Minutes”

Senate Research Committee
Monday, March 23, 2009
2:15-4:00
238A Morrill Hall

Present: Dan Dahlberg (chair), Melissa Anderson, Peter Argenta, Linda Bearinger, Jerry Cohen,
Tricia Conway, Leslie Delserone, Michelle Lamere, Jennifer Linde, Timothy Mulcahy,
Federico Ponce de Leon, Karen Williams, Jean Witson, Lynn Zentner

Absent: Arlene Carney, James Cotter, Paula Chesley, Robin Dittman, Genevieve Escure, Tom
Hayes, Frances Lawrenz, Mark Paller, Steven Ruggles, George Trachte, Andrew Van de
Ven

Guests: Dean Gail Dubrow, Myrna Smith (Graduate School)

Other: none

[In these minutes: research issues and the Graduate School]

Research Issues and the Graduate School

Professor Dahlberg convened the meeting at 2:15 and welcomed Dean Dubrow and Ms. Smith to
the meeting to discuss research issues associated with proposed changes in the Graduate School and
graduate education. The Committee voted unanimously to close the meeting.

Dean Dubrow, Ms. Smith, and the Committee discussed a number of matters until 3:55. The
Committee reviewed data on graduate fellowships and information on Graduate School award programs
and competitions. The discussion touched on the following topics.

-- University and Graduate School policies relevant to the reorganization process

-- The reasons that have been advanced for reorganizing graduate education

-- The role the Graduate School plays in such areas as fellowships, faculty grants-in-aid, interdisciplinary
programs, admissions, postdocs, etc.

-- The strengths and weaknesses of various administrative units as new homes for activities previously
carried out by the Graduate School.

-- The potential impact of reorganization on graduate programs, faculty, students, and postdoctoral
scholars.
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-- The potential impact of peer review and strategic/discretionary decision-making models on equity,
excellence, and innovation in graduate education.

-- The current structure of the Graduate School's governance system and role of faculty and students in
governance of graduate education after the reorganization.

-- Factors that have contributed to excellence in graduate education in peer or aspirational peer
institutions.

-- The respective roles of senior leadership, deans, faculty and students in shaping the future of graduate
education at the University.

Professor Dahlberg thanked Dean Dubrow and Ms. Smith for joining the meeting.

Committee voiced considerable concern about the possible effects on research from the loss of
the Graduate School. The Committee directed Professor Dahlberg to represent its views at the next
meeting of the Faculty Consultative Committee. Professor Dahlberg also agreed to draft a statement from
the Committee to be included, after Committee review, on the docket of the April 2 Faculty Senate
meeting.

Professor Dahlberg adjourned the meeting at 4:10.

-- Gary Engstrand

University of Minnesota



