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Executive Committee of the Campus Assembly 
Tuesday, October 24, 2006 
2:30 p.m. Administrative Conference Room 
  
Present:       Matt Andrews, Chris Brinkman, Anne Cummings, Lynn Hegrenes, Margie 
Helstrom, Meghan Keil, Jeni Kiewatt, Kathryn A. Martin, Linda Miller-Cleary, Bill Payne, Joyce 
Strand 
  
Excused:      Larry Wittmers 
  
Guests:        Vice Chancellor of Academic Administration Vince Magnuson, Vice Chancellor of                    
          Academic Support and Student Life, Bruce Gildseth; Linda Krug, Dean, College 
of Liberal Arts; Randy Zimmerman, Director, International Education; Karin Robbins,  
Admissions; and Jill Jenson, Head, Composition 
  
Chair Linda Miller-Cleary called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m. 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
International Students Support 
Linda Miller-Cleary stated that support of the international students on campus appears to have 
fallen through the cracks in many colleges. The Executive Committee invited Randy 
Zimmerman, Director, International Programs; Karin Robbins, Admissions; Jill Jenson, Head, 
Composition; Vice Chancellor Vince Magnuson and Vice Chancellor Bruce Gildseth to offer their 
input and possible suggestions on how to improve the support for these students. 
  
Jill Jenson explained that the Lang 1301 (English as a Second Language) course includes 
students referred by Karin Robbins that are under prepared to take Freshman Composition 
courses.  Enrollment varies from one student to fifteen all with varying degrees of reading and 
writing levels.  Help is also available in the Tutoring Center or Writing Workshop.  If students are 
not referred through Karen Robbins, they might not be aware that help is available.  Beyond 
what was stated there is no system of identifying students who need assistance.  Anne 
Cummings asked if Comp 1120 (College Writing) is successfully passed what then is the 
student support.  Students can rely on the tutoring center and their peers. 
  
Karin Robbins discussed enrollment of international students.  Researching back to 1996 she 
discovered a proposal by the CLA administration that instituted a partial tuition waiver for 
international students.  There was a plan to enroll 500 international students by 2003, but it did 
not materialize.  Growth has not been great. Possible reasons could include the 
Minnesota/Duluth location and the Student Exchange Visitor Information System (Government 



tracking program to keep records of temporary visa holders).  The perception of students 
abroad is that it is more difficult to get a student visa in the US so some study elsewhere. 
  
The Admissions Office is now traveling and marketing/advertising in hopes of recruiting more 
international students. 
  
Vice Chancellor Bruce Gildseth stated that there is an emerging priority to provide additional 
support for Karin Robbins.  A problem issue that needs to be dealt with is the identification of 
immigrants. Possibly through orientation we can identify students who need ESL (English as a 
second language) support, self-identification, and peer networking. 
  
Vice Chancellor Vince Magnuson stated that other areas on campus such as the Multicultural 
Center should be involved in this issue.  They need to be aware and understand the severity of 
the problem. Do we have the competency in house to solve these problems and if so, what is 
the cost.  Chancellor Martin suggested that the issue be forwarded to Vice Chancellors Bruce 
Gildseth and Vince Magnuson to propose a prescriptive process that would assist in meeting 
the needs of the international students.  Vice Chancellor Vince Magnuson will get back to the 
Executive Committee in the spring of 2007. 
  
Vice Chancellor Vince Magnuson is on his way to China hopefully to recruit students.  He has a 
goal of about 20 A or B students. 
  
Chancellor Martin and a vice chancellor met with the Multicultural Center administration.  They 
mentioned that there is always a problem getting housing for international students because 
they don’t think to apply.  Their tradition is to stay with family.  The University owns a couple of 
houses within close proximity of campus that will be kept empty until after the beginning of the 
academic year in case these students need housing.  Karin mentioned that out of 60+ new 
students in for fall semester, 15 had housing. 
  
MISCELLANEOUS 
Representatives on the Executive Committee introduced themselves. 
  
Motion was made and seconded to approve the September 26, 2006, meeting minutes.  
Passed. 
  
Matt Andrews, CSE, volunteered to serve as the ECCA representative to the Athletic 
Committee.  In 1996, the committee was formed in response to significant problems in the 
department of Athletics. These problems ranged from inaccurate recording in regard to 
participation of men and women in sports, and budgetary issues. 
  
CHANCELLOR REPORT 
Chancellor Martin spent time in California fundraising. She stated that she is grateful to have 
Vice Chancellors that continually pick up and move forward when she is not in the office. 
  



Projects 
A new Engineering building is in the planning stage. 
Discussions will be held about an American Indian Learning Center. 
Presently working on the ventilation in the Theatre department. 
In the future, we will be putting together a committee to study the use of the current School of 
Business and Economic building space and how we will want to use that space going forward. 
  
Chancellor Martin is grateful to the many groups in the College of Human Service Professions 
(CEHSP) under the leadership of Paul Deputy who relocated to Chester Park School until the 
renovation of Bohannon Hall is complete. 
  
The University is working very hard to add two Doctorate degrees (Doctorate of Education and 
Integrated Biosciences). 
  
On November 17, President Bruininks will be on campus to discuss budgetary issues, luncheon 
with community leaders and meet with faculty.  In the evening, President Bruininks will attend 
the Beaujolais Nouveau event at Glensheen. 
  
Linda Miller-Cleary inquired about student drinking.  Chancellor Martin stated that it is a 
constant battle.  This year UMD has had fewer trips to the Detoxification Center and the hospital 
emergency rooms with students who have passed out due to alcohol consumption.  Meghan 
Keil mentioned that the Student Association is working with the Health Advisory Committee to 
get the message out on alcohol awareness.  Programs developed such as the Late Night Kirby, 
Bulldog Taxi Program, and the Better Neighbors Program are just a few of the options available 
for students.  Nobody can make students stop drinking completely, but we can have options for 
them to be safe. 
  
Greg Fox, Vice Chancellor Finance and Operations attended a Better Neighbors meeting and 
the question was asked whether the neighborhood around campus was safe; the policeman 
responded that it is one of the safest in the city. 
  
The Regents will be taking up a new policy this November whereas the Campus Police Force 
would be instructed to work with local police and have some jurisdiction over neighborhoods 
immediately adjacent to campus. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Wendy J. Larrivy, Secretary 
 


