














































































































































PUTTING IT AWAY: Middle hitter Gretchen Dahl rises to spike In Friday night's match with Ohio State at Williams Arena. The Gophers were victorious In their last regular season games, defeating Ohio 
State 3-1 on Friday and Penn State 3-1 on Saturday. 

VOLLEYBALL from 17 I c '~£ .3 

balls, but I have to give Stepha lot of credit (for 
the game plan). This is the highest I've ever 
been." 

Middle hitter Jean Schintz also appeared to 
be floating in the clouds. The junior set a career 
high with eight service aces in the match and 
added 13 kills with only three errors. 

"I knew if I was going to be happy with 
myself I'd have to start hitting better," Schintz 
said. "The night before the match, I go to bed 
and ask myself what I can do to be more 
dominating and useful. The answer is being 
more aggressive." 

Schleuder said Minnesota's aggressive play 
in the final two games won the match. "We 
started out really slow but they regrouped," 
Schleuder said. "I' mjust so proud because they 
rose to the challenge." 

Schintz rattled off four straight service aces 

in game two to give the Gophers a 4-2 advan­
tage. 

"I said I wasn't going to think about it,just 
like in practice," said Schintz of her devastat­
ing jump serve. '1 never miss a serve in prac­
tice." 

Freshman Katrien DeDecker did not miss 
many kills. The Bredene, Belgium native ac­
cumulated a match-high 23 kills with four er-
rors. 

'1f DeDecker does not win freshman of the 
year in the Big Ten, then there is some kind of 
anti-Belgian sentiment," Rose said. "I think 
she is the best outside hitter in the conference." 

DeDecker also proved her prowess against 
Ohio State with 18 kills and a .400 hitting 
efficiency Friday night. That victory marked 
the first defeat of an opponent ranked higher in 
the conference standings. 

'1t' s a tremendous feeling," said DeDecker, 
who celebrated with her teammates on the 

court well after the conclusion of the match. 
"We knew from the beginning of the season we 
were a good team." 

What has made Minnesota a great team in 
the stretch run is Schintz. The tri-captain' s 
emergence is a contributing factor to the Go­
phers' winning 11 of their final 12 matches. 

"Every part of her game has improved," 
Schleuder said. "She is playing good defense, 
her passing is great but her hitting and serving 
have leaped into the stratosphere these last two 
weekends." 

Following the victory, a teary-eyed 
Schleuder said, "l gave them the plan, but they 
did it. What I thought won this was not our 
offensive play, but because we stopped (Ohio 
State) defensively." 

Gabriele Jobst - the Buckeyes'. leading 
hitter-was stifled by the Gophers. The junior 
was held to seven kills and a .038 hitting effi­
ciency. 

"We took away their best shots and forced 
them to do something else and that's when you 
make errors," said Schleuder, after watching 
Ohio State commit 14 more errors than Min­
nesota. "We worked really hard on the techni­
cal mistakes and I feel we went to a different 
level tonight." 

Ohio State (17-3, 23-5) took its play to a 
different level as well - albeit a lower one. 

"I can't think of anything that I'm happy 
with," Buckeye coach Jim Stone said. "We 
were struggling for good plays and needed all 
the breaks but we weren't going to win giving 
Minnesota eight points a game (off errors)." 

No Minnesota player committed more than 
four hitting errors in the match. 

"We didn't want that ·reeling to end," 
Schintz said. "What Steph gave us we exe­
cuted. It totally feels like a dream right now. It 
feels like I'm going to wake up but I don't want 
to." 
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them a home-coun venue for the first 
round of the NCAA tournament 

The Gophers (28-3) face Ball State 
(26-4) al 5:30 p:m. Wednesday in 
Williams Arena. It will be the second 
time Minnesota has reached the 
NCAA tournament. In 1989, the Go­
phers beat Colorado in three straight 
games in the preliminary round, then 
lost in four games at Nebraska. 

"I think if we keep playing that way, 
we can go all the way," said Schintz. 

Most of the accolades this season 
have gone to freshman Katrien De 
Decker, the team·s leading hitter, and 
to the inspired all-around play of 
sophomore Heidi Olhausen. Schintz 
has been a dominant factor in the last 
IO games. but she insists it's only one 
pan of a unified operation. 

"During my freshman and sopho­
more years, it seemed like the seniors 
hung around with seniors, and the 
juniors with juniors," Schintz said. 
"On this team, everybody seems to 
enjoy and be friends with everyone 
else. Everyone gets along, and no one 
is excluded. I think that really helps 
team chemistry, and everybody does 
whatever they can to help the team. 

"This team is more talented than the 
last two I played on, but the biggest 
thing is the desire of the whole team. 
We're so 'in synch' right now that 
we're not getting much sleep - we're 
all up talking to each other on the 
phone until late each night." 

Schintz struggled through the first 
half of the season, trying to adjust to 
her first year as an outside hitter. 
When coach Stephanie Schleuder 
switched her to the inside and put 
freshman Heidi Foesch on the out­
side, everything clicked. 

"Ever since I moved Jean to the 

middle, she's played much better," 
Schleuder said. "And Foesch has 
played better on the outside." 

Schintz said the difference is mainly 
in timing. Setter Sue Jackson is adept 
at the high. arching sets for the out­
side hitters, but also is skilled at the 
quick. little· sets for rapid-fire kills 
that are Schintz's specialty . 

"On the outside, I was making my 
move to the net too early," Schintz 
said. "In the middle, you've got to 
get there earlier. In fact, the faster 
you get to the net, the harder it is for 
the other team to read and block." 

Since the switch, Schintz has gone 
from hitting at a . I 33 percentage in 
the first 21 matches to a .340 clip in 
the last I 0. She also has had 117 kills 
in the last 10 games and 25 aces. The 
jump-serve used to be a staple of 
coach Schleuder's Gophers teams. 
but Schintz is the only jump-server 
on this club. 

But as spectacular a weapon as it is, 
Schintz is willing to give it up to help 
the team. Friday night, for example, 
the Gophers were involved in a 
tough match against Ohio State. 
With Minnesota leading 12-10, 
Schintz rifled two jump-serve aces 
for a 14-10 lead that became a 15-11 
victory. Her accuracy wavered a bit 
later in the match, and when her tum 
to serve came with a 6-5 lead in the 
founh game, she stayed on the floor 
to serve, and the Gophers rode her 
eanhbound serves for five straight 
points and what became a 15-5 vic­
tory. 

Saturday, she was back up high in ~he 
air, where she plans to be soanng 
Wednesday as well. 

After hearing a scouting repon, Ball 
State's diggers might show up wear­
ing annor plating. 

Big Ten honors De Decker 
Gophers outside hitter Katrien De 
Decker was named Big Ten volley­
ball freshman of the year on Monday 
by the conference coaches. 

De Decker also was named to the 12-
player All-Big Ten team, along with 
Minnesota senior setter Sue Jackson. 
Sophomore Heidi Olhausen earned 
honorable mention. 

The Gophers finished the regular sea­
son 22-9 and tied for third in the Big 
Ten with a 14-6 mark. 

Salima Davidson of Penn State (27-4, 
18-2) was named the Big Ten MVP, 
and the Lady Lions' Russ Rose is the 
conference coach of the year. 

De Decker led the Big Ten in kill 
average with 4.49 per game. She was 
ninth in hitting percentage (.293) and 
tied for 15th in service aces per game 
(0.33). 

Jackson was third in assists per game 
( I 1.71) and 11th in digs (2. 79). O1-
hausen tied for I 0th in aces per game 
(0.38) and tied for 14th in blocks 
(0.89). 

Junior Jean Schintz Jed the Big Ten 
in service aces per game (0.68). 

The last Gopher to earn conference 
freshman of the year honors was ~. 
Dawn Thompson in 1987. 



Thinking as a team 
Volleyball team made a dramatic 
turnaround after early season losses 
By Juan C. Rodriguez 
Sta.ff Reporter It - 7.,( ,.,,15 

I U't.( (<, 
Upon losing a pair of matcheJ at 

Wisconsin and Northwestern in mid­
October. the Gopher volleyball sea­
son seemed to be teetering· on the 
edge of a chasm. 

Minnesota fell to 3-5 in the Big 
Ten. but even more disturbing was 
the team•s on-court disarray. 

But in retrospect- after Minne­
sota won I J of its last 12 regular-sea­
son matches and stormed into the 
NCAA tournament - those defeats 
were responsible for the squad•s 
turnaround. 

"You can look back and say if we 
would have won those matches we"d 
be in third place by ourselves. but I 
<lon•t think we'd be where we are 

(having defeated Wisconsin and 
Northwestern)." said Gopher coach 
Stephanie Schleuder. whose squad 
tied Illinois for third place in the 
conference. 

"That was a turning point that 
made us sit down and take a long. 
hard look at how we were playing. 
Everybody has made a commitment 
and (those losses) were the best thing 
that could have happened." 

Schleuder conducted individual 
meetings with players to define their 
roles on the team. That. combined 
with flip-flopping Jean Schintz and 
Heidi Foesch, resulted in a more ef­
ficient and cohesive unit. 

Since moving to the middle from 
outside hitter, Schintz has increased 
her productivity. The junior commit­
ted 129 errors during her first 21 

matches. but has faltered just 28 
times in the past 10 contests. 

After a mediocre 6.37 kills per 
match through Minnesota's first 19. 
Schintz is averaging 11. 7 kills in her 
last 10 matches. 

'1 think that was the best coach­
ing move Steph could have made," 
outside hitter Heidi Olhausen said. 
"Heidi (Foesch) loves the outside 
and Jean is more successful in the 
middle." 

While Minnesota• s kills are ris­
ing, its hitting errors are steadily di­
minishing. Against 14th-ranked 
Ohio State and 7th-ranked Penn 
State last weekend, the Gophers 
committed 33 errors compared to a 
combined 62 from the Buckeyes and 
Lady Lions. 

"We've been working a lot on 

lltllfl 

shot selection and knowing who (the 
opponent's) weak blockers are," 01-
hausen said. "We're also helping 
each other by calling open shots and 
that's something we were not doing 
(earlier this seac;on)." 

Said Schleuder: "I think they've 
become really focused. Everybody 
was kind of in their own little world 
and we weren • t thinking as a team. 
Our chemistry is a lot better than it 
was." 

Daily Graphic/Paul Lewis 
Schleuder is hoping the chemis­

try persists through the Gophers 
first-round match against Ball State 
Wednesday at Williams Arena. 

Gopher notes: Three Gophers were 
honored by the Big Ten for their performances 
thls year. Katrien OeDecker and Sue Jackson 
were named to the conference's All-Big Ten 
team, and Heidi Olhausen was named hon­
orable mention. DeOecker, conference player 
of the week, was also voted Freshman of the 
Year. 



Ball State, Gophers to battle 
By Juan C. Rodriguez ' The Cardinals ·. .. ~. ... ·•, ···-~r•u❖l❖❖·•:•·.-,❖·•:•t❖:❖~····•·❖: .. ❖,-:,~•:::·->·•:•:::::wr··•: ,· ~:-: ~ • one person will be setter Sue Jackson - finished the •. ' . . ~ ~• t •'' ..... y:..;.-.;,*X«~:-❖..,•·!'i x•->:::»:~~••,-.-: •:::❖.«••< •• '•• :, • :«* ~ 

Staff Reporter \')~ l -'1,}l . took 16th-ranked . -: ~· ~M;.~ ~w· ~-::..,.®. •• }':«:~\Wl~fgf~t~\~k}t)f■:~~~.~'.}¥t~;*'f!~~~: ·f .. :· .• , . e~ough,° Go~her s~ason. leading the conference in 
l)a.r it Notre Dame to • ,. k ~ $;. ·=:· ';_. .;, "it~ , illlll:~'S\c ... ii l f· ··\ J ~ \ ; • . nuddle hitter kills with a 4.49 per-game average. 

Minnesota's first-round contest five games Oct. 1 ·f ~~,-~-~-::::=>:•·,·=··~:'':'❖:•x~~~~,?=~·:~=,~==:·::-'=:·:·::·:'-::: ·:·:·: : ....... ,.,.,:. •.❖=•=·~'='···'·=··•::~=,.·=====·-❖·•·,,-.,❖x❖:❖,..,,./·.,. '· • • •• • • G•etchen Dahl Th Bred B I • t d t ., • ..--... "'·'" .. -..v,. ... --........... ,.............................. ., e ene e g1um, s an ou 
in the NCAA Volley~all Touma- The Irish . came xfn:t~~~~1~tlf said. "We're going either led or shared the Gopher lead 
ment may resemb}e a P!ckup match back to wm !he ·=-~.· 1· ...... ,. ·==- to. try to run for most kills in 24 of Minnesota's 
rather than one displaying well-de- match after losmg i . ·'·· :w,aaa..e:.t quicker at them 31 contests. 
veloped strategy. . , . the first ~o !·}tl?t==dL. ____ ,...,. and, hopefully Jackson's 11.5 assists per game 

B~IS~t~-tomght s5.30oppo- gam~s. In its :: :\· i ;l;~J they II be slower were good for third in the Big Ten. 
nent m Wtl~ams Are~a - enters the opemng mate~ of :@4Ml1■ t*llll ,.. because taller peo- The lone senior on the squad will 
ll!alch leading ~e senes by~ whop- the season agmost ~/,.~ pie aren't as play her final match at Williams 
pmg 1-0 margtn. The last time the Texas, Volleyball • .. ~~~l\:~lt¥1.fl:: .:;i\lrl:: quick." Arena tonight. 
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iflji~I1titfail~%f:'.\ .:JiMtt@ilti! Said Schleuder: Jackson is ending hercarccrplay-

a e,eat Mmnesota in ra e team. -t~i.:iil.iiita.·am,f ·Yi:jJiii~.~~-.~.. "(The Cardinals) ing with one of the more confident 
three games. State was swept .tli-m:,.,,w,:..«-,.>:••,<-.c•,.·.«<• ❖- ❖:-~~·-·-A.A,>:❖~-w::w« are not as quick as Gopher teams in recent years. The 

Tonight the two teams will vie for 15-7, 15-7, 1S-11. parable to !-slower version of 14th- Ohio State but they seem very effi- growing belief that they could com-
the right to travel to fourth-ranked Ball~tate, !heonlyt~fromthe ranked Ohl~ State, knocked off by cient and play good defense." pete with the Big Ten's best teams 
University of California-Santa Bar- MAC with a bid to the tourney, is 2-2 the Goph~~ m four games last week- Efficiency and good defense are reached a peak with victories over 
'bara on Dec. 6. against tournament teams while end at Williams Arena. two reasons Minnesota is making its Ohio State and Penn State last week-

The Cardinals, Mid-American Minnesota is 6-7. The Gophers are Five-foot-10-inch senior Sharon first NCAA tournament appearance end. The victories also sealed a first-
Conference champions, bring a t 7- one of four Big Ten teams receiving Knecht leads what Schleuder calls since 1989. The Gophers defeated round NCAA match at home. 
match winning streak into Williams invitations. the "biggest team we "ve faced all Colorado in three games that year "Last weekend boosted our con­
Arena and are one of 24 automatic Despite the apparent disparity in year" (in terms of height). Knecht, an before being eliminated by Ne- fidence way up and it" s at a peak 
,qualifiers in the 48-team field. Ball strength of schedule, Gopher coach outside hitter, is sporting a 3.66 kills braska. right now," Dahl said. '1 am really 
.State capped its season with victories Stephanie Schleuder said there are per-game average. A balanced offense led by Big happy we get to stay at home because 
over Toledo and Bowling Green to limits to the amount of scouting a Junior Cassy Herode, a 6-foot-3- Ten Freshman of the Year Katrien the fans play a big role in the way we 
win the MAC toumamenL team can do in this kind of situation. inch middle hitter leads the team DeDecker and a relentless defense play ... 

Althoughthequalityofcompeti- "lt'shardtoscoutthemoffatape ~i~ 126~lockassistsandissecond propelled this _year"s Gophers late- A packed house and another 
tion in the MAC does not compare and hard to know exactly what we're m 1?11s with 246 o!' the season. . season charge mto the tourney. statement of co~fidence ~hou~d earn 
with that of the Big Ten, Ball State going to face,., she said. ''We have to 'They ha~e quite ~ few ,00<:' hit- DeDec~er - also n~med first the Gophers a trip to Califonua. 
has illustrated the ability to compete play them fairly.straight up.'". ters, so I don t know if keymg m on team All-Bag Ten along wath Gopher 
with the nation• s top teams. Schleuder said Ball State IS com-



Gophers Schintz, Dahl 
are hits in the middle 

l;}--\-tt! er:...css 
CHARLEY HAUMAN STAFF WRITER Schintz said, "We· finally got 

sick of being told how good we 
could be. We got ourselves to­
gether and we've been beating 
the people above us in the Big 

The only UP NEXT 
juniors on Ball State at 
tbe Uni- Gophers, 
versity of 5:30 tonight, 
Minnesota WIiiiams Arena 
volleyball 

Ten standings." • 
Dahl, from Holy Angels, and 

Schintz, of White Bear Lake, 
were two of Minnesota's most 
highly recruited high school 
players. Both play in the middle 
and will have pivotal roles 
against Ball State because the 
Cardinals start 6-foot-3 Cassy 
Herode and 6-1 April He":,ltke. 

team, Jean Schintz and Gretch• 
en Dahl, expect the Gophers 
(22-9) to be relaxed and poised 
for tonight's first-round game in 
the NCAA tournament against 
Ball State (26-4). 

JOE ROSSl/1'10NEE~ PRESS 

Since being bumped from an outside hitting po­
sition, White Bear Lake native Jean Schlntz has 
been a standout middle hitter for the Gophers. 

"Beating Penn State and Ohio 
State (two nationally ranked 
teams) last weekend boosted 
our confidence," Dahl said. 
"We'd been up and down all sea­
son, but recently our level of 
play bas Improved. We've 
proved we can play and play 
well against very good teams." 

"Gretchen has been one of our 
most consistent players all sea­
son," Minnesota coach Stephanie 
Schleuder said. "Though she's 
the smallest middle starter in 
the Big Ten (5 feet 10), she's 
been able to become one of the 

VOLLEYBALL CONTINUED ON 48 ► 
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best in the league." 
Schleuder had moved Schintz to 

outside hitter early in the season, 
an experiment that clearly did not 
work. 

"Since we moved her back to 
the middle, Jean has been one of 
the conference leaders in kills and 
led the league in service aces," 
Schleuder said. "If you broke down 
Big Ten statistics from the middle 
of the season on, Jean would be 
one of the top hitters in the 
league." 

Schintz, who is 6 feet tall, is 
second to freshman outside hitter 
Katrien DeDecker in the Gophers' 
kills statistics with 332, and she 
has 69 service aces and 85 blocks. 
Dahl has 224 kills, 76 blocks and 
245 digs, which is surprising be­
cause back-row play was her lia­
bility when she started for the Go­
phers as a freshman. 

"I've worked hard on my back­
row play " Dahl said. "I'm playing 
better d~fense than I have in the 
past. It was a matter of figuring 
out where I should be in given 
circumstances, learning where I 
should be in relation to our 
blocks." 

Dahl was redshirted as a fresh­
man. She now calls sitting out that 
season "a very positive experi­
ence," but it was hard on her dur­
ing tnat season. "There was no 
pressure on me t? d,~velop that 
first year," she said. But 1t was 
still frustrating. You're part of the 
team, but really not." 

Schintz said Dahl is a key to the 
Gophers' hopes in the NCAA tour-
ney. ;·. 

"Gretchen Is so consistent," 

Schintz said. "Gretchen has done a 
great job all season long; she's a 
real leader for us." 

Schintz, partially deaf, occasion• 
ally worries about her hearing loss 
(as a high school sophomore) if 
there is a big crowd on hand at 
Gophers' matches. "In huddles, I 
sometimes can't hear what coach 
Schleuder is saying," Schintz said. 
"But the players know how to 
communicate with me while I'm 
on court and I basically know 
what Steph is yelling, even though 
I may not hear it directly." 

She said the Gophers are in sync 
right now. 

"We have to stay aggressive and 
execute our game plan" to beat 
Ball State, she said. "We know 
Ball State has a tendency to play 
to the right side, and we have to 
get people in position to make 
blocks, then throw Heidi Olhausen 
on the other side because Heidi is 
our best one-on-one blocker." 

Dahl said Minnesota can't af­
ford to fall behind the Cardinals. 
"Too often, we've fallen behind 
our opponents early in matches," 
she said. "When you reach this• 
level, all the teams are excellent." 

Schintz agreed. "We have to hit 
well, block well, and we can help 
ourselves by getting after Ball 
State right away," she said. 

The winner of tonight's match 
plays at California-Santa Barbara 
on Sunday. 

"It would be fun to play them," 
Schintz said. "But we can't afford 
to look beyond this match. Ball 
State is tall and has good talent. 
We're happy to be playing in the 
NCAA tournament. Now, we have 
to play well to. prove we belonii 
being in it." ·--• . . •• 
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in NCAA 
"olleyball 
:y John Gilbert 
taffWriter Tr ·•b \t..· (, -(}~ 
.II that was missing was a rendition of "California, Herc 
\/~Come" by the pep band. Not that it mattered, 
c ause the Gophers volleyball team is California-bound 
n how after whipping Ball State 15-6, I 5-11, 15-9 
I/ nesday in their NCAA tournament opening match at 
I/ lliams Arena. 

I ~yan Wolf's 20 points lead 
h~ Gophers men's basketball 
e~ to a 98-60 exhibition 
'i ory at Williams Arena. 
I arol Ann Shudlick's 23 

nts lead the Gophers 
v men's team to a 77-73 
1 rtime victory over Georgia 
• h in Atlanta. 

Inspired by 
sophomore Hei­
di Olhausen in a 
dominant first 
game, the Go­
phers (23-9) 
eliminated the 
Mid-America 
Conference 
champion Cardi­
na\s to advance 
to Sunday's sec­
ond-round > ge5C 

. match against 
I Mideast Region 

Jp,sced Cal-Santa Barbara (28-3). Ball State (26-5) had 
1s ~ ?-match winning streak end as it lost for the first time 
n iwo months. 

'h Gophers had to play their best to fight off the 
:a dmals to win the second game, and had to overcome 
le /cits of 5-2 and 8-4 to take control in the third game. 
'he first game, however, was no contest. 

I 
They definitely took a little of our confidence away in 
he first game," said Ball State coach Randy Litchfield. 
W~e haven't seen a loss in a game like that in a long time. 
:v n against Texas, it wasn't that bad. I guess that was a 
ac or - that's as poor as we have played and as good as 
n pponent has played against us in any single game." 

>l~ausen, by her own admission, was practically pos­
esjed in the first game. She had five of her team-high 12 
i~l in the first game. "I was so excited to be in the 
l AAs that I wasn't going to let anybody get in my way 
J ght," Olhausen said. "I don't think I've ever been this 
JC sed, this ·up,' for any match. 

I 

.j ........... , ~~ 

. , ..... ~,,: 1 .i - • • • 
,~- ~-.......· .. ,:;. _; :.", •• 

· , ilf.t•' , .• • ! • • 

,, .. •/J·:_:~r ; I. •• 1· 
,. '. --~--~.'t: : ·: : i ~ \ 

_....,. -· ·1 ... ',J.:.· 

• . ••. \ . ; -~ -1( I 
, . I • 

~ ~ ~~- ·~ 

I• 5': :.: . : 
':;.. ~ ' •• 1,• 1• 

;~;~tJ:liE/~t:·:~t~~;t1 
• . ~~~~, • ~· 

·: ,.·,·,.,._,_:::., .. "1'ij :1Ji?:·., ._,,.~i: 

Staff Photo by Duane Braley 

Gophers Sue Jackson, left, Gretchen Dahl (11), and Heidi Foesch leaped high to block a shot from Ball State's Tiffany Stevens 
------ - - -• • ••-••• --•-------TL_,... __ ..., ___ •u--:--••-:,..h♦ r-nte> 



Volleyball 
Continued from page IC 

"I can't tell you what one player on 
their team looked like. and I was 
kind of bummed about that. Some of 
my teammates said they were doing a 
little talking and pointing at us at the 
net. and I'm usually the first to get in 
their faces when that happens. But 
tonight. all I could see was the floor 
because I was going for the kill every 
time." 

She wasn't alone. Junior Gretchen 
Dahl had four kills in the first game, 
and eight for the match. Most re­
markable was that Dahl had a .615 
percentage of successful hits. a career 
best, while also chipping in a team­
high 13 digs. 

In the second game. the Gophers led 
6-5 when Foesch got the serve and 
ran the score up to l 0-5. It was 11-5 
before the Cardinals scrapped back 
behind 6-3 junior Cassy Heerode to 
close it to 11-10. The outcome hinged 
on two block points by Dahl to boost 
it to 14-1 I. Then. after a spectacular 
diving dig by junior Jean Schintz. 
Sue Jackson set up Olhausen for the 
winning kill. Schintz had a career­
best 11 blocks. 

Staff Photo by Duane Braley #~~~ 
11t~I 

Gopher Sue Jackson leaped to set?, 
up a teammate. ••;·, 

~12 
total of 11. 

"Katrien had what would have been'-' 
a good night for most hitters but an·;. 
average night for Katrien," Schleuder-. 

Katrien DeDecker. the Gophers' fab- said. "I know she'll have a lot beue-r.;.r 
ulous freshman from Belgium. had nights than this. but it's a quantum.::• 
only ?.wo kills in the first two games, leap for us to be following a game • 
whe; Ball State's strategy was to plan. and Jean an~idi '1i.1. welf.J 
bloc,. her. "One of our areas.....nf c;~,;,.--fiuTi1 'ine righf side." --;,..; 
centration was to contain De- ~,-: ! 
Decker," said Litchfield. "With her But the Gophers wouldn't let Jackso~ , 
being a freshman. we thought that if reach the 5,000-set platea1:1. T.l,le,: 
we had a good start blocking her, it team's 5-8 unsung hero. and Its onlY: • 
might affect her later on. As it turned senior, had 39 sets yesterday to boo~.­
out, she got better." her career total to 4,998. Anoth.«;f,;"_, 

sideout or two and she would hf•~,: 
made it, but the Go~hers were srm-_ 
ply 100 efficient. It wrll. however. pc ' 
just as sweet wh~n sh~ sury,ass~v 
5,000 this weekend in California. , 11,: 

Gophers coach Stephanie Schleuder 
had anticipated the Cardinals' strate­
gy and countered by sending the set­
ups to the right, to Olhausen and 
Schintz, for most of the match. When 
things got tough in the third game, 
however, DcDecker rose up to deliv­
er some stinging blasts. recording 
nine kills in the game for a match 

... ~,:· 



Best of times . ·: 1 

tor;,~ ~pJj~/bal[ 
The University of Minnesota . 
volleyball team found the perfect way 
to celebrate Calvin Griffith's 82nd 
birthday Wednesday, whipping Ball 
State and advancing to the second 
round of the NCAA tournament ., 

Calvin always was an admirer of-a·~· 
fast and winning contest, so he could: 
get to the postgame snack early and· 
with happy thoughts. Yesterday, the ~ 
Gophers polished off Ball State in 
three games - I S-6, I S-11, 1 S-9 ....; 
~n<t; in 79 min!Jtes. Recent history • 
indicates that 1s roughly how long it 
takes the Gophers' football team to 
complete a fourth-quarter collapse ... 

This could have been the last game 
inside Williams Arena for the 
volleyball team and for Sue Jackson 
the relentless senior setter. "I thought 
about that earlier in the week,,, • 
Jackson said. "Then, with the 
enthusiasm I saw from all the 
players, I didn't think there was a 
chance. I do!!'t want to say I was sui~ • 
we would wm, but I was very ve~ • • 
confident this would not be ~y last • 
game." 

Jackson's confidence was not 
misplaced. Ball State had rolled 
through the Mid-America 
Conference, but from the start the 
~ophers were quicker to the ball, 
higher above the net and getting 
robust hits from Heidi Olhausen on 
the right on Katrien DeDecker on the: 
left. 

There were only a few minutes in the : 
middle of the third game when the .. ., 
Gophers looked as though they could ' 
be fading, and Jackson took care of : 
that. Ball State was leading 8-4 when 
Jean Schintz regained the serve for · 
Minnesota by racing across the 
middle and delivering a huge hit. 

Jackson earned a point by fooling the • 
Car~nals with a lefthanded drop : 
shot mto an open court. For poirit 
after point, Jackson made tJle two-:·. 
handed passes to the hitters. - ., ~ • 
Schintz or Olhausen or DeDecker or 
Heidi Foesch or Gretchen Dahl. And -
then, Jackson would forget the set • • 
and drop that lefty hook onto an 
unsuspecting defense. 

"I started doing that in high school ~• 
Jackson said.' '. 

Yo!l w~ren't that slick-that sneaky 
- m high school, were you? , 
"Probably not," said Jackson • 
laughing. ' 

Reusse continued on page 2C 

Reusse Continued from page IC . 
Jackson relies on peripheral version 
to decide when to switch to lefty. "If 
Jean goes to the net, and the blocker 
goes with her, then I know there is a 
good chance it's going to be open," . 
Jackson said. "You have to pick your 
spots." 

Jackson tried a handful of the drop 
shots and was able to get three kills. 
Seconds after the lefthander that 
made it 8-5 in the third game, 
Jackson showed another skill that 
has made her the driving force 
behind a team that already had 
exceeded early-season expectations. 

Ball State had a chance to regain the 
serve, when Jackson put her face on 
the floor to keep the ball alive. The 
Gophers got the point, and they were 
rolling again. Dahl, Foesch and 
Schintz also were hitting the floor 
last night, keeping the ball alive, and 
then the season. The NCAA field has 
been reduced to 32, and now the 
Gophers play at No. 4-rated Cal­
Santa Barbara on Sunday. 

It would take a monumental upset at 
Santa Barbara, but there is a chance 
the Gophers will be host for the 
Mideast Regional next week at 
Williams Arena. Otherwise, the era 
of the women's teams playing in the 
cavernous basketball barn is over, 
and the volleyball, basketball and 
gymnastics teams will _be moving 
next door to compete m the new 
Sports Pavilion. 

Followers of the Gophers already 
have been impressed with the new 
Mariucci Arena and with the 
remodeled Williams Arena. Th_e . 
Sports Pavilion - th~ old M~ucc1 
- might be the most 1mpress1ve 
facility of the three. The total ta~ for 
these new and remodeled athletic 
arenas is $41 million. It is astounding 
what the men's athletic department 
and other contributing parties have 
received for their money. 

Last night, before the volleyball 
game, women's athletic director 
Chris Voelz took a photographer next 
door to the Sports Pavilion. A 

'· 

reporter came along. It is spectacular, 
with the whitewashed brick walls and 
the twin, high-tech scoreboards wit)t 
the Ms. logos, and the two huge 
locker rooms, and the spectators club 
that oversees the courts. Literally, ,• 
Voelz was shaking as she showed off 
this new S. 700-seat home for 
women's athletics. -'-

".f 
A couple of hours later, the Gophei· -~ 
had advanced to the second round 
the NCAA volleyball tournament. -~ 
Voelz is far from free of controve:1! 
with fired gymnastic coaches Katar 
and Gabor Deli still involved in l -
proceedings, but these are giddy .~ 
times for a women's athletic ~• 
depanment that was troubled for so,! 
~~ ~ 

I 
The basketball program has started'· 
to climb from the depths of the Big,.. 
Ten. The gymnastics coach, Jim 
Stephenson, is a firebrand. And , 
Stephanie Schleuder - after gettin1 
caught dreadfully short of talent 
three years ago - has brought the , 
Gophers back to a high level in 
volleyball. 

That level could continue to elevate: 
next fall. The irrepressible Jackson -~ 
will have to be replaced, but she is .., 
the only senior on this talented team, . 
and Bloomington Jefferson's Becky-~ 
Bauer is coming in as a highly touted 
setter. ~ ... 
A good part of the fun last night w~ 
watching the Gophers' enthusiasticJ 
celebrations after their successes. v 
Olhausen, the sophomore from ,, 
Lakeville, is terrific at hitting, and ... 
she js even beUe,a,tN-~ :. 

l 

"We'll get a few chains and a gold :· 
tooth, and you can be the Neon 
Deion of volleyball/' someone said.., 
to her. Olhausen covered her head l 
and laughed. A 

,t 
Put Highglow Heidi and her pals in:1 
that sparkling Sports Pavilion, and : 
Minnesota volleyball could be a ·: 
glitzy attraction. That's next fall. Fo1 
now, Sue Jackson's career continue1, 

--1 



U digs 
Heidi's 
hitting. 
Gophers sweep 
~~M,~pener 
CHARLEY HALLMAN STAFF WRITER 

I -

Heidi Olhausen UP NEXT 
had 12 kills, hit Gophers at 1:. 

. 409 and, more im-
portantly, inter- Cal-Santa .· 
rupted a streak of Barbara, 8 p.m. : 
~r serving in the Sunday ._­
third game, leading Minnesota to a 16·0 
15-11, 15-9 victory over Ball State in mi 
NCAA first-round volleyball matcb 
Wednesday night at Williams Arena. .' 

· Olhausen, the frequent choice of setter 
Sue Jackson early, had four kills as Min­
nesota ran up a 9-2 lead. The Gophers 
closed out the opening game with ·~-a 
three-point run, the last one an ace bv 
Jackson. ~ 

Minnesota's first-game dominance 1'dld 
some. damage to our hitters mentally ,, 
~ardinals coach Randy Litchfield said. 
We started making a lot of unforced 

errors." 
Another significant factor in the Go­

ph~rs' 23r~ victory in 32 matches was 
their blocking. Jean Schintz had a career­
high 11 blocks. "We've been on such ·a 
roll that we hadn't been challenged 
much," Litchfield said. "We decided to 
concentrate on containing (Gophers 
freshman) Katrien DeDecker. We did ·a 
very good job at that, especially eariy, 
but that opened the outside for Minneso­
ta." 

The Gophers advanced to a second­
round match at fourth-ranked California­
Santa Barbara at 8 p.m. CST Sunday. The 

VOLLEYBALL CONTINUED ON 8D ► 

'Gauchos are 28-3. 
"They're very, very good defensively," Minnesota· 

coach Stephanie Schleuder said. "They're very de­
serving of being ranked fourth." 

But, as Gophers outside hitter Heidi Foesch said 
"Anything can happen, and our whole team feels that 
way." 

Schleuder ex- aau state & 11 9 
plained why she Mlnneaota 15 15 15 

feels confidence Ball stat e K E TA sA TB DG 
carter 1 1 e o 2 4 

in her team Hadom 3 4 13 O O 2 

head· g to the Herode 7 7 21 0 3 3 1D Hoeltke 7 3 14 o 3 2 • 
West Coast. "I Gardemann 3 3 14 0 O 5 

th. k th B' Knecht 8 1 o 30 o 2 B 1D e lg Zielinski 3 2 9 O O 5 
Ten level of stevens O O 1 0 0 5 

V. Papaleo 1 2 6 0 0 1 
play has risen Stanley 1 1 s • o 1 2 
tremendously Total• 34 33 121 o 11 37 

the past few Minneaota K E TA SA TB DG 
Olhausen 12 3 22 1 2 3 

years. We have Jackson 3 0 5 1 7 6 

kt 
Pearman o O o O o 5 

no wea earns oah1 a o 13 o 6 13 
and it's a strug- Foesch 7 6 26 0 5 8 Schlntz 9 7 24 0 It 8 
gle every week. Callahan O O O O O 1 

I'd have to say ~~~~ 0 
• ~ o o o 1 

that top to bot- Total• ~~ 23 1:f i J 4~ 

tom
. the Big Assists - Ball State 29 (Carter 29), Minnesota 45 
, (JackSOn 39). Team blockS- Ball State 6, Minnesota 

Ten is the stron- 18. Time - 1:15. Attendance - 1,694. 

1 
. Le1end: K-kills, E-em>fS, TA-total attacks, gest eague 1D SA-service aces, TB-total blockS, CG-digs • 

the country. 
"That's what has gotten us to this stage and I think 

that's going to help us in California. We're happy to 
be going to Santa Barbara." 

Schleuder described her team as "very, very ath­
letic, and another encouraging factor is we can now 
follow a game plan." 

According to Jackson, Minnesota's plan against' 
Ball State, the Mid-American Conference champion, 

· "was to run away from the middle and let Heidi 
Olhausen hit the ball a lot from the right side. It 
worked. Heidi had a great night." 

"I wasn't about to let anything get in the way of 
our going to California," Olhausen said. "I think this 
team deserves a chance to play against the best in 
the country." 

Schleuder was worried about the Cardinals' Sharon ~ 
Knecht, who had 382 kills entering Wednesday's 
match. "We knew we had to stop No. 15," Schleuder 
said. The Gophers responded by stuffing Knecht, who 
had eight kills but 10 errors and hit a minus-.067. 

Minnesota had good balance in the hitting depart­
ment. Backing up Olhausen's 12 kills were DeDecker 
with 11, Schintz with nine, Gretchen Dahl with eight 
and Foesch with seven. 

"I thought we were a little tight, not as loose or 
fluid as we were in beating (nationally ranked) Penn 
State and Ohio State last weekend," Schleuder said. 
"But we played hard, and that made a big differ-
ence." 

The victory was the 12th in the past 13 matches for 
the Gophers, who are in postseason play for the 
second straight year. Minnesota finished third in the 
32-team National Invitation tournament in 1992. 

Ball State, 18-0 in its conference, finished the sea­
son 26-5. 
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Minnesota setter Sue Jackson, left, and a teammate have a hand In the Gophers' NCAA tournament first-round victory as 
they block a spike attempt by Ball State's Sharon Knecht. Jackson had seven blocks, 39 assists and a service ace. 



~u' volleyball team's miss~on: Gaining .-respf.!Ct 
By John Gilbert 
S1affWri1cr\£\b \L-~- <t~ 
To the NCAA. it's a second-round 
match in the national volleyball tour­
nament. But to the Gophers, it's 
something of a crusade. 

Nobody is considering the Gophers 
to be anything but a long shot when 
they challenge host Cal-Santa Barba­
ra today. The Gophers themselves 
arc realistic about the challenge. but 
it cannot tarnish their newfound con­
fidence. 

"Everybody thinks Minnesota will go 
there and get blown out." sophomore 
Heidi Olhauscn said Friday before 
the team left for California. "In my 
two years. we've never been up 
against a powerhouse like this. Obvi­
ously they've got a good program ... 
but the way we've been playing in 
practice. we all feel like anything can 
happen." 

Olhauscn. whose spirited play pro­
vided some of the ignition for the 
Gophers· blast-off and three-game 
sweep over Ball State on Wednesday, 
has listened to coach Stephanie 
Schleuder express pride in the fact 

NCAA division I volleyball tournament 

Second round 1 
Results Saturday 
MIDEAST REGIONAL 
Penn State def. N. llllnols 15-5. 

15-8. 15-8 
WEST REGIONAL 
Southern Cal at Slanlord. 1818 

:J~'l:i'ofJ·:lrvu. ,.18 
Florida def. Houston 15-10, 15-10, 

15-8 
Texas def. Texas A&M 15-10, 15· 

3. 15-8 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL 
Geo. Washington at Long Beach 

St.,lata 

Matches today 
MIDEAST REGIONAL 
Gophers (23·9) at Cal.-Santa Bar• 

bara(28-3) 
lllnols (18-12) at Colorado (25-5) 
Nebraska (25-5) at Notre Dame 
(25-5) 

WEST REGIONAL 
Arizona ( 19-10) at Arizona St. (20-

7) 
New Mexico (18-10) al UCLA (28-

1) 

SOUTH REGIONAL 
Tennessee (18-12) at Georgia (28· 

5) 
Duke (29-2) al Kentucky (29-3) 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL 
Idaho (24·5) at Ohio St. (23-5) 
Pacific (20-9) at Ronda St. (24-9) 
Wisconsin (19-12) at Hawaii (17• 

10) 

I Regional semifinals] 
Matches Thursdoy 
MIDEAST REGIONAL 
Gophars/UCSB winner vs. Notre 

Dama/Nebraska winner . 
Penn Stale (28-4) vs. llllnols/Co­

torado winner 
SOUTH REGIONAL 
Texas (30-2) vs. Kentucky/Duka 

winner 
Gaor9la/Tennessea winner vs. 

Florida (31·3) 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL 
G.Washlngton/L.Beach St. win• 

nar vs. Ohio St.lldaho winner 
Pacific/Florida St. winner vs. 

Hawaii/Wisconsin winner 
WEST REGIONAL 
UCLA/New Mexico winner vs. 

Stanfo,d/Southern Cal winner 

Arizona St.I Arizona: winner v,. 
BYU/Washlngton s~ winner 

1 Re.s_ional finals 
Sunday,Dec.1i 
MIDEAST REGIONAL 
Semifinal winners 
SOUTH REGIONAL I 
Semifinal winners ' 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL 
Samlllnal winners 
WEST REGIONAL 
Semifinal winners 

}Finai fout.-.ii: ,i.• ·:::, 'l 
Thursday, Dec.,16 
SEMIFINALS 
Al M1dl1on, Wl1. . 
West champion vs. Mideast 

champion ' 
Northwest champion, vs. South 

champion 

Saturday, Dec.18 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Semifinal winners 

that the Gophers have rebuilt them­
selves to this level primarily with 
homestate Minnesota talent. 

Schleuder said. "But it excited me 
that the heart and soul of our team is 
from Minnesota. It says a lot for the 
talent level of volleyball being played 
in Minnesota, and for the job [assis­
tant coach] Vivian Langley bas done 
in. identifying the talent." 

"There is no question that we have 
some exceptional players, like Ka­
trien DeDecker [from Belgium] and 
Sue Jackson [from Michigan]," 

Schleuder also said the te_am gained 
some valuable experience by advanc-, 
ing through the National lnvitationa.l 
Volleyball Tournament last sprint!\, 
and she noted steady improveme·nt 
by the team this season. 

Olhausen says the improvement has 
been so dramatic that the team has 
advanced far beyond what the sum of 
the parts might suggest. "Volle;yball 
is such a team sport," Olhause? said. 
"We knew we had it in us, but we've 
kind of surprised ourselves :.it how 
weli we're playing. We haven't got 
one weak link. If the other te:am keys 
on Katrien, we've got others _io go to. 

"And we're definitely on fire now. 
We didn't win the Big Ten, and we're 
sick of people saying we were good 
because we came so clo·se. It's not 
enough for us just to get to the 
NCAA now. We want Minnesota to 
be known nationally -- and not to 
say 'Minnesota's got an OK pro­
gram: but to say 'Minnesota's got a 
great program." 

The turning point in the season for 
the Gophers was, strangely enough, a 
three-match losing s.trcak in October. 

Minnesota had won three in a row 
before losing a t•ough, five-game 
match to Illinois a·1 Williams Arena. 
The Gophers outp"tayed the Illini for 
much of the matc"h, winning the sec­
ond and third games, but let the 
victory slip away with a few errors of 
exuberance. 

Next, however/ the Gophers went on 
the road nni/i lost in four-game 
matches at looth Wisconsin and 
Northwestern. 

Most of the players look back on that 
stretch as thr~ low point of the season. 
However, ~.chleuder said, "If I had 
to reflect. if it hadn't been for those 
two horrib'le losses at Wisconsin and 
Northwestern, I don't know if we 
would ha•~e gotten to where we are 
now." 

It was after those losses that 
Schleud.er switched Jean Schintz to 
the ins'ide and Heidi Foesch to the 
outside, and the Gophers took off, 
winning 12 of 13 matches, with the 
only loss at Illinois. 

That's enough of a surge to satisfy 
almost any team, but the Gophers 
insi!;t they want more. 



_·u depends 
::on Foesch 
:acrobatics 
•: Soph from Hector 

a factor in NCAA 
fas::, ,z.-~, · q 3, 

• CHARLEY HALLMAN STAFF WRITER 

. H . _SANTA BARBARA, CALIF. 

e 1 d 1 Minnesota at 
Foesch is Califomia-Santa 
"the Natu- Barbara 
ral," the kid s p.m. t~ay, 
from the I NCAA 
small town, tournament 
discovered second rour.d 
almost by 
accident. who found hersel; ques­
tioning her ability and her experi­
ence before finally discovering she 
truly does belong. 

She grew up in Hc,ctor, a small 
Minnesota town west of the Twin 
Cities on Highway 212, the two­
lane blacktop that runs along the 
Minnesota River to Granite Falls, 
Renville and Montevideo. 

Foesch,. now a soph!)IJl!lre at 
Minnesota, has become the Go­
phers volleyball team's top acro­
bat on the floor. The 5-foot-11 

• Foesch can hit over the top of an 
opposing block. "In this game, 
there's one word for a player who 
can do that: Wow," coach Stephan­
le :Schleuder said. "Heidi really is 
an· athlete." 

:ronight, the Gophers meet 
fourth-ranked California-Santa 
Barbara (28-3) in a second-round 
NCAA match. Minnesota earned 
its ticket west by dumping Mid­
American Conference champion 
Ball State in three quick games at 
Williams Arena on Wednesday 
night. 
. "We know Santa Barbara has ,, 
great team," Foesch said, "but we 
believe we can play with anyone 
based on what we have done re­
cently." 

Minnesota (23-9) has won 12 of 
its past 13 matches after Schieu­
der's "big switch." 

The switch, involving Foesch 
and Jean Schintz, came following 
a disastrous road trip to Wisconsin 
and Northwestern. Minnesota, 
which walloped both teams l?:E:r. 
lost two tight matches. "We str'.!;,:-

SCOTT Tlll<U~HI/ PIC'~EER PRES~ 

Gophers volleyball coach Stephanll.l Schleuder. left, says of the abilities of Heidi Foesch: Wow. 

gled with making the switch," 
Schleuder said. "We clearly nee~­
ed to have a more balanced line­
up. We wera using Heidi in the 
middle and Schintz outside, and 
Jean was having a tough time. 

"We gave Heidi Jean's role out­
side and Jean Heidi's position in­
side, and since then, Heidi is hit­
ting 100 points higher than she 
was and Jean is hitting more than 
100 points higher. It benefited both 
players l\nd was a big boost for 
our team." 

Schleuder recalled her introduc­
tion to Foesch a few years age,. 
"Foesch had come to our volley­
ball camp wnen she w:1s going into 
1ot1, gradE:. I thr,u;;r.i she was a 
great athlet;: •.~irh a good work 
ethic - wit, a nice jump." 

Scnieuder 1,as imJcyed watc.:ning 
Foesch's development at Mmneso­
ta. "Clearly, she was awed whe:r, 
she first came in." Schleuder said. 
"Heidi is a pretty soft-spoken ner­
son and we bave a lot of asseruve. 
confident kids who sort of over­
whelmed her. It didn't help when 
she pulled a hamstring the week 
after we llpened camp a year 
ago." . 

Foe~c:i :,dtni!, shE: was tnun:ier­
struc:; ~ee17 ·; bif-tJ!';'l"' voliey:iz.:; 

for the first timE:. "I'd never seen 
the sport played so good or so 
quick,"· she said. '"I was in awe, 
and in the back of ITIY mind I 
considered mvself so much farther 
behind the other freshmen in expe­
rience and didn't know whether I 
could catch up.'' 

Although he:- Buffalo Lake-Hec:­
tor consoUdated team had m::?.de it 
to the state tournament in her 
sophomore year <finishing third), 
Foesch had little exposure. Mmne­
sota. Tennessee, Kansas State. 
Montana State and others came 
callinr. with scholarship ofiers 
based la:-gely what she did outside 
of high school. 

"l think people saw me p!ayi1:; 
!o:- tnE-Chaska ciu;, team.'' Fo~s.~1: 
sai:!. "I used to commute !11; r:-:'.:c.: 
each way to pract:ce tnre~ un:ies -
week. getting a le: of upper-,evel 
experience:· 

Foesch started to play a lot for 
Minnesota in the final stretches of 
the 199:? season. esoecially at the 
National Invitational Tournament 
in Kansas Cn·,. "I played a lot 
until I hurt mv· shoulder." she said. 
"That experie'nce gave me a lot of 
confidence." _ 

S!lP h.: s h&.' 24•) ldi!:- an-4 2~P 
1!g::, :i~!; ~ea!S~.'. '"I; !-')~; IJP£l!' lUi: 

watching her emerge, not only as 
a hitter but as a defensive player 
and a blocker,'' Schleuder said. 

Schleuder said Foesch "could be 
the trigger wE: neea to win" at 
Santa Barbara. 

The Gauchos are led bv two su­
perb piayers. Anna-Lisa Franca of 
Brazil and middle hitter Kim 
Keys. "Both are dominant play­
ers," Schleuder said. 

The winner of tonight's match 
takes on the winner of tonight's 
match between Nebraska ( 25-5 1 

and Notre Dame ( also 25-5 \ in th•. 
Mideast Re!!ionals on Thursday. 

"We're difiniteiy not iooking be­
yond this match," Foesch said. "Ii 
will be fun ti: !'.'lay a top-ranke.:: 
,f!oi!:. om we·•:~ phiyed others anc 
re~entlv we , • .-.;--bo~h Penn Stat'. 
iratea • sevrnJ•, and Ohio Stat(' 
(ran!:e~ 15th). so we are c.:onfiden: 
we can play with just about any­
one.'' 

Briefiy 
• Sama Barbara has beaten the 

Gophers in lour of five ·previou~ 
matclles, although thi! last tim~ 
the two played, Sept. 9, 1988. Mir·­
ne~:it~. wor 15--. 15-n. 1~-15 
iil-~5. 1::-L 
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GOPHERS 3, CAL-SANTA BARBARA 2 
~ .• .. · .• : 

The Gophers wlll 
play Notre Dame 
next In a regional 
that also 
Includes 

Gophers spike 
Santa Barbara 

Colorado and 
Penn State. The 
NCAA today WIii 
announce the 
regional site, for 
which Minnesota 
put In a bid. If 

CHARLEY HALLMAN STAFF WRITER fft,~ \'Z,_-\o-q:\ 

the regional were 
to be awarded to 
Minnesota, It 
likely would be 
played Thursday 
and Friday. 

S SANTA BARBARA, CALIF. 
ue Jackson's only kill·of the match came at match point and 

lifted the University of ~esota volleyball team to a 13-15, 
15-7, 5-15, 16-14, 15-10 triumph over fourth-ranked California­
Santa Barbara on Sunday night, moving the Gophers into the 
NCAA's Sweet Sixteen. : 

Jackson's over-the-top kill culminated a startling comeback 
for the unranked Gophers, who won their 13th match in their 
past 14 and improved their record to 24-9. 

"I'd had a chance for a similar kill earlier in the match and 

. .. . ' 

VOLLEYBALL into its own." 
Sehleuder's counterpart was fel-

.., CONTINUED FROM 10 low veteran Kathy Gregory. They 
entered the match with a com-

passed it up:" said Jackson, a se-· - bined 1,001 NCAA ·victories. Min­
Dior setter from Kalamazoo nesota's win was Schleuder's 
Mich., who became the second ~ 540th. 
pher to pass the 5,000-assist pla- "Minnesota, in the end, hit high­
teau early in the match and to- er than us and were the better 
_ taled 45 for the five games. team,". an obviously disappointed 

The Gophers will play Notre Gregory said. "It's hard for me to 
Dame next in a regional that also analyze this quickly after being 
includes Colorado and Penn state. one point away from winning the 
The NCAA today will announce match in the fourth game, then 

. the regional site, for which Minne- having the team come back and 
I sota put in a bid. If the regional beat us. 
were to be awarded to Minnesota, "l guess one thing you might say 
it likely would be played Thursday is we weren't mentally ready to 
and Friday; handle the pressure. Minnesota 

In the fourth game, the Gophers was tougher, more relaxed." 
bad to stave off two match points With about 1,200 fans on hand, 
and trailed 14-11 when they began the Gauchos showed toughness 
a run of five consecutive points to early. They blocked Katrien De-

! win the game. Decker at game point to win the 
"I didn't want it to end like first game 15-13. 

that,'' Jackson· said, referring to Minnesota came back to wallop 
the brink of Minnesota's season Santa Barbara in the second 
ending. "We've gone through this game, using a strong serving game 
many times before and we've been to win 15-7. But the Gauchos 
able to come back like that." quickly went on the attack ·in the 

Coach Stephanie Schleuder was third, winning 15-7 and appearing 
elated with the victory over the ready to close out the Gophers. 
Gauchos (28-4). The Gophers jumped ahead 7-2 

"We showed a lot of character," in the fourth game before a dis­
Schleuder said. "I'm· so • proud "!e puted call turned the tables to­
persisted. It was a wonderful wm ward Santa Barbara, who won 12 
for our program. 

"It actually feels like the moons : 
and heavens are coming into 
alignment for this ~m. It's come 

Minnesota 13 H & 18 15 
UC Santa Barbara ti 7 H 14 10 

Mlnnnota K E TA SA DO 19 
Olhausen ........ 3 5 14 1 11 7 
Flamengo ........ 1 2 10 0 1 0 
Jackson .......... 1 2 10 0 7 3 
Callahan .......... 0 0 0 .. 0 ·o 0 
Wakefteld ........ 2 2 7 2 8 1 
OeDecker ........ 21 9 61 0 7 2 
Peannan .......... o 0 1 0 9 0 
Dahl ........... . 6 2 14 0 3 4 
Foesch .......... 14 6 39 1 17 6 
McKlbbon .... .... 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Schlntz .......... 12 3 30 3 4 '·9 
Totala ......... . 59 2" 178 7 87 32 

UC Santa Barbara K l TA SA DO TB 
Kons ............ 3 1 9 1 9 I 
COll!ns .......... 9 4 21 2 14 3 
Stiner ............ 9 4 21 0 0 5 
Mortensen ..... ... 0 0 0 o. 0 0 
Melxsell ...... .... 0 0 0 1 7 0 
Keys .• . .......... 6 0 10 0 3 .2 
Aboyme .......... 3 5 12 0 6 .5 
C. Boehle ....... . 4 0 7 I 14 5 
J. Boehle .......... 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Franca .......... 19 10 57 2 10 6 
Haas ............ 12 8 '33 I JO I 
Wlthnngton ........ O 0 0 0 7 0 
Totala ......... . 82 34 178 8 80 28 

AHim - Minnesota 48 (JackSon 45), UC Santa 
Barbara 54 (C. Boehle 50). Btock aoloa - Minnesota 
I (Schlntz I), UC Santa Barbara 3 (COiiins, Stiner. 
Aboyme 1). Att.-567. 

Leland:. K-kllls, E-enors, TA-total attacks, 
SA-setVice aces, DG-dlgs, TB-total bloeks. 

of the next 16 points. But then a 
Gauchos serving problem gave the 
Gophers a side out. And with that 
hope, Minnesota got to the final 
game - then won in rally scoring, 
taking advantage of strong serv­
ing, blocking and returning. 

If the Gophers are host to the 
regional, tickets would go on sale 
by noon today at $7 and $12 per 
package, said Minnesota associate 
athletic director Donna Olson. 



Another volleyball upset 
., 

Gophers surprise top-seeded Cal-Santa Barbara 
B1· Lisa Nehus Saxon 
Special to thc Star Tribune 

Goleta.Calif. Ti 1\:) \l.~\i;-q~ 
Minncsota scnior scttcr Sue Jackson 
told hcr tcammates carlicr in thc cvc­
ning that shc was going to go for thc 
kill during Sunday night's vollcyball 
match. And shc made good on hcr 
word. spiking home a winner that 
st·nt thc Gophers to a I 3-15. 15-7. 5-
15. 16-14. 15-10 victory over top­
seeded Cal-Santa Barbara in the sec­
ond round of the NC~..\ Mideast 
Region. 

A seller coming up with a big hit to 
finish off a big victory? 

Indeed. it was an improbable finish 
and an improbable victory. Did any­
one expect anything else from the 
Gophers ( 24-9)? 

The, ·ve d.:feated three teams ranked 
15th or higher in the past 10 days. 
and now are primed to face Notre 
Dame (26-5) in the semifinal round 
of the Mideast Regional.. 

The site and date of thc regional 
semifinal and final have not been 

'U' volleyball/ Jackson 
gets 5, 000th career assist 
Continued from page IC own gym where the crowd was root­

ing for us. 
said. "I think this team is capable of 
a lot more." "I don't want 10 say choke. but ... " 

The Gauchos (28-4). ranked fifth in The Gauchos never were able to re- Jackson 

determined. but an NCAA spokes­
woman said Sundav that the matches 
will be held at the Universitv of Min­
nesota on Thursday and Friday. 

The way things have been going for 
the Gophers. plan 10 buv those ticl--­
cts today. This team is ·enjoying an 
incredible streak. winning its last 
eight matches and 13 of its last 14. 

"It just feels like the moons and the 
heavens are moving into alignment." 
Gophers coach Stephanie Schleuder 

•u· ,·olleyball continued on page I OC 

Schleuder 

Gophersmcor.ecard · , 
Cal.-Santa Barbara ......... 15 7 15 14 10 
Gophers ................................ 13 15 5 16 15 
CAL.·S. BARBARA GOPHERS 

KABD KABD 
Kens 3 2 O 9 Olnausen 3 2 7 11 
Collins 6 0 3 14 F,amengo O O O 1 
S1,ner 9 0 5 0 Jackson O 45 3 7 
Meixsen O O O 7 Wakel"'ld 2 O 1 8 
Keys 6 1 0 3 OeOeeker 21 0 2 7 
AbOyme 3 o 2 6 Pearman o o O 9 
C. Boehle 4 so 2 14 Dahl 6 0 4 3 
Franca 19 1 5 10 Fooscn 14 O 4 17 
Haas 12 O 1 10 Schantz 12 1 6 4 
Withr>ngton O O O 7 
Totals 62 S<I 23 ao Total• 58 48 28 67 
Otticials-Denms Gooaw1n. Jim Olson. Tlme--2:10. 

A·=567. ·.. • 'ihe· niost recent ·coachcqio11."arc·n·1 • cover.· • - • - .... • • 
prepared to dispute that point. When the ball hit the floor. Jackson 

Led bv outside hitter Jean Schintz was mobbed by her teammates. 
Santa Barbara came within 6 inches 
of winning this match before suffer­
ing a heart-rending loss. 

and m·iddle hitter Heidi Foesch. the 
Gophers rallied from a 5-3 deficit to "l still can't stop smiling." Schintz 
take a 9-5 lead in the fifth and decid- said. 
ing game. 

The Gauchos blew two match-point 
opportunities in the fourth game and 
never seemed to recover. 

The Gophers had little trouble p~t­
ting the finishing touches 10 this nc­
tory. 

With Santa Barbara ahead 14-11 
Gauchos senior outside hiller Beth 
Kohs served wide. That sideout gave 
the Gophers a second chance. and 
they made the most of it. rallying to 
win the fourth game. 16-14. 

Freshman middle hiller Katrien De­
Decker had a team-high 21 kills. 
Jackson had 45 assists. enabling her 
to become the second player in 
school historv to log 5.000 career 
assists. She also had one big kill. 

"It's hard for me to analyze." Santa 
Barbara coach Kathy Gregory said. 
"It's hard for me to answer whv at 
14-11 we'd serve a ball out in ·our 

"l told everybody today in practice 
that I was going 10 get a kill," Jack­
son said. "And I got it." 

NCAA Division I volleyball ·tournament • " 

!Second round -
Results Sunday 
MIDEAST REGIONAL 
Gophers del. Cal.-Sanla BarOara 

1~15, 15-7. 5-15. 16-14. 15-10 
Notre Dame def. Nebraska 15-11. 

15,10. 15-8 ~mv~t~~6~~'i,°lo<ado (25,5) 

Anzona de!. Arizona Stale 15-15. 
15-7. 5-15, 15-9. 15-11 

UCLA dot. Now Mexico 15-8. 15-
3. 15-6 

SOtrrH REGIONAL °\';~
1
rt. Kentucky 15-12. 15·9. 

G~~t~t.'is-,~~nnessee 1!>-3. 15· 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL 
Ohio State de!, Idaho 7-15, 15-6. 

16-14, 15-2 
Pacitic dot, Flo<lda St. 15-6. 15-

17, 15-6. 15-9 
w;~•ln (19-12) at Hawaii (17• 

Results Saturday 
MIDEAST REGIONAL 

Penn State def. N. Illinois 1 S-5. 
15-8.15-8 

WEST REGIONAL egt
1
"
5
".'

6
.Y
1
o
5
~~l ~;~ wash1ng1on 

Stanford del. Southern Cal 15-11. 
15-7. 13-15. 15-5 

SOtrrH REGIONAL 
Florida def. Houston 15-10. 15-10, 

15-8 
Texas de!. Texas A&M 15-10. 15· 

3. 15-8 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL 
Long Beech SI. dot. George 

Washington 15-3. 15•8. 15•5 

!Regional semifinals 
Matches Thursday 
MIDEAST REGIONAL 
Gopners (24-9) vs. Notre Dame 
Penn State (28-4) vs. llhno1s1Co-

1orado winner 
SOUTH REGIONAL 
Texas (30-2) vs. Duke winner 

~~~f ~;~Il:~~~g~·tL 
~~~.:::~~:!;!~~~!s~~~~0

w~~--
ner 

WEST REGIONAL 
UCLA vs. Stanlord (22·6) 
An:ona vs. Brigham Young {27•21 

Regional finals 
Sunday, Dec. 12 
MIPEAST REGIONAL 
Se·1'\1hna1 winners 
SOUTH REGIONAL 
SeTllhnal winners 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL 
Sel'rllfmal winners 
WEST REGIONAL 
Swn1hnal winners 

Final four 
Thursday, Dec. 16 
SEMIFINALS 
At Madlaon, Wia. 
Wast champion vs. Mideast 

cl'lampt0n 
No"nwest champion vs. Soutn 

a-iamp10n 

Saturday, Dec. 18 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Stmihnal winners 

"I think it's the most exciting win 
I've had since I've been at Minneso­
ta." Schleuder said. 

It's important to note that. for 
Schleuder and the Gophers. the sea­
son isn't over. 

During the past IO days. the Gophers 
have defeated No. 14 Ohio State. No. 
7 Penn State and No. 5 UC Santa 
Barbara. Who·s next? 

"I think this will give them a big 
lift." Gregory said of the Gophers. ··1 
think they·re playing well. They can 
be a dark horse and get to the Final 
Four. They proved a lot tonight." 
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Gophers 
to be hosffi 
o!

5
!~imonal 

CHARLEY HAUMAN STAFF WRITER 

Aiter riding a 
string of upsets to 
the NCAA volley­
ball sweet sixteen, 
the University of 
Minnesota • got 
more good news on NCAA 

- Monday. The Go- VOLLEYBALL 
• phers will be hosts REGIONAL 

of the Mideast Re-
gional on Thursday at WIiiiams 
and Friday at Wil- Arena 
Iiams Arena. ■ Colorado vs. 

In • the regional, Penn St., 6 p.m. 
No. 9 Colorado Thursday 

• .(26-5)-will play No.- -~ Gqphers vs •. 
. 7 Penn State (28-4) Notre Dame, 

at 6 p.m. Thursday, 8 p.m. Thursday 
and No. 17 Notre ■ Championship, 
Dame (26-7) will 7:30 p.m. Friday 

• play the unranked phers (24-9) at 8 
p.m. 

. Friday, the regional final will take 
place at 7:30 p.m., with the winner ad­
vancing to the NCAA final four at Madi­
son, Wis., Dec. 16-18. 

. Tickets are on sale at the Mariucci 
Arena box office. Prices range from $7 
to $12 for all three matches. 

The Gophers players and staff re­
turned from Santa Barbara, Calif., early 
Monday morning after defeating fourth­
! ranked and Big West co-champion Call­
,fomia-Santa Barbara 13-15, 15-7, 5-15, 
16-14, 15-10 Sunday night. 

"If I had to name my favorite for the 
Mideast Regional, I'd have to name Min­

,. nesota," Santa .Barbara coach Kathy 
•: ~regory said. "They're playing very well 

right DOW. And they can beat Notre 
Dame. 

"They could be a dark horse, even if 
they reached the final four." 

VOLLEYBALL CONTINUED ON 4F ► 

--------· • ··•·· • -- . --·· -- I 

-VOLLEYBALL 
T CONTINUED FROM 1F 

Gophers coach Stephanie Schleuder, after a day to 
reflect on the upset, one of a string of dramatic 
recent victories (Minnesota has won 13 of its past 
14), said, "I looked over the play-by-play on the way 
back from California today and Jean Schintz had 
some real key moments for us, serving, blocking and 
hitting, in the final two games. 

"Heidi Foesch played great in spurts, Katrien De­
Decker had some brilliant moments, Sue Jackson set 
very well again for us, and Conya Wakefield was 
very instrumental in the win. She came in and got 
some key services points and even had some kills. 

"In the final game, we had three freshmen on the 
court - Wakefield, DeDecker and Sarah Pearman -
and all were instrumental in our winning. Pearman 
had some great digs." 

Schleuder said she knows absolutely nothing about 
Notre Dame, but the Gophers split two matches with 
Penn State and lost to Colorado early in the season. 

"We're going to get ·a tape in tomorrow to look at 
Notre Dame," she said. "Then we'll break it down 
and go over it with the full squad. Because of final 
exams this week, we're going to have to practice at 
some pretty strange times, but the kids are into it. 
They're ready." 

Notre Dame's losses this season came to Kentucky, 
Arizona State, Arizona, Long Beach State, . Pacific, 
Brigham Young and Santa Clara. 

The . lrish. use.d nine playe~ in ~usting_ eighth­
ranked Nebraska - but only six of them played" a lot. • 
"That means we don't have to prepare for a lot of 
people,'' Schleuder said. "But that also means Notre 
Dame bas six people that are very good." 

Penn State is one of only five schools to participate 
in all 13 NCAA volleyball tournaments, and it has 
advanced to the Mideast Regionals the past four 
years. 

The Lions won the Big Ten title and were 17-1 at 
home ~ season. Five Penn State players were 
named to the all-conference team, including junior 
setter Sallma Davidson, who was the conference 
MVP. Others picked were middle blocker Saundi 
Lamoureaux, outside hitters Jen Reimers, Laura 
Cook and Zeynep Ton. Coach Russ Rose was voted 
Big Ten coach of the year. 

Colorado, making its fourth NCAA tournament ap­
pearance, was an automatic qualifier for the tourney 
by virtue of winning the Big Eight tournament. The 
Buffaloes trounced Illinois to earn a regional berth. 

Colorado suffered all of its losses to nationally 
ranked teams, losing to Long Beach State, Kentucky, 
Pacific, Texas and Nebraska. Colorado also had five 
victories against rated teams - Illinois twice, Ne­
braska twice and Colorado State. 

The Buffaloes' Nicole Vranesh was the MVP of the 
B~g Eig~t tournament. She is the leading setter in Big 
Eight history; she surpassed 5,000 career assists four 
matches ago. 

Minnesota also has a setter with 5 000 career as­
sists in Jackson, who topped the mark in the match 
against Santa Barbara on Sunday night. 



I Trib \1:·1-q1 
. 'U~ to host regional 

i The Gophers.will play hostto·, 
the NCAA volleyball tourna­
ment Mideast Reglooal seml­
fl!'lalS and finals this week 

• :••·~·_-.;, • • • , '-_., _;~• 4 I·.·. _;r.° ." ..• 

. Thursday night/ semlffnala • 
8 p.m.: Penn State (2&-4) vs:·· 
, Colorado (26-5) · -, :\- • • • 
8 p.m.: Gophers (24-9' ·vs. ·· .-

• -Notre Dame _(26-7)-• '- _,. •• • .. 
. ~ • ... "ll.• ! :1 

:9_io~·-~•¥:_~ _ I 

.. 

Notre Dame to visit 'U' 
for volleyball regional 
Minnesota will play host to Notre 
Dame at 8 p.m. Thursday in a 
Mideast Regional semifinal in the 
NCAA Division I volleyball tour­
nament. 

Penn State (28-4) plays Colorado 
(26-5) at 6 p.m. in the first semifi­
nal. Both matches are at Williams 
Arena. The winners will meet at 
7:30 p.m. Friday for a berth in 
next week's final four at Madison, 
Wis. 

The Gophers (24-9) advanced to 
the round of 16 by upsetting Cal­
Santa Barbara. the No. 1 seed in 
the Mideast, in five games Sunday 
night. Notre Dame (26-7) beat Ne­
braska in three games. 

national attention, and shows that 
this team is for real," said Go­
phers women's athletic director 
Chris Voelz. "It's a real compli­
ment to the coaching staff and 
players to see them realizing their 
potential." 

Advance tickets went on sale 
Monday at Mariucci Arena. A 
two-day package is $12 for adults 
and $7 for university students, 
adults 62 and older and young­
sters-age 7 to· I 8. 

Single-day tickets are $7 for adults 
the day of the game and $4 for 
students and senior citizens. Tick­
ets for children 6 or younger are 
$2 per day. 

"The victory over Cal-Santa Bar- Telephone orders can be placed 
bara, which was rated the number through the Gophers ticket office 
4 team in the country, is drawing at 624-8080. 
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