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Editor’s note: this will be the last edition of E-Update for 2015. The next edition will be published on Monday,
January 11, the first day of spring semester 2016.

From the Chancellor

Is it just me or has it been an especially busy semester for all of us? | often wonder how it is that life’s pace
seems to get faster and faster each year. As we approach the end of the semester and since this is the last E-
Update of the term, | wanted to use this opportunity to highlight just a few of the many important
accomplishments that have occurred this fall, with the recognition that it is not quite over!

We launched the semester by welcoming many new faculty and staff along with our new students. | hope that
each new member of our community has found this campus as welcoming as | did when | arrived. As a visitor
mentioned the other day, “Chancellor, this is a special place and | love this campus!” | could not agree more.

Speaking of visitors, we welcomed a steady stream this fall including a few of our Regents, President Kaler, a
couple of vice presidents and other staff members from the Twin Cities campus. We also had visits from a
number of elected officials including members of the Minnesota House of Representatives and Senators from
their respective Capital Investment Committees. By all accounts these visits were highly successful.

Related to capital investments, with the help of our colleagues in AURI and full financial support from the
system, we opened a new location for Admissions on campus which will help us by serving as a welcome
center for prospective students and their families. We also made great progress on the campus’ electrical
infrastructure, allowing us to enter this winter with a much safer and more reliable electrical system. Also, of
course, the Wellness Center construction began, and we are still on schedule to open in fall of 2016.

We had our major accreditation visit from the Higher Learning Commission as part of the Academic Quality
Improvement Program (AQIP). While we have not yet received their draft report, based on the comments of
our reviewers we anticipate that this visit went well due to the dedicated work of many.

We obtained successful approval of a number of new majors which will add to our inventory of great academic
programs. These approvals were the culmination of the effort of many folks. As in all areas, we need to
constantly review, revise, and renew our academic offerings to meet the needs our students and the state.

We installed a number of new software packages including the major Enterprise System Upgrade, and very
soon the new website will be unveiled. While absolutely necessary, these upgrades are always challenging. We
should all be thankful to those who have worked and continue to work toward successful implementation.

Together, we began a fourth strategic planning initiative related to issues of diversity, inclusion, and
engagement as we continuously strive for equity for everyone in our community. As the national events attest,
this is an area of critical importance to all of us and especially for our students as we prepare them for the



challenges they will certainly face. Like all of higher education, we have much intentional work to do in this
area, but | am absolutely confident that together we will succeed; we are off to a great start.

None of these accomplishments (or the many others left unmentioned) could occur without the work of many
folks. Every office, every unit, and every one of us contributes in some way. | hope you are as proud as | am of
both this campus and of our many accomplishments. Clearly the future of UMC is very bright.

Whew! It is no wonder that we can all use the upcoming winter break. | hope the end of the term goes well for
everyone—especially our students. | also hope that you each have a restful time that allows you to renew
both your energy and your good spirits with family and friends. Enjoy the holiday, and thank you again for all
your good work.

Thank you.
Fred Wood

Chancellor
University of Minnesota Crookston

Featured Events & Activities

Soup and Substance: Global Climate Change and the Paris Talks, Wednesday, December 2 — Noonto 1 p.m.,
Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center

UMC Music and Theater Production “Amahl and the Night Visitors,” Wednesday, December 2 — 7:30 pm.,
Kiehle Auditorium, admission is free for UMC students, $3 for other students and children, $5 for adults

Thursday Commons, Fall Semester Faculty and Student Research Day, Thursday, December 3 — Noon to 2
p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center

UMC Music and Theater Production “Amahl and the Night Visitors,” Thursday, December 3 — 7:30 pm.,
Kiehle Auditorium, admission is free for UMC students, $3 for other students and children, $5 for adults

Agriculture and Natural Resources Day (ANRAD), Friday, December 4 — contests all morning at various
locations across campus, 1:15 p.m. awards ceremony, Lysaker Gym, UMC Sports Center

UMC Music and Theater Production “Amahl and the Night Visitors,” Friday, December 4 — 7:30 pm., Kiehle
Auditorium, admission is free for UMC students, S3 for other students and children, S5 for adults

Admissions Saturday Visits for Prospective Students, Saturday, December 5 — 10:30 a.m. to Noon, check-in at
Admissions, Suite A, Owen Hall

UMC Crookston Student Association (CSA) Hosts Santa Land, Saturday, December 5 - Noon to 3 p.m,,
Sargeant Student Center, free and open to the public

Music on Monday featuring Lillie Lemon, Monday, December 7 —11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Northern Lights
Lounge, Sargeant Student Center, free



Fall Semester Grad Fest, Wednesday, December 9 — 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., International Lounge, Sargeant Student
Center, all fall semester graduates are encouraged to attend

UMC Jazz Band’s Jingle Jazz Concert, Thursday, December 10 — 7:30 p.m., Kiehle Auditorium, free and open to
the public

Last Day of Instruction for Fall Semester 2015 Classes, Friday, December 11

Teambacker Basket Extravaganza Fundraiser, Friday, December 11 — 4 to 6 p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant
Student Center, open to the public

UMC Community Band Concert: Music of Minnesota, Sunday, December 13 — 3 p.m., Kiehle Auditorium, free
and open to the public

Fall Semester Final Examinations, Monday, December 14 through Thursday, December 17
Residence Halls Close for Semester Break, Thursday, December 17 — 4 p.m.

UMC Faculty and Staff Holiday Luncheon, Friday, December 18 — 11:30 to 1:30 p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant
Student Center, open to faculty and staff from UMC, the NWROC, and Extension

Christmas Holidays, Thursday, December 24, and Friday, December 25 — campus offices closed

New Year’s Holidays, Thursday, December 31, 2015, and Friday, January 1, 2016 — campus offices closed

U of M Data Center Maintenance Shutdown, Saturday, January 9, 6 a.m., through Sunday, January 10, Noon
— most online technology related services including Moodle, PeopleSoft, MyU Portal, and others will be
unavailable; U of M email and general informational websites will be available.

Campus Residence Halls Open for Spring Semester, Sunday, January 10, 2016, at 1 p.m.

Spring Semester 2016 Classes Begin Monday, January 11

For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening this week, visit UMC Today at
www.umcrookston.edu/today or review our news page at http://news.crk.umn.edu/news.
Learn more about events across the entire University of Minnesota system via Brief: http://brief.umn.edu/.

Around Campus
Administrative Affairs —

Faculty and staff from across the campus community, including UMC, the NWROC, and Extension, are
invited to attend the annual UMC Holiday Luncheon on Friday, December 18, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. A complimentary meal of pasta with sauce and meat options,
Italian vegetables, breadsticks, and assorted beverages will be served. Contact Melissa Parkin, Dining Services,
for any special dietary needs.



Academic Affairs —

The University of Minnesota Crookston Music and Theater Department will present the one-act opera
"Amahl and the Night Visitors" by Gian-Carlo Menotti on Wednesday, December 2; Thursday, December 3;
and Friday, December 4, at 7:30 p.m. nightly in Kiehle Auditorium. Admission is free for UMC students, $3 for
other students and children, and S5 for adults. The production is directed by Associate Professor George
French. The cast includes Heidi Schol, Shane Boehne, David Melichar, Eli LaCoursiere, Cody Anderson, and
Georgie French as Amahl.

The Fall Semester Faculty and Student Research Day will be held on Thursday, December 3, from noon to 2
p.m. in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. There will be five presentations:

e 12:10 p.m. -Understanding the Effects of Spent Lime on Aphanomyces Cochlioides
by student Austin Lien, Agriculture and Natural Resources Department

e 12:30 p.m. - Monetary Policies of the Federal Reserve Bank vs. the European Central Bank -
Comparison of the Traditional and Nontraditional Tools
by student Manuela Brown, Business Department

e 12:50 p.m. - Integrated Management of Invasive Cattails as Biofuel and a Wetland Management
Strategy in the Northern Great Plains of the United States and Canada
by Dan Svedarsky, Ph.D., Agriculture and Natural Resources Department

e 1:10 p.m. - High Altitude Mountain Economics: Measuring the Effects of Extreme Conditions on
Consumer Behavior
by Rutherford Johnson, Ph.D., Business Department

e 1:30 p.m. - Using Computers to Better Understand Transformations of Small Hydrocarbons by
Transition Metal lons
by Tim Dudley, Ph.D., Math, Science and Technology Department

Approximately 1,000 students from more than 50 high schools, FFA chapters, and clubs will be on campus
on Friday, December 4, for Agriculture and Natural Resources Activities Day (ANRAD). The event, which
includes roughly 20 different contests ranging from horticulture and forestry to ag mechanics, livestock, and
sales, has been held on campus for more than 30 years. The day begins early with registration for the equine
and the ag sales contests beginning at 7:15 a.m. An awards ceremony will be held at 1:15 p.m. in Lysaker
Gymnasium, UMC Sports Center. The contests are overseen by Agriculture and Natural Resources Department
faculty and staff with assistance from UMC students.

Student Affairs —

University of Minnesota Crookston student clubs and organizations will host many activities for children at
the annual Santa Land on Saturday, December 5, from Noon to 3 p.m. in Sargeant Student Center. In
addition to the activities, attendees will have the opportunity for photos with Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus, and
their helpful elves. Sponsored by the Crookston Student Association (CSA), this event is free and open to the
public. Cookies and cider will be provided.



Singer-songwriter Lillie Lemon will perform as part of the Music on Monday Series on Monday, December 7,
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Northern Lights Lounge, Sargeant Student Center. Sponsored by S.P.A.C.E.
(Student Programming and Activities for Campus Entertainment), the event is free. Learn more at
www.lillielemon.com.

Campus residence halls will close for semester break at 4 p.m. on Thursday, December 17. Students whose
plans will require them to stay on campus during semester break must register at the Residential Life Office in
Centennial Hall. The cost is $12.50 per day. Questions should be directed to Sandy Desroiser,
sandrad@umn.edu, 218-281-8531. Halls will re-open at 1 p.m. on Sunday, January 10, 2016.

Technology Support Services —

As the holiday season approaches, students, faculty, and staff are reminded to be cautious of online scams
and questionable shopping sites. The United States Computer Emergency Readiness Team (US-CERT) has
useful information to help avoid these risks (see www.us-cert.gov/ncas/current-activity/2015/11/25/US-CERT-
Alerts-Users-Holiday-Phishing-Scams-and-Malware-Campaigns). As always, members of the UMC campus
community are encouraged to report any issues to the Computer Help Desk at 218-281-8000. Phishing scams
may also be reported to phishing@umn.edu.

The University's annual data center maintenance and related service interruption is scheduled to begin at 6
a.m., on Saturday, January 9, 2016. Services unavailable for the duration of the data center maintenance
window include Moodle, PeopleSoft, MyU Portal, ImageNow, UMContent, Netfiles, files.umn.edu, Data
Warehouse, UM Reports, and others. Services that will be available during data center maintenance include
email (Gmail), Salesforce (data transfers will occur on Monday), and authentication services. It is expected that
all services, including PeopleSoft and Moodle, will be restored by noon on January 10. The annual event is
critical to the maintenance, testing, and repair of facility infrastructure, and it requires a complete shutdown
of the main data center. Last year's maintenance was deferred due to The Upgrade, and there are many
outstanding needs that must be addressed, including server moves and facility maintenance. Since the data
center maintenance window falls the weekend before classes begin at the Crookston campus, faculty and
staff are encouraged to be proactive and plan ahead for their spring semester preparations that utilize the
affected services.

Development & Alumni -

UMC Teambackers will host the Teambacker Basket Extravaganza on Friday, December 11, from 4 to 6 p.m.
in Bede Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center. Open to the public, the event is a basket auction with additional
raffle prizes. Light appetizers will be served, and there will be a cash bar. All proceeds will go to UMC athletic

scholarships

The Office of Development & Alumni Relations office invites all faculty and staff to consider a 2015-16
membership in UMC Teambackers. The goals of UMC Teambackers are to grow scholarships and support for
student athletes and to foster a sense of UMC pride, tradition, and legacy. There are three primary ways the
organization aims to impact Golden Eagle Athletics programs: 1) annual membership drive in the fall, 2)
Maroon and Gold Madness fundraising event in the spring, and 3) golf tournaments in the summer. Payroll
deductions are an option and can make becoming a Teambacker even easier. For more information, contact
Garret Kollin at 281-8436, koll0131@umn.edu, or feel free to stop by the office in Kiehle 115.




University Relations —

The launch of UMC’s newly redesigned website in the Drupal content management framework will take
place in December. The plan is to conduct a “soft launch” on Friday, December 4, at 1 p.m. At that point
faculty and staff will have access to the production site and are encouraged to go through their unit’s pages
and help identify areas that need additional refinement. Any issues should be directed to the attention of
Amber Bailey at albailey@umn.edu. The public launch and transition to the new site will take place in mid-
December at a date yet to be finalized. Faculty and staff will be notified via email.

Athletics —

Four members of the Golden Eagle Football Team have been named to the 2015 Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference (NSIC) All-Conference Teams: Dre Person, a junior from Detroit, Mich., and Adam
Connette, a sophomore from Corona, Calif., were both selected to the NSIC North All-Conference Second
Team; Noah Lee, a freshman from Vadnais Heights, Minn., and Lethzee Calderon, a senior from Eagan, Minn.,
were named to the All-NSIC North Honorable Mention Team.

Twenty-one UMC student-athletes have been named to the 2015 NSIC Fall All-Academic Team. The Golden
Eagles had five football players, nine women’s soccer players, and seven volleyball players named to the team.
To be eligible for this honor, a student-athlete must be a member of the varsity traveling team and have a
cumulative grade point average of 3.20 or higher. The athlete must have reached sophomore athletic and
academic standing at her/his institution (true freshmen, red-shirt freshmen and ineligible athletic transfers are
not eligible) and must have completed at least one full academic year at that institution. See the names of the
honorees and learn more at www.goldeneaglesports.com/news/2015/11/25/WSOC 1125151004.aspx.

Campus and Community

The UMC Jazz Band will perform its Jingle Jazz Concert on Thursday, December 10, at 7:30 p.m. in Kiehle
Auditorium. Featuring classic holiday selections with a jazz influence, the concert will be free and open to the
public. Freewill donations will be accepted, with all proceeds going to benefit the Crookston High School Band
for the purchase of new uniforms.

The UMC Choir, under the direction of Associate Professor George French, will perform a holiday concert on
Friday, December 11, at 7 pm. at the Haflso Church, on the grounds of the Polk County Museum, 719 E
Robert St., Crookston. The concert is open to the public. No admission will be charged, but freewill offerings
will be accepted. A reception will follow in the Museum Auditorium with refreshments and treats. The concert
is sponsored by the Polk County Historical Society.

The UMC Community Band will perform its fall concert Music of Minnesota on Sunday, December 13, at 3
p.m. in Kiehle Auditorium. The concert will feature music about Minnesota and Minnesota heritage written
by Minnesotans and performed by Minnesotans, as well as a few holiday selections. The concert will be free
and open to the public. Freewill donations will be accepted, with all proceeds going to benefit the Crookston
High School Band for the purchase of new uniforms.



University of Minnesota System

In late October, U of M President Eric Kaler presented the University's 2016 capital request to Minnesota
Management and Budget commissioner Myron Frans and members of his executive budget team. This
meeting marked the beginning of the bonding bill process, providing an opportunity for the University to
present its pressing capital needs, from which the agency will make its recommendations to the governor.
Throughout the summer and fall, President Kaler and other University leaders have presented the capital
request to legislators, staff, and stakeholders. The governor is required to release his 2016 bonding
recommendations to the Legislature by January 15. The Legislature reconvenes on March 8. View the U of M’s
request at www.govrelations.umn.edu/capital-request.html.

Student Stories

Kristi (Page) Nelson, who currently works at Napa Auto Parts and Crookston Welding in Crookston,
Minnesota, graduated from UMC in 2014 with a degree in Applied Studies. She shares her decision to attend
UMC, her experience working full time and attending school full time, and what she enjoyed about the online
program at UMC in a newly posted video. Learn more.
http://news.crk.umn.edu/news/alumna-kristi-nelson-shares-her-online-learning-experience

When Senior Timilehin “Tim” Adeniyi was ten years old, he moved from his home in Nigeria to New York
City. As a child, like so many children, he loved to play computer games, but after the move to the United
States, his access to a computer was limited. Today he is majoring in software engineering at UMC. Learn
more.

http://news.crk.umn.edu/news/coding-future
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Publication notes: E-Update is published twice each month August through April and once each month May through July. Issues are
posted online at www.umcrookston.edu/admin/chancellor/eupdate. If you have any questions regarding the information in this
news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu. The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.




