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Socirl ~n Liter ry Aspects of Gaul 

i n the Sixth Century as chroni cled 

b:· Gregor J of Tou-rs . 

Chapter I . 

Gall i c Society . 

The wor l d of today i s i nde:Jted f or practicall - all i nfor ma -

tton about conditions of life in G~ul durin the s i xth cent ury 

A. D. t o t he works of one man, Gregory , Bi"hop of Tours . This 

G 116-Roman, the ._,cion of a long l i ne of distinguished and no-

ble ance::tor'"' , occupied a ro. i tion ·1 ich in those do. -s "ms al ­
l 

o t aCl important 's th~t of the king , and ie has left not onl~; 

~record of the noliticc.l and ecc:.r :.rr ical GPuJ. of :his a·o , 

ut ha .. n::.ctured , often in riinute et!'.)il , t e ordin"r.; event,... 

l'line<:: of ever aay l.i.fe . Inter "oven with !"\Ccounts of 

the vars and S'"'V r·e ea ing of king<> and dukes , the succes 0 ion 

of is 10ps , vffairs of t}ie chu cl, :in rrir, cu 0us p rnrc of t he 

s ints , re vicnettes · i _i ve us keen ~p reci~tion of the 

\1eary and arduous life of the ordin r · an , t he 1 ck of jus-

ticc "' o. n him , and even the trivial clet8.il s of do estic life . 

1 . S . Gree;6riu"' Episcopu"' Turonen.> l s , HiGtoria Francorum , VI , 4G . 

Text.Citati ons nre to the Patrolo_-:;ia Latina Vol . LlJI , edi rd 

by J . P . ~u e - Paris 1 1879 . Hereafter this ork wi ll be ci t -

ed as H. F . 
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i~ Gregory shows us scenes fro~ 

the courts of kine;s and t11e pnlaces of bishops , for he wan a 

m'ln who J1ad e>ceptionc:l opportunities to kno'I Dll sorts 2nd con-

ditions of men , ~:nct in the belief thet he is divinely directed 

to the task, he sots down his kno·led~e for the good of poster -

ity, in his own simple and rustic manner . 

There was a ~ixed population in Gaul at this time . It was 

composed of the conquering race , the serni - b rbarous Fra.nks, who 

were fast assimilating the civilization which they had found 

t rnre, end thC' conquered Gallo-Rorr.'l.ns so long under i peri~l dom -

inntion that they thou ht of theme Ives as lQ "n~ . ~11 cl~~Pes 

were repre8ented in t1ie heterogeneous peopJP . 

Let us consider sone of the fact that Gregorr en ions con-

cerning the lower cln. ses. Tbe Franks have now arrived at the 
2 

st"'ee of farrninu , and while the v ry poor were hou ed in hut" orre-
3 

times thatched with leaves, others of somevhat higher position 

had attained farrnhousee of wood p otected b·r enclosures of some 
4 

kind . Ne~ r by rnre out bui ldi ne;s for the .. ni 1 s , --c t tle , sheen , 

pie;s, i:!nd sometimes hor~;es, - - :hi le kitchen gardens affo1•de dif-
5 

fcrent kinds of vegetables , such . cabbac;es , o io r Dnd g~rJic. 
6 

Various kinds of fruit , especially plums and e;rape 0 1ere culti -

vated . In the south there were olive groves . Bee~ ~nd honey 

1er staple f~rm products . 

2 . Kurth , odfre 
' 

Len or1g1neE: e ln. civilization moderne P. o~ . 
3 . Gregori us , De Gloria Beutoru Mc.rtyrum XI. 
4 . " Li e i- de Glori Beatorum Confe::::sorum LXXXI . 
5 . Vitae a,., ""'Um .~IV . 
G. II H. Ti' Ill , 15 . ... . .... II F . IV, 4~ . f • . 
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Tho peoole thus settled in permanent homes !iave lcrrned 

p,owething ebout methods of agricuJture . They practise irrig~ -

tion on a limited scale, leadine water 8S needed , from sprines 
8 

through e~rden and field . 

But the practise of a 0 riculture was svhject to many dr w ~ 

backs . The crops were liable to be destroyed by various disas -

ters . Peets of locusts were comr.·on . In Auvergne 2nd Lirro-:;es 
9 

they were a serious menace, while across the T"lountai ns in Sp2.in, 

tho./ oo:n8timp~ stripped the land to su-:: "n extAnt th, t not a 

tree or vineyard, not a _srove or fruit of any kind, nothing re -
10 

ffit ined ereen . 

The lot of the peasant was rendered still harder b the in-

suffP able arrogance of t,eir over-lords, who Rt will turned 

tretr horses and cattle loose in the c ope nd viney..,rd .... of the 

poor . Protest w c usAless for it resulted only in the prompt 
11 

murder of the farmer . 

Again , the c untry was continually ravaged by the armed 

forces passing through it . 1hether friendly or hostile the 

troops lived on the land , plunderin~ and 1 ying w ste every-

fhere . ti Such piJ] aei n-; W0.8 done there (Bourgesl II' s ys Gregory' 

tla" 1as never henrd of in olden times, so that not c hou"e re-

m ined , neither vine· ard nor tree , but the' cut down e rerythin:;) , 
12 

the set fir e to everythine; , and co. pletely subdued it.ti 

8 . (!ro rius,De Glori I rtyrum , XXXVII . 
') . ti F, F . IV , 20 . 
10 . II J • F . VI , 3 . 
11. II I . t• • VII , 22 . Vit~e P"'trum, .VI r , I . 
12 . II H. I1, . VI , 31. 



- -----

The dev·•stf"'tion of ii!l[; Childebert's army as it passed through 

~etz w~s such that it rni~ht hqve been thought that he was lead-
13 

in o.nj· nr1'1y ag inst his own· people . ·hen his daughter Rigu tha 

set out on her wedding journey to Spain , the sufferings of t~o 

people '1.long the route were dre~dful . "For the~1 plundered the 

huts of the poor, they laid waste the vineyards, cutting down · 

the vines and carrying them off with the grapes, driving away 

the flocks and whatever thev ould find besides, so th'"'t they 
14 

left nothing along their pr-ith" . 

Ag2in and ae;ain fmine ravished the lend, 2ttended b~- pesti-

lence nd the c ttlc plae;ue . It is rAl2ted th2t in the ye r 585 , 

durin[ sue~ a time of stress, the people, reduced to the direst 

str~its , tried to live on kind of bread mnde from dried qnd 

p dercd rape seeds, oat chaff and fern root> '"', to ether with a 

little flour . Others made use of straw and herbs 1ith disactrous 

results . Te trrders, t king 2dvantc.ge of their necessity , prey -

ed on them to such an extent that any were fo ccd to sell them-
15 

selves into sl' very to get food . 

Little co p ssion was sho n to the p ople w~en in trouble , 

un css the bishor " .:need to lenrl some help . ''hen famine visited 

Vien c, the common people ere SPnt outside the city th t there 

13 . H . I . 'I, 3 . ~ . 
14. H. F . VI,45. 
15. H. F . VII , 45 . 
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16 
might be more food for tlle rulinc class . Gree;ory 8sserts that 

ine: 

the 

Chelpei ic hRted the cause of the poor and was always lool{-
17 

for new ways to injure them . The -ioo were not fed nor were 
18 

naked clothed. The maimed poor went about the country with 
19 

be~vars gainin5 a pittance by showing their deformities . The 

bishops apparently countenanced this practise for Bishop Hicetius 

gave a sic;ned pa_Per to one poor man that he might use it in beg­

:inc. Bven n.fter i icetiue ' '"' do" th the thriftJ mendicant elilplo~r-

ed it with good results , for people gl8dly gave hin do c for 
20 

• ~i ht of the bishon ' s autograph . 

Sl8veR h~ no redre8s from the cruelty of t.eir m~aters , 

E" v "s the 11i 8hops g ve the protection. Gregory rel" tcs with 

rightoous indign tion the atrocities of a certain Rauc1in who 

forced his slc.veC' while 'l<itin; at tnble to hold li hted C:indles 

against their bared legs. This same nonster ~a two slaves who 
21 

ventured to marr~ without his kno led e, buried alive . Even 

freedme1 rnre liable to be reclai ed and forced under severe 

pen lties to t ke up their f'ormer lot . 

A an extreme exatlple of nrbitr ry crueltyma be cited the 

cqse o t e royal slaves o 1ere forcibl to n rorr t1Ci 

o es and ~cnt to sreign lancl in the train o _ rincess Ri un-

tha . "The king ordered many fan;i lie of slave'"' to b c rried 

16 . H. F . II , 33 . 

17 . :I. D VI , 46 . ... . 
18 . II . F . VI, 6 . 
19 . Grec;oriu'"' , De iraculis s . Martini , III , 58 ; Ill' Ji,. 
20 . Vi t ae ?atrum, VIII , q . 

21 . I: . F . v, ,:) , 
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Pa c -G-

off from his pronerty Dnd plrced upon w~~ons; rorny also who wept 

anrt were lat h to go, he ordered to be thrust under guard that he 

rr:i ~:r.t the no re rendi ly send them with his daughter . For they 

sny thn t n·• ny hane;ed then'sel veG becPuse of thi rci bitter trial, 
I 

drerdin to be sep0r?ted from their relatives. But son was t"ken 

fro f"thcr, motl1 er fro'l" daucl1 ter, · nd vitl loud lciment"t ions and 
'22. 

cursGs the~ dop2rted. 

In contr· st to these sconcr of squalor 11.nd suffer.:.ng the 

opu ence of the f"vor"'c' cl"sse:: strnds out .or forcibly . Gre;ory 

recounts t e luxuries of tl'e ace, nnd like the pronh0tc of ol 1 

c-nn l ir.-1 re ulrnc t icm. " In our iornes luxuries 8re more than 

;.nd"nt, in the store houses ·ine, \'iheat , rnd oil overflow , in 

t e tr .., suries gold r nd si 1 rer 8 re heaped up . One tllir- alone 

•ou l"ck, for not h"vinc pe~ce, JO are without the favo of 
83 

God" . 

T e princess befo e mentioned carried vii th her a'"' a do 1ry 

f i t mg on "dE of Gola , ,..ilve rnd ornanents . Ti~ trc"sure 

of ummol1r , the p trjci"n 8.mounted to two hundred rnd fjfty 
24 

tal ts of "i l ver and rnor than thi rt r of old . 

llu::lon has been ede to the fact th t the bishop'"' .t 

tirres, corrmiser<:lted tl e wretcl ed lot of the people , nd . r t eir 

. protec ors, held out an occ· sion9 

22 . 
23 . 
2A • 
...-5 . 

F . I , 45 . 
H. ~ . V, Prolo ue . 
R. F . VII , 40 . I 

De~ Francs , L, B. Etudes sur 
civiliz· tion en Fronce 8U VI 

1el i ne; hand • 

I I . 1 1;rcro1re ce Tours ou de l~ 

...,i cle . p , 30 . 
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In the "'ixtl1 century the clergy occupied first rank in the great 

triumvir te of po rnr m~ ll up of roy'"' l ty, the ri ri s tocracy o nd the 
~c 

0"1iscop' te. ..risoners ~:?."'G~lecl to tl1e~" :fro unjutt jud~es , and 

t' e ~u',, x1thy of the biB .op seems to have been in general on the 

side of tho crirlinr~l . T'ie • cbulrnd 1dn5._, "lnd d:~ "f'rl Gl) r->fusi? 

:<:> n 1io 1 i..'J ·o~ : i 1 l ' • f} ... ' l 1 () -: p -'i '3 : ' i t 0 -·.:. 1.::: ,... 1.. __: .l -

"·; 11 Tf - au depart ~.ithout purposinr; in your he rt to kill 

your brot1er, you shall turn alive, a conrueror, but if othor-
27 . 

. ise , you shall die . 11 Bishop ?r~etext::..tus of Rauen denounced 

t!~e turri..)le Fredc,_::und~ · .. crself, za:;ing ith his dyin~ brcc.tl, 
28 

II God Ii 11 Cl vc nee r.&C . 11 

T.e bishop of Toure l .eked none of the cour~0e of hi= peers. 

"T. '""ten -.L ~ v , ri.11 ye in po·rnr", he cries, "So clothe some that. ye do 

not dc~poil others , /dd to your o n riches th"t which ~ill not 

inflict loss pan the church . For God is a s ift avenger o~ 

hie o n. And therefore I o.d· oni h those in po rver o re d this 

t. the be not ngry . For if any Man is 
:::9 

roth, he c ·no :1-

edges t mt ,,_ reproo is for him ." 

""inn rn~ Roccolenus, ~ho is ~bout to vio ,,to t~e 

right of rcfu c in tho church that if he persi'"'t in 1 i~ p r-
30 

pose , neither 0 nor ' i.. .. · i ?l[:; .:i 1 be pr ... "rous ere fter . 

26 . 

27. 
28. 
29 . 
30 . 

h-:i.visse , Irn ,t .istoire de France d "u·'"' les ori-ines 
·usqua las ,/volution . Vol. II, part I . ,n~~e. 282 . 

H. F'. IV, 51.. 
H. F . VIII, 31 . 
S. Mart I , XXIX . 
H. P . V, 4 . 
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To Fredee;und who tries to bribe him at the trial of ?raetexta-

tus , he r'eplies, 11 If you e;o.ve me 1000 lbs. of c:::;old and si 1 ver, 
31 

could I do otherwise than 2..S the Lord comm2 nds? 11 

One explan~tion of the great pover of the episcop8te in the 

8ixth century lies in the fact that with few exceptions , the bjsh-

ops c2me fro~ the great sen~torial f amilies, and the office was 
32 

regarded as almost a hereditary right. But 8imony was now creep-

ine; in, s Gree:ory notes: 11 At that time (circa 527) the evil 

seed had beeun to bear fruit , n2mely , the priestly office was 
33 

either sold by kine;s or bought by the clergy . 11 Many preC'ents 
34 

ere offered to secure it , nAvertheless, King Lothair in confirm-

inc; the choice of a bishop, considers the family of the c11ndidate 

~n import nt asset , as in the case of the im~ediate predecessor 

of Gregory , Eufronius. '/hen told th::-. t he W8 s a grandson of the 

blessed Gre ory, the king answered , 11 This is a family of the 

fir"'t rank and importance. Lot the wi 11 of God and of S:!int .. nr -
35 

tin be done." 

There liere good ond bad bis ops . Te h" ve records of m ny 

noble, h~gh minded men w. o performed the duties of their hi~h 

office as lowly servants of the Most High . Such a one was Dcsid-

er tis of Verdun, of whom it is said, that poor himself, he bor-

ro ed of l"in5 Theodobertus seven thousand gold pieces to relieve 

Z2. Des Francs , p . 3, . 
31 . r . F . VI I I, 31 . 
33 . Vitae Patrun, VI , 3 . 
34 . • F . III,? •• u. HI . VI , 39 ., Des Francs, p . 37 . 
35 . 'R' , F . IV, 15. 
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the poor and destitute, promisine; to repay it later when busi -
36 

ness was reestablished. 

Bishops gave asylum at the shrines and churches,to political 

prisoners , they strove agBinst paganism, they built churches , 

they acted as ambassadors for kinGs, they asQisted at councils, 

they were , in general , the most enlic;htened and best educated 
37 

men of the d2.y . Greeory praises their coura~e, holiness, c>.nd 

virtue, but he does not shrink fror,1 scourging the evil men who 

have crept into the fold in sheep's clothing. There were those 

like Bishop Cautinus of Clermont, ~ho was guilty of every crime. 

11 In him there was no sancti t~', nothin~ to be F evered . He was 

absolutely lacking in all knowledge of letters:, both ecclesi·'ts-
38 

ti cal and secule.r." T.tc ~i cl;.oos of 3 .... intes and Le .. rans open-

ly r nroach ecch other with adulteries, fornications and per-

juries. The social conscience seems to hove been G~.e 1h~t 

roused at this, for while "many laughed at this, otrnrs who e 

int ui ti on ·w s sh·• rpcr, r10urned th t vie ds of the de vi 1 should 
39 

sprin up in such m nner arron__; ,A nriests of the Lord." 

Chilperic f o h teci nothinc; ore tlnn the churches., c ..,rc;ed 

its heads s being severally, liL;ht minded, rrogant, opu 11t, . 
i" ton, proud r puffed up in spirit . He eve ass rts th2 t 

40. 
they are th re 1 rulers instead of the king . 

AJ t."10ugh the bi shops a, a c as ... , represented tl o h "' ele -

~ • in ~ sixth centur~ Gaul, they were e~ completely n the 

36 . F . 1'' . III , 34. 
37 . D~~ Francs, p . 48 . 
38 . H. F . IV, 11 and 12 . 
3 9 . H. F . VI I I , 7 • 
40 . IL F . VI , 46 . 
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thrc..l lclom of supers ti ti on as men of lesser c li bre. Indeed their 

great. influence with their generation c=i.1:te in part from the super­

n tur~l power with which they were invested in the minds of th8t 

people . The cult of the saints, especially that of Martin of 

Tours, VJ as one of the most irr. port'lnt factors of the :: ge, 0 nd the 

clergy i:1ere their li vine; representatives, endowed 'i th mystic 

power , The shrine of the saint at Tours was visited by neople 

from "11 over the land, and there w s implicit belief in his 

mir culous powers . The sick c2me as to the temple of AesculPpius 
41 

of old, and took up their bode tn thA atrium or ne"r by , W8it -

ing fol" the divine healin._, .. One c?.n but marvel at the credulity 

of a m' n like Gree;ory who doubtless represents the highest in-

telli -·once of the time . His ~ri tings re hone}-combed with 

~ccounts of wondrous cures, o d~livorance fro thre3tened perils . 

e carries the po. ternal bag of hol ·r relics with him on journeys 

and gr~vely credits his o.n deliverance from rob ers and from 

ship1reck to the prot ction of the blessed saint. The following 

incident occurred while he 8-S on his ·1ay to visit lhis mother in 

Burgundy . He was just coming out of the woods 1hen? b nd of 

robbPr"' rret him. 11 They surrounded ur. and w nted to spoil nd ki 11 

us . Th n I fled to my accusto ed rcfug nd b ~ought the id of 

ft . rt in. He deie;ne to help me at on e and so terrified them 

th~t they could do nothing aaainst U" ••• • ••••• and fled." ind-

ful of the admonition of the po tle Gre ory ordered th t food 

and dr in ( be given tho 
42 . 

1· itin for nothing . 

41. .1 , -' · VITI, lG . 
42 . S . L~.rt,I , 36 . 

but the· retreated as fas~ as they could, 
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.:M8.n' are the cures performed on :.imself' or on is iir.mcdiate 

family by the intervention of St Lartin. T_e forces of nature 

arc for him evil powers which fc~r the miraculous efficacy emanat-
43. 

ing from the 38.int ' s tomb . ax from the lig .. ts ever bu ...... n ing 

there is placed on a tree which year after :·ear has been injured 

by 11ail . 1-1 After that day even to the present , never did the tern-

pest fall there , but when it came it passed over that place as if 
44 . 

fearing it . A man is attacked by a swarm of flies and becomes 
45 

insane. ~regory sees in th;s a trick of the evil one , nor 
46 . 

has he an: doubt that phantoms really attck human beings . 

/ings visited the shrine hopine; to learn future events . Chil­

peric desired ce tain information,so he sent a letter to the sep-

umchre and bogged tho. t St .. artin .rnuld ans rnr it . The letter and 

paper for the reply 1ere placed on the tomb, but in vain, for no 
47 . 

ansv:er vas vouchsafed . Prince erovec 1 tried a similar appeal . 

He placed three bo.oks on the sepulchre , the Psalms , ings , and tl~e 

Gospels , in the hope that t artin 1ould graciousl show him 

1hether he 1ould obtain the kingdom from his fat1er . T1ree days of 
4 . 

prayer , fasting and vigils hovever brou ht no favorable res,ponse .. 

:3ince the superior cl sses displa~ed so credulous an attitude 

to mrd superstition, although under the guise of religious devo­

tion, doubtless the people were more deeply imbued vith tle same 

43 . rehau~ t , Ernest , f i story of the Franks , Introduction pp . 
v, xxv 

44 . J . art, I , XXXIV . 
45 . a . F . X ,25 . 
4 • 'J . art . III , 37 . 
4r • • . L' . V, 14 . 
48 . ~ • F . V, 14 . 
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spirit, for ~s Kurth rem!:'lrks, und the veneer of Chri tianity, 

t :h c:' \1 rt. still sav.,ges, • nd i--.-.d preserved man:· of the ritPS of 
49 

th8ir old reli~ion . "Do not, 0 men, do not call upon th , for 

U •e s c · re not gods, but derr ans 11 , says the holy man, 11hen in peri 1 

of shi p\lrecl-:: , his fe llo •1 tra vc llers were Cf-1.1 lin:-r on the hco then 
50 

Gods, Jov e, Mercur , Minerva, and Venus. Thern is evidPnce that 

Di n. na We s still worsl ipped in the vicinitJ of Trnv,_,s,· n.bout the 

time of Grogor·r, for :1e hi::rself t llrnd d th fl. rnonk •110 md l"On­

vertcd the people from her worsl.ip . " I f und ere nn im ge of 

Diam which this unbelievin~ neople ·rnrshipped ~ s " od", said 

th- old de" con Vu i.,c, "' ut I pre'-'c' ed continuall .. to the cro\ d 

who floe ed in rom t.1e countrJ round about, that Dinn· VJ!:'!"" noth -

ing, th t the idol ·1·" nothing, ~nd her worship nothin,:-- . Let 

then r"'ther offer to omniriotent God the s'"'crifice of pra er' . The 

people ze-:.lous in their ne 1 faith tried in vain t tear do ·m the 

reot idol. It finall yielde' to r~ r r "nd felJ cra P ing to 
51 . 

the ground , ·•here it was ri=>duc d to powder by iro hnmmer 0 • The 

en ion of sm- ller inwe;es which were e£ silv broken su ests th"t 

t e v o '"'l ippers of Diana in thnt vicini t wer ~n- • 

I: .. eqrlie' 1.i s, it was cus o,-arv in the neie;hbor10 d 

Autun to ble ...... the fields and vine ::lrds bi carryine a out t wm 
~ 52 

Ber"c 1 nth2 . G 01...>or ' also te 
" 

s of ce '~ir. rites an irn~ge o 

49 . Kurth , G. Le[) orit;ines de 1 civilization moderne. 
50 . Vitae P trt , XVII , 5 . 
5J. H. F . VITI, L . 
52 . :Jc Gl ria Confessoru 1, ~~vr I. 
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v:hi8h tnok pl cc yen lJ At •• t . Hel. nu" . Crowds flocked t r') , <>nd 

thr0 w as li b?tion. into tlrn great lrike , g rments , fleeces, sh pes 

of c rnese and wax, or bre d, each !'.1 ccordi ng to 1i s o m me nc . "Th y 

cnm. vith ~-~o~" , ~e rine food and driP{, t~ey slaug tered RniM"ls , 
.... Y)( 11 53 
fcaated for three da,s . At. Co o·~ne , !l]so, thAre :.:l heath n 

shri1e vhere lib tions were offerPd, nd here hos who hnd been 

Pal~d placed as votive gifts, images c"rved in wood of t~c limbs 

C:::..d. restored~- Jlfter r rds, they indulged in orgies of feasting and 

drinkin0 , St . G"llu'"', Gre 0 or: ' .... distin uished uncle, burned his 

fane and was ne rly killed by the indignant wor~hippers . 

H~ntion i ' · lso m2de of " gre~ t shrine near 'l'rf \ '}" ·1here i -

r ': s of 
55 

rs . nd 1 e~curJ upon loft; co1unn ~ere wor. hipp by 

A ... 1other p 1 se of the prev- lAnt creduli t is een in he ten-

denc· of 11 c1r:1 se~ to cor:sult soothso.10 s "'nd pr ctitioners of 

the bl-ck ~rts . Gre or' ' Q ., 
own fami l~. was not fr e fro the i pu-

t ti on of sorcery , for his brother , Peter the de"" con, 1 s ccu .... ed 
5 

of c using tie death of a hi~hop b• evil crts . favorit 

m t od of lcarnin futur vents ·ri s o consult a o nn .... ins "' 

r irit of divin tion . T us Gunthr~m Boso consulted such - t o-

n SE cone rnin~ .erovechs ' s ch nee~ of success , and received a 

favorable and flatte~ing response, 
57 . 

. 011 ~· f < 1 s c • 

53 . D~ Glori Confessor um II . 
c:::. 

ich 

v • 

55 . 
SR. 
5 • 

Vi t e l "'trur:l , rr , 2 . 
Gre~orius , Do i r culis S . 
H • l•' • V, Fi • 
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. omen of this class rnre apparentlv slaves nd ~ood 

profit for their ma"ters , t'"' 1~i.D~ in large sums of e;old and silver . 

The~ so~eti~es botight their frcedon out of their gains , anJ 

ap~rted such rich g rments th t the awe-struck p~oplc re ardcd 
58 

t3.1cm n.s divine . 

ThP clergy felt that these prrcti~Ps iere inspired by the 

evil ono , '"'nd were st ong in denunciation of th0 m, especi~ll~ 

when "pplied , s they ver• commonly were, to t D tre2trnent of tle 

sic c. 

e., lers of this co ·t. were Ji" >lP to he tortu ed as .. Ii tel es 
59 

nnct executed vi th dreadful crueltw . Gregory re qrks that there 

were ·qn; .ho practised these impostures nd led the people n _ 

str~y , and he note~ th t .hen he is not at tome the people rusl 
60 

iP rowds to be deceived bw the~e quacks . e describes some of 

their methods . Bes i des usin~ vcrb~l inc nt2tion , thew employed 

icrbs in riany wa.:s , using them in b nd ges " applications "nd 

. t t • 61 1n erna.11-, for po ions . Ointments ~1so "re mentioned . In the 

caqe of I'u mulus the : re feet , accu"'ed of Cl.'! us in t,'rn death of 

v oung ince , b sorc8ry . a drink made of herbr n }a s n im.or -

t nt part . The wit.c es ar., igned it hi confess th t t e T 

G2 
of :L red up the life of the boy for that of r ummulus . 

Several f l"e prop ts ppe"red t hiC" time w •• o pretend£d 

to heal throu h relics of th saints . n sue arrived fro~ 

58 . . F . VI I , 44 . 

59 , H. F . VI, . 5 . 
GO . . F • IX, 6 . 
61 . s . a r t . IV, 36 . s . n t . I , 2C. 
"'°' F . VI , 35 . ... . 



S'1'.lin ber ring 1. cross fro ,hich t.:u · flasks 1hich •ie < i r-

l oly oil. In a ure t ·~g he car iFc allegAd relics of 

snints . Thi~3 when opened disclos d roots of variou ind", rroler ' 

teet.1 , bones o:' mi ~e rri nr;le ith bears ' cl~.~~. r~ ' ~e pro-
63 

fos~ion~l equip ent of a sorce er . 

The grc"t respect paid to portents and natural phenor.iena 

~st not be forcotten . Il co ~on witl -11 nediev~l \ri ers Gre -

b " . ti,, t t 1 ld f t . . tl.-. . 64h ,...Ol'" .... 1ove l ... a ... 1e .!or \W.s as apnronr- "lr,.,. 1:e ena ; ence 

si-ns and 7on~erP in the heavens above n i he world bel · had 

profound ~i nific nee for irr . ·c devotee uch conside · tion " 
65 

t err. Hu records that durin3 the Pla ue of 582 , there ~c. r ins 

~ccor ~ni""d :r thunder nnd lightenine; , in J~nu r Fl .er. 

-bloomed on t e t,....ec->s , < nd a rnndel'ful corret · i t.h ra s l " ke e 

s 0 e of 13. 0 rent fire p ' [' t P"ri blood fell rr the 

sk.,r on the clothes ') f'Op1 e, nd ., even f n it in houses . 
66 

£"'in in the sa!"lle ye r , t Tou s blood flo:ed fro brol.en bread . 

There qs nn eclipse of th oon nd fir ere see~ to run t rou 

tl e heavens . The '.'n.11 of So.:.s~ons felJ and he e as an en.r h-

qunke t .P ne;er . l i le t P ri r- he sa a onderfu sieri in t e 
67 

e~ven~ , whi h he eJieved portended th~ ~th of erovec . 

It can le readily understood ere~o , in view of he dense 

ig or nee of the m cse and of h in superstiti n, 

th~t the legiti · tc prn tise of edi ine n v r lo re ute . 

63 . H. F . IX, G. 
4 . H. F . I, Prol "C - . 

C5 . I . F. VI, 14. 
66 . H. F . ·r' ?1. 
(3 7. H. F. v, iq. 
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Tho~8 W"" little opportu ity for physlci ns en k"n s · nd 
cueen::- h8.d despotic power over tl'er as sl!1Ve" nnd when t e ost 

dis1irr~ished binhop of the day w rn d not onl ~c·in~t or cr­

erfl "..nd le _:;erdermo.in but c e inst doctors. 11 L .. t this crise te:-:1 ch 

every Chri::tian that w:1cn 1'"' rr.eri ts he:J.venly l!e ling, he nef3d"' 

l'"'O c~ rtl~ ly h 1 n" says Gre ..,.or"' , • b . ' 
8~erring to a ca e vhe e cu -

68 
ping gl~~ses had been used . P1~sici"nc there were, especi-

~11; in the kin~ ' s pnl·ce, --~ d very ·i lfu ones ccordi 
70 69 

to Frede..,.unda ' s st~tE~ent; as rileifus , chief ph sici n to 

Kin_r C::1 ~ .t cr:'..c . 1 o'l.hing is said of his training or r · neeos or 

tl porition, but the fact thnt his fet1er ·v2s e miller ~~d 

"':."Pt other relntive o,,c,.nied the hunble positio1~ of coo~ nd 

b ker in the pn l· ce is thro~m a in. t iim "" n. re ro c . 

~u en ustrvcli-d, on t e oint of de h , in savage P"ean 

spirit "def:ire to L ve p"'rticip"nts in her de th, ,o 4
.., "t n 

her ob::-equies, oth rs riie;ht be ourned rl'o . \• I still a 

chan e o lifA 11 , she :.ells t · c> kinn- , "if I !: 8d no perished in 

the h11.nds of wicked ph,, sicians' fo. th drau3hts hi ch t le r 

S"VP n h· ve vinlentlv taken a.ay m. life n hRVe made ~e 

quic -1 lose this li5ht. 11 I. record n e 1ith he re ues the 

t 0 doctors wre e~ ecuted ' and Gregor I s 0 ly co ment is: II r :n T 

1 
sen3i blE' people think tha this ms not d ne vi thout sin . u 

'68. H. P . v, G. 
69 . J . F . VIII , 31. 
70 . p T"'l VIT , 05 . . .. . 
... 1. t• .,..,. V, ~r . 
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GrP ,ory ' s own infallibJe remedy is du 0 from +t~ tomb nf St . 

r artin, mi~:ed with a j"vtle \•rter f:lnd t" 1"cn 8.S dr u;ht?'2 On 

one occ n. r;i on, when sic1': unto clea th, re cal led the ph.rsi <' i '1 n nd 

E'licl to him, "Yot :i_c ve exhausted C'l 11 the skill of your profGssi on, 

ou h:ive tried all the powers of ointments , but wor,,Uly remedies 

av il the dyine not ~t all . One thinu rc~aina to be done . I 
73 

.ill show you a vreat specific . " This of course is the m"gic 

drink which brings relief at once . 

Gregory rrentions many di sec ses Hi th 1hic his countrymen 

were affli c tcd . f'mor.0 others ma: be noted leprosy , which was so 

prev 1 nt in Gn.ul that there was a special building provided 
/'\ 74 

or those thus 'ff] icted , in the suburbs of Chalon- sur- S"' one . 

Bubonic pl ~ue rrged frnquentl· , the seeds of the diseas e being 

often brought by merchant ships from S oin alon ·i h their ~ares . 

Since to the medieval mind , di3e~se w s a visit tion of ~uperna -
76 

re.:; or~ e-

J "'tes in some iet i 1 the et hod"' b., hi ch G:ci ntl r ri co ted th 

pl,1eue n t a time when it was part cul rly virulent t ., r ei l les . 

II l"'1 Jr. ...... c ing to provide remedies so that the people i ht hen he 

sc· rs of sin, commanded all the peo le to co e o th"" ch re 

where Ro tions vere held with the utmost consecr tion . 

ordel"ed that only barley bre d a d pure ater should le used and 

th tall sho1ld watch and pray continu"ll . " Bv these means ~he 

72 . s . . n.rt . ,II , 1. 
7~ . s . . art ., I , 27 • 
"',t . De Gloria Conf ., LXXX 'l . 
7b . H. F . IX, 2? . 
• 6 . Brch" ut , Int ., "".) . XXII . 
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kin("' f.". i ned sue '.. fame tba t he v, s looked on as a healer ,. i th 

mir"'cvlous powers . The people t~re off the fringeof his robe, 

c: eeped it in W"ter , ::i.nd adrrinistered the drink as an effective 

reJCrndy . Grc:--ory naively remarks that he does not doubt this, for 

he hr.ts himrcelf hear.d tl'ose po~sessed of demons invokint; the n3. e 
77 

o Guiltl·rom. 

Ph::sj cicins mc-ide frequent use of cupping glasses, especi· J ly 
,8 

in diseases of the eye; also of fowentations . Coll:ri~ .e s~1vp-
79 

V"l" "'nether renedy for eye trouble, and plnst rs of c~ntlarides 

were used for pustules • 

. ention j s made several tiries of blinclnes s C"'U'"'B by 
80 

clouds of dust , the inferenr>e being that it i the :rnr of the 

"Vil spi its in nature . 1 so~ewhat det· iled account of the r 

rient for c~tarPct8~; me8ns of cauterizing, affords n opportunit• 

of coTparing sixth century methods ith those of tod On tLe 

whole , Gregory ' s account of diseare ri it~ tre~trnent s e ests 

much that is interesting as to the 1 ck of edical A.d snit ry 

conditions in his o .n time, while it muqt be remer11bered th~ to 

his ~ind , the ealine po er of the saint wns the onl 1 fectu 1 

help for disenae of ever· kind . 

Grcuory has little to sny about the bus orld f tr"'de ld 

cormrerce , nl t 10ugh he m ,n ion incidentnlly several trades, nd 

we get glimpses here nd there that indic te how so e of the 

,. 7 . H. F. IX, 21. 

78 . H. ry ITI ' 40 . - . 
79 . H. I . VI , 15. 
80 . s . : ~rt . , IV, 1 18. 

II " ! 11 16 20 . . ' 
81 . 11 II L ::- .,, 19 . . ' 

J. m 



-- -.---- ---

eople , at l east , e ... r ned the i r da i ly bre~.d . 1:illers , b kers , 

coo~s , we'"'ve·s , work rs in wool , carpenters , dealers in food 

supplies, --a salt merchant at ~etz --cven the artist who en-

gra ved pas~u1,'.2;"'S ·Of scripture on the walls and ceilings of or -
82 

tories, appear in hi s paees , as vol. s retainers ~nd menials 

~ttached to the palace . 

Kurt1 remarks that comnerce had to et long s best it 
83 

could ~ithout protection or guar nty . Traders were for the 

most pert Jews or Syri ans or the hal~merchant , h lf-pirate 

B ~ 8~ h re .. ons . : .. a rseilles ~~s t e greut port for the "'Stern trade . 

Tr der~ c me fra Spain ~ith goods , and • lso fro Egypt , brin -
85 

ine fro the 1 tter country , paper , nd a certain food 
86 

of the roote of Egypti n herbs , much used by he mits . 

de 

Occ sionally a s ~t Verdun a group of merch nts bee e rich 

8? through tr de . The, occupied houses in the squ re wher y 
88 

displayed their costl good , - -gold and ~11 ver ornament . ·er-

cha nts ~1so offered their wares in th court vards f ur hes , 

especially on feast days hen great crowds ssembled . Gre ory 

tel ls a li-.,rely story of a girl lo WAS c u ht • t aling fro 
89 

one of these t ade s . 

P sring to the consid r tion of public mor'"' it in G'"'ul 

durin thi f' nt lry , 110 find a ce ta· n 'Y' clus of rice inve ie -

i "~ Rinct t e people for their sin. , bot1 eccle i ticq nd 

secul ar. 11 :B1 or there i s no one i th und rst nding , no on ho 

seek. God , no one who doe good b· which the n~er o God y 

82 . 
83 . 
84 . 
85 . 

. 86 . 
87 . 

H. f · VII , 3G . 
Kuri.,h , p . 90 . 
H.'' F . II I. .. 

f . F . V, 5 • 
II . F . VI, 6 . 
H. F . I I I, :.A . 

88 . I' . :b, . VI , 02 . 
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be t1rned away . For Pll the people arc unbelievers, they re 

given OV8P to perjuries, they steal and are quick to kill , and 
90 

from U em no fruit of justice springs . 

ICi ne.; Gunthr:=i.m in lilrn strain cries, 11 Not 0nly do we not fe r 

the Lord, but we even lay waste his holy places, and we kill his 

ministers . The entire people h"ve fall n into wickedness, and 

every JTlan delights to do those things whicl ::i. rP. evi 1. 1191 

illustrqtion ~f the truth of these accusation~ is foun in th 

qccounts of what h0ppened at Agen and Toulouse . The re~idents 

of the fo mer town h11d placed their tre su.re in the chur h of 

St . Vincent, hoping that the Ch!'istian army ·ould not vioJ:ite tl e. 

acrP.d pJ ce. In v in, for the troops burned thfl door~ ·1 i ch 

th"'y could not unlock, and carried off everythin-..) even to the 

2 
SRCr"'d vessel . 

Bishop I "'3nulfus of Toulouse .. ho d red o i s nd P P e -

tAndP.r Gundovo ld •1ri s fel 1 ed r ' 1 ow tl1 en'Y' , be en, . i rd, 

011nrl with CPR ins, his 0oods confis 

93 
to xi le . 

e him"'rilf nt · -

94 
Feu fl to the de2 tb """::iged b 0 twecn to ns. "The en of Orle.,nc. 

joining i th those of Bloi~ ..... vtacked the people of Ch"':.e udun, 

" d takine; t em y surprize d"'f BtP.d t rn . OU ~ d s pplics 

to Pther ~ith nll th t coul~ no ARGily be c~rrie off, they 

90 . F . VI, 6 . 
91. I. . F . VIII , 30. 
92 . F . rr I, 3 5 . 
93 , H. F . VII , 2 7 . 
94 . Kurth , p . 88 . 
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b11rnecl.; the:· c ole tl1 e floe s i:ind rnadP. wnJ vit 1h2tever t• "'Y 
C) 5 

c ri1':!..l r ""ove . 11 hen tl e no u ,., ion of Chate Uf un ret· li? n 

likA f~s1ion, nd so it WRnt on, until m tter were fin· lly settle 
t ·u• 

i. 8n ngreeMent bPtween thP counts oD~~iv81 to ns. 

F mily feuds werP WFP'Pd hy assc ssination until none r':PT'"inerl 

on Pit er "'idc. The s<:lvR-P Clueen Frede,_,und~ ... ~!"'Ind u~ o" su 

011'1rrel in sw1v1'2ry fasl ion . " en onl one was left from both 

~id8S who lacked a "layer , the rel,.,tives took up th nd 

were fin lly invited b~· thP ucen to c b nqnet ith c vie to 

reconcili,.,tion. But 1hen she could not unite th m br soft words , 

s , quieted botl-1 p rtics ·1 i ... 1 the xe . "That is, nhe h d t1 

GJqin at the festive bo rd 
96 

~hr lench en. The an ient cod 

hie demanded th<i. "I nrn should r:1v nge t 1e do h of his in~!"IP 

by 1 yin~ the murder r was stiJl in force. n-

, incts of he h'llf- civilized Fra r ved more t ~ death, lone . 

sind to avenge kinsman, ~1 e nn urderer ho 

as dinin~ ith hi , stripped tle 0 rments fro the lifeless 

hody an hung it on a picket f0nce . 

~nd th ew himself n tl P. mercy of t 

He hen 

k . 97 .ing . 

ounted hi 

Occ s · on 

j d~P. \ ould re ent tis .u~ ar justice. Grn o~y 

ho 

l 

owi inciden . In a upriai - one ~n ms ill d · ~nether . 

met ju ti ,, nds of i'i s 7<l i~'s ro her . The 

jud~e of th~t pl~ A , 1 rning of th de d , ordered th t he b 

95. 1 . I<' . VII , 2 • 
96 . f . F. X , 2 7. 
97 . H. F. IX, 19. 
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bound and C8St into prison, .... "'yine;, 11 This race- 1 oue;ht to die , 

v:ho bJ his own will , not waiting for triql , drired rashly to"' -
98 

ven~c the de:-i th of his brothc,,., . 11 

Des Fr"'ncs says that pag~nism reigned in the hearts of kinge 
99 

"'nd directed the conduct of the great and it io only nccessar~r 

to ~can the pageo of Gregory to realize this truth. The p ish~ 

ments de~lt out to offenders re almost too dreadful to relate. 

0,uc~n Fredegunda sent 2 messenger to kill Brunhi.lda . hen he 

f iled in the attempt , the angry queen had his h~nds nd PC cut 
100 

off. Septiminia and Droctuf who h:id charee of the kin.!7 's c:r.i -

dren were detected in a plot against the queen . Their punish-

ment w::i.s mild . The .. vomRn was branded on the f"' ce nd ~P.nt to t 1e 

ill to rind corn for dBily use, while Droctuf lost his e rs 

anr'l. his hoir "1'1d was put to work in the vino 
101 

ds . norri ble 

'"'~ourg.i.ngs, the rrck , the horse, and the wheel ere freel ed , 

w'1ile fiendis" incermi ty ms dis Jl ~'ed in devisin~ methods of ex-

ecution . o;al parents seemed to have no bo· els of pit ' tow r 

wayward sons . One king shut up his so 

in '1 poor man ' i:: hut , then burned it to 

Another roy"'l fa ily w~s thrown into a 

·;ith his rife "'nd children 
102 

the ground over the • 
103 

well . -~11~ Si i'"' und 
104 

passively allowed his son to be strangled b; his step mot er . 
05 

Bur i ng at the "take i" s meted out to adul tor r<'.' and to o t.hers . 

98 . Vit . Pqtrum, VIIIO 7. 
99 . Des Fr·ncs, p , 6 , 61 , 62 . 
100. H. F . VII , 20 . 
101. f. . F . I X, 38 . 
102. E. F . IV, 20 . 
103. I: . R . III, 6 . 
104 . } . F. III, 5 • 
105 . H. F . TI' 36 . 
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It ir recorded of the imable Frede_und that c e had her en-~t-

a rws cnrry poisoned lniv s, th"t t ere mi~ t be no doubt of e 
lOG 

rr=>::: 1.1 t of \;ounds . 

The wicked bishop Cautinus desirin~ to g t po~'"' ssion of "' 

cc tain propertv, ordereu its oner to be buried 8live in tie 

to~b of ~nether . Almost mir~cuJously thP wretched m~n su~ ec ed 

in f~eeing himself and fl0 tn tpe king ho right 
07 

im. 

The tri 1 by ordc"l com. on to dieval times ]s of en all d d 

to in Gre~orv ' ~ writings . The use of the r · ng thrown eit er · nto 
._. v 

hoi li n W"'·ter or in.to he fi mes was muc in vo ..... ue; lso th orde 

b / te~. The follo~in incident of trial by b~ttl occ r in 

the reign of rine: GunthrBm the GJot . 11 lhiJ.e he kin was himse f 

following the hunt throu h the Vos es Fore~t , he discove ed si ns 

th2t '" buffalo h- been killed" . The deed as tr ced to t 

in0 ' s ch~mherlain and tri2l bJ b ttle ns ord red . "Th 1 t 

chamberlqin presented his nephew to t"k up b~ttle on his ehalf 

nd both were present on the fieJd . The boy thre is l!'lnce 

~e~inst th~ keeper of tho forest and pierced hi 0 foot o th he 

soon fell over b ckward . T en the 1 d dr tin the c 

hung from his irdle tried to cut t 1e tl ro t of is 10 ted fo , 

but ·1 " himself stubbed i n the b lly by the knif of the / unded 
108 

m::i.n and both fell dead" . 

The sacr d riBhts of ambr~s do s 1ere not 1 ays r spe ted by 

the rimitive-1 inded kings oft e Frank~. Altho'c;h it ~"'S Fr"nk-

ish custom that those who bore t1 e con::::ecr8ted twi s should be 

l 06 . H. F . VI I I, 2 9. · 
lOr' . H I • F . IV' 12. 
108 . H. F . ~ , 10. 
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untouched, et thA were som tines oize't nnd tortu ed , while on 

one occa~ion King Childebert, ex~qper ted at their m-ss~ge , drove 

them fro tl the city ordering that the fo J offscourings of the 

. t b d th . 109 c1 y e poure upon e1r heads . 

The Fran ish kings undertook fe, ptl° li.c orks of ene "'1 ti 
110 

ity . It is said of Iin~ Guntlr<m t1at he built cu c1 s n 

founded monasteries , and at one time the Je s even 10 ed in v~in 

th'l.t E' wouJ.d rebuild eir syno oe;ue at Orleens hie the Chris -
111 

ti ns hnd destro~ed . King Chilpe ic built i on 
11' . 

and :1.t Paris and offered ~~ es to the p opl . The U1UC UC 
0 

unde 
113 

t1e speci 1 ch r~e nf n artizan, but pp ntly no c. re 

tnkP.n to keep b~idvcs in r pair , for in P~ris it f, ru~1t · v 

trying to escape stepped bet een t.rn pl nk of the ci 
114 

brid...,o , 

broke his leg , f'nd thus "'S c u ht . 

J:i'rom these scene of oppression n cru 1 e rrir.:: t ':! de 

..,..ight and each rron ' s hand was r ised ~g inst his brot1 r , let. us 

turn to a no the.,., ch r cterir.tic aspect of th a e . ny t ere 

were who lP.ft the world and devo d €"P1R lv s 0 q iiet i·r 

Of p :i.u er and 0 dit ti on. In his v s of A snint G go 

rel t s "n~r ~to ie of ~bbots n bishops ho ed t Si p 

lif Of overty in mona teries nd otl er ude p PCP. . ···o 

p 1e l n <"' eri doptPd this 111ode f 1 i e n gP. hem v s 
..... 

n ood works . Thus it is s id tha Queen Clot"lda f e' th 

de8th of c ovls came to Tours n s rv d ~ th c urc o St . 

JOQ . H. P. ViT , n · vu:.1 ~ . 

'"' ' 110. )es Fr ncs , P . >2 . 
111. H. 1' III , 1. ... . 
]12 . ~ . n v, 18 . ~ . 
l 3 . J . F . I I, 33 . 

1 i1 • r . Ti' • VI, 36 . 
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"rt in, and dwelt there wi t11 the ~rentest chastitv p l '-indnes<:: 
115 . 

c..11 the dnys of her life . 0he w s lway di lie; nt in al 'R e 

hPStOHf'd w··t"tos on churches, on eries , ?nd ho1y 1 ce W"'3 

ev~r sl e s~~ t~ere ,"R n~ d , serving Go not s a s 
11 

fiis orn h"ndm~id . ~ude~und , once t1e wi P of Cloth~r I, foLn 
. 117 

a hbess t 1ere . In thi e ::'l rnon ster~r <>t Poi>ti ,rs 2nd bee m 

~on?stery, t~ere was Rn examp1e of the spirit o sc iciRm 1hich 

o r or. to th r."t ome ecornes f naticisl"l . A ¥ oun3 nun of 1 r 

own wi 11 chose to be imrnur d for 11 fe. "The nuns g'l. thered i th 

li-hted lamps, singing psalms and while Rude und .old h hand , 

she ms led to the pl2.ce . And so bidding f re 1ell to ::tll en i"' 

ing each one she WPS shut in. ~he door b· h she nd e red 

clo8ed up, 8.nd there she is yet de 0 n•l to r 

T is is but onP of the man¥ instri.nc s hie 1 r e v no s in s 

ri tin'""s. 

Yet it vr s probably in t e mon sterie,... and n t e sc la 

co nected with them th~ hP seeds of int ect i~ 

dormant were kept alive during the dark d s of th ixth en-

tur ~' nnd ving cursoril examined sone of the elements 
.., 

vent to . ake up the life of thnt period , let u no c sid th 

c1er· cter of the curr nt liter~ re n1 edu ~tin, nd stud t 

1 . f -1 e, educntion n or1·s of Gregory of To 1rs s h r"' sen ta-

tiv- rnnn of l is tirre . 

115. H. F . II,43 . 
11 . H. F . III, 18 • 
117. H. F . III, 7. 
118. H. F. VI, 29. 
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Che pt ... r II . 

Gregory of Ten s, the : .. an of tl"e f e . 

Throu3h the troublcous, cemi-bnrba ian t~ilight of the latter 

h lf of the ·ixth ccntur • moves the strona and forceful fi~ure of 

the good bishop of Tours , touching with illuminating pen v.onts of 

every nature, whether c:ecule r or ecclesiastic 1 , in Gaul. The 
1 

ur, d t b b · 11 Mero o us of the nr ar1ans , w s domin~nt fi_ure in 11 tha on-

cerned hi i=: chu c and count. y , fearles, in reb tkine kin_:s, r "d to 

lend hi ~id at councils , actine as ambassa or on i port nt m~ssion , 

and ~ 0 pe ce m ker in mona~tic troublec, and 11 see sons and 

plnces chant in.; the mir' culous po ers of St . ~R,..,tin f Tours . Born 

earn d to s e ·i h · s in fer•ti le Auv rgne which Kin..., Cl:il eb rt 
2 o~n eyes, he passed hi 0 earl~ life at Cle ont, nenr fhich his f -

ther owned fl large estate . Occasiona 11... in passi n Gre or de­

scribes picturesque "'cenes from t his ple "' nt rur l life , esp iall 

at the time of ll"rvest~ 
Throuuh both perents h c c of distinguished ctock , but fro 

4 his f thor Florentiu , son of the s ator Geor5ius, h c d d -
5 

scent froip Vecti us pa....,a tus , one of th m rt~·rs of the earl· churc 

t Lyons . It is vident that Gregory felt nrid in t .i r-

ticul r forefather whom he mention"' four times in th cour"'c f 
6 
prob bl tr di-

hia :ork"' . In this connection he relates · stor 

l. 

2 . 
3 . 
4 • . 
5 . 
6 . 

~ I Ar~nrp , , J, Hit ire 11·~-~ ire de la Fr nee 
''IOU?'l ' siccl . Int . 
T ·III , 9 . 
.Je "'lori 1 rt . LXJ ""IV . 
Vi t' e Pc trum , 'IV. 
H. F . I , 31 . 

. F . I , 29 . 

nt n 
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tiomi.l in his family , of Lcoc<•dius the first senator of Gc:.:iul. Of 

.-:lllo-.'or an birtl", this man while yet a p ...,an, offered his o·vn 

house in the city of Bour[ s for c:r.ristian worship . He Wr1 after-

wards converted rnd transformed his house into<> church, whic 

"is now the first c urchin the city of Sour es" , writes Gre oru·, 

"built with m~rvellous skill A.nd made famous by the r eli c::: of 

Ste::_1hen t 1e first martyr . 11 From Leocadi ur, his P" terml gr nd ­

mother Leoc8di2 descended . 

But r~cnt~ria his other could boast of line e not 1 ss 

e inent and lilrnwise of senatorial rRnk MoreovP-r s}A w s 

~randdnup:hter of the bl"'"'SCd Gre.:;ory, bishop of wngr s, 'il 0 p 

cl i ws to distinction even rings acknowledged? ~~ile h r unc e 
8 

Duke Gnndulf Wr'S at tached to !\in__, Childebert ' s service . 

rr r:,ory ' s imricdiR te family inr.l · dcd a brother, Peter e 
9 10 

deaco , ~nd a sister the wife of certain Justinus . In a.ddi-
11 

ti on there ere two nieces , .:..;u'"'thenia 8nd Justin , t e 1 tter 

prob-bl prioress in R~degnnd~ ' s on ster nt o t· s. 

But Grecory inb3rited ot onlu wealth and orldl} position. 

A far more irportont claim to distinction lau in th fact th he 

episcopal office WR3 almost heredit!lry in his line. 11 ith the ex-

ccption of five bishops" , he writes , "all her st w o ave held 

th · 1 11 13 e office at Tours have bPen connected iith v fam1 He 

7 . IL F. IV, 15 . 
8 . F . VI, 11 . 
9 . . F. v 5 . 
10 . 

, 
s. ~.art . , II , 2 . 

1 c:- Mart ., IV, 36 . . >J • 

12 . r . F . x, 15 . 
l~. HT F . v, 50. 
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r.ii ht havP nddcd bisl ops of other cities too, for G .... · 1 ·, 14 his 

father ' s brother was bishop of Clermont , the famous I cetius his 
15 

::>r"nd-unclc was bishop of Lyons, "' d anoth r gr· nd - tncle Tetri-

cius held_ the episcopal chair at Ii' ~res . 

Gre-ory has an eas · and familiar way of takin t e re der 

into his confidence in regard to the intimate details of life , 

~nd it i~ to the facts gleaned fro~ his o.n ritin s that ¥e o · 

most of our information "bout his 1. f' l~ . He mentions t t he \'I 

16 
born on the fest d"y of St. l\ndrea (. OV . 30) who to et or it 

St. JuJi"n, he took as his p tr on saints . The . r of his bir 

is not certain; it Wf' S either 538 or 539 . 

is f8ther proba bl· died C"rly, "S he fro the 

storJ after few reference . A - youn m n recentl ma~ri d, 

Florenti us r,., s making p "par tions fo a :.o journey, n anti-

cip" ti o of being sent \,i th other youn.:.> men of u Ar-ne s 
17 

.osta e to Theodebert ' s court . The sacr d relics givPn im n 

s 

that tim~ IP.re pre~erved in the family for ye re , nd Gr g rw e-

l"tPs with J~ t won erful esults the ere used. The t ~ f 

rin ing up the :·oung Geor'-'ius- - · ho later ass ed t r c of 

his ~r ndf~ her, bi s1op Gre ory--devolved upon is moth r I Qn-

ir tion . I 

~ s nt l r sug cstion "nd ,., dr10ni ti on th t nd rtook 

his 
18 

Tri tin fl , and '11 though f' refer" to 0 '-'n ~s f' •ior 

r 
19 excep~ion in he of hir mot 

x , ie must h ve m de ~n as er, 
20 

, eri t , e onfesses, is rul"' gr o.ter th'ln · is 0 n . 

15 . H. F. v , 5 . 18 . s . ~rt . I. Prolo ue . 

14.. 
1 0 Vit e -. tr XIX . 

s . Juliani , XXIII. '. ,/,, , 
16 . s. Andr"'"l , - ., ''III . 20 . De Glo i"' rt. , . VI. 

17. De Glori-i MSJ'!t' . n: v: 
l. m 
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21 
r (' lc~rned to read ~hen ei ht years old, prob~ 1 i incr t e 

S ri~tur"s • s his text book, ~nd was la er instructe b hi 
22 

uncle BisLor G:-i.llt:c, and bv Avitus , the for upo 

the episcopal throne of Auvcrgne . He seem~ to h v een uc 1 ; 

+ l~e c or pan-· of the l ttcr, attending hi on WfllC", "'nd on pil-
23 

gri. "gos to the shrirn:is of saints "nd + l'e cells f her its, an 

in sickness ministerin to hirr. bel0 cd di sci 
2i1 

~ 

ar a 

'hile uet a lad he was visited se ·ious illnes fol-

lo\,ed by 2.. miraculous cure which led hi to ·ow th e ou d be-

25 
COl"le a cleric. Doubtle"S his mtura.J inclination tow rd t 1e c-

clesinstic~l life ¥ s increased b t~e influence of Bisl I al -

11 s ~ho visited him often ct that ti , ~n 'ho lo d hi h 
211 

S" JS, 11 w.:. tl unique affection': 
27 

In uo ti e he became "' dencon, nd on t.he de th of ufron-
2-3 

c'l-iocen bishop of TourG 1n hi 0 place . • a::; c n e , ted H ius wa. 

at Rlei~s by Acgidius, in the twe ft ·e~ of Kin~ Si -:b rt, 

5,.,~29 
I L • 

This prin e of the c urch, in the midst of lus bus li 

nd des ite a profound l ck of nfi ence in his o n a i 

'/rote r nd left for those who should fol lo 1 l irr s v re r " of 

f"r-reaching importance. . s he brin " to a close is 'i"tor of 

21 . 
22 . 
20 . 
24. . 
25. 
2 • 
2 . 
!? 8. 
29 . 

Vit~c P trQ~, VIII, 2 . 
" " , II. Proloeue . 
If , I, 2. 

S . art . , I I I, 6ID. 
Vitae Patrum, II, ' 
Vi tac _ 'l t .,. ·r , I I, 2. 
S . "rt. I ,3J . 
H . J..'1 • X , 31, 1 9 . 
S . ~ ~ rt • I I , I • 
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30 
ork . .e w1 the Fr"r.1 E', he dra is up a SUffi'T'"rv of 1is ife s he 

books that he has written, nd in an impr ssi ve manner co. !':'end 

ther1 to the care of' posteri t:· . 11 I "Jr t ten ooks of W "'tories , 

seven of · irac les , one of tbe Lives oi' the F thc,..s 11 • I co OS Pd 

one book of com 1entariec on the Ps"lms , and one book n1~0 0n th 

Servi.cos of the Church . J nd al tl ough I h"'ve .rri et the e books 

in ' .:t~ lo somewhat uncouth , yet I "djur 11 pri ts f t 

lord l.O Rftar ma Sh"l] rul the hl ble Cu~ a TO:.l""'" , b th 

corrin,_; of our Lor, Jesus nhrist , find by t 1e a o ju ment d -

ed b~ all sinners , that i you .vould not b""' confounded, nd de -

p~rt co c mned with the devil fro h jud men 
' 

OU n v r c us 

hese oo' s to be destroyed or rP - ritt n, ch 0 in0 0 

nd passing over others, but allow t iem 11 to r 9.in int c "nd 

uni paired i!l your ti. e , just s I left th Still if 

n thir book pleases you , I do no 0 .... id 0 n in 0 

verc., if onl: rry 0 be le t u njured . I h" ·e inish d t 

boo s in the t.enty- fir:Jt yea aft r crdinq ti on" . 

In ddition to the works here en io Pd , Gre or r f rs ne -

lh e to , Latin tr nslation of 'fhe P"ssion of the S r n Sle rs 

of Ephcsu 7:is A says he made ith the assist nc f c r-

tain s ... ri n~J He al.so speaks of a book hi ch h ot on t e 
32 

co posed by Sidonuis (Apolli ris) , ~o and bishop . Thi r 

is no longer xtant . 

o. 
3 • 

I. F . X, 31 , 19 . 
H F 1 • II , 22 . 
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The li er~ v rP-rn°in~ of thiP unioue writer~. be rou hly 

cl?ssified urder t~ t o he ds , Iisto - nd ~giograph , to which 

mu t be add d the fragment of the Corn entnr~ on the Ps lrns , and 

the interesting wok o the Church Services; or ~s the fuller ti-

the St r~ thcJ • hould tle re~ds , An Account of the Gour es o 
33 

e observed i n performing the Services . The Hi~ ory of t e 

Fr~nks stands int e first rank as sourc, m erial for eo~ 

Freme istorv ~4 It nc in proce~s f co position bout t 1en-

ty years . T e f · rst four book uhich bring t e a c m do ·n to 

t ct qt of K · ~~ -ieibert in 5r5 ere ritten abou 5.6 . The 

fifth nd sixth books ppear to have been co po~e 

nd 584. o 5 . , nd the ~to y en s it t• P sc t .ir. 

t en 580 

on 

Ghil "" ic, o died in 584 . Boor ev n to Pn r O"' he hroni -

cle d came out bet ~en the rs 587 nd 59 • Gr ~or en e -

vised the firs ix ooks nd '"'d o e dd t " 35 ions . 

The h eiogr p i-eal or ks nre no rit n on the ar.-e hi 

p n as the chronicles . Their "PP l s 0 er n audi nc 

1 S" c lt re n l ",... c it . Thev• ere for th edification 

of th f . tl f and to dv rtize the h in of St . ·r , et 

th odcrn historian ind"' t e very val bl for th t 

h 0 n pon th m nn rs n c sto s f hC' i s . d ..... oes 

so ff\ , ao 0 sa that the Lives 0 t F ther. e 0 b 

pl ::iced ... "' ,... · d th I!.istor of he nl"S !'\ C" so r E" mat 

x. i"'C e 1 Li wnr'l u cle 'tt 
Von .. ustini n li zur .i t d Zeh :,0n 

r~ oirP de 0"'""" l,.;..1. ' . is oirP 

de ou ' s . In . P . 8 ~ ; ;:;re -

2 lU 



The~e Pre or ctic"ll,, monoeraphs, t 1ent in number--o noted 

caints of the fourt1 , fifth nd sixth centurie~ , m"nM of 

of historical significRnce . 

Tho boolc on the Churcl Services, while of v ~1 sli..:) t inter -

est from a literarr standpoint, contains ~ome valu ble hints on 

the scope of Gregory ' s education 2nd general infor· ntio • It 

sho s, ccordin to Bnitius, th2t after al~, Gre-or· h ~hat 

~,ere for the tine", e!:'llly remarkable acquirements, .1hich he em-

ployed in the service of thA C1urch, in"omuch th"t e as re"llJ 

in certain linited fiel~s "n instr ctor of the cle ~ . I 

little tre~tise on D t onom. he shows th t he h s ~ A ui.n nt r-
38 

est in scicnc ~n is thor ughJ f Milinr ith subjcc , as 

weJ 1 ""'s wi tJ t e wri tin s of sever l L" inpo ts less ell no n. 

There is a decided difference of opinion on author ' ties 

to Gregor· ' ~ educ"tion. Some critics clni h~t h i l 

39 
educ ted clas~i nll and he .... s c rt· in .. 

the se "n "rtr 

his cqt:"'int nee 

V r il. th t 

.1 0 
au._,ht by • art.ion C" pell , but R 

i tl La.t ' n uthors s pr ctic 

· ne / f ulu Gelliu .... nd Flin· th 

~n de ine cl .... 

b li VO t '1t 

11, o fined to 

.ldc prob b 

on1 .,· bJ nc ,... nd ma' fl ve o e in contact ith IR n lit r tur 

onl · 

38 . 
39 . 

• 
40 . 

41. 

late in life aftAr his 

an · ius , . 221 , 222 . 
Ro;,,)er , 1 • ' n i nmen 
lcuin~ p . 1<'' 

11. F • • • 31. 
ura i. 

i . ork t 
ntin Diet · r~ . 
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~t· tee clearlv that he was not trai ned i n the art of r"'mm~r no 

inst twtr.ld in the polished writings of secul "r uthor£, but that 

his blessed fc.ither flvitu'"' influenced hirr ··;hollu to\1 rd E' le"'i"'s ­
.a. ("'\ 

ticar ;o~kP:~ This muot bet ken with some reserv"'tio~s ho1ever, 

for 1 is, ri~ings "fford evidence of soTe farriliarit with t1e 

;:o,....lrn of ::-eve al ·La.tin \':l"'U, 0 r.r, ~spcci;:;i.11~; :rith Vir _.11~3 He lso 

.uotcr Sqllu t 44and spe ks of the Th 0 oc sinn code~5 Kurtl offers 
4f. 

the su-~ostion t~8t ~e ~a· hnve "cquired a sli~h knowledKc o 

Vi "t:il ml other L<ttin 1ri ters throue;h some collection of L tin 
'7 

litGrat.ure us din +he re ools , but Bor.u...,P+ refute~ this hupothe·-

sis ·itL the rt:'rn"irk that "'UCh a c:.res t ornathie ould hardl·r :r-v"" 

excluded such uthors PS Cicero nd C s r . Gregory ment · ons t e 

n~wc of the great orator onlv once . Indeed he se ns to f r he 

possible evil i nfluence of secul r riter~ , as in this conne tion 
h 

where he rem r·~s , Jero e o s thci t he ws severe · be"' e b c use 
/, 8 

he deli "'htecl in the su tleties o Cic r . 11 Ag· 11 ,... ........ ·s: 1Fo 

'ie ou-ht not to el<>to their r~JlE'cio s s ries , n to f llo· 

~tor the windo~ of philoso~ers ini~ical to Go: l st b. the 

• f 11 • t J. f t l dP. tl1 . II JUd en~ of God 7e ~ ir. o senvence o e er -

upon he pror eds to s o · th~ he is uit r~ il ' " 
.... 

v 

t'olo y , nearlr nll of hich, ho ever, can P cle rl tr"c 

Vi ·il 49 • ~ . 

Y-

0 42 . 
43 . 

Vitne P~truri , ,II . / 
Ku th, St . Greg ire de '11ourn et les etudcs cla'"' i 
~i cle . (Rev f' des Que"t ' ns h · "t riClU S, rIV, p. 

ues "u VI -
5.0) 

44 . 
45 . 
46 . 
47 . 
48 . 
49 . 

I . F . I V. 1 ; . . F . VI I. 1. 

Uurlti,I¥ . 4 ~ ~/ ire , p . 59J . 
Bonnet , p . t>~ . 
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.... ('\ 

~4 t~ ~ re~<)rda it as ver mli ·,01 t t Mn of c-•1c 0 i -

nc f'lllC' in the church , the inti,.,.nte friend o tl e po t Fortu11 vu , 

nve rerr·in d 0 i...,norant, for cert inlir 0 ortunitiP-" for 

ff>riili rizint; h_;_mself .it.1 cl"'ssin'"l 1 1iter tur riust '"'V of n 

"' s nt~i tlemselves . It ic pos"ible th,.,+ Gregor ' son M esty 

caused hi~ to depreci~te his liter r: n~ruir r nt . 

ents of 1~rtinn C pclln ~ thoaA f sup io ~ttAin e ts , 

to be lenient 1i th his shortco inc-s . " nd, ... ri ,... f G d, ·o v r 

be, if our nrti~n h ~ instruct you i n tie even di ciplines , 

ou to · e'"'d by means of o pnre -

hend r UI!lents in disputations b dialectics , to 

otres b, ~ oric, ~ ~st ono y to ~ n p the ensur of 1" nd ~ ~ nd 

line", bu actrolo . 0 conte. plate t e p ths of h h ~ Pn • bodie 

b ari thm t i c to und rC'J r:i nu th~ p s 0 nw er0 , b ha· on to 

A.CC r he odul'"' ions of t' e voice to the pl s nt ccents 

vers13; if in v 11 these t in·· you have been so tr in , t rr 

style see~ to OU rustic, stil l I be> t nu you 
51 

Wh'l t I h"' ve . ri t ten" • 

no cast fort 

5.., 
Tu~ he seem~ to regrrd .nd rcus, lo s ell tr,.,ine n 

o a of Vir il, i n the ooks of 1e Tl eodosi n co ' 
?" t 

art 0 0 utntion, "'S hi hl' ed i. te . at . l con 

depJo es h i s 0 n 1 cl{ of due tio d polo iz s ver u h f i 

50 . ~i ti ·-, ... . 218. 
51. H. F . . 31 , 1 . 
52 . . F . I . 47 . 



rude style, le is comforte<.l by tle conviction that his l"'ngu e;e 

bee use unpolished by t'1e. sc iools may b"' ore intelligible to 
53 

ttie pPople . In convers'"'tion with his 'TIOther on thP edvis"' iJit 

of wri tin~ a 11orl{: on the mir8.clcs o ..:.t . · · rti n, he says : "Do ~·o , 

not re8lize tr~t I am i6norant of letters, Rnd s 1 I, si"'ple 

and uneducated es I am, ventnr"' to wake kno m these rnnderful mir -
54 -c: 

-:icles? 'ould that Sevc1'us , would th t :Paulinus 0 '-';ere livin,_., or 

56 tht Fortunatus , at least, were here t,o descri e them ! For I err 

so untrained that I shall incur reproach if I tr to 11ri te do1·n 

these thin_ s . 1-l:c... she said to mP , ' o ., ou not kno· that i th u , 

bec:iuse of ... te intellectual condition of tle people, if onA 

speaks as ou do , he ir felt to be more ea"il u11derstood? So do 
5'"' 

not 1 csi tate or refrain from t 1.i.S rnrk , for you will be doing 

"iron[ if you hold . our p~a.ce on th se rr::-t ers : " 

Ag" i!1 nd again he p otests that his to ~u i. sterile , his 

spnec rude i-in mpolished , and he re~rs t "t b C8uce of 1is un-
58 

cout lan~ta~e is pages m y lo~e their v~1ue . 

He st tes in specific terms , not once but several ti es , 

just wh re the weakness in his ducotion lies . n the nr r +, resh ... 
old. 

of his history , he turns asid to w rn his audience hat to ex -

53 . Th:~ to k place i n vision . 
54 . Sevcru. Sul iciu . bi~ op in G~u- ~ ·thor of a Histori8 
S"'cra , t e Vita S . ,, rt · i, 1.nd seve "'1 s aller orl{". He died 

42 ..... 1 . D. Harrier ' s LDt~n Dictionar • "' 
5- . P .ulinu~ , pro) bly P ~linu"' of ol'l , ,} isti n \lri ter of 

the fifth centurv .. . D. Harper ' c Latin Diction rv· . 
5G . Fortun t s , Venantiusf. an I; 1: n. poet living i G ul in the 

sixth centur... ti. • D. i'lrner s T tin Di cti onar . • 
57 . Epistol a in W ~ tuor Iibros de Vi tutibus s~ 1cti · rt·ni 

Episcopi . 
58 . Vitae P trum VIII; I X; S . ~:a,...t . ·II. Z . 
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rect . 59 "But fir·t I beg the indul enc ofrrw re~ders if either in 

letters or in syll0bles I tr nsgr ss the nrt of grammar , in vhich 
00 

I "ID not fully trained . " Again , in even mor detail , S3 S: 

11 •ut I fe~1r lest Vlhen I begin to write , bee us I a.m untr-::iined in 

rhetoric, and in the art of erammar , someone ~ay s~y to~ , ' Do you 

think ~hat bw nn undertnkin~ so rtde and untrain w our rn'm wi 1 

nttoin a p ce among writers? Or do you t ·nk that thi~ · rk / ich 

lackn ho aid of ~rt and an~ acau intance ith letters will be re -

ceived bw le~rned ~en? You ho h ve no c evern s~ in o position; 

who rE> not ven acqu inted ith gr •1 ic l terrns; f too o t"'n 

use f, inine or's inste d of~ sculin, neuters instead of femi-

ines and asculi'1 s f'or ncutPrs; you ·ho often mispl e , en t e 

repositions as ~nctioned b; th ut.ori f is in u · shed writ -

er . Fo~ wou us t ccusntive in place of abl tiv • nn 

gain t e nblative in~te8d of t e ~r tive .. .. Yu nossibl 

'" 
not be re ~ded ~mong o er ri ter • 

e be s for indulgence c use of hi" 

ing . 10 one else can be found suffici ntl 

an als 01 h rankr •1 " 1ci ther help of nr 

uat'>e s ists e . . . no . ordl v in glor 

ode""t · ur es ID"' to be silent l ; 1 t'e 
62 

impell to write . II me 

5 . . F . I. Prologu . 
60 . De Gl " 

..., Co"l . Prn tio . 
61 . ir. F . r~ f tio . 
62 . De Gloria Conf . Pracf tio . 

0 iv in rit-

tr in d to rite h{' 

' 
nor ] au nc of lan-

pur 0 ri e, b t 

ove an pn Chri 



He fears criticism fro. those trained i1 writing . 11 0ne 
63 

versed in co .. position could ex panel this a ood de· 1 11
, he sa s :ind 

v ' 

oes on to explain th t it is his sole desire as one concerned 

with churchly doctrines , to we ve toget.er in succinct and simple 

language, vithout verbosity the histor: which pertains to the up­

building of the Church, in sucl ..... m::inn r thut he may show fort 

the miraculous po .er of the bless · Sn.int ancl not of "end t e good 
G4 

t ..... stP. of his readers . 

From these example 0 it se MS fair to infer ilth Rocer6that .. 
Gregory waa qni te !'.\ are of the deficiencie"' of hi"'. educ ti on ::ind 

1a~ speaking in ..... 11 sincerity quite .ithout ecclesiastical c nt, 

in his many protestations . In eed the perusal of hi~ pages 

affords the best evidence of the ve defect 0 which he so con-

st" ntly bemoans . 

Gregory may have been ignor~nt o c assical i er turc, bu 

as re ~rda the works of l ter lters , e~ ~ci 11 histori ns, he 

~s better re d . As source. for the nrlier portions of thP His -

tory of he Fra.n'.s, he u ed the chron · .-1.es of Jerome, Orosi lS, 

Victorius, nd Sulpici ~ Severus; the ur h his o of .u~ebius-

Rufinus; the life of St . ~nrtin bv S lpicius S verus; e letters 

of Ferr olus ~nd of hi fello. citizen, Sidoniu"' linaris; Rnd 

the ritings of Bishop vitus . e also ha c ss to histories 

not oth"rwise kno n , those of en"tns Profutu us ri eridu~ "nd 

Sul pi ci us lexander , fro. 1 i c i e uot f3 "t so e len th in the 

63. De Glori Conf ., Pr"ef~tio. 
64 . S . ~rt . II , 19. 
65 . Roger, p . 105 . 
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H isi c ot ticrs t t hes t of C · 1 d b t t sit on t 

C""C of t11 forty rebellious nun Ibo 1 1 . r·nc SS C lr i d, 
75 

R"degunda . ~~d rtRp ted in " bod fro th ry round d 

It w E here .. .,t his niece Just n d position of p io ess. 
?Pi 

f pp.,rcntl Gregoru n ver visit Ro e or nt o sid Gaul, 

t} OU._. 
Od nth c r m ntionc 

hnt he ent to Ro e hi e Gr uory th Gr t pop . 

f o d d A v prolific our e of infor "t · on ns t l po -

i ic 1 prisone ,.. ii 0 from ire to tim so lu t th c urch 

of St . r n, a" 1ell ... h t rone of P r 

f "Ul ho sou t he!'I in t i 13 ·in 
7 .... .. c en s on t 

f c th t G e 0 y as inform d, lb it incorr tl .. , r.l out ire: 

in t "' €" o n ,.., ,.. on th of per or , ... 

Just · an n on ti (' 
,.. t r o n 0 f' 

u 

Fr hi 
79 . 

"PO to 0 t t 

R por s cone nin 11 1 t st 0 

0 of G -or I "' de con ' 
0 i" 0 t ru Ci . on 

qu st f o r H 11 of por nt n 1 0 0 

~ 

" floo in..., o h Ti r c st or 

OU" 1 of of . ch 

took pl c G 0 t Gr 0 d 

hi or i ti on. In crib · n hi h 0 •ti e ul 

75 . 
7Q . 
7 . u .. . p. 2 7 . 
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cl . 

• . 0. . 25 :r ut t 

78 . 
79 . 
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mentions that Gre'·or;Y w s so v rs d in gr mr · , di lectiC' , r nd rhe­

toric, t rt he was believed to be s cond to no on in thP. Ci tv. :C 

rel tes how Gregory was tqken from his hiding pl ce and r de c"d 

f th C'h h f G 1 . t • . · 1180 o e .. urc o oc, a,_,n1ns ills own 11 • 

To the be t of his a ilitu Gr ~ory used grent c~r q to 

r-ources . For the 13eogr ph} nd wonders of cUstRnt. 12. d... e as 

oblig ci to "'lu on the accounts o travelers 1ho rought b ck tr l 

wondrous tales . Thus he descri ten the ·raMids as ... ·tun t upon 

t r> river p;, o 
~- ' in t1° City of "b ·loni"' _not the f ous B b lon 

nd calls th 1 t~e r n ries o ore . 11 'l'he r ~r ioe t ti: "s 

nd nPrro t th top, so that t e g nin could b lI' d in t rou 

... nll l ol It e re nrks t' nt ~n tor · ... re told in conn tion 

the cros~in o th Red 3e b t 1 purpos s to ins rt in his 

p -es onl t ose facts hie he kno s to b true, sine "'S 

le rn t em ro is en, nd b v 11, fro tl ose 0 en 

to th pl ce . "For the s y t ..,t the furro s "' . "' b l 

Of the c 1:"lriot r a.in to this day, and r vis le th pt 
81 

f 

.. he se s ... ., r <? s the can fol lo ti . 
In 1 ing ir cles he is PlSO ve c r 1 

II 11 th s 

~ rive to , "he n s on one 0 c si on", e c r arn d OU 
82 

h s r ln inr; th m G'l reclus<'J or e ith our o n ·1e en-

d nvor d to inv R i ate thoro -hl t mir cl s t t ook l c 
83 

the to of St . ~rtin . "'!'he fact h t I rel t u ht no 

t an one ln\orth of be io , 0 ~u~e nri s of u 

T 1 , 2 . 
' . F. I , 10. 

2 . v · tn. ntr ' 
·r. 

83 . s . . '"'r . ' III , 45. 



not enti oned in the ccount . The r ~an for it if" this : rhen 

e restored to h al th by the s· in of God they le ve i'11Ir.edi-

t.el,. , ..., the· soMeti~·s go so seer tlu thnt , so to sp "k , tho• 

noticed br one . f nd hen t e r port h!!S sp'end th t a rrir -
"re " 

no 

., cl e s h en on b., t (> ble sed Ji.;;hop , I s m n ose 1 0 

~ n 30 of tho ·~urch .., ntl inquire into 1hn t ned , but I do 

leP 1 n the n'"'rr1es frorr. therr . I ne 11 nention b n 'Ile 
11ot "lways 

those I lrve been ble to ee or ex!lriine persona) l~ . 11 

Grc ory 2pp r~ to hnve been of 0 ref 1 nd 0 e I nt CO -

serv ... tive n'"'ture . I e bP inn his hi toru b reciting '11is c ed n 

dee ring his · lle icnce to ~ C..,tholi C. urch, t .,t t re "· c 

no doubt on the~A noints in t e ind"' of his re ers~5 L"' · 

ful to observe ·< c n ns of the church, · n th c-=1 s.o of t 

young m n ho esir d to be cons cat d iPhop itholt oin~ 
86 

t rou t· ~ cnrsu::: honorurn . He personally inve ti t "' ch r 

cl er He eel on th t. nt cond 
"in t hi"' 

the month r~ther th n on th fifteenth s so n .. 

fter mnki a c eful i nvestigation h finds th 

88 
... p., i 

' 
h " h re flooded · po r frOIT' abo .. 

., ster' . He de 0 ir~s t all CO"'tS o ke p th 

. 
iz ns 0 his city , ev n f rin churc n 

hich pro ised o 

8 . rcha s tr nsl 
85 . H. F. I . Pro lo 
8 . H . F . VI , 1 5 . 
87 . !'!rt . , III 

88 . IL ... . .~ , 23 . 
89. . A 0 VI I , 4 . 
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sume serious proportions . 
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Yet he defies i n Childebert in the matter of his right to 

impone taxes on the people of Tours , and g1ins 1 unit for them 
99 

out of rerpect to St . hartin . Ie refutes King Chilncric ' s theo -

lo··ic· 1 vie'F 0 and roundl rebukes him for eparting from the ac ­
J 

cepted tenets of the church on the Trini w • H t kes up the cud-

ls for the isgr· ced bishop Pr~etcxtatus gainst the council of 

bishops and in open opposition to the kin 
92 

and queen . hen "CCUS d 

of sl nderin the uecn by Leud stes the lo - born count of unsavor 

rcput tion, he abl· defend~ h mself , but contrary to th c nons, 
93 

is obliged to make expiat i on at three altars . 

Hi~ ~ ttitude to·ard defenders oft e faith is n accor nnce 

.ith the ' de s of the aee , although ot consiste nt 1th our more 

enlightened ethic l ~tand rd" . Of Clovis aut or of dre ful 

crimes a inst humanitv , hob rgain .i th the Lor or victor 

as the pr ice of adopt! g Chri.,tiani t , he sa s: "Fro d to da • 

God pro trated his e mies under hi h n , an incr ed his in -

dom , becau e ho ,alked ith righteou 

things ich .ere ple ~1n i n h s e ec . 

ether Gre or hated t •rench 

and believed t ."t their rul ould be 

or hether th t vie is entir l. f l. ... e 

terial here . It is enou~h th t h l 

e rt bef or 
94 

· m and i the 

con.u ror of ul 

ho rt !iS Des r"' c ert 

B n t decl i 

o n th m to u "S e "' 

5 

then ith all their fault nd occ .. io l good de d i n le-

90 . H. . I 
' 

·o . 
91 . . . 

' 
. tf. 

92 . H. F . v, i q. 
93 . F • F. v, 4 . 
94 . . . I I, 40 . 
95 . De" Francs , p . 10· p . 104ff . 
96 . Bonnet, p . 6 . 



ture of Chilperic is painted in black st color 0 ,"thc ero and the 

Herod of our ti es . Never did he love an m n trul , and he was 

beloved b., no one ; and o hen he bro thed forth his spirit all 

his fol lo 'lern left hir . But ;hen he i us dead , one faithful priest 

came and washed him and clothed him in better garments, an Aav-

ing passed the night in sin0 ing h•mns, put him upon· boa , nd 
• 97 

buried him in the churcl of St . Vincent hich is at i·ris . dre d~ 

ful end \hich some o' brings to mind Carl·le ' s picture of the 

death of that later French ing Louis XV, 11 fors· Jrnn, a m ss of ab-
98 

erred c la··' abandoned to so e poor persons ' and priests . 

Gregory en s his histor .ith an account of .h t he hi self 

re-;rrds ;:;>s t.1e important acts of his life . Be ·dos recowtin 

hi 0 li terar v worlrn , he sa~ c: 1 I rree;ory al thou 7 un orth s 

the ninet enth bic. op] , and I found the cl u ch t Tours in 

1hich the blessed artin and the othe. prio ts o the Lord ere 

con ecrated to the office of bishop recked b fire nd in ruins. 

This I rebu · 1t , more extensive in .idth and it ~ hi r roof, 

and I dedic te· it in the seventeenth ear or m ordin tion . ere , 

· s I found from co ea ed prie~ts , haa been pl ced b tho o of 

olden time , tho relics of the ble~ ed u~urice and is c p nion. 

or I fo nd in the trcnsur of the Church of ~t. ~rtin the ver 

box, in hich ere the relic in ver b d con ition ...... . 

I found the church of the hol erp tuus burned nd I ordcre our 

.. orkmen to re"torc it to its onted sA lendor eith r bu· po.intinrr 

or other· ise adornin it . I or ered a b ptioter to be bu:lt d-

jolnin~ the churc .• in ich I pl cod the relics of yt . ohn and 

n1 . . ... . ·11 , 46 . 
98 . C"rl·le , o. c T.e rench evolution, I, ch . 4. p. zo. 

Ill 



of ~crgius the r"rt r , nd in the earlier b~ptister , I put the 

relics of the m rt red 0t . .Jenir,nu" . And in m"n · pl ces \Ii thin 

the bound ries of Tours I dedicated c urches and oratories nnd 
99 

adorned them ith the relics of hol ffi( r"). • ... , • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. •••• 

Herc ends in the name of Christ the tenth boo of the 

100 
Histories . 

99 . H. F . X. 31 , 19 . 
100 . Text of the Brusseln an Corbie manuscrip~ . 



Pae;e 

-o e P . 31: Liber de cursibus ecclesiasticis . Gregory claims 

tlis as one of his works in H. P . 10, 31 . It \as discovered by Fr . 

Haase in 1853 and then p blishcd for the first time . The purpose 

of the work as twofold . Gregory wished to give to the clergy a 

reliable help for the celebration of the night offices , by fixing 

the times of the constellations . e also had an educational end 

in vie • 

The first part described the anders of the ancient rnrld: 

1;oah ' s Ark, Babylon, ;:.olorron ' s Temple , th~ .ausoleum (?) , the Colossus 

of Rhodes , the Theater of eraklea , t}te Pharus at Alexandria . 'ith 

these ~orks of men Gregory contrasts seven ot ers ~ich d create 

The ebb and flo1 of the tides, the gro th of plants , the phoenix .­

"the third is t'1at which Lactant i us tells of the phoenix . " - --

Gregory gives here a short paraphrase of the poo of 
p 

t:l Pho,.nice , 

1hic i he ascri 'bes to Lactantius) . Then comes Aetna th a short 

description from Virgil ' s Aeneid 3 , 570-574 (" of hich Publeus of 

antua speaks as follo sin t1e third book of the Ineid, 11
) and 

what i more importabt a quotation from the Chorogr phy of t e 

ratirnr unkno n Julius itianus :" the ell kno n uli s itianus 

speaks of the mountain in t ese ords:" here are four re t moun-

ta ins in Sicily; ricus, 1ebrode::> , 'ept n nd Ethna,(t e latter i~ 

often seen to belc fort flames from t e top nd .e orld per-

ceives that al"o iith the eye of faith although hen it as first 

annpunced at Rome that Ethna as urning,·t w s rece·ve as a 

prodigy . " 

Then follo1s a short description of the hot spcin s of 

St Barthelemy near Grenoble , to hich Gregory adds four lines of 

a poem by i lary of Irle s , . s sixth and seventh rnnders Gre or 

7 I 
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gives the courses of the sun and the phases of the moon . Then he 

c;oes on to speak of the stars and so to his real subject where he 

explains that he does not use the heat en appellations or the stars 

"employing only those names which our c orrm on people give from their 

usage , and vhich the arrangement of the signs themselves express , 

as cross , sic:tite and the other signs . 11 - ----- but how the servic s 

in praise of od may be performed in a ration~l manner ,! instruct 

you,n.nd at ·1hat hours one 'Vho desires to be diligently engaged in 

that dut muse rise at nig1t and pra to the Lord . 11 

Condensed from , anitius, P. 222 . 

7.11! 4m 

- -



Chapter III. 

Intellectual Life . 

11 Si:1ce liberal° culture is declining, nay perinhing in the 

citiec of Gaul----------and no er· m ~rian trained in the art of 

dialectics could be found 3.ble to depict these matters , either 

in prose or ve1se; and since an· ofttimes be lailed this fact, 

l 
:::a., in[, , Alas for our ai;.)e , bee· use t .. e cul ti v: ti on of 11 tera turc 

has passed a / y from us, nor in an found amon the people 'riho 
) 

can set forth upon the pa::;e'"' of hictory tL eventG of .the ti cs; 

I ever hc2ring the"'e and other like rnurMurine~, could not, al -

though I am rude of speech, refrain from tcllin t e strife of 

the 'Hie ed and the life of the ood, in order t prererve past 

histor ·, so that it ma· cor.i, to the notice of l ter generations . 

nd I have been stimulated and influenced in this nttcr, bec~u~e 

s I have been surprized to le rn from men of our da··, lthou 1 

few comprehend the subtle speec of the rhetorician, ·et an un-
1 

derstand one o spoal<:"' 1i th uncultured tone;ue . " 

-.ri th tlle~c .or s Gregor begins his hist or· , thu"" character-

izin~ the intelle ,tual status of hie- fello countr men, ~ it 

appe red to him . 
e have seen in the prece ing chapter that he 

felt lrnenl his om lack of liter r · tr" inin -, et according to 

this statement c believed hi ~elf to be the m~n beet fitted for 

undertaKine so i portant a .ork as a n t:on l histor . 

G ul had indeed degener tcd intellectu 11 • There :as a 

nd that not long p!1st , 1hen cl"S"'iC!'ll tudies flouris .ed 

1. I. F . Pro.efatio . 



there, 2 :-- nd Hhen en like P usoni u:: 3 in the fourth centur• and Sidon­

iu3 pollin· ris 4 ·n the fifth centur; lent rcno7n to th t remote 

l'"'nd . .t utun, ' rrevcs , Toulou~e, rseilles nd especi~ll · at 

Borde"U.X there wo· 1 e famous schools hi ch follo .ca i · .;ener' 1 the 
. 5 

s;•s' em of uintilli n , teachine; the child to read nd ;rite, nd 

G to spec.. k cor ectl . A knoi:ledge of the poet" wa:: a rt of the 

instruction, also music n geomctr . 1his . s t e element ry 

training afforded b:t the schools of gra ar . The student then 

passed to the rhetorici·n 1ho tcught li the art of orator·, ci-

il la and histor • 

In the fifth centur, tlis education . s fast ten·ing to,ard 

artificiality and sterilit• . Sidonius Apol:.inaris, . om Gregory 

frequentl· mentions in is istor a educ ted at Bordeaux , and 

as so trained in the specious rhetoric of the d , th t he sact'i-
8 

ficed all natur 1 spontaneit in hi~ ritincs . Coul t ere be 

gre ter co tr a st than is afforded b .. t_ is hi l cul turcd product 

of the fifth centur: in Gaul , and the unlettcre Gre or , t.,pe 

of the hi est intellectual culture of a centur' l ter'? The do n-

2 . Bonnet , p . 1 . 
3 . A cclebr~t~Q r etorician n~ poet of G ul ho lived nd t~u~ t 

at Bor eaux and 'l'r ve", i the second half of the fourth cen­
tur . . D. o ran. s as "lmo t the 1 ::;t tin poet , and as t e 
first French poet , ,:ac.trail , ,J. atin it aturc . pp . 2 5,26 

4 . Sidonius , pollinariG, ·-" n of the orl , poet and r ·tor of the 
fifth c ~tur· . Born at I ons, bout 4 l, A . D. he b c me 
bishop of .u er no and died about 489 . Dalton, I.t . 

o . ui ti 11 · n t' fD .ou" rhct rici born · n nd edu-
c ted t Ro Hi~ celcbr'te ~t·tutio 
came the st r tre tise on tor • e . D 
.ackail , p . 198 . 

6 . Rof?er , p. , . 
7 . p . 9 . 
8 . Dalton, o . .. Letters of Sidonius Introduction, "~ 'II. 



'lard trend had been co rapid that <.' n Gregor:· s 
..... 
~' 

in iG ti e 

cl~ssical culture h d Plmost disappeare • 

In the ccnturieo past there had been both municip l and pri ­

v te schools in Gaul , tl. c latter tau ,.ht b celebrated rh tor.:.ci n,.., 
~ 

.hose fame drew pupils fro af: r . In t e .... ixth century the 

ochools appe~r to have been principall those connect d ith the 

bis' op ' s pn.lnce and the monasteries . Still there ust have been 

sone sc1ools of rhetoric still in existence, for re-or speals 

Jf the rhetoric ·ans, .co rin is o.n "'PC c 
of the suotletie2 

10 e ali...o mentions ith eferencc thos 
ri th theirs . 

tr ined b .. 

11 
Capell , .... ,1 o prob::ibly represented to hi t higho t de-

artian 

rce of 1 . t . . l iterar· ra1n1 ~ · 

In the story of nd ci us, 1e get an · nsi ght into the stu ie 

t~u~ t the c i-dren of the u er cl sses . T is. oung slave fol­

lo in- t·1e ncient :to· ~n fa"' ion, cted s pcda o ue or c ool 

attendant to the so of hi"' m~"'ter, the sen tor Felix . In this 

:a .. he · ad the op port unit of cqu · rin 

became noted for his learnin • "For he 

the 1orks of Virgil , in t e books of the 

n e uc tion iimself and 

s full.· in'"tructed in 

s, n in 

the science of arit' met.:.c . " He bee e 0 0 uffed u. b re s n 

of his brilli nt attairu ents that he loo ed do.nu on his m"stc~ . 

nd adv need him in his Jt'in l ly Kin ..;ii i bert too { notice of hi 

nfall ~nd de th~3 ser ice , but his arro ~nee led to h. sped• 

This incident not onl ffords a li Pc of tle classical school 

9 . Ampere , ,,J ' istoire litteraire de l o.nce v nt le douz·eme 

siecle , 101 . II p . 276 . 

10 . . F . ""'r (;f do . 
11. ' 

01 . 
12 . •. o <.-1' • p . 110 . 
13 . H. v, 47 . 



of the tie, buts o.s lso t.· tit snot irpoor.ible for the 

lo~est slave to obt · n an educ tion . 

It seerr.~ evident l lso that" teucler s · rara vi~ and 

difficult to '"'ecure , and uch 1as forgiven or· 11 for the s kc 

of tc chin0 abilitJ . T~ere l"S a certain cleric of mo ... t disso­

lute ch racter .ho ·,s sentenced for is sins to bo ~old as a 

sl ve . Bishop etherius appened to he ro the case, an s m-

. 1 ft · · d 1· th the · 14 pathizine o.~ b1s10 s so o on ai er~ in l , he re eemed 

l im for t entv gold pieces . "T en after i life ..... bo n -r nt -

ed hin, he professed to be te ch er of letters, prornisin the 

bishop th·t if he ould intrust bo - to hi , he ould r.en t c 

b ck instructed in letters , D lighted t t e ne s, t e is 0 

-ot t .e 0 ... of t, e ci tyto ether n sent t e to i to be 
v ~ 

tcud t . 1d tl en M le he njo in hi onor t th h n 

en, nd t e b. slop he. d ver - n rou 1 given i 

lo.nd "n v·ne r s , n il e . con t ntl nvited to t e 

of t. e p rent .. of the pup·1 ... .... . .... . e fell b cl 
ho es 

into evil · rs . et tlo bi op it ntle reproof re tor • 

15 
him to honor . ro bl t i eve if 1 profe ~ion re 

true could te ch onl t e mer t ru nt of 1 tt r et t e 

bi~lop de ired to eep im ~t 11 co tr . 

3 thir. ti e the gr t pu lie n ci 1 chool ... of o-

man t·mes seem to v di~a e red an t .e c oolr- in-

stituted b C rlerr. n ere not as et . e eet, o ever it 

omc references to t e sc. ol" 1 
• T ur. de f n du b bo ho e 

facultie 0 .ere re~tored t t e to b of ~t . ~rtin rote-eed 

14 . S . "rt III 53. 
15 . H. I, ~5 . 



b, ueen Clotilda , and pl ced at school here he o itte 
16 

11 

the s· lms to menor.., • Ag"' in redi u·~ as a oung m· n L s sent b · 

his p~rents to the court of Theodobert . There le ns noticed b 

3ishop 1 icctiu"' '?ho induced him to leave the pPl ce and follo.7 

him . Hu corrected and trained him , an inst ucted i in the 
l ', 

divine boo1.s . So it Gcems that both at the court an in tho 

bishop ' s place there .aG some kin of a prepar·tor trainin 

for life . This cannot , lOUever, be i terpreted a"' a school af -

fording a classical education. Te ~chool for noble'i 3ons at 

the palace trained them for the duties of their st tion . 'l'hey 

1ere nrobabl drilled there in ph cical exercise , ~o~a1s nd 
" .., ' 16 

in t' e elements of letter" . Roger s s that it i"' u~ele s to 

underGt~nd a bureaucrac trLi .e i letterr- at a Place school n 
19 

rude h rovineian times . To re d , rite , c lcul te nd s ell, to 

be fam· 11ar ·it 1"' .s "nd formul s '1 .... sufficient even fo t 0 e 

d ... . 20 
\ o filled the offjces of notarier- ~n secre~ ries . 

So also there appe r to have been in the bishop's house nd 

at monasteries, training schools for bo s ho ere to follo the 

church as~ career . Tc.., lc"rncd there the c ntine ~nd ren"ing 

th 1 ff · 11 cnol " 1· n t i necessar· for e o: o ices . sen e there-

fore meant t. e oup of oung clerics, rc"der~ !\ n inger" ho 
21 

surrounded the bishop , a kind of eminar · . regor tell" of 

mother 0 or ought her onl., on to the abbot to be in tructed, 

that he might become a priest , trai ed int e sacre· dutie • But 

1 • S . •.art. I 7 . 
1 7 . IL .,..,, . X, 2 • 
18 . Des Francs , 1 . 2 . 
19 . no o~ , p . 90 . 
20 . ~o:cr , p . 96 . 
. 1 . ~ ' ,.,e , ·Tol . II, p . 278. 



.. en he ha . lre d~· been in tructed in spiritual ri tin ... , and 

· singing lm:J . i tl the rest of t. .e priest in t e c oir of' 

fell 
2 dend . ...,t • I eob"r-sinr.;crc 11 ••• ••••• ••••• •••• , he "'udaenl r 

du"' a recluse near Tour ' 
ir.. is . outh' ·as ~ent t the nroper 

ti e to .... chool .i th the ot 1er bo ·s . '!'here e co ittod to memory 

so 1e of the salms, and though un. i th that he s to be a 

priest, ns alre dy innocently prep~rin~ for the service of the 

23 
Lord" . 

The venerable deacon Vulfil' · c from 1hom Gr r:· obt ined 

source m terial about the 11e~t1en · orshi) round Troves , i"'-

closed also a bit of infor111 tion bout r:·s 0 no UC t ·on, .h ch 

seem::: to have been little more than the abilit to re nd rite . 

II 10n I older e S:.' s , I lonc., · to le" ~n 1 tt r .... but I 
re ' ' 

s anle to rite before I kne the order of the rittcn letters . 

Bishop icetius of J, ons took c re tl t 11 bo "' born in 

hi" ouse oul be t ught their letters nd in tructe he 

~ ... alrr,s ~ soon, s the beg n to t 1 i lt r ponsi l for 

25 
t eir moral tr inin- . The arch de con ohn of ver 

religious m~n, h d a fervent esire to te ch t ch ldren in 

d . 26 B . h t ~ hen a n o n iocese . is op roc~us o n, r tire· fro 

the Jorld , bu:lt an or tor hich he con.ecr ted ith relics of 

St . .!nrtin, nnd there began to · nstruct bo s in t ur·ui t of 

27 
letters . This priest had 

22 . De Gloria rt ., .XXVI . 

23 . 
24 . ,...,.. 

Vit(;ce Patr , ~u . 1 . 
H. F . VIII, ro.J . 

n int restin- e rl 

Vi tee Patrum, ·III, 2 . 
De Glori' "l't. , LXXVIII . n 
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t n e rs old he : s ~ont to herd the s eep , ·1e h · s ore for -

tun te brother nton a e"'tir ed for the pur ui t of letters . 

T ou h not of r.oble farn.il , the brothers ere f e - born. On a 

certain . i day the rn t to brea · bre to ther , one co in 

fr~ school nd tie otler fro the c re of h'.., f ther's flock; 
II 

and .nton· said to hi brot er : Go farther off , ou rustic fel -

la.; for it is our or to feed sheep, nd m· ne to be tr ined 

in letter . ence the ta~k it elf ennoble e , ·1 t e rud-

or of that atchc re m ,·es ou base . ut hen t e other he rd 

tat , r g rdin~ the rebuke ao if "'Ont to hi b· God , he left the 

s .eo in tl e field, nd ith e er i pulse in l .. ccd h 

"OU t out the school of tlc bo .. nd h vi l rned i l t-

ters, ho rn st re h ~ever · o es en~i l for bo so uic ·1 

thrOUBh the a"d of hi.., m or·, t 
28 

in no lod e n ent Uu s . 

t h i brot or 

i int 111 nee co n d hi 

t 

to one of t c in 's f vorit .. 0 c ref 11· tr n d 

unt · he fin 11 entered u o n ccle tic l c re r . o du-

c t · on ho cv r c n elo 1t r r C l Of 

re t rice , t ... in orth trivi ~ for , so et n- ic d 

its po .., S"Or .ith uperiorit o er t o e 0 c od it . 

ne 0 .oul beco e pri st nuot h v t l t ho il·-

t to re d na rite . I oun unt.., n fro hurin i plo 

b• Du e Si v ld ... ric b con ci nee n e~ir to be 

28 . Vit .... e tr I . 
' 

l. 



pr i est . Having no one to dvise hl , he began .hllo et o. la.m n, 

rise from hi" bed once or t ·1ice e ch nie;ht £Ind thus pro trate up-

on the ground, he poured forth prnucr to God . et he did not 

Imo. w at to sa, because e r1r"' ignorant of letter" . But s ein 

in the chapel the letters upon im ee of tle apostles and other 

saints , he imitated them on b~rk . nu since prie 0 t~ and ~bbot 

;ere in fr equent as"ociPtion . ith is m~st r , he ~ked one o the 

, oungcr non, side , the n mes of the letters and so began to un-

derstand t:em . But b· the hcip of God he both re~d and rote 
29 

before he l ne ~ the succe si on of let tern . 11 He occupied an ab ot ' s 

throne before his death . 

Thus t e churcl r:i.d taken over .hat educ ti.on still rcr.1 in-

30 od , rn th se ho oul have more th"n the merest ru "inent 

must see· her aid . I.er influence ho ever ... ,. exert t 

31 'The ' 
pagan literature . . s Gre or· s r isdo 0 · 10 0 

~ 
, 

of God . II 
32 

Amp re st tcs bri fl h" ... t e in'""truc-
is t ~e enem 

ti on ~ivcn in mon"rtic chools inclu e . T e h d to cop· n n-

uscripts an· ch nt t o service~ , ~o u~t kno ho to c .rite 

1-
nd ... . n . .., intir. rchitecture c me to clo ~ t~ t n 

~o . The; had to kno '""O ethihg of m tics an "'ctronorr. n 

order to determine the time of moveable fe st , !l"'ter . In 

the four t h century the must nee ~ kno ~o ethin of nt· uit 

to co b t p g ni m. In the sixth centur t c · ere rri 

agains t phi l osopher" and stoics , so t 
33 

philos ophJ i n order tor futc t.co . 

29 . 
30 . 
31. 
32 . 
33 . 

Vit·e Patr , . 
Roger, p . l~O . 
See oger , Ch· pter iV ., l . 
S . ·t . I, r· f ti . 
J. ~i:·~, • 1 01 . I 



rc::;or ides as to tle st"nd rd~ for prie"tl duties nre 

recorded in one of the book" on the miracles of ~t . rtin . 0 -

ing to Gre~or~ ' s on illness, he as .ed one oft c prie ts to 

celebr te m "But .hen that pr ' est uttered the sacred .ords 

so~c h~t uncouthl , man· of our people bee;an to l"U:71 at hi , 

s" ing; It ;ere better to be silent , t an to spea so rudely.' 

But the ol o in~ ni 1t I sa a n in vision spea rin to me; 

' Concerning the rn ste ics of God th re must be no d.isryut"ti n . I 

I c .... 11 Go. to i tne"'s th·t I hav not inve1 ted this , but that I 

he rd the vcr· ords hi ch I have made kno.n to rou . Thoref re, 

beloved , 1et no one presume to c"'ll in question an thine; per -

tnining to this rst r , because .ith the m ·e t o God fr nk-

ne"~ undefiled avails more than the subt ot.ie~ of ·10 ... 0 her 

In t1is ca c the u ience per to h·ve been more critic l th n 

the bishop him 0 elf . 

An e· ~min tion of Grecor · ~co cnts on v rious men o 

held the episco al office · is ti e or little e rlier h 

so e .hat cnlightenin • In 591 a certain ri tr der , u. bi 

b· offering he v· bribes s electe of Pari • ·e re-

o·e t e entire 'col' of is pr cce ~or , n fille t e 
35 

biohop ' s .10use ith men of 0 r cc. Tl e notorious rri-

or bi~hops S· a ·us of rnbrun and ~ ittariu~ of p , t OU h 

trained by Tic tius of L ons as 0 oon the bee me b ' s op 

enterc upon a rec less career of cr·me . The s lzod propert , 

com ittPd urder nd adulter· attac :od the bi~hop of St . ~ul­

Trois-C ~t aux at his o n t able 1~th s ords and arro s, nd ere 

34 . 

35 . H. 

~ ..... t ., II , l. 
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fin 11 removed from office . The ~p e 0 lc to t e pope o re,..tor 

ed th They then induleed in great r crimes , nd even fought, 

irt ith Drms like la men , in the b ttlc~ ag inst the Lango-

barus , killin m'"'ny 1ith their 01n hands . 36 Cautinus of uver ne 

h~ already been mentioned as bein utterl· ic .ed and absolute -

ly .ithout intellectual cultu~ , ether cc lesi tic..,l or ::::ecu-

3 
lar . Greeor devote,.. ~pecial attention to the bishops of Tour~ ~ 

38 Licinius , ninth in or er fro St . rtin, hel the see in the 

time of Clovis . He , for love of God ent to tho rient, Vi"'-

ite he hol places . He even reache Jerusalem nd often looked 

upon the place,.. of the passion and resurrection of tle Lord , of 
39 

hich e re d in the Evangels . Bi shops Theodor ~nd Proculus40 

wer e appointed at the command of Queen Clotild t eir country-

·oman, bec~usc thev lad been riven out of Jurgun The 1 ven-

41 th bishop of Tours , also a Bur~undian, 11 ·e ·se o ed hi ppoint-
42 

rnent to the ueen. T e t elfth as a enator o uver ne an 

very rich. He built or enlarged t o c urches 

Leo 43held the office six mo tl ~ , He s bui 

constructed to.er. vercd 1th gold Qo of 

st nding, Gregor s (591?) . rn·urio us 44 

it 

or 

c 

Tours, of r ther ordina.r 

ch rch builder . B udinu 

p rent but .r -born. 
45 

~ve much to the poor 

36 . H. F . V. 21 . 
37 ~F!V . 12 . See Chapter I. llic vOCiet . p . 

38 . H. F . . 31 , 9 . 
39 . . F. II , 39 . 
40 . H. F • x. 31 , 10 . 
41 . H. Ji • x, 31, 11. 
42 . H. F. x, ""l , 12 . 
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45a 4 
ted the men~a canonicoru . ,unth""riu ter becomin bishop , g ve 

a· to conviviel habits hich prove his ruin . Groeor 's predec s -

,..or ufronius4 .. "' of sen""tori..,1 famil· . In his ti. e Tours s 

visited b· a terrible r · rc .hich burned all the c urches . H re -

built or restore several of these . 

It seems orth of note that in this epito e o the c r cter 

and achi evements of his epi3copal forerunners , re or· makes not 

the sli test allucion to t eir education or intellectu 1 abillt • 

Can it be that thene men ho ere at the he rt w it re of the 

church in aul , . ere · nf r· or in this re pect , or o c Gre or• con-

~ider it a~ a m~tter of too little · rnport c to be ntionc . e 

· of bis1ops of other c·ti ho .ere 1 n co in 

Scriptures, n' ot ers in letter"' . Thun u ' nti nu 4gf uver ne 

cons · dercd ver ell ve sed ·n ol · rit . Ur n · U"' 

so ell tr ined in eccl Si nt · cal it n th t h coul r t 

from memor the f ferent genealo ies .ritten n t books of the 

Old Te..,te. ent , "a t in- ich L, i ered , r·· diffic lt b n . 
This m n 6 v r· 

" 
u t in hi ~u en ts n def en t 0 0 

his church fro the h n s of evil ud "' 
II 

s men ell tr ined in lotter re or ntion nc tor 
50 51 

~n;Tc , icetius of L on ho n tur Grceor of 

c re in 1 tter , nd the other icctiu o 
52 o ~,., brou .t 

up b .. ver · c re ul p rents n instructe in letters . Sulni iu. 

53 bishop of Bourgcs as a vcr noble a "n b~lon0e to one 0 t e 

45a . The co on t ble t ic 11 cle ic co ect ith c urch 
dinea . 

46 . . F • x. 31 , l / . 51 . v·t c P tr , VIII . 
47 . L. F . x. 31 , 18 . 52 . Vit c P tru II. 
48 . Vit" atrum , IV . 53 . II. F. ·rr , 39 . 
49 . H. F . v 43 . 
50 . Vit"e Patrum, VII. 



foremo~t sen· torial families in G. 1 . He u· s 1ell trained in 

rhetoric ~nd in tl c art of ver~c he · s aecond to none . Another 
54 

le<rncd and traveled bis' op w,,s :artin of Braca 1ho visited the 

Orient '"'nd Vl:J.'"' so imbued .:i th letters that ie s con~idered se -

cond to none of his contcr.lpor riGG . 

It is strange tl"t ~egory , althou h he describe~· ith ten-

d s1mpath· tee rl., life of his uncle and ten her llu~ 55 
' 

tells noting of his education. He hS the oldest son of a noble 

sen torial f mil: , nd from his outh ·as devoted to God , re-

cei vin tl e tonsure .1hi le quite oun ~ . I e possesse a voice of 

angelic s1eetness .. ich led "ing T codoric tot ke him into i~ 

• pal ce and cherish him as hi'"' o n son . s b "shop of Auverene, 

he saved his people from the pl gue b interce~sion it God , and 

after his death miracles 1ere rou 7 ht at his tomb . ~he life of 

his other fatherly in~tructor vitu~ of uver ne is not included 

~mong Gregor ' s nano rap s of the fathers . 

There are t .o men of this period , .ho in addition to Gre or 

hi self co. e under the class of strictl lite ~r non; Ferreoius 

Bi~hop of zes , ~nd ortun tus o thou h n It lian educ ted ~t 

Ravenna ~s a note ortl fi ure in t c l:tcr r circles of the 

da• . Of Ferreolus . 5 gor' merel· s~·s: He "n of e t 

holines~ 0 nd died full of i~do n 'no ledge . e rote so e 

volume~ of le t ter= in th ~ty -e of i on us . 

Fortun"tu~ s .arc ith e or· t .e d · stinction of ortra·· -

ing conte orar l "fe in Gaul , but h .as poet nnd not a his-

tori le de~cribes a small c · rcle of poets and literar en, 

and i" loud in his praise of their talent., n acco pli ... hr ents . 57 

54 . I. . T:l . 
g, 

tru. , VI . 

56 . H. F . VI , 7 . 

5 • 100 . 



man tlem c n nos clix bishop of 'antes , ith 1 om Gre~or 

h d the violent quarrel over the possesr-ion of a cert ch 

propert ·, rhich B v Tt to a vi lent corrcspon ence bet een 
58 the t !O . .ost of the otl er::: nc.. med by 1 im ·re but slightl kno m 

to histor..r , nnd e cannot pl cc 1 uch confi ence in the glo .ing 

and so. c1 at fulso e prai:e of Fortun tus ·hen .ere ember that 

he as a court poet , ependent on the p·tron e of the e J • 

Tl us he asserts that in Ch ri ert spo{e the tin 1 n U"ge 
59 

better t an the omans themselves and ra e"' 0 t hi 11 the 
0 

kno1le e of C ilperic nd ·s taste for letter"" . e s all sec 

later· at the ,ore candi Greear t ou[;! t of C il er e's lite -

ar · or s . 

ile at the court of .:.>i~ibert ho spirea to be cons · der-

ed a patron of letter , ortun tus rote an epith~l mi m on the 
61 

marri ge of that prince ·th ru il a ; e al..,o co o.,.ed a lon 

poem on the sad i 0 tor· of ucen G 1 intha , on of th m n· 

s " of Chilperic . w Gregor 10 ever ntion non of 
v · cti 

..,ecul r or .., , but c· lls ir "the prie t Fortun tu rn· fello 

3 ref to t c liv .,. of v r OU "" nt 
nerV nt, I nd r"' hie e 

ntionin im .it ir t• 6 e "1-on . 
65 

ludes to t les of mir cl rel te llO b t t 11 n oet 

hi t . t• 6 
and uote fro. 0 on tc n 1U"' . 

5J3. . v. 5 . 
59 . Ro e ' 

p . 102 . or tu tuG , Cor . 
' 

2 , 97 . 

60 . pore , . ol. II , p . 322 . 

61 . 
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62 . pp . 28 . 

3 . Greeorius , . . rt . I 13 . 

C1 . II .pi "to la e irtut· U3 r rtin· See ..;i . bove 
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p 

Fortunntu~' influence n s doubtless exerted onl over " 

vor·· small r· n c , · nd probably h:.id vcr. little effect on the 

g neral culture of tl e ar,e . The mo t interestin thing nbout 

him i" his friendship 'ith adc5unda . In her bio raph .hich 

he \rote he sa ... s : "T is maiden among other acco pli cnt'"' 

bich ere suit·ble for hers x , 
G1 

as le rned in letters~ For-

tunatus after his fitful c~reer at several courts , became a 

priest and spent the rest of his life at oitiers near R do-
68 

cunda . 

The queen- abbess , e 1 .a~ s a pictures ue f i ·ure , appears 
I 

and disappears, thro ghout re or· s c rcnicle . e devotes 
69 

lon c pter in the book on the Glor of the rt r~ to an 

ccount of her funeral h · c he attended . e s s nothin 

about her e uc"'tion or acco plishments , 'but record a len-

ot ter on rnon~stic affair~ hich R e nd rot to t e 

bi~hons .ith her o n h nd, nd . ich ~ e de~ired to 
10 

ve pre -

served in the archives o t. c churc •. 

Passine to the orld l·in be.,ond the confines of c urc 

"nd on star e fin· in Grecor onl f e c ttered refer-

onces to the state of educ tion ong the ln "t · . Let us 

turn to the picture of tho ife of tius , bi op of re-

-or ' s omc to n Cl ~ ont. he s h v · n bu lt outs! ·c t e 

6 . Fortun tus , Vit de undi s , p . 38 . Ro er . 102 . 

GS . m.ere Vol . II . p . 318 . 
69 . De lor: Conf SS . c I . 

0 . . . I' . L . 42 . 
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city, ... church, n desire to ve it ornc it seen s fro 

the lives of the s int"' . II .:>he 1eld D. bool on her l p , and r ad 

the r cord"' of b gone times , thu indicated to the p · nters 

1nt ought to be repre ented upon t e alls . 
I '11 

ciou fi""ure 

of a noble do. c, o undo ~tood t s c re d "nd coul i rt 

er inf or ~ tio to ot er"' . 

Of Celsu ... , t ic p trici n Grc ory sa ..., : 11 e 

.ord~ , uic t rep rt e , nd illc in t' e 1 

conf" denti· 1 dviser of · ne; T eodo ert, "The 
73 

nd t orou 1 tr ine in rhetoric . 

a bo "'tful in 
2 . 

nd of the t .o 

ere bot. is 

ere embe s of the ro 1 lin ivcn more li er 1 e c tion 

than their ubject ? Gre or · off rs v r li t inform tio on 

the ub'ect , e 0 t at Gun ov ld , t e un c no 1 ed on of 

Lot air I , as born in ul , brou t up it d · 11 nt c re 
,4 

instructed in letters . I c d ells ore on t e re ten-

sion" of n C il ... eric . This ro l t rnnt held unortho o o in-

ions on the Trini t n trie unsucc s full r to 0 t on t 

cler e rot li tle tre ti 
75 

on t ub' ct n de ired t e 

to follo its tc c n s ~uch to th in i n io1 of th bi o 

'This e kin rot other boo n ver 

76 
liua; but tho"'e l ttl 

soever . e l o d tt r to o 

s th Gr e n ·e it , e, t uu ic 

l . 
72 . 
73 . 
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76 . 
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6.)lf/ Z A charact.~ : nd he sent a notice to all the ci iea of his dam 
" 

that boys should. be tau ht the , nd t c. t boo rn ri t to .. in e"rl ·er ,., 
' 

tirres should be s moothed off ith pumice and ·1ritten ane 11
• This 

seen:s to have been due merel to self-conceit and not done ith the 
'?8 

idea o te~ching children tor cd Greek but to i pose arbitrarily 

upon tho lPngu~~e an invention o' his on. 

Once more Gregory takes up the v ·ed subject of Chilpcric ' s 

litcrar. attainments in li~ finals etch of the ing's life and 

deeds , and disp "es of it as follo.s: 11 nd he cor po ed t.o oo s, 
79 

~s if e had c refull studied ~cduliu , but these retched verne-

lets '"'re so a th t they cannot wt nd on the r feet; and because 

he did not :no. ho , he put harts llrblc here lo on " r' ould 

h"ve been, and lon ones for short oner; he rote ot or l·ttlc 

arks and h mnc nd m sses be~ide~, hie could b no me n~ be re-
80 . ceived . 11 This is Gregory ' s final critici m on tle feeble ttc. pts 

of the solo Fran s. ing . o tried to .re t liternry f me 

Thus at t e representative m n of letters · n i. o 

to tell u of the educatio n intellectual culture of th t er 

c n be brOU"" lt it i t co p s of ver f e p ~es . To re d 

rite , to fie;ure , to be ell ve "Cd in the ..JCri tur .s, nd per ps 

the f vor d f e --to h vc read n f e lines of ir il 
--o.s concern::-

and studied "' l · ttle rhetoric s ore t n enou for t. c rn n 

of th t da for f ter all , the orld dr" ing near its 
If I 

, en 

and at more doc D. m n need th"'n t t ic m ec- for the sal-

vntion of his soul? 

80 • •. . F . VI. 46 . 
81 . . I• . I . Pro lo ue . 77 . . F . V. 4o. 

78 . Ro er , p . 92 . 
79 . Seduliuw .n; ~ tin C ri"ti"n 

Hnrper ' s ~tin Dict:onar . 
e 1' the fifth centur 
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