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UMC Volleyball Signs Maplewood-
Native Gresham to NLI
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CROOKST ON, Minn. – The University of Minnesota Crookston volleyball program announced

the addition of Deaira Gresham (OH, 5-9, Maplewood, Minn./Cretin-Derham Hall H.S.) to a

National Letter of Intent. Gresham is the third signee for the Golden Eagles, joining fellow

Mizuno Northern Lights products Katie Lienemann (DS/Lib., 5-4, Rosemount,

Minn./Rosemount H.S.) and Lauren Wallace (RS, 6-1, Bloomington, Minn./Bloomington

Jefferson H.S.).

"Deaira is a special athlete who is only going to get better throughout her career at UMC," said

Head Coach Lee Anderson. "Her potential is high and I believe she will make huge strides as a

collegiate volleyball player. We are very excited to be a part of her progress and are very happy

she is a Golden Eagle!"

The Golden Eagles are set to return 14 players to the roster for the 2017 season. Minnesota

Crookston will bring back a strong core as they will return five starters to the fray next season.

Leading the way will be Maggie Perrel (R-Jr., OH, New Germany, Minn.), who has averaged

3.53 kills per set this season. In addition, libero Ali Schueler (R-Fr., Lib., Howards Grove, Wis.),

outside hitter Kassi Green (R-Jr., OH, Anoka, Minn.), middle hitter Kelci Green (R-Jr., MH,

Anoka, Minn.) and middle hitter Callie Schapekahm (So., MH, Eagan, Minn.). The Golden Eagles

also return nine other players with experience playing for Minnesota Crookston.

Minnesota Crookston will need to replace three seniors in Casey Cashman (Sr., DS, Ashland,

Wis.), Sierra Trost  (Sr., S, Ham Lake, Minn.) and Kali Erickson (Sr., OH, Fargo, N.D.). Gresham,

Wallace and Lienemann are major pieces in helping the Golden Eagles to replace the

production out of the Golden Eagles' graduating class. Gresham will give the Golden Eagles

added depth and competition at the outside hitter position, where they will lose Perrel and

Green to graduation following the 2017 season. 

Deaira Gresham (OH, 5-9, Maplewood, Minn./Cretin-Derham Hall H.S.)

Greshman tallied 163 kills for 1.9 kills per set as a senior at Cretin-Derham Hall. She tallied 30

service aces on the 2016 season. As a blocker, she tallied 0.2 blocks per set with 25 solo blocks

and 12 block assists. Gresham averaged 3.4 digs per set this season for Cretin-Derham Hall H.S.

She helped lead the Raiders to a 23-7 mark. She played club volleyball for Mizuno Northern

Lights. 

Gresham is the daughter of Deidre Jackson. She was on June 18, 1999. Her brother Donnell

Gresham, Jr. is a freshman basketball player at Northeastern University. She plans to major in

chemistry.

All signees are contingent upon admission to UMC and compliance with NCAA rules, including

certification by the NCAA Eligibility Center. Everyone released today has signed their National

Letter of Intent prior to release of information.

For more information, visit the Golden Eagle Athletics website

at www.goldeneaglesports.com.

Follow the Golden Eagles on Facebook at Golden Eagle Sports and on Twitter at

@UMCAthletics.

The University of Minnesota Crookston is a NCAA Division II university located in the Red River

Valley of Northwest Minnesota. UMC sponsors 11 intercollegiate athletic teams with

membership in the Northern Sun Intercollegiate conference (NSIC) and the Intercollegiate

Horse Show Association (IHSA). The NSIC is a 16-team conference with schools situated in

Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska.
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#1 Casey Cashman

DS/Lib. / 5' 5" / Senior

#3 Kali Erickson

OH / 5' 9" / Senior

#11 Kassi Green

RS/OH / 5' 9" / Redshirt Junior

#7 Kelci Green

MH / 5' 9" / Redshirt Junior

#14 Maggie Perrel

RS / 5' 10" / Redshirt Junior

#5 Callie Schapekahm

MH / 6' 0" / Sophomore

#19 Ali Schueler

DS/Lib. / 5' 6" / Redshirt Freshman

#13 Sierra Trost

S / 5' 8" / Senior
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