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Dr. Knoll and the members of the Knoll lab are broadly interested in the 
evolution of life, the evolution of Earth surface environments, and the 
relationships between the two. They are particularly interested in Archean 
and Proterozoic paleontology and biogeochemistry; however, both past and 
current projects include investigations of selected problems in Phanerozoic 
Earth history. Motivating evolutionary issues include the diversification of 
prokaryotic metabolisms on the Precambrian Earth, the initial radiation of 
eukaryotic life, and the rise of large complex algae and animals near the end 
of the Proterozoic Eon.   
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