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December 1, 1955 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIOJI.TS PERTAINING TO THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 

SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

by 

Carl Graftunder 

Although Korea has a rich and beautiful heritage in architecture as 

well as the other arts~ many of the buildings presently being constructed 

seem to be merely self-conscious attempts to cop,y western architecture with-

out showing a thorough understanding of the basic requirements and functions 

ot the problem to be solvedo This leads to the waste of precious materials 

and much effort and often results in buildings that are not suited for the 

complex problems of contemporary use o 

In my opinion~ the most worthwhile objective of the Department would be 

to provide an atmos}ilere in which both students and faculty could apply 

themselves to the study of craati ve architectural design o 

At present the limitations of equipnent, curriculum, faculty and 

space all conspire against this objectiveo The study of architecture consists 

principally of lectures about architecture and provides very little laboratory 

work in the design and planning of buildings., 

CURRICULUM 

The Engineering College offers a four year course in Architectural 

Engineeringo The major part of the curriculum consists of lectures in applied 

mathematics, construction materials and methods~ building equipnent, history 

of architecture, and a few laboratory courses in planning and designo 

Although the lecture courses are generally of high quality and are 

well attended, they do not take the place of concentrated daily work in 

the drafting room., Consequently, although the students and graduates are 
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Nell versed in the technical aspects of building construction, they have very 

little experience in creative architectural plarming and design" 

I suggest that the lecture courses during the second, third, and fourth 

years be reorganized and compressed to fit into the morning hours, leaving the 

entire afternoon of each day free for laboratory work in architectural designo 

The courses in architectural design should consist of a number of realistic 

planning and design exercises calculated to develop the ability of the student 

to analyze and solve the problem of designing contemporary buildings$ Each 

class should be under the continuous supervision of a design instructor capable 

of assisting each student in the individual solution of his problem .. 

FACULTY 

At present the faculty consists of one full professor who is head of 

the DeJErtment, one associate professor 1 one assistant professor, and a 

number of instructors and lecturers, most of whom are part time.. There seems 

to be very little group spirit among members of the faculty, each man arriving 

for his appointed lectures and leaving soon atterwards<f In spite of the fact 

that each man may do an excellent job in his particular specialty, this is not 

conducive to the operation of an integrated department or to a high degree of 

department loyalty on the part of the students. 

The laboratory classes which need the most concentrated assistance and 

which if expanded as recamnended in this report will require even more time on 

the part of the faculty • seem to suffer most at the present time o I believe 

that each of the three classes in architectural design should become the major 

responsibility of one of three design critics o These men could be selected from 

the existing faculty on the basis of design abilityo Since the time required 

of a design instructor would greatly exceed the time presently devoted to school 

activities, these men should receive increased compensation for their efforts .. 
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In my opinion, the work of these design critics could best be coordinated 

with the lecture coursestnder the direction of a chairman who is senior to the 

existing faculty members and capable of gaining the respe.ct and cooperation of 

the faculty .. 

EQUIPMENT 

The present lack of equipment makes it virtually impossible to teach architecture 

on anything but a lecture basiso So the other recommendations in this report 

hinge on the delivery o.t' equipment itemized elsewhere and being processed for 

procurement tor the Department o.t' Architecture~ This equipnent consists of: 

A. Books. periodicals and slides 

B. Dratting room equipnent 

C. Shop equipnent for concrete testing and experimenta.l. student 

construction work 

It is imperative that the equip118nt supplied under this contract be properly 

stored, installed, and issued upon its arrival. To accomplish this it will be 

necessary to select a responsible individual in the Department of Architecture 

to supervise the storage and distribution of all equipnent .. 

SPACE 

The Department of Architecture occupies various staff, lecture and drafting 

rooms in Buil~ Noo 2 on the Engineering College camp~so In my opinion, 

the school would gain in solidarity and could be more easily managed, if all 
spaces 

itsJwere concentrated in one part of the buUdingc. This could be done with 

a minimum of effort. and expenditure, but would require that those rooms designated 

for drafting be heated in sane way during the winter months .. 

One important new space requirement will be the fitting out of laboratories 

and storerooms for the new equiJIIlent as it arrives .. 

ADVISORS 

I recommend that the reorganization of the curriculum and faculty be timed 

to coincide with the arrival of the new equipnent and that at that time an 
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adviser from the School of Architecture at the University of Minnesota be on 

hand to assist in setting up the courses in architectural designo In my 

opinion the adviser should have experience in actual building design and con­

struction as well as the abilltyto organize the design program. 

The staff members from the Department of Architecture at Seoul National 

University who will be at the University of Minnesota next year shou.ld be given 

ample opportunity to study the organization and procedures in all classes, 

particularly those in architectural design. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

During my stay I was able to assist in the planning of a new classroom 

and laboratory buUding and a new auditorium for the College of Agriculture. I 

also helped organize a group of architectural students to study the future 

requirements of the College of Engineering and prepare a master plan including 

facilities for future dormitories, student activities, auditorium, gymnasiUm., 

library and faculty housing as well as expanded classroom and laboratory 

facilities. 

Both the faculty and the students of the Department of Architecture have 

given me a most enthusiastic welcome and have made working here a real pleasure .. 
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EXHIBIT I 

A PROPOSAL TO REORGANIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 

Although the Department of Architectural Engineering of Seoul National 

University offers excellent courses in Mathematics_ Building Materials, and 

Building Construction, it suffers greatly from the lack of emphasis on architectural 

design or planning.·. On the other hand, the student body is enthusiastic and 

eager to fill the great need for properly trained architects in Korea. The 

present curriculum needs revision in order to concentrate more time and effort 

on architectural designo However, even the limited time presently allowed for 

design and planning is largely wasted because the Department of Architectural 

Engineering is improperly organized to deal with planning problems and because 

the students lack proper space and equi)JJlent for draftingo The importance of 

space and equipnent, has been dealt with earlier. This section is concerned 

chiefly with the organization of faculty for the Department of Architectural 

Engineering. In my opinion the Department could be greatly strengthened if 

it could be reorganized along the following lines: 

L. One man in charge of present courses of instruction in 
Mathematics, Building Materials, History, etc. This 
would preferably be a full-time job. The work of this 
man would be supplemented by various assistants as is 
now the case. 

2. One man in charge of each or the three years of Architectural 
design.. These men need not be tu.ll-time, but should be 
able to demonstrate proficiency in the planning and design. 
of modern buildings. These men should have assistance as 
required by the size of classes and permitted b,y the budgeto 

3. A chairman who would preferably be from outside the School 
and would be senior to and have the respect of the other 
faculty members. This need not be a fuli-time job. · 

4o These five men would constitute a committee which under the 
direction of the Dean of the College of Engineering would 
fonnulate the policies and direction of the Department or 
Architectural Engineering. 
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If such a reorganization is possible and if adequate equipment is 

made available through our program I'm sure that the Department of Architectural 

Engineering will take its proper place in the College of Engineering of 

Seoul National University. 


