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Terminology: What is Minnesota Point?

Sand bar?

Spit?

Baymouth bar?
Does it matter?

Barrier (complex, island) separating estuary 

(drowned river) from open óseaô

Key point 1: Barrier formation linked to sea-level RISE 

(simple reason = must drown river to form estuary) 

Key point 2: We need a supply of sand 



For their size, barrier islands are the most dynamic / ephemeral 

landforms on Earth (very delicate creaturesé)
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Map: Collins & Bayfield (1825)

Goals / objectives:

ÅDiscuss / critique Section 111 studies (historical and current)

ÅProvide overview of modern interplay of sediment supply 

and lake-level rise and causes of erosion / deposition

Å  Minimal discussion of MN / WI Point genesis

ÅPropose a long-term solution to the intractable situation


