
Commission on Disabilities 
May 5, 1999 

1 O to 11 am, Garden Room 
Minutes 
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Attendance: John Weiske, Judy Brommen, Penny Cragun, Beth Esselstrom, Barb Hauck, Patty 
Samberg, Erik Larsen, Tom Griffin, Pam Griffin, Dorab Baria, Jan Ringer, Georgia Keeney, 
Roger Petry, Deborah Petersen-Perlman 

Guest: Keith Bolin 

Approval of M:m .. !t-es: Approved as written 

Old Business: 
1. Automatic Door Problem (guest Keith Bolin)- Officer Bolin stated that there are 
different types of automatic door openers. On some doors there is only one opener that opens 
both doors. On timing these doors, Officer Bolin found that they allowed 23 to 27 seconds to get 
through both doors. Others have 2 separate buttons for each door." Wasn't sure w~y some had 2 
buttons and some had one; perhaps it has to do with size of air space? ,Erik Larson will take the 
problem of getting caught in the air space to Jim Strohmeier who is an electrician on campus. 
Erik will get back to us on this. 

2. Commission brochure- printing and distribution 
Patty will take digital photos of doors to use on the brochure and the web page Roger offered to 
help with getting the photos onto the web page and brochure. A special thank you to Roger for 
doing the web page and being so helpful with technology. 

3. Student Assistance Center desk- update 
Jan read a letter from Teresa Orso stating that a new dealer for office furniture has taken 
measurements for the changes in the Student Assistance Center and Career Services desks. The 
old dealer is no longer in business and this has slowed progress. 

4. Update on "chat room" 
We discussed setting up a chat room for peopie to give feedback on disability problems. Pam said · 
that she had asked Jason Davis about getting a student to work on it and he agreed to do that. We 
had concerns about who would moderate the chat room, set rules, prevent flaming, & correct 
inaccuracies. We decided that it would be too much work for the number of staff available. 
Instead we would like to do links off the Commission brochure to a person that could solve a 
problem (e.g. Parking problem to campus police). We all agreed to take the issue back to our 
departments to see what they think of this idea. 

5. Update on AFA speaker, Mark Wellman. 
About 50 people attended this program. There was a good mix of people from AFA and Outdoor 
Program. @ people with disabilities were able to try climbing the wall. Speaker used both video 
and slides and then worked with students at the climbing wall. 

6. Chair replacement and new members 
A letter will be sent to CLA in the fall to get a replacement member. Georgia will co-chair with 
Jan. Patty volunteered to do CUFS next year. Judy will take minutes. (Thank you to all!) 
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7. Report on Lydia Block Presentation: 
Penny reported that there was a poor turnout possibly due to timing. The presentation did open 
some doors to working with individuals. Twin Cities campus has developed a grant that will 
include UMD. If the grant is procured we will continue this work with faculty. Georgia 
volunteered to help with CEHSP faculty. 

8. Transportation 
Jan got a call from Harry Zabrocki regarding handicap accessible transportation. Harry has 
talked to Cab Care and they can usually offer same day service. They would charge $15 per 
pickup plus $1.20/ mile. Harry thought it would work to have an authorization form faxed to 
the requesting department and then the department could request through P.O. The portion of 
money above ar.d beyond the usual cost. 

The committee thought this sounded cumbersome and would like a staff person in the 
transportation office designated. Beth will draft a letter to Harry in fall listing the procedure 
that we think will work. It was suggested that she speak with Penny Morton and Ken Gilbertson 
as both of them take lots of trips. It was also suggested that perhaps an order form be put on the 
web so that the transportation office has all the information it needs when requEj!sting the 
vehicle. 

New Business: 
1. Georgia had a faculty member ask about a student with chemical sensitivity who had requested 
some classroom changes. Tom Griffin has worked with chemically sensitive people and suggested 
that the student come to see him. The student needs to "verify" that s/he is chemically 
sensitive. 




