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1CI’s Newest Center: The Research
Institute on Progress Monitoring

The 1997 amendments to the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA;
P.L. 105-17) focus on access of students
with disabilities to the general education
curriculum. Although redirecting the
focus of special education towards the
general education curriculum, the
amendments do not alter the cornerstone
of special education: the Individualized
Educational Program (IEP). Students with
disabilities are still guaranteed the right to
instructional programs designed to meet
their unique, individual needs.
~ The IDEA amendments therefore
present a formidable challenge for special
education: How does one develop an
“individualized” program in a “general”
education curriculum? This challenge is
made more complex by the lack of a clear
definition of “general education curricu-
lum” and by the diversity of students with
disabilities who access the general
education curriculum. One key to integrat-
ing these two seemingly competing goals
of IDEA is progress monitoring, which can
be used to evaluate the effects of an
Individualized Educational Program on
access to and progress in the general
education curriculum. '
Institute on Community Integration
researcher Teri Wallace and Educational
Psyc‘wlogy professor Christine Espin
recently received a $5 million, 5-year grant
from the U.S. Department of Education to
create the Research Institute on Progress
Monitoring. The research institute will
focus on the development of a seamless
and flexible system of progress monitoring
hat can be applied across students and

curricula. This system of progress moni-
toring will be used to evaluate the effects
of individualized instruction on access to
and progress in the general education
curriculum for students with disabilities
and will result in improved instructional
decision-making, which will in turn result
in more successful instructional programs
in general education for students with
disabilities.

The research conducted through the
Research Institute on Progress Monitoring
will involve Minnesota and Iowa students
of varying ages (3-21 years) and disability
levels (from students without disabilities
to students with mild, moderate, and
severe disabilities, including students who
are blind, deaf, hard of hearing, or who
have autism). Research will involve
varying curriculum areas (reading,
mathematics, written expression, and
science), topics (from the development of
measures to the use of those measures for
instructional evaluation), and languages
(development of measures in English and
Spanish). Finally, the institute’s research
will be coordinated with that of other
centers of the university and Institute on
Community Integration, namely the
National Center on Educational Outcomes
(NCEO), the Center for Early Education
and Development (CEED), and the
National Center on Secondary Education
and Transition (NCSET).

For more information about the
Research Institute on Progress Monitor-
ing, contact Teri Wallace, co-Principal
Investigator, at walla001@umn.edu or
612-626-7220.

Officers (CCSSO), held June 22-25in

San Antonio. In addition, NCEO staff

Martha Thurlow, Sandy Thompson,
Rachel Quenemoen, Chris John-
stone, Amanda Blount, Jane Minnema,
and Mike Anderson gave presentations
at the CCSSO conference itself.

* Jean Ness, Jennifer Huisken, Michele
Sterner, and Dennis Olson presented
at the Reclaiming Youth conference held
in Rapid City, South Dakota on June 28.

Dates to Remember...

o October 31: Halloween Potluck,
12-1 p.m., 118 Pattee Hall.



Bits & Pieces

Information from the Institute’s Web

From the Front Office

News from ICI's Administrative Staff

2003 ICI Kickoff a Success. Thanks to
the 2003 Kickoff Committee and Dave
Hancox for all their hard work to make
this year’s event another successful and
rewarding experience. Exactly 100 people
attended the Kickoff, a new record.

* CEHD 2003 Community Fund Drive.
The CEHD 2003 Community Fund Drive
is going on now! See the bulletin board
on the 1* floor of Pattee Hall or Beth in
room 107 for more info. The Drive ends
October 31.

* Open Enrollment for Health Ben-
efits. Open Enrollment for Health
Benefits will take place from October 16
to November 15. If you have questions
about Open Enrollment, contact Beth at
6-8042 or Amy at 4-6300.

* Attention P&A Staff and Faculty.
The deadline for the end-of-the-year
REPA (Report of External Professional
Activities, formerly the AREPA) form
for the 2002-03 reporting period (9/1/
02-8/31/03) is October 15. P&A staff

Miscellaneous

and faculty must complete these forms
by Oct. 15, even if they have no activities
or interests to report. Questions?
Contact Beth at 6-8042.

o Attention P&A Staff. P&A Academic
Vacation Records for last quarter (July-
Sept.) are now due. Please submit yours to
Beth in 107 Pattee if you haven't already.

¢ Certificate Reflection Groups. ICI.
GRAs and students enrolled or inter-
ested in the Certificate on Disability
Policy and Services are invited to attend
the upcoming Reflection Groups (part
of the certificate program):
- October 22, 12-1 p.m., 118 Pattee.
Presenter: Pat Salmi
Topic: “An Exploration of Critical
Factors for Accessibility and Wayfinding
for Adults with Mental Retardation”
- November 4, 4:30-5:30 p.m., 118 Pattee.
Presenter: Marijo McBride
Topic: Health Care Transition for Youth
with Disabilities

* ACT Annual Dinner/Meeting. Join
Advocating Change Together (ACT) as it
celebrates its 24™ year at its annual
dinner/meeting, Tuesday, October 21,
4:30-7:00 p.m. at the Griggs Midway
Building, 1821 University Ave. W. (2™
Floor), St. Paul.

* “Sweet Nothing in my Ear” at the
Mixed Blood Theater. On Thursday,
October 30 at 8 p.m., Mixed Blood
Theater will present “Sweet Nothing in
my Ear,” a gripping drama about a
family’s struggle with the cochlear
irr‘iplant issue. The play will be per-
formed by Deaf and hearing actors in
ASL and spoken English. Tickets are $19
(2 for $35) and are available from
Amber Martin, mart0380@umn.edu
(check and money order only). All ticket
sales will support Global Deaf Connec-
tion. The Mixed Blood Theater is
located at 1501 S. 4™ St., Minneapolis.

* 2003 TASH Conference. The 2003
TASH Conference, “Possibilities...”, will
be held December 10-13 at Hilton
Chicago and Towers. Keynote speakers
will include Greg Smith, Luanna H.
Meyer, Nicholas Dupree, Wanda .
Blanchett, and John Irvin. For more
info, visit http://www.tash.org/
2003conference/index.htm.

e Birthdays. Lucy Luu (10/16), Brian
Abery (10/17), Ross Moen (10/18),
Hilda Wiley (10/19), Megan Dushin
(10/22), Mary Mack (10/25), Bob
Doljanac (10/26), Jane Fields (10/26),
Jane Minnema (10/27), Ann Mavis
(11/4), Halee Vang (11/5), Matt Ziegler
(11/7), Michelle Trotter (11/7), Sue
McColley (11/8), Heather Campbell
(11/8), Jennifer Steffens (11/11), Jean
Ness (11/14). Did we miss your birth-
day? Let us know! Call 4-6300 or email
kuro0008@umn.edu.

Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512)

* New Publications. The Institute and
its National Center on Secondary
Education and Transition (NCSET) have
several new publications available:

- Fall 2003 Publications Catalog

- My Future My Plan: A Transition
Planning Resource for Life After High
School — For Students with Disabilities
and Their Families

- NCSET Research to Practice Brief: DO-
IT: Helping Students With Disabilities
Transition to College and Careers

- NCSET Issue Brief: Quality Work-Based
Learning and Postschool Employment
Success

- NCSET Parent Brief: Supplemental
Security Income (Part 3 of 3): Your Right to
Appeal

¢ New on the Web From NCSET.
Transcripts from two recent teleconfer-
ences hosted by the Institute’s National
Center on Secondary Fducation and
Transition are now available at http://
www.ncset. org/teleconferences/
transcripts:
- Applied Collaboration (June 24)
- Education, Disability, and Juvenile
Justice (May 28)

¢ Upcoming NCSET Teleconference.
The Institute’s National Center on
Secondary Education and Transition
(NCSET) invites you to participate in its
upcoming teleconference call: Bullying,
Teasing, Youth Violence, and Preven-
tion: Addressing the Needs of Youth
with Disabilities. October 24, 1-2 p.m. To
join the call, dial 703-925-2402 a couple of
minutes before 1 p.m., and refer to the
“NCSET Teleconference Call” if asked by
the operator. The only cost to you is the long
distance fee to the 703 area code. You do
not need to RSVP to participate in this call.

e FYIDeadline. Items for the next FYI
should be submitted to Chris in 109
Pattee or e-mailed to opsal001@umn.
edu by Wednesday, November 12.
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