
Social Concerns (SoCon)
February 26th, 2024
Minutes of the Meeting

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represent 
the views of, nor are they binding on the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents. 

[In these minutes: Welcome; Highlight on Community-University Healthcare Center; 
Subcommittee Updates and breakout session]

PRESENT: Aseem Kaul (chair), Nura Ali, Valerie Belair-Gagnon, Sunasir Dutta, 
VV Ganeshananthan, Janeth Guerra de Patino, Jessica L Gutknecht, Tarissa J Host, Sara 
Howard, Kristin Mahnke, Jason Meyer, Harper Miller, Char Psihos, Joanne E Richardson, Ann 
Marie Schott

1.​ Welcome and Call to Order

Aseem Kaul addressed the committee and said that if anyone on the committee knows of 
someone interested in serving on the committee, they should feel free to reach out and he will 
forward the names on for consideration. 

Highlight on Community-University Healthcare Center (CUHCC)- Janeth Guerra de Patino, 
chief operating officer, CUHCC gave a presentation highlighting the work that is done and the 
challenges they face at the clinic.

Guerra de Patino gave the following responses to questions she was asked by the committee: 
●​ The clinic currently has over 300 suboxone patients and we are very overwhelmed with 

these patients.
●​ Patients come with a whole list of things that are causing issues in their lives including 

language barriers, no jobs, lack of understanding of the system, and food insecurities.
●​ The clinic is learning how to incorporate community healthcare workers into our 

program. This is one of our goals at the clinic. 
●​ Dental, medical, and mental health are 3 things the facilities have to offer to get federal 

funding to help the community. 
●​ 45% of patients that come into the clinic speak other languages than English. 
●​ Clinic leadership is working with Capital Planning to ensure they can get a new building; 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s8fg_u_PEKZQcmBwQX8tUO4jH3Zu2rve/view?usp=sharing


this committee could help with that. Guerra de Patino stated she would continue to keep 
this committee up to date with what is going on at the clinic and if there is any action that 
could be taken by the committee to help.

2.​ Subcommittee Updates and Breakout Sessions
The subcommittees met and discussed what they would like to work on. They did not report back 
to the committee. They will share this at a future meeting.
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