so it's wise to carefully adjust cylinder speed and concave
clearance.
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BEFF ABUNDANT
DURING MAY

The plentiful foods _ county families have been enjoying for several
months will continue in lMay, with only minor changes, according to Home Agent .

The May list of plentiful foods, issued by the U. S. Department of Agriculture,
calls special attention to large supplies of grain-fed beef. Cattle feeders, many
of them in this state, have had a record number of beef animals on feed, and many of
these animals will be marketed in llay as well fattened flavorful steaks and roasts,

Pork also will continue to be abundant, although the supply of pork is down
from its peak. Fryer chickens have been more plentiful than usual this spring, and
in May a record number is anticipated -- about 20 per cent more than a year ago.

Milk production for the month of May is expected to set a new high record.
Many retail merchants will join the dairy industry in observing a Milk Festival in
May, in recognition of the abundant milk supply always available during this month,

Onions from Texas promise to be especially plentiful, because the spring crop
in that state is almost twice as large as a year ago. Locally grown asparagus from
local home and market gardens will be available later in the month.

Florida's big crop of grapefruvit will continue to flow to market, as fresh
fruit and as canned juice. Dates from California, canned and frozen cherries from
last year's harvest in the Hidwest are also abundant.

Rice, peanut butter, Navy beans and lard are other items in generous supply

during the month.

-jbn-
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One of Minnssota's veteran county sgents, Ray Aune of Rochester,
Olmsted county, checks in & &H club member's steer at a recent
livestock show. The exhibitor is Joel Groha, Wheaton, Aune is
now in his 22nd yesr of ceunty sgent work and has been at Rechester
since 1936, 1In 1952, he was one of the first county agents in the
mtion to receive the highest award of the Nationsl Ssfety Councll,
ite Awaxd of Merit. He received the citation for outstanding safety

work in Olmsted county,

hr)
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SELECT VIGOROUS TREE FOR HOME FRUIT PLANTING

That backyard fruit tree you promised the family you'd set out this spring
should be planted as soon as the soil can be worked.

Be sure, though, to select a variety that the family will enjoy and one that
will grow well in Minnesota, A. A, Piringer, assistant professor of horticulture at
the University of iinnesota, warns backyard orchardists, A vigorous, two-year-old
tree is best for the home fruit planting., A tree older than that will have to be
pruned back so severely that it will not bear any sooner,

Apples that will do well in most parts of the state include liantet and Oriole
(summer); Red Duchess, Beacon, Lakeland and kinjon (fall); Haralson,Fireside and
Redwell (winter); Dolgo, Whitney and Chestnut crabapples.

Here are Dr. Pirircer's sucgestions on planting fruit trees:

Dig holes for the treces at least a foot across=-large erough to accommodate the
root system without bending the roots and deep enough so the newly planted tree is
about an inch deeper than it was in the nursery. In making the hole, place the top=-
soil in a separate pile from the subsoil., After setting the tree in the hole, put
the topsoil in first, packing it carefully around the roots., The tree will get off
to a better start with the best soil around the rcots. Add a bucket of water if the
soil is dry., Finish filling the hole, using the subsoil on top. Leave the top
two or three inches of surface loose with a shallow depression around the tree to

catch and hold water,

Prune the young tree carefully, selecting strong, wide-angled branches to form
the framework. These "scaffold" branches should be spaced at least eight inches
apart up and down the trunk,

Don't be disappointed, Dr., Piringer warns, if your trees don't start bearing
fruit right away. Cherry plums bear sooner than any other fruit trees, but it takes
three years for them to start fruiting, Four years, however, is the minimum for
apple trees to begin bearing; five to seven years is the average fruiting time,
Dwarf apple trees may start fruiting in the third or fourth year, but they are

recommended for planting on a trial basis only,
B-939-jbn
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FIRST SOIL mOISTURE SURVEY FINDINGS

Minnesota's first statewide soil moisture survey, completed today, shows that
moisture reserves in the southern tier of counties are medium to low. This dryness
extends north into Sibley, Scott and Carver counties,

George R. Blake, University of Minnesota soil physicist who coordinated the
study--a joint undertaking by the University's Soils department, the U. S. Soil
Conservation service and the Weather Bureau--says that a total of 39 locations were
sampled at one=, two-, three- and four-foot depths, starting about three weeks ago.

He cautions that only one or two locations were sampled in each county and
thus some parts of the county may have more or less than the survey shows, Samples
were taken from land that was in corn in 1955. Red River Valley county tests were
on land planted to wheat in 1955,

Here is a summary of the findings:

SOUTHERN COUNTIES ~-- Dodge, Fillmore, Mower and Winona counties are low in reserve
moisture-~with Fillmore critically low. Goodhue and Mower counties have a fair
reserve, Olmsted and Wabasha a good reserve.

SOUTH CENTRAL COUNTIES =-=-- Freeborn, Le Sueur, Martin, Rice, Scott, Steele and

Waseca have a fair-to-good moiéture supply, except the second testing location in
Martin county and the one in Scott county.

CENTRAL COUNTIES =--- Nearly all the samples from central counties had fair to good
moisture. Exception: Sibley county and the second sampling point in Stevens county.
SOUTHWESTERN COUNTIES «~= Cottonwood, Lincoln, Lyon, liurray, Redwood, Rock and
Yellow Medicine counties had a fair-to-good moisture supply. Exceptions: Pipestone,
Nobles and Jackson, which showed a poor reserve.

RED RIVER VALLEY === Clay and Norman counties, the two sampled, had a high soil

moisture.
(more)




First Soil Moisture Survey Findings, Page 2

In interpreting the survey, Blake says that much depends on the spring and
summer rains-~-if we have only a little rain and the runoff and evaporation are high
in the next 60 days, moisture reserves would be critically low.

But with normal or above-normsl spring rains and low runoff and evaporation,
many shortages would be corrected.

The Weather Bureau states that a little over 40 per cent of our total annual
rainfall comes in April and June.

Rain has been scarce in southern Minnesota in April-~the surface few
inches of many fields are dry. This has made seedbed preparation difficult and
threatens to endanger seed germination in some fields.

However, only a little rain would erase much of this danger. Blake explains
that a8 dry surface has little relationship to moisture reserves several inches
deeper in the soil.

He says that fields sown in alfalfa last year would now probably have 1less
soil moisture than corn fields. Alfalfa is a heavy moisture user and draws deeper
on the moisture reservoir than corn does,

On the other hand, small grains use a little less moisture than corn and are
harvested much earlier. Thus, there's a greater chance that rains could fill the
low soil moisture reservoirs some small-grain growing counties have.

Blake says that the surveyors made no comparison of the moisture reserves under
good and poor conservation practices. Research has shown that contouring and
minimum tillage allow more rain to enter the underground soil moisture reservoir.

The University soil scientist says that the wise farmer will gain an inch
or two of water in his soil reservoir by following the recommended soil manage-

ment and soil conservation practices.

B=940=-hrj




University Farm and Home News

,Institute of Agriculture

University of Minnesota

St. Paul 1, Minnesota

April 25, 1956 : Immediate Release

ALUMNI KING CHOSEN FOR MINNESOTA ROYAL

Robert W. Worcester, 4237 Salem Avenue, St. Louis Park, agricultural economist
for the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, has been chosen Alumni King to reign
over linnesota Royal at the University of Minnesota's St. Paul campus May 5-7.

Minnesota Royal is the St. Paul campus' big three-day open house for prospective
students and their parents,

Worcester is a 1947 graduate of the University's College of Agriculture and
is president of the Minnesota Economic Club.,

In college, he was president of the Ag Student Council, a member of the
All-University Council, the Ag YMCA council, the Punchinello Players, Alpha Zeta
fraternity, and was president of Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity,

Before coming to his present position, he was on the staff of the Economics
department of Iowa State college, Ames, was managing editor of Iowa Farm Science
and assistant editor of Farm Policy Forum, and was a market analyst for the Central
Livestock association of South St. Paul.

Here are some of the things kinnesota Royal visitors will see:

* The Soils department will demonstrate how radioactive phosphorus and other
soil minerals are followed with a Geiger counter when they are absorbed by plants,

The School of Veterinary Medicine will show X-Ray machines large enough
to X-Ray cows and horses.
* The Dairy department will put on display the nation's largest herd of
twin and triplet dairy animals.

Sunday, May 6, Commissioner of Agriculture Byron Allen will speak.

B=941=-hrj
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STATE 4-H LAND JUDGING TEAM TO NATIONAL CONTEST

Four Chippewa county 4-H members will participate in the 4-H division of the
National Land Judging contest in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, May 3 and 4,

They are Harlan Tolin, Arnold Gulden and Ronald Knutson of Montevideo, and
Rodney Taatjes of Clara City. They received the trip to the national contest by
winning the State 4-H Land Judging contest at Plowville in September. They will be
accompanied by Roger Larson, Chippewa county assistant agricultural agent,

In the competition, 4«H teams will judge such points as soil texture, soil
depth, drainage, erosion and land use. They will compete for both team and indi-
vidual prizes.

The four Chippewa county boys have done outstanding work in their local 4-H
clubs, as well as in state contests. They have been enrolled in 4-H work from six
to 12 years,

Tolin is presidemt and a junior leader of the Grace Pathfinders 4=H club,
Active in beef and livestock judging projects, he has won several trips to the
Junior Livestock show and the State Fair,

Taatjes was one of the state winners in soil conservation in 1954, He is a
junior leader in the Rheiderland Rockets 4-H club,

Knutson is an active 4-H leader in the Spartan 4-H club and served as a junior
leader at the Chippewa county 4=H camp last year.

Gulden, a member of the Mandt Live Wires 4«H club for nine years, is carrying
the mechanics, dairy, beef and swine projects,

The Minnesota C~nners' and Freezers' association is sponsoring trips of the

Minnesota team to the National Land Judging contest, B-942-jbn
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U. MEN SUGGEST TRYING EARLY CORN HYBRIDS

Plant earlier-maturing hybrids on at least part of your corn acreage--that's
the suggestion of University of Minnesota corn scientists,

Their reason: a set of yield tests in 1955--an exceptionally dry year in
southern Minnesota--showed that earlier hybrids will do better in dry weather. In
addition, of course, they are always safer from frost.

E. L. Pinnell, University corn specialist in charge of corn breeding for
southern Minnesota, reports that of 14 hybrids the earliest maturing seven gave
an average six bushels per acre higher yield at a 22,000-plant population.

At a 17,000-plant population, the early group was three bushels higher--and
at the 11,000-plant level, it was only a half bushel higher. The lesson: early
hybrids do better at high populations in a dry season.

Southern Minnesota tests show an average advantage of about four bushels per
acre for the later hybrids in that zone, as compared to the earlier ones., But
this four-bushel advantage was found only at the 11,000 plant population,

So, now that farmers are using higher rates--15 to 18,000 plants per acre--
it seems likely that much the later hybrids' yield advantage will disappear,

The reason is that earlier hybrids stand crowding much better and will grow their
yield before late summer drouth sets in,

Each bag of seed corn sold in Kinnesota carries on its tag a maturity rating
in days. In southern Minnesota, the ratings for adapted hybrids will be 108 to
112; 110-114: 112-116; and 114-118. Hybrids rated later than this are not
recommended for southern Minnesota,

B~943-hrj
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NATIONAL HOME DEMONSTRATION WEEK APRIL 29=MAY 5

Special Achievement Day programs will highlight National Home Demonstration
Week April 29-May 5 for more than 50,000 rural women in Minnesota,

They are members of 3,300 local groups enrolled in the Minnesota agricultural
extension home program,

The Minnesota homemakers will observe the week along with five and a half
million homemakers throughout the nation who are taking part in what is probably the
most far-reaching educational program for women,

Open to all rural women, the extension home program is an educational activity
reaching beyond the walls of the classroom, It brings to all members of the family,
right in their homes and in their communities, the most recent information on new
developments and research in home economics. It is carried into rural hinnesota
communities by 70 home agents and a small group of state home economics specialists
as a cooperative undertaking of the U. S, Department of Agriculture, the University
of Minnesota and the local counties.

Theme of county=-wide achievement programs, as well as of National Home Demon=
stration Week, is "Today's Home Builds Tomorrow's World," At many of the programs
attention will be called to the part women have played in making their homes more
comfortable and attractive and life on the farm more satisfying since this program

for better homemaking was started. Exhibits illustrating typical and outstanding

activities of extension home groups will be displayed in store windows in many
communities,

Recognition will also be given during the week to 21,000 hiinnesota women who
have served as volunteer, unpaid leaders in helping county home agents and state home
economics specialists bring the latest information in homemaking to local women,
After being trained by the home agent or specialists, these women act as teachers,
bringing subject matter information to their own groups., Through this unique

leader-training plan, it is possible for only 70 home agents and a small staff of
state home economics specialists to teach a varied program in homemaking and family

living to thousands of women in every county in the state, B=9443bn
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FARMERS FROM MIDDLE EAST TO MINNESOT A

Three International Farm Youth exchangees from the Middle East will be living
with farm families in Minnesota from the end of April through July.

They are Abdelrahim Issa Ibrahim, 19, Jericho, Jordan; Yacoub Jarrouj, 18,
Baino, Akar, Lebanon; Younis Mahmoud, 23, Athamya, Baghdad, Iraq.

According to Stanley Meinen, district 4-H club leader at the University of
Minnesota, the young men will arrive in the Twin Cities on Sunday, April 29, They
will spend the period from April 30-June 17 in Anocka, Chisago and Isanti counties
and from June 18-July 28 in East Polk, West Polk and Pennington counties. They will
attend State 4-H club week June 5 to 8 on the University's St. Paul campus, Each of
the exchangees will 1live with four different farm families while in Minnesota, to
get an opportunity to observe American home life.

The three men are part of a group of 18 from Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan and
Lebanon who came to the United States on April 21 under the International Farm Youth
Exchange program., Upon arrival they had a week's orientation in Washington, D. C.,
where they visited with officials of the Departments of Agriculture and State and

embassies of their countries,

The International Farm Youth Exchange program is sponsored by the National
4-H Club Foundation and the Cooperative Extension Service, with the assistance in
the Middle ELast of the Ford Foundation and the American University of Beirut,
Lebkanon. Its purpose is to bring about better understanding among nations at the
grass roots level,

Before coming to this country, Ibrahim was enrolled at the Vocational Train-
ing center in Jericho, where he studied farming, He is especially interested in
observing poultry and dairy farming in this country. When he returns to Jordan,
he hopes to work at the Arab Development Society farm. Until 1948 he lived on a
250~-acre farm where the major crops were oranges, vegetables and cereals and
where livestock included cows, sheep and rabbits.

Jarrouj has been studying and teaching in the Jibrail Rural Fellowship center,
He is interested in starting rural club work in his home country. He plans to go

into farming, He lives on a farm of 8 irrigated acres where fruit, wheat and corn
are raised,

Mehmoud has been working as a farm supervisor. He has lived for four years
on a 25-acre farm where the principal crops are wheat, ‘barley and vegetables and
the livestock consists of cows and chickens., Agricultural Extension work is one
of his special interests. B-945~ibn
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BEEKEEPERS! SLORT CCURSE SCHEDULED

The annual Beekeepers! Short Course will be held May 9-11 on the University
of Minnesota's St. Paul campus,

Announcement came today from J,0, Christianson, director of short courses.
M.H, Haydak, well-ltnown bee authority and associate professor ef entomology,
and C.D. Floyd, state Department of Agriculture aplarist, are co-chairmen of
the course.

One of the principal speakers will be W,C, Rothenbuhler, bee breeding
scientist of Iowa State college, Ames., An suthority on artificial insemination,
Rothenbuhler will speak on modern bee breedins techniques.

Other course speakers include T.A, Gochnauer, entomolezy research associate,
and T.,7., Aamodt, state entomologzist.

Complete facts on the course are available from the Short Course 0ffice,

Institute of Agriculture, University of Minnesota, St. Paul 1, Minnesota
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MORE L-H'FRS
CAN FIND
FORESTRY USEFUL
Nearly three~fifths of the forest lands in the United States are owned by farm-
ers and other rural people, and more than five million acres of Minnesota's forest
lands are rurally owned.
These facts make the L-H forestry project especially vital, says Club (County)

Agent .

Although some Minnesota counties have more forest acres than others, it is im-
portant for L-H'ers in all counties to take part in the forestry project, according
to Marvin Smith, extension forester at the University of Minnesota. The family farm
may have only a small wooded area, but if it is to be healthy and productive, it
needs good tree farm management as much as a whole section of wooded land.

In the forestry project a L-H'er learns the value of farm woodlands as a2 source
of income and gains an understanding of good forestry practices, including planting,
reseeding, harvesting and proper cutting. Club members learn about the use and
planting of shelterbelts. They are instructed in ways of protecting forests and
woodlands from damage by fire, destructive grazing, insects and disease.

Project activity includes sdmething for every interest and every area of the
state. Emphasis is also given to forest appreciation by means of leaf, twig and
wood sample collections and study.

The L-H forestry awards include all-expense trips to the National L-H Congress
for 12 national winners, prizes for each state winner and gold medals to all county

winners.

The L-H forestry project will prove interesting and valuable to both beginners

and long-time club members, says .
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FILLERS for Your Column and Other Uses....

Soybeans are Mellowers =-- Did you know that soybeans have a mellowing effect on
the s0il? This, University of Minnesota agronomists say, makes a much better seed-
bed for small-seecded legures and flax. Because of the favorable soil structurc it
isn't necessary to plow for most crops following soybeans--except where the straw is
very heavy and the weeds are bad.

#0333 3t st

Trefoil Planting Tip -- Even the best birdsfoot trefoil seed may have as high as

60 per cent hard seeds. Thus, you may have to use more seed. University of Minne-
sota extension agronomist Rodney A. Briggs says there are about L00,000 seeds to a
pound and a bushel of seed weighs 60 pounds.

R LR

Monetary Help for Tree Planting -- It isn't too late in the year to get in on

the 1956 ACP cost-sharing program for tree-planting in farm shelterbelts., The ACP
cost-sharing payment is $1.50 per 100 trees or shrubs planted. And, cost-sharing up
to §5 per acre may be authorized for taking out scrubby brush to allow planting good
trees. There's more to the plan, too. See your local ACP office.

IR

High Corn Yields in the North -- We don't usually think of northern or north

central Minnesota as a corn-growing area. Yet, in this year's official X-Tra Yield
Corn Contest, Duane Pearson, a farmer near Ogilvie harvested 139 bushels per acre.
Ogilvie is 100 miles straight north of Minneapolis. A University of Minnesota exten-
sion soils specialist, Harold Jones, says this proves that with the right varieties,
soil testing for proper fertilization and wise growing methods, it can be done in

the north.



News Bureau To all counties
University of Minnesota

Institute of Agriculture ATT: HOME AGENTS

St. Paul 1 Minnesota

April 30 1956 For use week of May 7 or
after

INCLUDE SAFETY
WHEN BUILDING
OR REMODELING

Planning to build or remodel soon?
Then remember to include essential safety features as you plan and construct

the individual rooms and various built-in features, cautions Home Agent .

st —

She passes on some specific suggestions for building in safety from Glenn
Prickett, extension safety specialist at the University of Minnesota.

Bathrooms would be safer with non-breakable metal soap dishes and non-breakable
towel bars, light switches that cannot be reached from tub or shower, a built-in
slot for used razor blades and grab bars for tub and shower, the safety specialist
says.

A well planned kitchen providing maximum safety as well as maximum convenience

is a "must". Counters and other built-in furniture should have rounded corners, and
the range should be located away from windows to prevent the possibility of curtains

catching fire, Heavy wiring for a sufficient number of outlets for all electrical
appliances is an important safety precaution., Sliding cupboard and closet doors are
another safety feature.

Stairways will not be the scene of so many accidents if home owners will observe
a few safety measures such as providing light switches at both top and bottom of the
stairs, keeping tread and riser measurements as nearly uniform as possible throughout
the house, and installing continuous handrails on any staircase of more than two
steps.

When planning closet and storage space, be sure that shelves are strong and
within easy reach and that all storage space is well lighted, If possible allow
adequate storage space on ground level for bicycles, garden tools and other outdoor
equipment.

As an aid to night traffic around the house, place a small night light near the
baseboard on stairs, in the hall, bedroom and bathroom.

If there are small children, allow space for play activities, out of the way of
the main traffic or work areas. -eh--jbn-
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FARROW PIGS FOUR
TIMES A YEAR
TO CUT COSTS

Hog prices are rising again following their normal seasonal drop. Last fall
the corn-hog ratio was 10 to 1 and less profitable than at any time since 1936,
vhen it was 9.9 to 1.

The corn-hog ratio is the number of bushels of corn that can be bought from the
sale of 100 pounds of live pork.

County Agent says this makes good management practices a Number One
factor in profitable hog production.

H. G. Zavoral, University of Minnesota extension livestock specialist, says the
two~-litter system has always shown a higher sales return than once-a-year farrowing.

Multiple farrowing - that is, farrowing pigs two, three and even four times a
year - will level out marketings and eliminate some of the extreme seasonal low
price periods.,

Zavoral says by using buildings over the whole year a farmer can market many
more hogs with a smaller investment in buildings and equipment.

By taking two litters of pigs a year from his sows a farmer can sell more pigs
as top butchers. A farmer farrowing two groups of sows twice a year would gain a
still greater advantage. For instance, a twelve-sow farrowing house used four times
a year would farrow L8 litters. ]

Using this system a farmer will get more use from/%&?ldings, and be able to
use his labor and equipment the year around. He will also get more top of the market
prices with sales of his barrows and gilts, and will be able to market his sows at
higher prices.

Zavoral suggests farrowing quarters be allowed to "rest" 30 days between farrow-

ings. They should be properly disinfected before each new group of sows is brought

‘ in. This helps prevent many little pig diseases.

-af-
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PROPER STORAGE
FOR CLEAN GRAIN
PAYS OFF

Rodents and birds that spoil and eat grain in storage are one set of pests you
cdon't have to put up with. The proper storage structure to completely defeat them
costs a lot less than the damage they can do in a year.

County Agent puts it this way: if you stored 3,000 bushels of

grain in buildings that don't keep the robbers out, you can lose as much as 300
bushels a yearL

If that were $2 wheat, that'd be $600. Even being very conservative and figur-
ing oniy a one per cent loss--that's 30 bushels--that'd still be a $60 loss.

How much do preventive measures cost? You can rodent-proof the average farm
granary for $25 if it has/good foundation. H, L. Parten, University of Minnesota
extension entomologist, says it can be done. And, for another $5 you can spray the
bins for insects. This makes a total of $30--still only half that $60 loss. That
other $30 can be spent for labor.

And, of course, the anti-rodent, anti-bird job will last for several years and
will pay for itself many times over in cleaner, higher-grading grain--and more of it,
The county extension office has full facts on rodent-proofing buildings for
grain storage.

<hrj-
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SAFETY AWARDS GIVEN

Four individusl and 81 counties received special recognition at the
Governor®s Safety Award dinner this (Tuesday, May 1) evening at the Radissen
hotel, iinneapolis, for fam and hone safety wark.

George Gehant, Sr., Clarkfield, Cormodity representative for the state ASC,
Agricultursl Stabilization Conservation) committee, wes cited by the iinnesots
Safety council for leng=tine service to safsty., Four=H club menbers Jeanette
Ziegler, Blue Earth and George Rabshl, Rochester, received citations feor
meritoricus service to safety from the National Safety council, Chicago, Ill.
Rachel Speltz, Xinnelska, fles svarded a gold watch from the St, Paul Pionser
Press~-Dispatch as champion 4-H safety demonetrator at the 1955 Minngsots
State F:ir.

Olmsted county was winner of a plague for its well rounded farm and hexe
safety program. Ten other countiee received certificates of recognition
frau the HMinnesota Safety council: Brown, Carver, Fresborn, Goodhue,
Redwood, Renville, Scott, Sherburne, St. Leuis and ¥ seca. Eighty=five

couinties submitted reports of safety work.
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