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ACROSS THE EDITOR'S DESK 

The Post Office department has been 
deluging me recently with copies of 
11Farm and Home Science" with notations 
such as: 

"Moved two years ago" 
"Never known here" 
"Left, no forwarding address 11 

So could you check your lists of 
Farm and Home Science, and other lists 
as well, to keep them up-to- date . Fed­
eral law requires a yearly check on all 
your mailing lists . 

Definitions : 

One authority (?) defines public re­
lations as 11Das Braggen um schoen grupe. II 
Then there is the more conventional: 
"Doing good and getting credit for it." 

11Public Relations News", one of the 
leading exponents in the field declares, 
"Public relations is the management func­
tion which evaluates public attitudes, 
identifies the policies and procedures of 
an individual or an organization with the 
public interest, and executes a program 
of action to earn public understanding 
and acceptance . 11 

In filctension our work certainly must 
revolve around all of these --around 
k.nowing our publics, understanding how 
they fit into the community and then 
g~ving them the informational and educa­
tional help they want . 

Harold B. Swanson 

April 19 19.58 

TO 1'H~ H .A. 1 S AND 4-H AGENTS 

Stories Meeting Your Needs? 
Each week you receive in the neus 

packet at least one story each for home 
and 4-H agent use. Twice a month you 
receive Helps for Home Agents. If you 
feel the need of a story or short itom 
on some subject which isn't being cov­
ered, I 1d appreciate your suggestions. 
Drop me a line. 

National Home Demonstration Week Packet 
- A packet of three stories went out to 
you last week for use during the three 
weeks before Home Demonstration Week. 
Localize them as much as possible. For 
Home Demonstration Week we hope you're 
plannin$ a special feature with your 
editor (with pictures) on your Achieve­
ment Day or some phase of your home 
program. 

We rd like to get clippings of some of 
your features . 

}lease Check Copy Before Sending 
Frequently when we send you fill-in 

stories, we quote an alternate authori­
ty in parentheses - for example, County 
4-H (Home) Agent • The idea is 
for you to decide whether the 4-H Agent 
or the Home Agent is to be quoted. But, 
alas! We get clippings of your stories 
which quote 4-H (Home) Agent Jane Doe. 
Please check or have your s ecretary 
check - your stories before they go to 
the editors,so :rou eliminate one of the 
alternate choices ue give you. 

Frozen Foods 1·Teek May 14-21 
Frozen Foods~fkek would bo a good 

time to use radio and press to h:ighlight 
information on freezi ng asparagus and 
other foods. - - -Jo Nelson 
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OFF TH: PRESS 

The picture series 
ISone·or· themore 
eff ecM:ve , y 8' t 
seldom used · news 
devices. Tho ser­
ies of mats we 
sent recently on 
wheel-track plant­

ing is an example of how this can be 
done. Naturally, that particular series 
wouldn't be usable in many northern 
counties--although corn is creeping far­
ther north all the· time. 

The same approach, however, can be used 
on any other subject in your county. 
How? For example: Perhaps weed control 
is one of your big problems this year. 
Why not shoot· a good black - and-white. 
picture on each of about four farms hav­
ing weed control demonstrations this 
year? You could · show the .herbicide be­
ing appli'ed, the crop in the demonstra­
tion, and, by mid.;..summer,some of the re-
sults. · 

If you ask your editors about this, the 
chances are they.1 ll be enthu~iastic. In 
fact, you may get an editor to take tho 
pictures for: such a series. 

Ross Huntsinger worked with a local pap­
er on a farm · safety series of this type 
last summer . 

The familiar 11 mystery farm" series has 
been given a new wririkle in Wilkin coun­
ty. Winton Fuglie reports that county 
extension workers helped the editors se­
lect farms of leading extension coopera­
tors. Then papers printed aerial pic­
tures of the places in a "Guess This 
Fann" series. - - -Phil Tichenor 

ACROSS TIIE i1LKZ -

Today's radio lis­
tening is done just 
about everywhere 
and at almost any 
time. Generally 
radio listeners 
are busy ~ith 

something else,so 
radio f0rms the "background." The aud­
ience listens at random EXCEPT WHERE IT 
HAS A SPECIFIC INTEREST OR DFSIRES 
SPECIAL INFORMATION, 

Successful radio is filling .a need 
with short segments that 11 grab 11 the 
listener's attention for a short while 
with one message. · Radio's puppose is 
to notify and stimulate the listener 
rather than to explain. 

People now listen to stations · rather 
than programs. This is important to us 
because we want to deliver back to the 
station the number of listeners it had 
when we started. Research has phovm 
that on programs presenting information 
of strict agricultural nature, straight 
talks of mare than three or four minutes 
on one subject are a thing of the past. 
For interviews, "under five" is a good 
rule of thumb. 

TELEVISION 1S IMPACT 

TV has brought about many changes i 'n 
radio. Radio is filling a local need, 

We in Extension are in an ideal posi­
tion to help stations in this local type 
of programming. As stations specialize 
in advertising, news and sports of the 
area, our knowledge of people and hap­
penings in our field fits in like that 
final piece of the jig saw puzzle. 

. 
T~Y PRESS, RADfo TOPICS FCR MAY 

Rav Wolf 

1. Weed Control 6. Ghsn2ical handling 
2. Pasture Planning 7. Grasshopper situation, outlook 
3. Machinery Safety 8. Fertilizer placement 
4. Chickens on Range 9. Spring management dairy herd 
5. Farm Fencing 10. Painting farm buildings 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

GROWING GRAPES- -Horticulture Fact Sheet No. 1. Gunnar T. Berquist. 
Lists recommended varieties for Minnesota and gives recommendations for grape 
culture. Now available. 

MAKE YOUR NEWSLETTER BETTER--Info. Serv. Series No. 18. Maxine 
A. Larson. Tips on making your newsletter easier to read and tips on making it 
more attractive. Enclosed with this tip sheet. 

PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH OVA TRANSFER BETWEEN CATTLE-­
Tech. Bul. 222. 76 pp. by P. J. Dziuk, J. D. Donker, J. R. Nichols, and W. E. 
Petersen. (Reports on investigations in this field carried out by Dairy Depart­
ment scientists; not intended for use outside of the technical field.) May delivery. 

REVISED PUBLICATIONS 

THE HOME LAWN--Ext. F. 165. 16 pp. by Richard J. Stadtherr. In­
cludes some new grass varieties, also expanded recommendations on disease 
control. 

BEING REPRINTED 

Ext. P. 184--THE HOME FRUIT SPRAY GUIDE 

"MINNESOTA FARM AND HOME SCIENCE" 

Articles scheduled for the forthcoming May issue cover such subjects as 
the following: qualities of suiting fabrics; the revolution in fertilizer nitrogen; 
11 57 years of farm records"; bunker silos; plastic greenhouses; what's new in calf 
starters; progress in the control of bovine mastitis; how cockroaches serve science 
fertility control in cattle; crushers, crispers, and dehydration of hay; a review of 
swine breeding, past, present, and future; new varieties of farm crops; communi ­
ty relations of older rural youth; spices as "antioxidants"; and research being done 
on the Canada thistle. 

- - Earl Brigham, Maxine Larson 
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