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DULUTH--Some 1,400 Duluth and area persons will stage the aighth
annual community Christmas Choral Pageant at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4
in the UMD Physical Education building.

Sponsors are the Duluth Pyblic Schools, music committee of the
Women's Institute, and the Matinee Musicale. There is no admission
charge.

Doors will open at 3 p.m. for the 2,800 expected to attend. A
string ensemble led by Lloyd Swartley, director of instrumental music
in the Duluth Public Schools, will play Christmas carols beginning at
3:50 p.m. A brass ensenble, harp, violin, organ, celesta and flute
are heard during the pageant.

The Rev. Don Schmidt, pastor of Peace Church, will narrate the
Christmas story as vocalists, musicians and actors set the scene.

Dr, Harold L. Hayes, UMD speech director, will direct five episodes to
be dramatized on the gymnasium stage.

During the first episode, "The Annunciation," the St. Scholastica
Skyline Singers will offer WThe Magnificat,” an original composition
by Sister Ann Cecile., Students Mary Meglen of Babbitt and Charleen
Molitor, Rice Lake, Wis., will portray Mary and the angel Gabriel.

Choral numbers during the "Journey to Bethlehem,? scene will be
given by the elementary school choirs directed by pageant co-chairman

Clayton C. Hathaway, and the St. Lukes Nurses Choir, It is in this
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Duluth Playhouse episode that Jack the Donkey, veteran actor from
a local dairy, plays his role for the eighth consecutive year.

UMD?s Chamber Choir under the direction of Allen Downs,
assistant professor of music, has the episode #Shepherds Watching
Their Flocks." The Duluth Mother Singers, church choirs and high
school choirs also take part.

Duluth students portray Mary, Joseph, angels and shepherds in
"The Nativity,® public schools episode. Besides elementary and church
choirs, the "Nativity"® portion of the program will feature a junior
high school chorus.

The final episode "adoration and Praise® is presented by the
Matinee Musicale. Choristers in this scene are members of the Carillon
Club under the direction of pageant General Chairman Mrs. Muriel
Lindors

To conclude the program all choirs -- a sum of 1,280 voices --
will sing Handel's "Hallelujah Chorus® and choirs and audience will
Join in the traditional closing carol, #Silent Night."

Pageant co-chairman with Clayton Hathaway is Miss Ruth F. Maney,
Honorary chairman is Norman Cecil Johnston, Duluth, who helped

initiate the event eight years ago.
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