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Armenia . is oae of t he ~ ldest countries in the Middle East , 

situated am.ong ' the Slack, Cas 11 ian , and r~ .editerranean seas. __ The _ 

history of. th·e· Armenians dates back to 2000 _ years B, C. They • 

were the first people _ ~P accept Christianity as their state re~ 

ligion . They have . their own ~ulture and language , and have 

maintained a .dist~nct · national character. 
Prior to th~ first World War , the country was divided be ­

tween Russia and. Tur key . The history of the Armenians in Turkey 
has been an unencing narrative of precarinus existence marked by 

pe~iodic massacres , .inst~gated and perpetrated by successive 

Turkish governments . 
At the outbreak of war .in 1914 , the Armenians in Turk~y re ­

ject~d ·th~ demand -of the Turkish government to incite their 

compatricts across the be rde~ to take up ~rms against Russia and 

her Allies. Infuriated by the refusa l of t he _Armenian~ to ac ­

quiesce in their anti-Entente nolicy the . Turks ass~iled the 

Armenians ~ith unparalleled cruelty and annihilated , during 1915 , .~ ~ . . 
not less than one million Armenians , and forced into exile 
another million , " in order to settle the Armenian problem , " . . :, . . . . . 

This systematic genocide star~e~ on April 24 , 1915 , with the an-

nihilatinn of the Armenian , fntelligentsia , .a~d went on to in­

clude th e r est of the population . 
. During th e first ~orld War , the Armenians espoused the 

cause of the Allies , and fought . on their side with loyalty and 
. ~ . 

courage. Political , e~entf i~ Russia _ in 1917 led to t~e creatio~ , 

in the Caucasian par_t pf Armenia , of. the Armenian Republic 

(ITlay 28 , 1918·). 
On January 19 , 1920 , the Allied Supreme Council recognized 

Armgnia's inde pe nd e nce and its • e facto government. Three 
' . . : . ., ' _.. . 

months l a ter., .Orl Apr.il 22,,. ,19.20, _t :he Uni:ted St_ates of Am!:!rica 
followed the example of the ~rincipal Allies , recognizing Armenia 

as a sov e reign and inde 11 end e nt state . On April 26, 1920, the 

Allied Supreme Council extended an invitation to the Preside nt 

of the United States to define , as arbitrator, the boundary 
. ' 

be tween Arm e nia and Turkey . This act of the Allies was subse -

qu e ntly embodi e d in the Treaty of Sevres , concluded on August 10, 

1920 , betwee n th e Allies and Armenia on the one part , Turkey on 

the other . Article 88 of the Treaty reads : "Turkey , in accor ­

dance with the action already taken by the Allied Powers , her e by 

r ecognizes Armenia as an independent state ." Notwithstanding 

her word and sea l to the provisions of the Treaty of Sevres , 

Turkey attacked Armenia in September, 1920. With no support 
forthcoming from the Allies, Armenia was defeat e d , and the harsh 

Treaty of Alexandropol was forced upon her. On December 2 , 1920 , 

the Republic of Armenia was absorbed into the Soviet system and 

today exists as one of the sixteen republics of the Soviet Unio n . 

For th e past 58 years the Armenians have endured the con­

s equences of th e 1915 anrl 1920 massacres trusting that the worl d 

will one day grant them justice , and yet , j uGtice r emains deni e d 

to th em. Th e shadow of th e massacres is still with us and rode rn 
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Turkey, true. to its- traditions ;··co~tinues to subj;;t the small 
Armenian community · still in Turkey ·to 01111r essie1'n,· such as denying 
them. national edudation , and ~estor~tion of their schools and churches . 

The world community's ignorance and disinterest has only encour ~ 
aged the Turkish 'goverr{ment to continue its aggre-ssivie policy ,· .the 

most recent exam~ l e o~ which ii t~e invasion of ·Cyprus. This invasion 

was carri ed out with the help of American weapons · sent originally to . . 
l~ s~e J8~ ~~J l due cj_ ao4nljnc~ , ano1Jl b ~1J ejt 0i au~j , y~~~Ll 

Turkey as military aid for defens~~e pDrp©ses. , ro • ~y, Turkey qccupies 
40% of Cyprus a~d condu~ts ~ cruel ~nd discriminatory. poli~y aga inst 

its Greek subjec~s . Ccingress ii ~eb~ting the r~sumption of military 

aid to Turkey. · A~eiic~~ t~x pay·e~•s :money· will be s~ent in aiding a 

country know~. for it~ violations of hUman r ights and internationa~ 
borders of re.co.gnize·d rs·tates·.= • Wr iter ~to• Y:o:ur. : sahators and representa ­

tives. Tell the~- th~t \o·u•;wi11 ·n.ot 1li'e ·a- partner to the · Turkish . govern- . 
m en t ' s c r im es . •, C , I •., "' 
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The Armenians 

crimes have .served 
wa'nt to•·"renlind 'th~ ' wor1ld' .community tha _t ·unpunished 

• • : • • I . • • • ' • 

as encourag'ement t'o Yaggress·iv-e- ··guv.ernments to carry 
. ' . 

out their criminal policies . The ·Arni·enian Pro·blem is one- .of the ou,t_-
standing cases ~mong the many ln which·ihternational justice has .. been 

' . 
witheld. Th e world must be reminded that . the unpunished · T~rkish 

genocide of the Armenians in 1915 in no 'small measure contributed to 

thegenocide of the Jewish an6 Polish ~opulations in. ~orld ~ar II.• 
Adolph Hitler in a speech at Dbersalsburg on August 22, 1939 , to hi~ 

- -.. . 
army commanders ordering . the ruthless murder of the Polish people~ said , , . - '• •. 

"Who still t:alks of' th·e e·xterminati~n of the Armenians,?." A. crime 
ignored is

1
• a cri~e .e~coura.ged . .- .The ' 'trials at N!-Jremberg di'd not crea~.e : 

,_ • L. ~ • .. - w : --- ., 1 1 ,., 1 l r '.l c • _ ' • I , _ 

the crime of genocide . These trials were merely a belated formal re -
cognition of a customary rule of Int ernational Law. 

The • world pow~rs need be ~eminded that sheer naked •~ower can ~ 
. ' 

provide only uneasy and temporary solutions. Equa l jus~ice under the 

law is the only way to create the a tm □sphere of faith i in which world 
peace can take root and flourish . ' , . 

April 24th is the c'8y the Armenians r emind ttile civ1lized world 
that Armenian rights r emain on the agenda of unfinibhed business . 
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