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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 

CLASS OF 2008 

Program of Mortuary Science 

Academic Health Center 

3:00P.M. 

Friday, May 16, 2008 

Theater 

Coffman Memorial Union 

Minneapolis Campus 



CANDIDATES FOR THE 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE 

Major: Mortuary Science 

Alex G. Bahrke 
Oconto Falls, WI 

Amanda J. Bechtel 
Minneapolis, MN 

Ashlee M. Bodvig 
Linton, NO 

James B. Boulger 
Fargo, NO 

Robin J. Butter 
St. Cloud, MN 

Tonya J. Carlson 
Granada, MN 

Cheryl K. Derynck 
Mankato, MN 

Lisa A. Flaten 
Fargo, ND 

Shane F. Fors 
Coon Rapids, MN 

Erika S. Fulgem 
Lake Elmo, MN 

Charles H. Goodman 
Milwaukee, WI 

Mara A. Hanson 
Rochester, MN 

Kacie E. Harms 
Norwood,MN 

Mandy J. Held 
Langdon, NO 

Nicole M. Henke 
Beulah, NO 

Ashley M. Hoff 
St. Charles, MN 

Asta K. Knoll 
St. Paul, MN 

Kevin A. Leistico 
Elk River, MN 

Michael D. Lindsley 
Green Bay, WI 

Ashley M. Newton 
Cottage Grove, MN 

Brandon M. Olson 
NewHope,MN 

Krysta E. Potter 
Redwood Falls, MN 

Jonah R. Rees 
Madison, WI 

Brittney J. Rhoades 
Sioux Falls, SO 

Timothy D. Rinden 
Pine City, MN 

John D. Samson 
Cavalier, ND 

George M. Schermerhorn 
Bagley, MN 

Tonya D. Schwartz 
LeSueur, MN 

Kelly J. Serfling 
St. Louis Park, MN 

Jill M. Sisterman 
Rothschild, WI 

Sarah E. Smook 
Luverne, MN 

Lacey A. Towe 
Hastings, MN 

Christina M. Vasseur 
Elk River, MN 

Jeffrey M. Waltz 
Minneapolis, MN 

Joshua I. Wilczyk 
St. Paul, MN 



COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 
Order of Events 

Prelude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Timothy Short 
David Mertesdorf 

Processional 

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael P. LuBrant 
Director, Program of' Mortuary Science 

Speaking for the Medical School .................... Charles F. Moldow, M.D. 
Vice Dean, Research and Operations 

Medical School Administration 

Speaking for the Faculty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Angela M. McArthur 
Instructor. Program of' Mortuary Science 

Speaking for the Class of 2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles H. Goodman 

Charge to the Class of2008 ............................ Kenneth B. Peterson 
Alumnus- Class oj'l976 

President, Minnesota Funeral Directors Assn. 

Conferring of the Degrees ....................... Honorable David M. Larson 

Presentation of A wards 

Assistant Professor Michael C. Mathews 
Program Director Michael P. LuBrant 

Vice Dean Charles F. Moldow 

Robert C. Slater Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jane Slater-Draheim 
MFDA Past Presidents' Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kenneth Peterson 
MFDA Award of Merit ................................ Kenneth Peterson 

We Welcome Our Newest Alumni ................... Stephanie L. Christensen 
lnst111ctor and Alumni Coordinator 

Program of' Mortuary Science 

Concluding Remarks .................................. Michael P. LuBrant 

Recessional 
Class of 2008 
Faculty and Participants 



Commencement Speaker 

Kenneth Peterson was recently elected as the 2008-2009 President of the Minnesota Funeral 
Directors Association. Ken has served MFDA in many different capacities over the years, and is 
looking forward to his second term as President, having served as MFDA President in 1993-1994. 

Ken was raised in the funeral business. At age ten (4'h grade), he started working for his 
father by greeting people at the door, washing cars, and working funerals in general. He attended 
Winona State University, graduating with a B.S. in Art Education in 1974. He then attended the 
University of Minnesota, and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in 
Mortuary Science in 1976. While a student at the University of Minnesota, Ken worked for 
Johnson Williams Funeral Car Livery, which gave him the opportunity to meet many funeral 
directors in the metro area. After graduation, Ken worked with his father in St. Paul and White 
Bear Lake, MN. Before his father died, he sold the White Bear Lake facility to Ken. 

Ken is a member of the U of M Mortuary Science Alumni Society Board, and is also an 
active member of the Mortuary Science Centennial Planning Committee, which holds monthly 
meetings in preparation for the Mortuary Science Centennial Celebration on November 1, 2008. 

Ken is married to Sue, and has three daughters Jessica, Amy, and Kristy, and a grandson 
Caleb. 

Note of Special Information 

Immediately following the ceremony, a reception will be held in the Theater Annex. 

Faculty and Administrative Staff 

Stephanie L. Christensen, B.S., M.B.A. 
Jody L. LaCourt, B.S. 
David A. Lee, A.M.S., B.S. 
Michael P. LuBrant, A.A.S., B.A., M.A. 
Michael C. Mathews, A.M.S., B.S., M.A. 
Angela M. McArthur, B.S. 
Douglas B. Meslow, B.A., J.D. 
Jenny Meslow, B.A. 
Kathleen S. Nolan 
Gloria Roach-Thomas, B.S., M.E., M.Div. 
David B. Swarthout, B.A., M.A., Psy.D. 

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request. Please contact Kathy Nolan in 
the Program of Mortuary Science at 612.624.6464. 


