
UMD Faculty Council Meeting 
Friday, January 22, 2016 

Approved, January 29, 2016 
 

 

Members Present: Marcus Seigar, Bruce Peckham, Nigel Wattrus,  Roger Reinsch, Molly 
Harney, Aydin Durgunoglu, Paula Gudmundson, Steve Matthews, John Hamlin, Jennifer Webb, 
Robert Lloyd 

Members Absent: Bedassa Tadesse 

 Meeting called to order: 9:05 AM  

Approval of Minutes:  A motion to approve the minutes as amended from December 11, 2015 
was put forth Steve Matthews, Roger Reinsch seconded. All were in favor.  A motion to approve 
the minutes from December 18, 2015 was put forth by Roger Reinsch, Steve Mathews seconded. 
All were in favor. A motion was put forth by Steve Matthews to approve as amended, minutes 
from January 15, 2016, John Hamlin seconded. All were in favor. 

Committee Reports:  

Research and Scholarship Committee- Aydin Durgunoglu reported that there will be a meeting 
meeting on 1/27/16, and at this time there is nothing to report from R&S. 

Graduate Council- Nigel Wattrus reported that there has been one meeting to look at 
applications for the Director of Graduate Education position. 

Curriculum Committee: Georgia Keeney was unable to attend the faculty council meeting and 
prepared a written report that was to be shared with the faculty council. It was noted by Georgia 
Keeney that the minutes from the curriculum committee to the campus governance page has not 
been done, but should be posted soon for viewing. Below is the shared report. 

Highlights of recent Campus Curriculum Subcommittee 
For Faculty Council meeting on 1/22/16 
Prepared by Georgia Keeney, chair 
 

Spring semester meetings will held at 11 AM on Thurs. First meeting is 1/28 

On the agenda for first spring meeting is discussion of Credit for Prior Learning policy 
referred to the subcommittee from Faculty Council. 



Two meetings were held since the last report to Faculty Council (meetings were held on 
11/12/15 and 12/10/15.) Minutes from all meeting will be posted to the shared 
governance webpage ASAP (Georgia requested this in October and again in January.) 

Topics discussed in fall: 

 *Clarification of special topics course proposals  

Special topics titles that have been previously approved may be offered again without 
submission of full course proposal but department must still submit a request through 
department and college and then to Academic Affairs before course is taught a second 
time. If a department wishes to offer a specific Special Topics title more than twice, they 
must submit a course proposal form and change the course to regular course.   

 *Clarification of online course approval process 

Courses scheduled to be taught with any online component (completely, primarily, or 
partially) must receive department, college and Academic Affairs approval before the 
course is scheduled to be taught online. It is possible for department staff to schedule any 
course online, but staff should confirm courses are approved to be taught online before 
scheduled as online. 

 *Continued discussion of UMD Seminar. Collegiate units are exploring different 
ways to offer seminar type classes, maybe combining with courses like liberal education 
ones or Writ 1120. More information will be forthcoming during spring semester as new 
offerings may be available for incoming fall freshmen. 

Subcommittee members are discussing the following topics with their collegiate 
curriculum committees. No forms or processes have been finalized yet. 

 *Continued discussion of curriculum proposal forms and resources to use when 
seeking approval of a new course to be taught online.  

 *Continued discussion of Community Engaged Learning (CEL) designator and 
process to be used to obtain that designation. An “extended transcript” might be used at 
UMD that reflects a broader set of student activities. 

CCLT- No report 

Old Business: 

The academic calendar will be discussed in the upcoming week at the UCC meeting. The UCC 
needs to vote on the proposed calendar. 

 



Other Business: 

Update and Discussion regarding the Department of Education. Concern was raised over Dean 
Jill Pinkney Pastrana’s absence from the department of education over the next two weeks, 
during a critical period before the BoT accreditation visit on February 18th. 

The Department of Education faculty was informed that the recent search for a new department 
head has been deemed a failed search. 

There was discussion about the EVCAA Interim position. The faculty council reviewed three 
resumes.  

The faculty would like to invite VCFO Steve Keto to a future faculty council meeting. 

The faculty council attempted to reach out to the BoT, in particular, to Erin Doan twice, first on 
December 20, 2015 then with a follow up email sent on January 14, 2016, without a response. 
These were e-mail requests from faculty council member, Steve Matthews. The follow e-mail is 
included here: 

 Dear Erin,  
 
Perhaps the original message got caught up in the frenzy that surrounds the holiday break, but 
as we had not heard back from you yet I'm re-sending. Thanks for all help you can give with this:  
On behalf of the Faculty Council, thank you very much for your willingness to answer questions 
regarding the licensure process, and re-approval of our programs at UMD. To ensure that we 
understand the process fully, we have one question following on Marc Seigar’s previous email to 
you:  
If a person other than Dean Pinkney-Pastrana were to be the contact with the Board of 
Teaching, would the re-approval of programs be derailed or significantly delayed? If so, please 
clarify. 
Also, any further clarification you might have for us on the process is always welcome. 
 
Sincerely,  
Steve Matthews 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:25 AM 

Minutes Respectfully submitted by 
Jeanne Peterson 
Executive Office and Administrative Specialist 
Department of Physics and Astronomy 
  

 



 


