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A Duluth high school teacher, unable to discover whether or not a cer-
tain readability formula lad recently been used to evaluate blology textbooks,
finally looztzd the answer in UMD's 76,000-volume library,

The Bduention Index, the reference tool in this ease, and the publice-
tion "School Science and Mathematics", whiech contained the desired article, were
availeble only at the UMD library,

The request iz btypical of many solved through Mrs., Gladys Barber, direc-
tor of reader services, who has been connecbhed with the UMD library since 1927,

iirg, Barber not only aids University faculty, staff and students but
also serves the special needs of the community, inciudiug high school students,
educators, government employees, newgpapermen and clergymen.

"Reguests have ranged from information about the organization of the
Rugsian Army to & recipe for fortune cookies,” said Mrs, Barber,

UMD has some 30 to 40 indezes and abstracts covering areas such as
psychology, chemistry, blology, geology and physics.

"Our remsources arebuilt around our ecurriculum,” explains Librarian
Rudolph Johnson. "Therefore, we negessarily are stronger in some areas than
are publie libraries,

"We have & good beginning in the sciences," points out Johnson., "This
includes important abstracis, indexes, Jjournals and books,.

"And we have & growing business and economics department and are build-
ing a large collection of texts 2nd Hournals in this area," he added.

The UMD library, sccording to Johnson, has the ability to secure
current 1y published scholarly works soon after they are finished, Johnson seid

the lack of funds hurt the public libraries in this respect,



e currently receive over 12,000 I\griodioals'ﬂ sald Jahnesn, Ve

differerce in whai the publie libraries receive is vask, Thers i no compariesn.”

About 4,000 wlumes are contained in five branshess blology library,
eheristry library, mathephyeies 1ibrary, tecching naterinle lidrary and Iaboratory
Sohool library,

"We ald aboub £,000 volumes per year and ave rapidly cutgrowing oup
spece," sald Jolnsorn, "However, we expect to doubls our present faecility within
the next twe ysars."

Litrary hovrs are 8 a.m, to 10 p.r., Monday through Fridey; 10 a.m. to
2 pom., Ssturday; and 2 p.m. to 10 pom., Suncay,

"Myeryone is weleoms tc woe the facilities of the UMD library," sald
Johngon, “While we have some vegources and rateriale net available elsewhere,
we believe our mejor tagk ic fo eserve campue needs snd $o complement the services
of the public libreries in the cotmmmity.”
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