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The tomato is one of the most popular of all our garden vegetables. Plant 

breeders have developed new varieties and hybrids with larger, more uniform fruits 

with improved quality. But often the gardener has difficulty in getting the par-

ticular varieties or hybrid tomato plants he wants from the garden store or green-

house, so he is forced to grow his own indoors. 
iH{* 

To assure good germination and a good stand of plant indoors, it's desirable 

to sterilize the soil by heating it to a temperature of 1800 F. for an hour or 

longer. A sufficient amount of soil for a few flats can be sterilized in an 

ordinary kitchen oven. 

After the soil is cool, sow the seed in shallow furrows 2 inches apart and 

~ to !-inch deep, at a rate of 8 to 10 seeds per inch. Cover the seeds with 

vermiculite, fine sand or dried sphagrrum moss that has been rubbed through a fine 

screen. Start seeds indoors about 6 weeks before planting them in the garden. 

***' 
Seedlings are ready to transplant When the third leaf (the first true leaf) 

appears. They may be transplanted to 3-inch peat pots or to 2-inch plant bands. 

*** 
Tomato seedlings should be grown at a day temperature of 70 to 75°F. and a 

night temperature of 600 F. As the time approaches for transplanting to the gar-

den, lower the temperature gradually until the plants are growing without any 

artificial heat or protection. *** 
Try these hybrids for a long season of good quality tomatoes for fresh use 

and for canning: Hybrid EE, Moreton hybrid, Big Boy hybrid. One of the earliest 
tomatoes is Fireball. This variety can either be started indoors or seeded di­
rectly into the garden in early May. ### 

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE AND 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE COOPERATING, SKULl RUTFORD, DIRECTOR. PUBLISHED IN FURTHERANCE OF AGRICULTURAL EXEN. 

SION ACTS OF MAY B AND JUNE 3D, 1914. 


