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Coming Home: Maggie Morales'
journey home with UMC softball to
play Spring Break Games
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University of Minnesota Crookston softball sophomore Maggie Morales recaps the last

half of the team's trip to Tucson, including the final five games and the team's return trip

to Minnesota. "Coming Home" is a blog in which Morales talked about her experiences

and the team's experiences as they played 11 games in her hometown of Tucson during

Spring Break.

It was nice to take a day off on Wednesday, but on Thursday, it was time to play softball again.

The worst part about playing in tournaments is when the games before yours are delayed.

Our delay was not useless however, some of the parents bought us otter pops to cool down.

The other teams next to us were jealous, and the otter pops motivated us to get the dub in

game one. Bailey (Braatz) pitched another great game for us and luckily, we were able to pick

up three runs for her. The weirdest part of this game is that there were only two hits to the

outfield and we picked up two runs off balls that did not leave the infield, if you have seen

most of our team run you would understand why this does not happen very often.

In game two, we played Valley City State for what felt the hundredth time. After battling a bit

of an injury earlier this season, Mikayla (Jones) gave us a good couple of innings at the start,

but we would not be able to hang on for the victory. We were able to plate six runs, but it was

not enough, as they would beat us 9-6. We were led in this game by people who might not

get to start every day, but they played great and had some really nice hits.

On Friday we got to play Valley City State, again. We were able to pick up six more against

them, this time we finally beat them. Again, we scored two runs with bases loaded, one on a

walk and one on an infield single. I promise this does not happen often. We were able to take

the lead off another bases loaded hit, this time to the outfield. It felt so good to finally beat

Valley City State, pick up another win for Bailey, and increase our season total nine, just two

short of last year's total.

Next up we took on Midland. We ended up losing 8-2. Steve (Krouse), our athletic trainer,

made his debut by helping coach first base during part of this game. Even though he was a

little quiet, he still did a great job. We just have to teach him how to read our armbands and

throw elbow guards over the fence and he would be a great coach.

Our last game of the week was against Midland, as well. This time we picked up another dub

to pull within one of last year's record. Bailey nearly missed pitching a perfect game. It was a

great game to be a part of, not only did Bailey pitch her butt off, but we had some great

defensive plays to back her up. The best one was Jozie's (Garner) dive to rob a ball at the fence.

Our bats also came alive during this game. Knocking their first pitcher out after picking four

runs and just one out. They replaced her with the pitcher we struggled with the day before

and we were able to get to her as well, picking up another four runs. Everyone stepped up in

this game and it was the perfect way to end the week.

After our game, we had a hour to shower, pack and get in the vans for lunch. Our first stop

was Pei Wei for food. After Pei Wei we moved on to Eegee's to get our last taste of

deliciousness before leaving. Our first flight was not a fun one as we hit a bunch of rough air.

As someone who gets motion sickness very easily, this flight was my worst nightmare. Not to

mention the fact that half of our team was convinced the plane was going down and kept

saying it out loud. Luckily, this was not the case as we were able to land safely. Our next flight

went a lot smoother and we were finally back in Minnesota. As we walked out to the parking

garage, everyone on our team cheered as soon as we noticed it was a sleeper bus. Next up

was the drive back to Crookston, but of course we needed to stop for food. Taco Bell at eleven

o'clock at night, yum. After we ate, most people put up their beds and went to sleep, except

for the group that must have been playing a very intense game of life for how much noise

they were making. It was definitely nice to nap after a long day and we pulled into Crookston

after 3:30 a.m.

Overall Arizona was a great trip full of great memories. Now that we are back, it is time to get

back into swing of school work. We start conference next week as we take on Bemidji on the

28th at home. Come watch as we look to tie the record for UMC softball wins in a season, as we

are just two wins away.
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