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Attendees: Rodger Brannan, Nakila Ferandez, Madeline Harms, Forrest Karr, Jodi Nelson, Kristi 
Schmidt, Katie Schofield, James Sellers, Abbey Strong, Ella Swarbrick, Krista Twu 
Excused: Donna Goeden, Elizabeth Gonnerman, G Lemonedes 
 
Discussion and Update 
Faculty Athletic Rep - Katie Schofield 
Katie attended a conference and heard many different perspectives of the student athlete 
environment from being on the national news on a daily basis to a small-down division three 
institution focused mainly on a nursing program. In short, academics are 100% in the forefront 
with their institutions.  
 
Additional discussion items: 

-​ Sports gambling and the harassment that student athletes face. This is an escalating 
and continuing concern as the first and more intense exposure with gambling may begin 
in college. The NCAA policy may provide additional information as to what is not 
allowable and the consequences. Abbey provides training to student athletes that sports 
betting is not allowed by the NCAA. Wagers can never be of monetary value (goods, 
money, anything that can change hands). A more in-depth training from EPIC Global 
Solutions is being explored for fall semester 2025. Forrest explained that it used to be 
that NCAA athletes and staff in the athletic department were not allowed to gamble on 
any sport that the NCAA offered a championship in or there was a college championship 
in including football, even though the football championships technically are not run by 
the NCAA. The problem for college athletes is not only their own gambling and the 
problems faced if addicted, but it's others betting and the social media and attacks on 
the athletes if they don't perform well. 
 

-​ Katie shared an additional conversation about the free and rapid dissemination of 
information via social media. Information such as a student athlete being injured and 
unable to play can have big ramifications for the bets.  
 

-​ Student enrollment and retention is a continued focus and ensuring that we can 
accommodate student athletes within our policies and procedures is a stabilizing part of 
enrollment for UMD as a whole. Institutions do a lot for students and student athletes to 
get them up to speed and oriented and acclimated to college, but there may be more we 
can do to help students transition to their new life and identity when their sports career is 
over. Any assistance that athletics or faculty can do to enhance student athletes, 
identification with professional clubs within their degree to help build that identity outside 
of sport is very helpful for student athletes.  

 



Katie shared a future discussion item of exploring the idea of being available to students 
through informal drop-in sessions or serving as a team liaison. 
 
Information Sharing 
James reminded the committee that next semester he will be on a single semester leave and in 
early February will be leaving for Budapest in Hungary. Rodger Brannan will serve as chair for 
the spring semester. 
 
Nakila shared that the student government is working on the Together Zone, a mental health 
initiative, and they would like those involved with the Green Bandana project to be 
representatives for that specific initiative at this event. Nakila should reach out to Dr. G. who will 
connect her with the Student Athlete Advisory Committee. 
 
Academic Advising and Compliance 
Abbey shared we are near the end of the semester and holding until grades are submitted to 
review who is eligible for spring semester. A waiver was submitted for an extension of eligibility 
for one of the men's hockey players whose five year clock was over this fall. The waiver was 
accepted. Abbey serves on a campus committee looking at how to assist transfer students. This 
is a problem in Athletics as the University policies don’t align with the new transfer portal policies 
that our coaches follow.  As an example, the application for spring semester closed December 
1st and the transfer portal opened December 1st. The coaches haven't been able to talk to 
anybody at the division one level and the applications are already closed. 
 
The NCAA made a change to not use the National Letter of Intent (NLI) that high school 
students sign committing them to a University. Now, the students sign a scholarship, but they 
can cancel at any time while the institution is bound to the student though with the scholarship.  
 
James asked about the transfers from the academic side. When students transfer, classes need 
to be reviewed for transfer credit.The structures on the academic side are not efficient. Abbey 
shared that UMD is very much behind in that transfer space especially when during summer 
months the athlete still has to meet that percentage of degree. If you have a junior transfer to 
UMD, they have to meet 40% of a degree here, and they haven't even stepped foot on this 
campus. They cannot transfer here unless Abbey can tell them that they are eligible. Abbey is 
required to review their transcript and figure out which classes are coming in and where they are 
fitting in. A transfer may take 6 to 8 weeks because the transcript is sent to the professor for 
review and the faculty are off contract during the summer months. James shared that this may 
be a university issue because we have students who are not athletes coming in trying to figure 
out how they can transfer into a major, and they don't know exactly what they can do either. The 
issue of transferology and finance are issues that need further attention. Some of the faculty 
members on the committee were going to bring this information to their college/department for 
discussion. 
 
Adjourn 2:30pm 


