
Report and recommendation from the Facilities Subcommittee of the Strategic Budget and 
Planning Committee: 12/13/2016 
 
To the membership of the Strategic Budget and Planning Committee, 
 
In our most recent meetings (November and December), the Facilities Subcommittee discussed 
several projects, issues, and concerns in depth, and I would like to address these here.  
 

1. Solar Panel Array Proposal from the Solar University Network Delegation: 
a. This group of 11 students has proposed a solar array in the green space adjacent 

to Malosky Stadium 
b. Has secured funding from Student Service Fees 
c. Is prepared for Design phase 
d. Does not interfere with other proposed projects for this space, including the 

possible Medicine Wheel Garden-in fact will work within its design. 
The Facilities Subcommittee unanimously recommends the Strategic Budget and Planning 
Committee consider approval for this project as a demonstration of Sustainability and as an 
educational tool for campus constituents. Details of the proposal, including budget, timeline 
and impact, can be seen in the attached one-sheet proposal. 
 

2. The Subcommittee was updated by the Bagley Nature Center ad hoc Committee on 
possible potential proposals from COGGS (Cyclists of Gitchee Gumee Shores) regarding 
use of space in the Nature Center for the construction of mountain bike trails as a 
connector for a trail loop between Hartley Nature Preserve and Chester Park. No formal 
presentation was given, and was a FYI only. The Subcommittee feels that this project 
will have an accelerated timeline once the City of Duluth and COGGS have a 
presentation ready. Further Study on environmental and ecological impact, as well as 
impact to existing trails and users will be necessary once the COGGS proposal is made; 
however, it is the general feeling that this can be accommodated with minimal impact 
to current use and ecology.  

 
3. The Facilities Subcommittee absolutely understands and applauds the work 

accomplished by Parking and Transportation Services in research and planning, as well 
as the desire to anticipate the needs of parking on campus and be proactive, but it 
unanimously urges the administration to consider delaying construction of the 
expansion of the M2 lot until such time as it is a proven necessity.  

 
The planned M2 parking lot expansion was discussed again, and the committee 
recommends that this project be reconsidered because of several factors: 

a. The delay in approval/construction of the CAMS building 
i. The original justification for this expansion was to alleviate parking space 

loss from the permanent spaces to the building and temporary spaces to 
construction 



ii. The expansion of the pay lot and removal of K-rails has already taken 
place to anticipate these losses 

b. The proposal to extend the instructional day and alleviate “peak” course 
offerings will reduce demand on parking during the 10:00-3:00 time 

c. An Already significant subsidy of the DTA Busing  
d. This move runs contrary to the UMD Strategic Goal 6, Item 1 

i. “Expand the campus master plan to incorporate more depth in 
sustainable planning issues. These should include effective use of green 
space, community connectivity, alternate transportation (bike and 
walking paths) and inclusion of outlying properties (May 2012).” 
(Emphasis added) 

e. Upon approval of CAMS funding, and in the event of need at that time, the 
parking lot expansion may still occur, but once it is built, the green space is lost. 

 
4. The Subcommittee wishes to formally request an additional seat on the subcommittee 

for UMD Environmental Health and Safety as a non-voting member. The need for the 
inclusion of such a member is necessary in creating accurate and complete 
recommendations on facilities topics and issues. Currently Laura Lott attends meetings 
as available, but is not a formal member of the committee, and the subcommittee 
agrees that such a position should be reserved. 

 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
Jefferson Campbell, D.M.A. 
Chair, Facilities Subcommittee 
Head, Department of Music 

 


