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In various OEN articles, I have discussed the late Robert Moore’s theory of the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche, each of which is accompanied by two “shadow” forms of the archetype. All sixteen “shadow” are addictive – and addictions (think of alcoholism workaholism, sex addiction, drug addiction, and the like) are problems. Moreover, all sixteen ”shadow” forms of the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche can cause us to experience a psychotic break. When a psychotic break occurs, it involves forces in the unconscious overpowering the person’s ego-consciousness.
All sixteen “shadow” forms of the eight archetypes of maturity are involved in inflation and grandiosity
In certain other OEN articles, I have discussed my mental breakdown and hospitalization in late February 1974. I was hospitalized for about a week to ten days in late February into early March 1974. (I turned 30 years old on March 17, 1974 – after I had gotten out of the hospital.) See, for example, my OEN article “I Am a Hypomanic Personality Type Person” (dated May 26, 2025; viewed 688 times as of July 13, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/I-Am-a-Hypomanic-Personali-Life-Calling_Life-Events_Lifestyle_Toronto-250522-971.html
As a hypomanic personality type person, I see myself as a high energy person. I interpret my being a high energy person to mean that I am accessing the optimal and positive form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in my psyche.
Now, one of the sixteen “shadow” forms of the eight archetypes of maturity in my psyche was involved in my mental breakdown in late February 1974. Ah, but which “shadow” form was involved in my mental breakdown in late February 1974? I interpret my mental breakdown in late February 1974 as involving what Robert Moore refers to as The Detach Manipulator “shadow” form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in my psyche.
Now, I now interpret my high energy writing as three significant essays in late December 1973 into early January 1974 -- all three of which were eventually published as involving what Robert Moore refers to as The Detached Manipulator “Shadow” form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in my psyche.
The three essays that I wrote in late December 1973 into early January 1974 were published as the following three articles:
(1) “Open Admissions, Orality, and Literacy” in the Journal of youth and Adolescence, volume 3 (1974): pp. 247-260);
(2) “Reading in the Community College” in the NCTE journal College English, volume 37 (1975-1976): pp. 40-46.
(3) “IQ and Standard English” in the NCTE journal College Composition and Communication, volume 34 (1983): pp. 470-484
Yes, I now interpret my mental breakdown in the February 1974 as involving what Robert Moore refers to as The Detached Manipulator “shadow” form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in my psyche as my psyche’s way of signaling me (my ego-consciousness) that the time had come for me to learn to accessing the optimal and positive form of the masculine Magician/Shaman archetype of maturity in my psyche. 
Now, the late Jungian psychotherapist and psychological theorist Robert Moore (1942-2016; Ph.D. in psychology and religion, University of Chicago, 1975) of the Chicago Theological Seminary is best known for the series of five accessible books that he co-authored with Douglas Gillete in the early 1990s:
(1) King, Warrior, Magician, Lover: Rediscovering the Archetypes of the Mature Masculine (HarperSanFrancisco/ HarperCollins, 1990);
(2) The King Within: Accessing the King [Archetype] in the Male Psyche (William Morrow, 1991);
(3) The Warrior Within: Accessing the Knight [Archetype in the Male Psyche (William Morrow, 1992);
(4) The Magician Within: Accessing the Shaman [Archetype] in the Male Psyche (William Morrow, 1993a);
(5) The Lover Within: Accessing the Lover [Archetype] in the Male Psyche (William Morrow, 1993b).
But also see the revised and expanded 2007 second edition of The King Within: Accessing the King [Archetype] in the Male Psyche (Exploration Press; original edition, 1991).
Now, I have written about Robert Moore’s theory of the archetypes of maturity in the human psyche in several of my OEN articles. See, for example, the following two OEN articles: (1) “Robert Moore and Douglas Gillette on Boy Psychology” (dated September 8, 2024; viewed 1,242 times as of July 13, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Robert-Moore-and-Douglas-G-Health-Psychology-Mental-Health_Jungian-Psychology_Psychology-240908-898.html
(2) “Robert Moore on Optimal Human Psychological Development” (dated September 17, 2024; viewed 1,291 times as of July 13, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Robert-Moore-on-Optimal-Hu-Catholic_Catholic-Church_Catholicism-Vatican-Pope_Christian-Religion-240917-255.html
In it, I first set forth my criticisms of the individual and personal moral vision of the Roman Catholic Church for human development.
Subsequently, I first articulated my criticisms of the tragic anti-body heritage of Christianity in my wide-ranging and, at times, deeply personal 28,800-word OEN article “Fareed Zakaria and Ezra Klein on President Trump’s Foreign Policy” (dated March 24, 2025; viewed 1,909 times as of July 14, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Fareed-Zakaria-and-Ezra-Kl-Donald-Trump_Ezra-Klein_Fareed-Zakaria_Foreign-Policy-250324-712.html
In my wide-ranging and, at times, deeply personal 28,800-word OEN article dated March 24, 2025, I mention the charming pornstar Mandy Flores by name 250 times as I sing my praises of her body. I would now also praise her for her body-positivity and her sex-positivity in her many delightful mom-son porn videos that are available free on the internet. Actually, I would also commend the body-positivity and sex-positivity of many of the exhibitionist women who perform in various heterosexual porn videos that are available free on the internet.
I have constructed a positive Jungian interpretation of mom-son porn videos that are available free on the internet in my OEN article “On Interpreting the Ubiquitous Mom-Son Porn on the Internet” (dated December 19, 2024; viewed 1,430 times as of July 14, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/On-Interpreting-the-Ubiqui-Carl-Jung_Internet_Internet_Pornography-241219-838.html
Because the materials in Robert Moore’s 2003 book Facing the Dragon were originally composed in the 1980s, Robert Moore makes no statement about the ubiquitous mom-son porn that is now available free on the internet. Even so, Robert Moore provocatively says that he has advanced the idea that “masturbation is prayer” (p. 94). Subsequently in Robert Moore’s 2003 book, he says, in response to an audience question about prayer, “Prayer is anything that enables you to disidentify with the God king or queen and yet remain connected to their life-giving energies. So if you hear me say, for example, that sexuality is prayer, that is what I mean, because if you are in true harmony with your body, you will not mistake yourself for the Godhead. You know you are a creature” (p. 192). 
But also see my subsequent OEN article “Thomas J. Farrell’s Encore on the Tragic Anit-Body Heritage of Christianity” (dated April 29, 2025; viewed 1,389 times as of July 14, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Thomas-J-Farrell-s-Encore-Christianity_Donald-Trump_Donald-Trump_Ezra-Klein-250429-302.html
In any event, the body and the anti-body heritage of Christianity involve the masculine and the feminine Lover archetypes in the human psyche. To combat and counteract the tragic anti-body heritage of Christianity in their psyches, individuals today need to cultivate both body-positivity and sex-positivity.
Now, after Robert Moore had gained national fame in the 1990s, Max J. Havlick, Jr. of World Community Enterprises, took it upon himself to edit three compilations of Robert Moore’s materials from the 1980s:
(1) The Archetype of Initiation: Sacred Space, Ritual Process, and Personal Transformation: Lectures and Essays by Robert L. Moore (Xlibris Corporation, 2001);
(2) The Magician and the Analyst: The Archetype of the Magus in Occult Spirituality and Jungian Analysis (Xlibris Corporation, 2002);
(3) Facing the Dragon: Confronting Personal and Spiritual Grandiosity (Chiron Publications, 2003).
 Now, in the present OEN article, I want to focus here on Robert Moore’s grim but accessible 2003 book Facing the Dragon: Confronting Personal and Spiritual Grandiosity. Yes, “the Dragon” is a vivid image for “Grandiosity.” Yes, I say here that Robert Moore’s 2003 book is grim because of the number of social and global problems that he refers to and that he sees as caused by various human beings who are suffering from one grandiose “shadow” form of another of the sixteen “shadow” forms of the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche. The number of personal, social, and global problems that he mentions in his 2003 book is daunting, to say the least. But the solution that Robert Moore envisions for the various personal, social, and global problems that he mentions is for people to learn how to access the eight optimal and positive forms of the archetypes of maturity in the human psyche – which solution Robert Moore wrote about in the five accessible books that he co-authored with Douglas Gillette in the early 1990s. But that solution is a mighty tall order!
Now, the most efficient way for me to provide you with an overview of Robert Moore’s 2003 book Facing the Dragon is to tell you its contents:
Half-Title page (p. i).
Title page (p. iii).
Copyright page (p. iv).
Dedication page (p. v).
“Contents” page (p. vii).
“Preface” (pp. ix-xxiii).
Chapter 1: “The Lucifer Complex and the Enemy Within: Psychological Reflections on Human Evil” (pp. 1-14).
Chapter 2: “The Archetype of Spiritual Warfare” (pp. 15-43).
Chapter 3: “Regulating Dragon energies: The Challenge of Conscious Ritualization” (pp. 45-59).
Chapter 4: “Modern Secularism Fuels Pathological Narcissism” (pp. 61-77).
Chapter 5: “Discerning and Facing Your Own Grandiosity” (pp. 79-105).
Chapter 6: “Decoding the Diamond Body: Archetypal Structures Provide a Framework for Analysis” (pp. 107-121).
Chapter 7: “The Combat Myth and the Archetypal Enemy” (pp. 123-141).
Chapter 8: “How Modern Spiritual Narcissism Leads to Destructive Tribalism” (pp. 143-163).
Chapter 9: “The Psychological sources of Religious Conflict” (pp. 165-179).
Chapter 10: “Resources for Facing the Dragon” (pp. 181-198).
Chapter 11: “Dragon Laws: Insights for Confronting Grandiosity” (pp. 199-217).
Chapter 12: “Beyond the Lucifer Complex: Befriending the Dragon” (pp. 219-225).
“Appendix: Diagrams” (pp. 227-233).
“Bibliography” (pp. 235-244)
“Index” (pp. 245-248).
”About the Author” (p. 249).
Now, in the Anglo-Saxon epic Beowulf, Beowulf battles the dragon. Because Robert Moore uses the image of the dragon in his 2003 book Facing the Dragon, he discusses Beowulf (pp. 13-14, 130, 163, and 221-222). For a perceptive discussion of the Anglo-Saxon epic Beowulf, see Maurice B. McNamee’s Chapter six: “Beowulf, A Christian Hero” in his 1960 book Honor and the Epic Hero: A Study of the Shifting Concept of Magnanimity in Philosophy and Epic Poetry (Holt, Rinehart and Winston, pp. 86-117).
Robert Moore also briefly discusses the Homeric epic The Odyssey as an example of the theme of homeland (p. 196).
Now, what Robert Moore refers to as “Modern” in the titles of chapters 4 and 8 is the equivalent to what the American Jesuit Walter J. Ong of Saint Louis University, and others, refer to as the print culture that emerged in our Western cultural history after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in the mid-1450s in Europe. 
What Robert Moore refers to as pre-modern cultures is the equivalent of what Ong refers to as primary oral cultures and residual forms of primary oral cultures.
Ong famously differentiates our contemporary secondary oral culture (brought to us by the communications media that accentuates sound – such as television, telephone, radio, movies and DVDs and videos on the internet that have soundtracks, podcasts, and the like) from primary oral cultures and residual forms of primary oral cultures. But Robert Moore says nothing explicitly about what Ong refers to as our contemporary secondary oral cultures.
In the title of Robert Moore’s Chapter 6: “Decoding the Diamond Body: Jungian Archetypal Structures Provide a Framework for Analysis,” his use of the term “the Diamond Body” is similar to his use of the same words “Decoding the Diamond Body” in the titles of two essays: (1) the title of his essay “”Decoding the Diamond Body: The Structure of the Deep Masculine and the Forms of Libido” in the book The Fires of Desire: Erotic Energies and the Spiritual Quest, edited by Frederica R. Halligan and John J. Shea (Crossroad Publishing,1992, pp. 111-125). and (2) the title of his essay “Decoding the Diamond Body: The Structure of the Self and the Transcendent Function” in the book The Transcendent Function: Individual and Collective Aspects: Proceedings of the Twelfth International Congress for Analytic Psychology Chicago, edited by Mary Ann Mattoon (Daimon Verlag, 1993, pp. 233-241).  For Robert Moore, “the Diamond Body” is octahedral, containing the eight archetypes of maturity in the human psyche.
Now, in Robert Moore’s 2003 book Facing the Dragon, he discusses the axis mundi in Chapter 4: “Modern Secularism Fuels Psychological Narcissism” (pp. 64-67), in Chapter 5: “Discerning and Facing Your Own Grandiosity” (p. 84), and in Chapter 6: “Decoding the Diamond Body: Archetypal Structures Provide a Framework for Analysis” (p. 111).
In addition, in Robert Moore’s 2003 book Facing the Dragon, he discusses Mircea Eliade extensively (pp. xii, 57, 60, 62, 64-67, 75, 90, 98, 108, 111, 139-140, 196, 212, and 237). Mircea Eliade (1907-1986) is the distinguished author of the book The Myth of the Eternal Return, translated from the French by Willard R. Trask (Pantheon Books, 1954; original French edition, 1949), in which he discusses the axis mundi (pp. 12-13) and chaos (pp. 9, 15, 57, 62, 66, 68-69, 71, and 88) and the transformation of chaos into cosmos (pp. 10-11, 18, 54, 56, 61).
Because President Donald Trump glories in chaos, he is an agent of chaos – which is to say that he has not discovered the axis mundi and transformed chaos into cosmos.
In one of the most thought-provoking passages in Robert Moore’s 2003 book Facing the Dragon, he says the following that could be considered to be about President Donald Trump regarding the king and the warrior archetypes of maturity in his psyche: “If you are inflated with the king or queen (connected to them in an immature way), you want others to bless and care for you. If you are inflated with the warrior, if it moves you want to fight with it and make war on it, because a warrior always has to have an enemy.  If you are inflated with the magus, if it moves you want to understand it and interpret it. You don’t necessarily want to do anything about it. You just want to understand it and penetrate its secrets. If you are inflated with the Lover, if it moves you want to lick it or put it in your mouth some other way. Babies manifest this. That is the body talking. That is embodiment. That is Freud’s ‘polymorphous perversity,’ but there is nothing particularly perverse about it. It is just the lover manifesting. It is the sacramental human. For the lover is part of the psyche, everything gleams with beauty and luminosity. It is the sensation function. That is why so many intuitive personality types have the sensation function in the shadow. They act out in the realm of love and sexuality because it is so numinous for them. The part of the divine [archetypal] Self is in their shadow. They don’t assume they know all about it, so when it appears, it truly seems to them like a manifestation of the sacred. That is why the inflated lover can get into so much trouble, acting out and into addiction. . . . Addictions are disorders of the lover quadrant, because it is all very sacramental. You cannot get enough of whatever it is – food, alcohol, cocaine, sex, or you name it” (pp. 116-117). Robert Moore is here describing the Addicted Lover “shadow” form of both the masculine and the feminine Lover archetypes of maturity in the human psyche. As far as I know, Robert Moore does not describe the Impotent Lover “shadow” form of the masculine and the feminine Lover archetypes of maturity in such detail anywhere else. However, I assume that a person who is locked into the Impotent Lover “shadow” form of the masculine or the feminine Lover archetype of maturity could be inflated with the Impotent Lover “shadow” form of it. 
Now, on the Dedication page of Robert Moore’s 2003 book Facing the Dragon, we read, “To the memory of J. R. R. Tolkien for his intuitive understanding of the dynamics underlying the horrors of the human past” (p. v).
In the text of Robert Moore’s 2003 book Facing the Dragon discusses Tolkien’s famous fantasy novel The Lord of the Rings (pp. ix, xi, 48, and 217).
I have written about J. R. R. Tolkien in the following two OEN articles: (1) “About J. R. R. Tolkien’s Fantasy Novel, The Lord of the Rings” (dated February 15, 2025; viewed 1,119 times as of July 13, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/About-J-R-R-Tolkien-s-F-Carl-Jung_Fantasy_Fantasy_Images-Photos-250215-872.html
(2) “Thomas J. Farrel’s Encore About J. R. R. Tolkien” (dated February 22, 2025; viewed 723 times as of July, 13, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Thomas-J-Farrell-s-Encore-Fantasy_Fantasy_Lord-Of-The-Rings_Novel-250222-984.html
Now, in Robert Moore’s “Preface” in his 2003 book Facing the Dragon, he says the following: Chapters 1 and 12 present my current assessment of these issues as a continuing psychological and spiritual challenge. Chapters 2 through 8 and 10 come from lectures and discussions held at the C. G. Jung Institute of Chicago. The edited text of these chapters retain some instances where audience members enriched the discussion by interjecting comments, raising questions, or asking for clarification. Chapter 9 comes from a paper presented at a symposium on “Jealousy, Envy, and Hatred Among World Religions. Chapter 11, ‘Dragon Laws,’ was specially written for confronting personal, social, and spiritual grandiosity. The chapter notes and bibliography include some updated references that have appeared in the intervening years” (p. xiii).
Now, occasionally Robert Moore briefly reveals certain autobiographical information about himself (see pp. xiv-xv, 46, 109, 110, 115, 133, and 140).
Because I was in the Jesuits (1979-1987), I was happy to see Robert Moore refer to St. Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556), the founder of the Jesuit order (known formally as the Society of Jjesus) in Chapter 10: “Resources for Facing the Dragon” in his 2003 book Facing the Dragon (p.182): “These practices [of prater] included the spiritual exercises of Ignatius [Loyola]and a lot of other forms of dialogue with Christ, with Mary, and with the various saints>” In the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola, he regularly instructs the person making a retreat following the Spiritual Exercises the instruction to end the meditation of the day with a dialogue with the person in the biblical passage that the person making the retreat had been meditating on. The instruction meant that the person making the retreat was to construct both sides of the dialogue.
 Unfortunately, Ignaius Loyola did not make it into the “Index” in Robert Moore’s 2003 book Facing the Dragon.
Now, in Robert Moore’s Chapter 5: “Discerning and Facing Your Own Grandiosity” in his 2003 book Facing the Dragon, he says, among other things, “You can take that energy that is coming toward you and, through your prayer, pass it on. ‘Here,’ you say, ‘this is really yours, Lord. Take it. It belongs to you’” (p. 95).
There is a famous prayer in the Spiritual Exercises of the Spanish Renaissance mystic St. Ignatius Loyola known as the “Suscipe” that begins with the words, “Take, Lord.” Here is George Ganss’ translation of the “Suscipe” prayer in standardized numbered section 234 of The Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius: A Translation and Commentary (Institute of Jesuit Sources, 1992, p. 95): “Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, understanding, and all my will – all that I have and possess. You, Lord, all that to me. I now give it back to you, O Lord, All of it is yours. Dispose of it according to your will. Give me love of yourself along with your grace, for that is enough for me”
Now, in Robert Moore’s Chapter 2: “The Archetype of Spiritual Warfare” and in Chapter 7: “The Combat Myth and the Archetypal Enemy,” he does not mention the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. So, I want to point our here that the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola contains the famous meditation on Two Standards: Of Christ and of Lucifer” in the standardized numbered sections 136-148 – that’s what Robert moore refers to as “The Combat Myth” (Chapter 2) involving “Spiritual Warfare” (Chapter 7).
Ong has studied the psychodynamics what he refers to as contest (agonistic) behavior such as the contest (agonistic psychodynamic expressed in the expressions “Spiritual Warfare” (in Robert Moore’s Chapter  2 and “Spiritual Warfare” in Robert Moore’s Chapter 7) in his 1981 book Fighting for Life: Contest, Sexuality, and Consciousness (Cornell University Press), the published version of Ong’s 1979 Messenger Lectures at Cornell University.
Taking hints from Ong about male agonistic (contesting) behavior, I published the article “The Female and Male Modes of Rhetoric” in the NCTE journal College English, volume 40 (1978-1979): pp. 909-921.
In addition, I published the essay “Faulkner and Male Agonism” in the book Time, Memory, and the Verbal Arts: Essays on the Thought of Walter Ong, edited by Dennis L. Weeks and Jane Hoogestraat (Susquehanna University Press; Associated University Presses, 1998, pp. 203-221).
In conclusion, Robert Moore thoroughly discusses grandiosity in his perceptive 2003 book Facing the Dragon: Confronting Personal and Spiritual Grandiosity. We owe Robert Moore our special thanks for articulating so perceptively the various ways in which grandiosity is manifested in our lives. But we also owe a special thanks to editor Max J. Havlick, Jr., of New World Community Enterprises for pulling together and editing these materials into a coherent perceptive book.
