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News ReleaseNews Release

Alan Mart goes full circle from the Army to UMN CrookstonAlan Mart goes full circle from the Army to UMN Crookston

For Alan Mart, class registration day at the University of Minnesota Crookston, took place in AugustFor Alan Mart, class registration day at the University of Minnesota Crookston, took place in August

2009. However, unbeknownst to Mart, that same day he would be recruited to go to the U.S. Army2009. However, unbeknownst to Mart, that same day he would be recruited to go to the U.S. Army

and his life would change forever. Although Mart decided to go to the Army, later in his life heand his life would change forever. Although Mart decided to go to the Army, later in his life he

found his way back to UMN Crookston.found his way back to UMN Crookston.

During his time in the Army, Mart spent most of his time at the duty station in Fort Bliss, Texas. MartDuring his time in the Army, Mart spent most of his time at the duty station in Fort Bliss, Texas. Mart

also completed some basic training in Fort Knox and he did some training missions in Arizona andalso completed some basic training in Fort Knox and he did some training missions in Arizona and

Fort Irwin. Fort Irwin. 

“On Christmas day 2012, we landed in Afghanistan,” recalls Mart, “We were there until the end of August, almost nine months later.”“On Christmas day 2012, we landed in Afghanistan,” recalls Mart, “We were there until the end of August, almost nine months later.”

Mart’s main role while in Afghanistan was sergeant and team leader of his platoon. He was responsible for the wellbeing of sixMart’s main role while in Afghanistan was sergeant and team leader of his platoon. He was responsible for the wellbeing of six

men. “I had to ensure that they were well taken care of and staying in good health,” stated Mart.men. “I had to ensure that they were well taken care of and staying in good health,” stated Mart.

In his role as sergeant, Mart did a lot of reconnaissance, surveillance, target acquisition, and flyingIn his role as sergeant, Mart did a lot of reconnaissance, surveillance, target acquisition, and flying

of helicopters. “I am grateful every single day for my time serving. I learned so much about how toof helicopters. “I am grateful every single day for my time serving. I learned so much about how to

be professional, how to make individual decisions, and how to be an outstanding leader,”be professional, how to make individual decisions, and how to be an outstanding leader,”

mentioned Mart.mentioned Mart.

When Mart got back to the United States after serving in the Army, he found himself lost. He didWhen Mart got back to the United States after serving in the Army, he found himself lost. He did

not know where to go from there, but needed a means to keep himself afloat, so he begannot know where to go from there, but needed a means to keep himself afloat, so he began

working at H N Quality Plumbing in Crookston. “I have a family of mostly trade workers, forworking at H N Quality Plumbing in Crookston. “I have a family of mostly trade workers, for

example my dad is a carpenter, so working in that area has always been familiar to me,” said Mart.example my dad is a carpenter, so working in that area has always been familiar to me,” said Mart.

Fortunately, Mart knew the owners of the plumbing business in town and worked for them for six years.Fortunately, Mart knew the owners of the plumbing business in town and worked for them for six years.

After many years in the plumbing business, Mart decided he wanted to change directions and open up a world of opportunities forAfter many years in the plumbing business, Mart decided he wanted to change directions and open up a world of opportunities for

himself. “After six years, I decided to go back to school to get my degree,” continued Mart. His fiancé, Beth Novak, and the Novakhimself. “After six years, I decided to go back to school to get my degree,” continued Mart. His fiancé, Beth Novak, and the Novak

family all encouraged him to go back to UMN Crookston as they are all proud alumni and knew that Mart would thrive here. “I amfamily all encouraged him to go back to UMN Crookston as they are all proud alumni and knew that Mart would thrive here. “I am

currently majoring in business and management as I hope to own a business someday,” said Mart. currently majoring in business and management as I hope to own a business someday,” said Mart. 

Mart truly believes that his time in the Army prepared him for his future because he had exemplary leadership to look up to andMart truly believes that his time in the Army prepared him for his future because he had exemplary leadership to look up to and

he learned many valuable life lessons while serving. “I feel like I really grew up in the Army and I try to be the responsible,he learned many valuable life lessons while serving. “I feel like I really grew up in the Army and I try to be the responsible,

professional person I learned how to be,” stated Mart. He also found friendships that are hard to find elsewhere. professional person I learned how to be,” stated Mart. He also found friendships that are hard to find elsewhere. 

It may have taken a whirlwind path from 2009 until 2020 to find his way to UMN Crookston, but he would not be nearly as readyIt may have taken a whirlwind path from 2009 until 2020 to find his way to UMN Crookston, but he would not be nearly as ready

for his life ahead of him without his decision to go to the U.S. Army. Eventually Mart found his way back to campus and made afor his life ahead of him without his decision to go to the U.S. Army. Eventually Mart found his way back to campus and made a

second life changing decision that will set him up for a successful future in business. Mart’s story is proof that it is never too late tosecond life changing decision that will set him up for a successful future in business. Mart’s story is proof that it is never too late to

pursue your education and chase your dreams.pursue your education and chase your dreams.

About UMN CrookstonAbout UMN Crookston

One of five campuses in the University of Minnesota System, the University of Minnesota Crookston cultivates curiosity byOne of five campuses in the University of Minnesota System, the University of Minnesota Crookston cultivates curiosity by

engaging students in hands-on learning connecting theory to practice. As the experienced leader in delivering education online,engaging students in hands-on learning connecting theory to practice. As the experienced leader in delivering education online,

the Crookston campus offers a distinctive learning environment providing personal attention and mentorship to develop leaders,the Crookston campus offers a distinctive learning environment providing personal attention and mentorship to develop leaders,

lifelong learners, and engaged citizens. Visit Crookston at lifelong learners, and engaged citizens. Visit Crookston at umcrookston.eduumcrookston.edu 

About UMNAbout UMN

The University of Minnesota System, with campuses in Crookston, Duluth, Morris, Rochester, and the Twin Cities, is driven by aThe University of Minnesota System, with campuses in Crookston, Duluth, Morris, Rochester, and the Twin Cities, is driven by a

singular vision of excellence. We are proud of our land-grant mission of world-class education, groundbreaking research, andsingular vision of excellence. We are proud of our land-grant mission of world-class education, groundbreaking research, and

community-engaged outreach, and we are unified in our drive to serve Minnesota. Learn more at community-engaged outreach, and we are unified in our drive to serve Minnesota. Learn more at system.umn.edusystem.umn.edu

ContactContact

Cassandra MortheraCassandra Morthera

University RelationsUniversity Relations

218-281-8432218-281-8432

News CategoriesNews Categories

News HomeNews Home

News ArchivesNews Archives

Tweet

HomeHome AcademicsAcademics AdmissionsAdmissions  AthleticsAthletics News & EventsNews & Events About UsAbout Us

http://www.myu.umn.edu/
http://onestop.crk.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/coronavirus
http://crk.umn.edu/
http://www.crk.umn.edu/
http://www.d.umn.edu/
http://www.morris.umn.edu/
http://www.r.umn.edu/
http://twin-cities.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/rfi-ab-test-redirect
https://www.myu.umn.edu/psp/psprd/EMPLOYEE/EMPL/s/WEBLIB_IS_AW.ISCRIPT1.FieldFormula.IScript_AssemblePage?AWGroupID=UM_GOLDEN_EAGLE_EXPERIENCE&AWPageID=UM_GOLDEN_EAGLE_EXPERIENCE&AWObjName=UM_GOLDEN_EAGLE_EXPERIENCE_LPG
https://www.crk.umn.edu/alumni-donors
https://www.facebook.com/umncrookston
https://twitter.com/umncrookston
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=21159
https://www.youtube.com/user/UofMCrookston
https://instagram.com/umncrookston/
https://z.umn.edu/crookstonflickr
https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/human-resources
https://events.crk.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/office-registrar/official-academic-calendar
https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/library
https://www.crk.umn.edu/campus-directory
https://www.crk.umn.edu/maps-and-buildings
https://www.crk.umn.edu/general/quick-facts
https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/bookstore
http://www.umcrookston.edu/myu-employee-center
http://mail.umn.edu/
http://www.umcrookston.edu/contact-webmaster
https://system.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/
tel:8008626466
tel:2182816510
mailto:umcinfo@umn.edu
https://www.crk.umn.edu/general/website-privacy
https://www.crk.umn.edu/taxonomy/news/miscellaneous
http://umcrookston.edu/
http://www.system.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news/archive
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crk.umn.edu%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Ebuttonembed%7Ctwterm%5Eshare%7Ctwgr%5E&related=%3ACheck%20it%20out!&text=University%20of%20Minnesota%20Crookston&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.crk.umn.edu%2Fnews%2Falan-mart
https://www.crk.umn.edu/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/academics
https://www.crk.umn.edu/units/admissions
http://www.goldeneaglesports.com/
https://www.crk.umn.edu/news-events
https://www.crk.umn.edu/about-us

