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From the Chancellor  
 

Editor’s Note:  Chancellor Mary Holz-Clause has been traveling for the past week. She will 
have a column in the next edition of E-Update. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Featured Events & Activities 
 
Labor Day Holiday, Monday, September 3 – classes cancelled, campus offices closed 
 
Retirement Reception for Tom Feiro, Wednesday, September 5 – 2:30 to 4 p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant 
Student Center, open to the public 
 
Thursday Commons: Involvement Expo, Thursday, September 6 – Noon to 2 p.m., Outside South Entrance to 
Sargeant Student Center (rain site: Bede Ballroom) 
 
Retirement Event for Susan Dwyer, Thursday, September 6 – 3:30 to 4:40 p.m., 115 Kiehle Building 
 
Dine Around Town, Thursday, September 6 – 5 to 8 p.m., at Participating Businesses across the City of 
Crookston, all current students, faculty, and staff members are encouraged to take part 
 
RecFest: "Channel Your Flannel," Friday, September 7 – 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Wellness Center and Campus Mall 
 
Queen City Art Festival Featuring Second Annual Chalk It Up Event, Saturday, September 8 – 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Downtown Square, Crookston 
 
Home Opening Football: UMC Golden Eagles vs. St. Cloud State, Saturday, September 8 – 1 p.m., Ed Widseth 
Field 
 
Home Opening Women’s Volleball: UMC Golden Eagles vs. University of Minnesota Duluth, Saturday, 
September 8 – 4 p.m., Lysaker Gymnasium, UMC Sports Center 
 

http://www.umcrookston.edu/


Club President and Advisor Training Meeting, Tuesday, September 11 – 3:30 p.m., Bede Ballroom, Sargeant 
Student Center 
 
Farewell Reception for Andrew Svec, Tuesday, September 11 – 3:30 to 5 p.m., Prairie Room, Sargeant 
Student Center, open to the public 
 
Club President and Advisor Training Meeting (Repeat Session), Wednesday, September 12 – 3 p.m., Bede 
Ballroom, Sargeant Student Center 
 
UMC Jazz Band Performs at the Greenway Takeover Festival in Grand Forks, Thursday, September 13 – 6 
p.m., downtown Grand Forks, N.D. (2nd Ave. N. and North 3rd St., free and open to the public 
 
Retirement Reception for Barbara Keinath, Friday, September 11 – 3:30 to 5 p.m., Prairie Room, Sargeant 
Student Center, open to the public 
 

------------ 
For details on these and a comprehensive listing of other events or to discover what’s happening this week, visit UMC Today at 
www.crk.umn.edu/today, or review UMC’s news page at www.crk.umn.edu/news. 
Learn more about events across the entire University of Minnesota system via Brief, an online weekly internal news digest, at 
http://brief.umn.edu/. 
 
 
Student Stories 
 

A student work-study job in the greenhouse at the University of 
Minnesota Crookston helped lead to a major in Horticulture for Heidi 
Shol Reitmeier. “I didn’t know what I was going to major in, but my love 
for working in the greenhouse made me realize I wanted to work with 
plants,” she says. Attending college in her backyard was an easy choice, 
“It seemed like such a good place for me, and I liked the community 
connections.”  
Learn more at www.crk.umn.edu/news/senior-heidi-shol-reitmeier.  
 

 
Olivia Puttin, a member of the Golden Eagle Soccer Team and a junior 
from Rogers, Minn., tells a personal story about her life and her father, 
James Puttin, in the second edition of "The Golden Eagle Tribune," a 
new feature. Learn more at 
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/8/19/womens-soccer-the-
golden-eagle-tribune-blood-doesn-t-make-the-bond-a-fathers-love-
lights-the-way.aspx  

 
 
Faculty/Staff Arrivals and Departures 
 
Jordan Young (right) has been hired as an assistant soccer and assistant softball coach 
in the Athletics Department. She holds an M.S. in Biology from the University of 
Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls and a B.A. in Biology from Grinnell College in Iowa. Young 
was an NCAA Division III goalkeeper and assistant coach at Grinnell and has volunteered 
as a coach at Cedar Falls High School and for the Thief River Falls Soccer Association.  

http://www.crk.umn.edu/today
http://www.crk.umn.edu/news
http://brief.umn.edu/
http://www.crk.umn.edu/news/senior-heidi-shol-reitmeier
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/8/19/womens-soccer-the-golden-eagle-tribune-blood-doesn-t-make-the-bond-a-fathers-love-lights-the-way.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/8/19/womens-soccer-the-golden-eagle-tribune-blood-doesn-t-make-the-bond-a-fathers-love-lights-the-way.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/8/19/womens-soccer-the-golden-eagle-tribune-blood-doesn-t-make-the-bond-a-fathers-love-lights-the-way.aspx


Amber Edblom has been hired as a lab services coordinator for the Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Department. Edblom is a 2017 graduate of the University of Minnesota Crookston with a B.S. in Animal 
Science. She will be working with UMC’s programs in Animal Science and Equine Science. 
 
 
The campus community welcomes a number of new adjunct faculty members: 

• Sara Apostal, online, software engineering, Math, Science & Technology Department 
• Thomas Clement, online, management, Business Department 
• Matt Ellickson, online, manufacturing management, Business Department 
• Michelle Forness, online, composition, Liberal Arts & Education Department 
• Melissa Hayes, online, health management, Math, Science & Technology Department 
• Patti Heisler, online, marketing, Business Department 
• Sarah Kazmierczak, on-campus, agronomy, Agriculture & Natural Resources Department 
• Janna Knittel, online, writing, Liberal Arts & Education Department 
• James Leiman, online, economics, Business Department 
• Brandon Mills, online, communication, Liberal Arts & Education Department 
• Kenneth Newton, online, communication, Liberal Arts & Education Department 
• Christine Papineau, online, health management, Math, Science & Technology Department 
• Justin Stromme, online, health management, Math, Science & Technology Department 
• Nora Vernon, online, health management, Math, Science & Technology Department 

 
Faculty and staff are encouraged to mark their calendars for retirement/farewell receptions for the 
following staff members: 

Tom Feiro, Environmental Health and Safety - Retirement Reception on 
Wednesday, September 5, from 2:30 to 4 p.m. in Bede Ballroom 
 
 
 
Sue Dwyer, Development & Alumni Relations - "A Moment and a Morsel with Sue" 
on Thursday, September 6, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. in Kiehle 115 
 
 
 
Andrew Svec, University Relations - Farewell Reception on Tuesday, September 11, 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in the Prairie Room 
 
 
 
Barbara Keinath, Academic Affairs - Retirement Reception on September 14 from 
3:30 to 5 p.m. in the Prairie Room 
 
 
 

 
Other Staff Departures (with last day of employment): 

• Nataki Morris, Career Development Services (August 22) 
• Heidi Guggisberg-Coners, Liberal Art & Education (May 13) – note: Heidi Guggisberg-Coners will serve 

as an online adjunct teaching specialist in the area of communication 
 



Around Campus 
 
Administrative Affairs – 
 
SAFE-U is the University of Minnesota's emergency notification text messaging system. It uses the 
Everbridge platform and allows the University to communicate with students, staff, faculty, and visitors in 
emergency situations. The system is in use on all five campuses of the U of M, and messages are campus-
specific. Students, faculty, and staff are automatically registered to receive messages from the campus where 
you are primarily affiliated. Online students are exempted from the automatic registration, but may elect to 
receive these text messages. Contact update-safeu@umn.edu to add numbers or update your phone number. 
Tip: It is recommended to save 89361 and 87844 into your cell phone as a contact called “SAFE-U.” This way, 
when you receive an emergency text message from the U, “SAFE-U” will appear as the sender. Learn more at 
http://safe-u.umn.edu/safe-u.html.  
 
Faculty and staff interested in 
participating in this year's UMC 
Leadership Academy are encouraged 
to apply. This dynamic leadership 
development program is open to all 
staff and faculty. Following is a link to the program description and application materials.  Applications are 
due to Diane Christianson via email by Sunday, September 9, at 11:59 p.m. 
 

www.crk.umn.edu/units/academic-affairs  (Professional Development drop-down bar) 
 
Now in its second year, the UMC Leadership Academy is designed to create a culture of leadership by assisting 
faculty and staff in the development of leadership skills, capacity, and readiness, and by helping position them 
to move their programs, units, departments, and the campus forward (“leadership in place”). The program will 
span the academic year. The UMC Leadership Academy program is a result of the 2015 Employee Engagement 
Survey where UMC faculty and staff shared their interest for more professional development, leadership and 
engagement opportunities. This program is also an important part of the UMC Strategic Initiative. 
 
 
Academic Affairs – 
 
The new Center for Collaborative Research (CCR) opened on Tuesday, 
August 14, in 107 Sahlstrom Conference Center to an enthusiastic crowd 
of faculty and staff. The CCR is the first self-contained laboratory facility 
on the Crookston campus allowing work in analytical chemistry, 
microbiology, and molecular/cellular biology to be carried out from start 
to finish and supporting much-needed space vital to faculty research. 
Included in the lab’s equipment: 

• a biological safety cabinet suitable for working with level 2 
pathogens and for applications in cell culture and toxicology 

• a gas chromatograph - mass spectrometer 
• an ion chromatography (IC) instrument designed to separate, identify, and quantify charged particles 

(or ions) in water (or aqueous) samples 
• a rotary evaporator 
• a total organic carbon analyzer      (continued…) 
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The project was one of 13 funded across the University of Minnesota System through the 2017 Research 
Infrastructure Investment Program and will benefit scientists in the Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Department and the Math, Science & Technology Department at the U of M Crookston as well as the 
Northwest Research and Outreach Center (NWROC). Learn more at www.crk.umn.edu/news/center-
collaborative-research-0.  
 
 
Student Affairs –  
 

Students are encouraged to attend the Involvement Expo during the 
Thursday Commons period on Thursday, September 6, from Noon to 2 
p.m. The event will be held outside the south entrance of Sargeant 
Student Center (rain site: Bede Ballroom). Dozens of student clubs and 
organizations will have informational booths as well as a number of 
Crookston community partners. There will also be many free giveaways 
and free popcorn. 

 
RecFest: "Channel Your Flannel" will be held Friday, September 7 from 
6 to 8 p.m. in the Wellness Center and on the Campus Mall. Highlights 
will include laser tag, inflatable football throw, photo booth, archery, 
“Minute to Win-It” games, obstacle course, cricket, batting cage, ping 
pong, basketball, and many more. Students are encouraged to wear 
flannel. Students who do will get a free t-shirt, free swag, and free food 
(while supplies last). Come for the food, stay for the fun. 

 
 
The fall semester 2018 Residential Life community advisor (CA) team consists of the following 12 student 
“residential lifeguards”: 
 

• Summer Billings 
• Reanne Erickson 
• Tori Hill  
• Bruno Marques 
• Nicki Mazour 
• Jiwon "Peter" Park 
• Samantha Proctor 
• Ryan Ratcliff 
• Brent Reed 
• Caleb Rempel 
• Emmitt Stevens 
• Maddy Witt 

 
Additionally, Matthew Peterson and Jeff 
Knack serve as area coordinators and work 
directly with the CAs. Gary Willhite is the 
director of Residential Life & Security 
Services. For a full staff directory for 
Residential Life go to www.crk.umn.edu/units/residential-life. (click on “Department Faculty & Staff”) 
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The 2018-2019 Victims’ Rights Related to Sexual Harassment, Sexual Assault, 
Relationship Violence and Stalking brochures are available and have been 
distributed to all campus administrative offices. It is important that 
employees have access to the updated pamphlets as contact information has 
changed, in particular, the 24-hour crisis line. Just as a reminder, all University 
faculty and staff members are mandatory reporters of sexual misconduct 
involving students with the exception of Student Health and UMC Counseling. So if any employee becomes 
aware of a situation, they should contact their supervisor or Lisa Samuelson, Title IX coordinator, immediately 
to report the concern. If additional pamphlets are needed or if anyone would like more information on the 
University of Minnesota Crookston’s Sexual Misconduct Policy and/or Procedures, contact: 
 

• Lisa Samuelson, Title IX Coordinator 
• Stacey Grunewald, Chair of Sexual Misconduct Prevention Taskforce 

 
 
Admissions – 
 
U of M Crookston admissions staff members are scheduled to attend the following recruitment events in 
the next two weeks. If any faculty and staff members have information they wish to highlight regarding 
prospective students or are interested and able to assist in any way, they are encouraged to contact the Office 
of Admissions. 

• Tuesday, September 11 - Minnesota Education Fair, Mesabi Range College, Virginia, MN 
• Tuesday, September 11 - Minnesota Education Fair, Grand Rapids High School, Grand Rapids, MN 
• Wednesday, September 12 - Minnesota Education Fair, College of St. Scholastica, Duluth, MN 
• Wednesday, September 12 - Minnesota Education Fair, St. Francis High School, St. Francis, MN 

 
 

Business Affairs – 
 
The University of Minnesota System is transitioning from the current 
employee reimbursement forms and related process to Chrome River, a user 
friendly, efficient, streamlined online process. Chrome River will be used to 
prepare travel and expense reimbursements and reconcile travel card activity. 
Employees will now be required to process their own travel and expense 
reimbursements. The Chrome River Team from the Twin Cities campus will be on the Crookston campus on 
Thursday, September 13, for information and training sessions. More information about the Chrome River 
process and details about the training will be sent to employees via email. Dana Perreault will be the Chrome 
River navigator on the Crookston campus and will be available to assist employees who have questions. 
 
The University of Minnesota also will move to a new travel card program for employees traveling on 
University business. This new travel card will replace the current American Express travel card. The new card 
is a corporate travel card, paid by the University (not a personal credit card). The card is used to pay for an 
employee’s travel expenses including airfare, lodging, car rental, other ground transportation, and 
miscellaneous travel expenses. Meals are not allowed on the card. Instead, meal expenses will be reimbursed 
as per diem after the trip. This new card is intended for employees who travel, and it is strongly recommended 
for those who travel frequently (three or more trips a year) or who are likely to incur substantial travel costs. 
Purchases must comply with University travel and purchasing policies and any special requirements of 
sponsored projects. Questions about the new travel card should be directed to Tricia Sanders, director of 
finance, sand0803@umn.edu, 218-281-8326. 
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Facilities & Operations – 
 
The renovation of the second floor lobby of Brown Dining in Sahlstrom Conference Center is nearly 
completed. It involved filling in the open area to first floor that was in the middle of the lobby floor in order to 
improve traffic flow through the area and the addition of soft seating areas for gathering and waiting spaces.  
Some additional furniture will be added, by may take up to 12 weeks to arrive. 
 
 
Development & Alumni Relations – 
  
The annual UMC Teambackers membership drive is 
underway, and all are encouraged to join. An exciting new 
array of benefits will be available to members this year. Refer 
to the online version of the brochure to learn more:  
https://z.umn.edu/teambackers2018. All proceeds raised by 
Teambackers go to fund student-athlete scholarships at the University of Minnesota Crookston. Look for a 
membership brochure in the mail in the coming days, or for more information, contact Derek Martin, Kiehle 
115C, 218-281-8436, derekm@umn.edu.  
 
 
University Relations –  
 
To ensure consistency in representing the University of Minnesota Crookston while staff member develop 
individual and unit messages, U of M Crookston University Relations has compiled a set of guidelines for 
writing style, including campus-specific name information and a number of new U of M System style 
guidelines. Refer to www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-relations/writing-style-guide-publications-and-
advertising.  
 
 
Athletics – 
 
The University of Minnesota Crookston will host its home opening football game on Saturday, September 8, 
at 1 p.m. at Ed Widseth Field. The UMC Golden Eagles will face the St. Cloud State Huskies in an NSIC 
conference game. 
 
The U of M Crookston will host its home opening women’s volleyball match on Saturday, September 8, at 4 
p.m., in Lysaker Gymnasium, UMC Sports Center. The UMC Golden Eagles will face the University of 
Minnesota Duluth Bulldogs in an NSIC conference match. 
 
 
Accolades & Achievements  
 
Paul Holland, assistant professor, Agriculture & Natural Resources Department, recently 
earned his Ph.D. in Animal Breeding through Texas A&M University. This title of his Ph.D. 
dissertation is “Estimation of genetic parameters associated with ewe reproductive life and 
lamb mortality in northwestern United States sheep.” 
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The University of Minnesota Crookston has been named one of Money’s Best Colleges for 2018-19. UMC is 
ranked at number 190 among the list of the 727 best colleges in America. View Money’s full list of best 
colleges at www.time.com/money/best-colleges. Money analyzed more than 25 data points including 
graduation rates, tuition costs, family borrowing, and alumni earnings to rank its list of the country’s top 
values in higher education. The methodology is available at www.time.com/money/5362601/how-money-
ranks-best-colleges-2018. 
 
 

 
The University of Minnesota Crookston was recently announced as having not only one of the lowest 
average student debt figures in the entire state of Minnesota for the graduating Class of 2017, but also one 
of the lowest average student debt figures for all public institutions in the U.S. Specifically, University of 
Minnesota Crookston ranked #5 among public and private institutions of higher education in Minnesota in 
terms of having one of the lowest average student debt figures (refer to www.lendedu.com/blog/average-
student-loan-debt-statistics#MN). The U of M Crookston also ranked #184 among the “Public Top 200 Lowest 
Debt” public colleges and universities in the nation. These rankings were released as part of LendEDU’s third 
annual Student Loan Debt by School by State Report. Learn more at www.lendedu.com/blog/average-student-
loan-debt-statistics.  
 
 

The U of M Crookston’s online degree program in International Business has been named 
among the “Most Affordable Online International Business Degrees” for 2018 by College 

Choice, an online educational resource. UMC came in at number 4 on the list of colleges 
and universities across the U.S. View the full list at 
www.collegechoice.net/rankings/cheapest-online-international-business-degrees. 

 
 
 
Research, Publications, Presentations & Conferences 
 

Alvin Killough, Ph.D., associate professor, Liberal Arts & Education Department, co-
presented two workshops with Eryn Killough, M.Ed., instructor, Northwest Service 
Cooperative, titled “What’s in Your Script: Why Immigrants Often Avoid Talking to 
Americans” for the Literacy Action Network’s Adult Basic Education Summer Institute, 
held August 15-17, at the St. Cloud Civic Center in St. Cloud, Minn. The workshops were 
theory-driven with applications and advice, and included guided exercises on multiple 
levels, for both intellectual and applied strategy development. Learn more at 
http://literacyactionnetwork.org/summer-institute. 
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Over the summer two works by Dani Johannesen, Ph.D., assistant professor, Liberal Arts & 
Education Department, were published: 

• Johannesen, Dani.  "Ronnie."  Oakwood Literary Magazine (2018): 85-86.  Short 
fiction.  

• Johannesen, Dani.  "No Place Like Home: Magical Ruralism as Cultural Discourse."  
Penumbra: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Critical and Creative Inquiry (Summer 
2018): 126-140.  Scholarly article. 
 

 
An article by Rutherford Johnson, Ph.D., lecturer, Business Department, appears in the 
digital magazine Qrius, which publishes commentary and analysis on economics, business, 
policy, technology, and culture. The article, “Can we draw a link between space, Will Smith 
and the global economy?” was published August 18, 2018, and is available online at 
www.qrius.com/can-we-draw-a-link-between-space-will-smith-and-the-global-economy.  
 
Rutherford Johnson also serves as an expert in the “Ask the Experts” Q&A segment of a 
recent online piece about credit cards and international travel by WalletHub, an online 

personal finance resource. The article is available online at https://wallethub.com/credit-
cards/international/#expert=Rutherford_Cardinal_Johnson.  
 
 
Campus & Community 
 
University of Minnesota Crookston faculty and instructional staff members are invited to the annual 
Crookston Educators Luncheon, sponsored by the Crookston Chamber and Visitors Bureau, on Thursday, 
August 30, from 11 a.m.to 1 p.m. at Minakwa Golf Club in Crookston. The meal is free, and the event 
encourages networking with K-12 educators from the Crookston community. 
 
 

All current students, faculty, and staff members are encouraged to take part in 
Crookston’s “Dine Around Town” event on Thursday, September 6, from 5 to 8 
p.m. During that time, fourteen local businesses will offer free or discounted items 
and/or special options to customers who show a current UCard ID. Students who 
visit five of these businesses and get a passport stamped are eligible for a drawing 
to win either Beats Solo3 wireless headphones, a 32GB iPad with wi-fi access, or 
$300 at the UMC Bookstore.  Faculty and staff members who visit five businesses 
will also be eligible for a drawing. More information will be distributed via campus 
email prior to the event. Dine Around Town is sponsored by the Crookston 
Campus-Community Connection (C4), University Relations, Student Activities, the 
City of Crookston, and the Crookston Chamber and Visitors Bureau. 

 
 
Crookston’s Queen City Art Festival featuring Chalk It Up!  
will take place on Friday, September 7, from 4 to 8 p.m. and 
Saturday, September 8, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Crookston’s 
Downtown Square, 2nd Street and North Main Avenue. The 
event, free to all, will feature interactive art events, chalk art for 
all (Saturday), art vendors, food trucks, music, and more fun. It is 
sponsored by the Downtown Crookston Development Partnership. 
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The UMC Jazz Band will perform as part of the Greenway Takeover Festival on 
Thursday, September 13, at 6 p.m., downtown Grand Forks, N.D. (2nd Ave. N. 
and North 3rd St., directly behind the Toasted Frog restaurant). Members of the 
campus community are encouraged to wear their maroon and gold and attend 
this event in the spirit of UMC pride. The event is free and open to the public 
and will take place rain or shine. Photo ID is required for 21+ wristband. Learn 
more at www.greenwaytakeover.com.  
 

 
University of Minnesota System 
 

Regent Abdul Omari (left) will serve as chair of the U of M Presidential Search Advisory 
Committee, and according to an email sent on Monday, August 27, he is working closely 
with Board of Regents leadership to ensure “a thorough, thoughtful, and inclusive search 
process for the University of Minnesota’s 17th president.” In September, Regent Omari 
will be traveling throughout the U of M System with members of the Presidential Search 
Advisory Committee to hear from students, faculty, staff, alumni, and community 
members and ask about the qualities they think the next president should possess. These 
listening sessions are scheduled on all five campuses on the following dates: 

 
• Monday, September 17 – U of M Crookston 
• Tuesday, September 18 – U of M Morris 
• Wednesday, September 19 – U of M Twin Cities (West Bank and St. Paul locations)  
• Thursday, September 20 – U of M Duluth 
• Monday, September 24 – U of M Twin Cities (East Bank location)  
• Wednesday, September 26 – U of M Rochester 

 
Further details, including specific times and locations, will be announced soon. 
 
In addition to these listening sessions, suggestions about the search process and input regarding desired 
characteristics for the University’s next president are being sought via an online form, available at 
https://president-search.umn.edu/community-input.  
Learn more about the search at www.president-search.umn.edu.  
 
 
 
*********************  
Publication notes:  E-Update is published by the Office of University Relations at the University of Minnesota Crookston approximately twice each 
month except for May, June, July, and December, when it is published only once.  Issues are posted online at www.crk.umn.edu/units/university-
relations/campus-e-update. If you have any questions regarding the information in this news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu. The 
University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 
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