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DULUTH -=-- The mystery surrounding the source of the play "Everyman"
over the centuries has contributed to its appeal and recognition by many as the
outstanding morality play of our time.

It will be presented at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday (May 7-8) in UMD's
Tweed Gallery by an all-student cast with William Sonnenberg, Duluth, as Everyman.

Written in England about 1475 during the reign of Edward IV, "Everyman"
is believed to be a translation from the Dutch play "Elekerlyc" with both possibly
having a common source in a Latin work, "Homulus,"

The old ﬁuddhist parable of "Barlaam and Josephat" is believed to be
the original source of the play, in which a man ordered to appear before his king
applies for help from his three friends.

Further details for the play were borrowed from the Scottish version of
"Barlaam" in which Everyman's lasting friend was called Good Deeds. They became
the main characters in the English version.

The play is an allegory telling of Everyman's journey to death. Death
(Susan Quenemoen, Duluth) is sent by God (Anthony Auer, Silver Bay) to tell
Everyman to prepare himself,

After Death departs, Everyman appeals to his friends (Fellowship,
Kindred, Cousin and Goods). They desert him and Good Deeds (Sharon Torrison,
Duluth) introduces him to Knowledge (Carolee Sabin, East Grand Forks) who in turn
introduces him to Confession (Jerry Filiatrault, Duluth),

Then Everyman is advised to surrond himself with his most intimate
friends (Discretion, Strength, Five Wits and Beauty). But eventually all leave
him and only Good Deeds remains.

Cora Lee Aust, Eveleth, has been cast as Beauty and Gary Anderson, Grand
Rapids, as the Messenger and Doctor with Duluthians Susan LaFortune as Kindred and
Five Wits, Radyne Toback as Cousin and Discretion, Roger Semerau as Goods and

Strength and Diane Schmid as the Angel.
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