
F'or relenae -<On receipt UMD News Service 
April 20, 1959 

DULUTH--Beautiful as it is brutnl, the Antarctic rrnkes any thinking 

person more concerned with life nnd crention than ever before, the Rev. Fr. 

Demiel Linehan, Boston, M1ss., scientist, told UMD groups Friday (April 17). 

Director of Weston observC1. tory and cha.irrrnn of the depc;.rtment of 

geophysics nt Boston college, Fnti1er Lineha n is n veteran of three 

International Qeophysic.::i.l Year expeditions · to the Ant.::i.rctic, 

110ne of the most dr.::i.rr.ntic observations I have nnde is in the cmnged 

thinking of men who h.::i.ve come under the si;:911 of th.::i.t great c..nd weird 

land,• • he noted. 

Besides finding nnswers to some of the more immcdi.::i.te concerns of 

II1'.J.D in his reln.tionship with nature, the visitor to the Antarctic is more 

likely to seek answers to the eternnl questions also. 

He addressed a public convoc.J.tion in Science a uditorium. His Duluth 

tnlk wns one of 40 he is rrnking on his current 36-d.:i.y lecture tour in the 

U. Sand C.J.nn.da under auspices of the Arnerican Associntion of Petroleum 

Geologists. 

Among projects in which he assisted wns the extensive study of M'.l. rble 

point, whose four-inch average nnnu.'.ll snowfall and ice-free l .::i.nd rrny be a 

feasible site for a 10,000-foot airstrip. 

11Becnuse it is near se.::i. l evel and because the cold he.'.lvy air rrnkes 

possible shorter ln.ndings .'.lnd t.'.lkeoff s, such ;:i.n 2.irstr$ll 11.outi be 2rotitgµly 

equivalent to .::i. 14,000-foot nirsuip in norrrnl clinnte, 11 he s.'.lid. 
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Incred~ble contr~sts in wenthor conditions nnde working in the 

Antarctic nt once hnzardous nnd onjoynble. 

11Becnuse the nir is so dry, it is nctu.'.J.lly dc..ngerously deceptive on 

o.. windless dny to work out in the open. One crew member would watch the 

other for white spots because there would be little discomfort to W.'.l.rn of 

frostbite, 11 he noted. 

Sometimes the we.1ther would pormt wc.JJdng from the base to work sites 

10 to 15 miles awny. 

11The biggest problem then would bo to keep ourselves in shoes. The 

jo.gged rocks would chew up our shoes on the c'..Ver.J.ge of one JXtir every 11 d::i.ys. 11 

Their we.:i.ther experience mnged from "the hottest 11 day of 35 below 

in one spot to ;1the coldest ••' d.'.l.y of 15 above, depending on the Ant.J. rctic 

c..reo.. visited. 

From windless days they would go into blizzJ.rd weo..ther with wind 

velocities of nearly 200 miles per hour. Antnrctic illusion would sometimes 

hide an appro.:i.ching 90-knot blizzard until it was less thnn five minutes D.wny~ 

Studies indicated the Antnrctic ico cnp is as de 6p ns 15,000 fe et 

at certain points. Age studies ::i.nguo from 3,000 to 50,000 years of age. 

Snh'.lra dust and some of the soot from tho 1883 eruption of Krnkatos ne.1 r 

Swmtm rove been found in borings hundreds of feet into the ice. 

FD.ther Lineh.'.l.n so.id he cannot subscribe to the theory tha t melting 

po~r icecnps could inundnte the o.'.l. rth. 

"True, :i five-degree vari:J.tion i n tempomturo could be obtained by 

some mjor moteorologicnl phenomen.:1, like oce::i.n current being diverted. But 

such a clunge would be gmdu.J.l, :ud the ol.:1stic eD.rth would adjust to tho 

chD.nging distribution of ice .::i.nd we.tor without .'.1 mjor co. tastrophe, he believes. 
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