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Loss of humus in soil is one of t he serious problems of the Red River Valley. 

Soils plO\•T 11 one~bottom heavier" than 10 years ago , many farmers report. Soil Con-

servation Service men and fa.rmers agree t he c t:~.nse is too much grain and not enough 

grasses and legtune s in the rota tion . Also, they feel there is too much summer 

fallm·ringot 

Afraid of a summer drought? Here are three things M4. L. Armour, U Farm exten ... 

sion agronomist, says you C?..l1 do to :rrotect yourself against drought losses vrithout 

decreasing crop yields: 

(1) lvork the soil at right angles to the slope. Contouring l:lrovides little 

dirt dams to hold \·rater. (2 ) Leave the soil rouGh• The rougher the surface after 

seeding or planting , the more rainfe.ll 1:rill be held on the field . (J) Uork manure 

ancl crop residues into the soil. It helps checl;: runoff. The organic matter also 

provides plant food fo r gro\•ring cro ps and decreases surface moisture evaporaliion . 

Q.. Hm·r can a soil conservation district help me in my drainage problem? 

A. J3y surveying and pl anning t he type ditch needed and bzr giving you a cost 

estimate. The district SCS man does t his as part of the help he gives on a complete 

farm conservation pla11, It is up to you to do the uor1: , or hire it done . 

To malce maximum use of fertilizer on corn , be sure t _·lere are enough plants per 

a cre to fully use the material applied, Goocl ste:mds are important. Experimental 

~trork shoVTs t\'TO stall-;:s per hill Hon 1 t completely use all fertilizer . The best recom-

mendations are three stalks of corn per hill on light textured , or sandy soils and 

four on medium, or hea:V"J te:dured soils. 
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