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Minnesota Crookston Soccer Announces
Addition of Eight to NLI's
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CROOKSTON, Minn. – The University of Minnesota Crookston soccer program announced the signing of eight

student-athletes to National Letters of Intent. The eight signees are: Gabriella Flores (MF-F, 5-4, Quincy,

Wash./Wenatchee Valley College), Kiya Gere (D, 5-9, Vancouver, Wash./Seton Catholic College Prep), Tyler

Goodwin (MF, 5-1, Covina, Calif. /South Hills H.S.), Maggee Hodgdon (F-MF, 5-6, Newberg, Ore./Newberg H.S.),

Aria Kapsner (MF, 5-2, Little Falls, Minn./Little Falls H.S.), Alethea Kluge (GK, 5-11, Chisago City, Minn./Chisago

Lakes H.S.), Mataya Mierzejewski (D, 5-11, Woodbury, Minn./Woodbury H.S.), Taivy Saengdara (F, 5-2, St. Paul,

Minn./Woodbury H.S.), The eight players will open their soccer careers in the fall of 2018.

"First off, I want to thank our current roster," said Head Coach Joe Alianiello. "They have been instrumental in

helping us bring in a solid class with their honesty, work ethic and welcoming nature during our visit

weekends.  Our 2018 class is athletic, versatile and gives us a lot of depth and competition at almost every spot

on the field.  More importantly, they are great kids who believe in the value of a University of Minnesota degree

while being able to play in the best NCAA Division II conference in the nation.  They are ready to meet the

challenge of getting us back to where we were in 2014 and 2015 and I am looking forward to working with

them.  Go Golden Eagles!"

The class will add to a strong returning core for the Golden Eagles as they welcome back 16 players to the fold

for the 2018 season. Minnesota Crookston will boast a deeper roster for the 2018 season with 24 players slated

to come to camp. The Golden Eagles carried 23 players in 2017.

Minnesota Crookston is looking to improve upon a down year in 2017 as they went 0-14-3. The Golden Eagles

were very competitive in the last half of the season as they lost four games by one goal and earned three ties in

the final seven games.

The recruiting class continued Coach Alianiello's emphasis to get strong players from the state of Minnesota

with four in-state signees for 2018. In addition, Alianiello continued his recent pipeline to the Pacific Northwest

and West Coast with four student-athletes from the region. The Golden Eagles roster is slated to have nine

players from the state of Minnesota in 2018. In addition, Minnesota Crookston will have four players from

Washington, two from Alaska, two from Oregon, one from Idaho, one from Nevada, one from California, one

from Illinois, one from South Dakota, one from Wisconsin and one from Ontario.

The 2018 class also emphasized versatility with a number of players that can play a variety of roles. In addition,

they strengthened their back line and their central midfield with the signees. The Golden Eagles also added

depth and competition in goal as they added a third goalkeeper.

The student-athletes listed today as having signed National Letters of Intent or Offers of Admission to play at

University of Minnesota Crookston have been verified by the Minnesota Crookston Compliance Office once

they sign the National Letter of Intent or once the student-athlete has accepted an Offer of Admission from

Minnesota Crookston.
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Gabriella Flores/F-MF/5-4/Quincy, Wash./Wenatchee Valley College

Prior to UMC: Played in 18 games and started 13 as a sophomore for Wenatchee Valley College in Wenatchee,

Wash…Tallied three goals and three assists for nine points as a sophomore…Named MVP of her high school

team in 2015 and 2016…Earned Second Team All-CWAC honors as a senior…Former teammates at Wenatchee

Valley College with current Golden Eagle Aimee Silva.

Personal: Daughter of Silver and Velma Flores…Plans to major in Exercise Science…Born June 25, 1998…Dean's

List member and Fall-Scholar-Athlete for NWAC in 2017.

"I chose Minnesota Crookston because the staff are supportive and want you to succeed and the girls on the

team were very welcoming," Flores said. "I also really like the small campus feeling and the idea that I can build

a connection with my professors like I have at my community college."

"Gabby comes in and immediately increases our physicality and versatility," Alianiello said. "She is aggressive

and can play multiple positions which will allow us to be more flexible tactically."

Kiya Gere/D/5-9/Vancouver, Wash./Seton Catholic College Prep H.S.

Prior to UMC: Named All-1A Tri-Co League Player of the Year in 2017…Named Varsity MVP for Seton Catholic

College Prep in 2017…A First Team All-Tri-Co League pick on defense in 2016…Played club soccer for Pacific FC

(WA) 99 Reign.

Personal: Daughter of Monica and Scott Gere…Plans to major in Business Management…Born May 6, 2000…

Has a 4.2 cumulative weighted GPA…Also a competitive polo player and a track and field state competitor.

"I decided that playing collegiate soccer was my goal only a few months ago, and with such a late start to the

recruiting process and such a small budget, it seemed impossible," Gere said. "It was when Coach Alianiello

contacted me that all the stars aligned. I'm so excited for my future at Minnesota Crookston and with the

team."

"Kiya is an awesome kid," Alianiello said. "She really fit in well with the team on the visit and I believe her

athleticism will only allow her to grow and grow as player in the NSIC. She has a good size and quickness and
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will immediately come in and compete for a spot along the backline."

Tyler Goodwin/MF/5-1/Covina, Calif./South Hills H.S.

Prior to UMC: Named Academic All-Palomares League…Played club for CDA Slammers Huntington Beach

Elite…Went to school with softball signees Hannah and Leah Macias…Led team to an 18-3-2 mark last season…

Played in 44 games for South Hills High School over the last two seasons…Has tallied three assists in last two

seasons.

Personal: Daughter of Sandra Nanez and Christopher Goodwin…Undecided on a major…Born April 5, 2000.

"I chose the University of Minnesota Crookston for the opportunity to excel inside the classroom and on the

soccer field," Goodwin said. "Minnesota Crookston offers a beautiful state of the art campus and I was very

impressed with the Wellness Center. The university's technological integration approach and environmental

awareness also sparked my interest. The dorms were the best I've visited and felt welcomed during my tour. I

can't wait to be on campus and I'm excited to begin my college life as a Golden Eagle."

"I am really excited that Tyler is signing with us," Alianiello said. "She is a work horse in the middle and will add

some needed creativity in the midfield as well.  She plays for a great club soccer team and will be used to

training and playing in a competitive environment. I expect Tyler to compete for a role for our team right away."

Maggee Hodgdon/F-MF/5-6/Newberg, Ore./Newberg H.S.

Prior to UMC: Named Second Team All-Three Rivers League…Hodgdon was picked as the MVP of the Newberg

High School soccer team as a senior…She scored 88 percent of her team's goals during her senior season…Also

played basketball for Newberg High School…Played club soccer for the Westside Timbers.

Personal: Daughter of Leslie Murray and Don Hodgdon…Plans to major in aviation with a minor in ecology

restoration…Born Dec. 8, 1999…Had an unweighted GPA of 4.0…Is on track to be valedictorian..A member of the
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National Honor Society.

"I chose Minnesota Crookston because the school had everything I want in a school," Hodgdon said. "As I am

going into a rare major - aviation - I knew it would be a challenge finding a school where I could major in

aviation, play soccer, and minor in ecology restoration. To my disbelief when I visited Minnesota Crookston, I

discovered all my desires in a school. After a great experience with the team, I knew Minnesota Crookston was

right for me."

"Maggee is going to add some scoring punch to our attack next year," Alianiello said. "She is quick, possesses a

good mind for the game and really fit in well with the current group.   She is a top-notch student and a great

kid and I am really looking forward to working with her over the next four years."

Aria Kapsner/MF/5-2/Little Falls, Minn./Little Falls H.S.

Prior to UMC: An All-Granite Ridge Conference pick for Little Falls High School…A member of Honors Society…

Academic All-Conference pick for Little Falls High School…Named Best Offensive Player for the soccer team at

Little Falls High School.

Personal: Daughter of Kevin and Nancy Kapsner…Born Nov. 8, 1999…Plans to major in Natural Resources.

"Being the youngest of three kids, I accompanied my older brother and sister on numerous college visits,"

Kapsner said. "None of them felt like they could become a home to me some day. Then I stepped on to the

University of Minnesota Crookston campus. I am a country girl at heart, and I instantly felt like I belonged. I love

the small-town feel, and the natural resources program seemed right up my alley. I can't wait to create new

friendships on the soccer team and call Crookston my new home for the next four years."

"Aria is your quintessential diamond in the rough," Alianiello said. "She is a hardworker, has a great team-first

attitude and is a solid athlete.  She will give us pace and athleticism out wide.  Immediately upon meeting her

you got the sense of how awesome of a kid she is and that she is the perfect fit for our team and campus."  
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Alethea Kluge/GK/5-11/Chisago City, Minn./Chisago Lakes H.S.

Prior to UMC: Was named Team MVP for her soccer team at Chisago Lakes High School…Also named Team

MVP for her basketball team…Named All-Mississippi 8 Conference for soccer this season…Part of the student-

athlete leadership team at Chisago Lakes High School…Named All-Mississippi 8 Conference for basketball as a

sophomore and junior…An All-State Honorable Mention pick as a senior in soccer…Had 12 goals against and 132

saves as a senior…Posted a 0.71 goals against average and a .917 saves percentage as a senior.

Personal: Daughter of Jay Kluge and Cherie Kluge…Born Jan. 28, 2000.

"I chose Minnesota Crookston because I liked the campus and the dorms were very nice," Kluge said. "I also

love playing soccer and the team was very welcoming. Overall Minnesota Crookston was the best fit for me."

"Alethea is a great athlete had has a huge upside at the goalkeeper position," Alianiello said. "She has great size,

range and is very brave coming off her line. She is a solid shot-stopper and will get continue to get better.  I am

really looking forward to working with her and am excited to have her as Golden Eagle!  

Mataya Mierzejewski/D/5-11/Woodbury, Minn./Woodbury H.S.

Prior to UMC: Named All-SEC Conference Honorable Mention while competing for Woodbury High School in

2017…High school teammates with fellow signee Taivy Saengdara.

Personal: Daughter of Cary Mierzejewski and Schleen Archambeau…Born March 22, 2000…Father Cary

Mierzejewski played hockey for Iowa State University, a member of the American Collegiate Hockey

Association.

"I chose to attend the University of Minnesota Crookston because I believe the small campus and small class

sizes will be of great benefit for me academically," Mierzejewski said. "Also, I am very happy that I get to play on

a team close to home. It is comforting to be on a team surrounded by girls who grew up playing the same type

of Minnesota soccer as I did. It is exciting to get the chance to play on a team with other girls from various

states around the U.S. It will be a new experience for me to incorporate different values on the soccer field with

girls outside of Minnesota, something that I have never gotten the chance to do before."

"Mataya is a solid center back who is going to get better and better," Alianiello said. "She has size, athleticism

and a good brain for the game.  Having coached her before at camp, I really enjoyed her attitude, coach-

ability and work rate.  I look for her to immediately come in and compete for a role in the backline."
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Taivy Saengdara/F/5-2/St. Paul, Minn./Woodbury H.S.

Prior to UMC: Was a varsity letter winner for three seasons in soccer at Woodbury High School...She was

teammates of fellow signee Mataya Mierzejewski…Also played lacrosse and ran track…Has been a Champion of

the Hmong July 4th Freedom Celebration and Sports Festival for the last two years.

Personal: Daughter of Mai Lee Lagos and Kevin Lagos…Born Sept. 17, 1999…Father Kevin Lagos played soccer

and hockey at Mercyhurst University in Erie, Penn…Grandfather Buzz Lagos considered by many as Mr. Soccer

Minnesota…Buzz was the founder and co-owner/coach of the Minnesota Thunder, a former United Soccer

League (USL) team…Her uncle Manuel Lagos was a former Major League Soccer player and U.S. National Team

member…Manuel Lagos also is the former coach and Director of Soccer Operations for the Minnesota United…

Full name is Vanissa Taivy Saengdara.

"I am choosing University of Minnesota Crookston because of the academic opportunity," Saengdara said. "I am

looking forward to becoming a part of the proud tradition that is the Golden Eagles Women's Soccer program.

I think I have a lot that I can contribute to the team and the team and university will definitely contribute to my

academic and athletic success. #WingsUp."

"I had the opportunity to work with Taivy before at Midwest Elite Soccer Camp," Alianiello said. "She is dynamic,

clever on the ball, creative and versatile.  She can play out wide, in a more central attacking role or even up

top. More importantly, she is a great kid and is going to fit in very well with the team and university.  I look

forward to having the opportunity to coach her again."
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