
 Minutes of the Budget Policy Committee October 6,
2003
Approved 11/10/03

 

Campus Assembly Budget Committee

Monday, October 6, 2003
3:00-3:50 pm – Regents Room
 
Present:   Mary Allen, Robert Appleton, Lynn Bye, Greg Fox, Chase Franzen, Josh Jacobsen, Lori Johnson, Pat
Keenan, Richard Lindeke, Zhuangyi Liu, Dave Mohrman, Raymond Raab, Robert Repinski, Harry Zabrocki
Excused:   Gordon Levine, Jerry Lin
Absent:   Tom Bacig, Bruce Gildseth, Edmond Lundstrom
 

1.    Introductions

  Members introduced themselves and a committee membership list was distributed.

 

2.    Elections of Chair, Vice Chair

Greg Fox was re-elected Chair and Edmond Lundstrom was elected Vice-Chair, both by unanimous consent.
 

3.    Approval of May 5, 2003 Meeting Minutes

The minutes were approved as provided.
 
4.    Tuition Reciprocity
Members were provided with the summary from the Office of the Legislative Auditor report entitled “Higher
Education Tuition Reciprocity.” Members were advised that the full report was available at
http://www.auditor.leg.state.mn.us/Ped/2003/pe0308.htm .
 
Greg noted that the report indicated that reciprocity was generally good for students and that Minnesota benefits
by the number of students that stay or return to Minnesota post-graduation. But that the Minnesota-Wisconsin
reciprocity arrangement, due to the significant disparity in what students from each state pay, is not universally
perceived as fair. (Minnesota students at UMD pay approximately $1800 more to attend UMD than the
Wisconsin residents.) The options provided by the Legislative Auditor were:
 
a.)   Expand the 25% fee, currently paid to the Twin Cities campus by its Wisconsin students, to the other
University of Minnesota campuses.

http://www.auditor.leg.state.mn.us/Ped/2003/pe0308.htm


b.)   Have Wisconsin students pay the same as Minnesota students when attending in Minnesota. It was noted
that this would result in the State of Minnesota paying $4.5 million to Wisconsin per year.
 
The Legislative audit report has a recommendation encouraging the adoption of the first option, and it has a high
probability of being implemented next fall.
 
 
 
5.    Other Issues
Budget: Richard Pfutzenreuter, Associate Vice President for Budget & Finance reported that the Department of
Finance provides a picture that is not rosy, but not bleak either. More information will be available after the late
November forecast. The possibility exists of additional retrenchment if lots of state agencies request
supplemental appropriations.
 
Capital Request: Greg advised members that there are three UMD items on the capital request: the $12 million
Rec. Sports expansion ($8 million from the Legislature, $4 million from student assessment), $2.5 million in
planning dollars for the Labovitz School of Business and Economics, and $12-14 million for renovation of the
Life Science Building (where parts of Biological Sciences and the Pharmacy program will eventually reside).
 
Labor Agreements: Members were updated on the status of current labor negotiations.
 
Future Items: Greg asked for member input on future items they would like to discuss. Parking issues and size of
faculty over the past 5 years were offered as items to review.
The next Budget Committee meeting will be Monday, November 3, 2003, from 3-4:30 p.m., in the Regents
Room.
 
Respectfully submitted,
Joan Erickson
 
 
Handouts:   Agenda, membership list, summary of the Legislative Auditor's report “Higher Education Tuition
Reciprocity.” (Mailed to absent/excused members on 10/10/03.) Draft May 2003 minutes were provided on
10/02/03 as an e-mail attachment.
 
  To Wendy Larrivy and Webmaster 11/11/03.


