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TWEED MUSEUM 
"Apart at the Seams: Drawings and Paintings by Sylvia Schuster and Allen D. (Big Al) Carter" is 

on display through November 2. 
"Portrait, Identity, Culture: Across Time, Space and Meaning," selections from the permanent col­

lection, is on display through August 10. 
"Ceramics and Drawings," by Dave Lynas will be on display through June 15. 
"Ojibwe Inabandamowin," (Ojibwe Dreams) Drawings by William Wilson are on display through 

May 18. 
The lJMD Art Students' Juried Exhibition will be held through May 11. 
lJMD Senior Student Shows are throughout the year including: Heather Haaland and 

Jerree Small from April 29 - May 4 and Phil McCollam from May 6 - 11. 
For Tweed Museum information go to www.d.umn.edu/tma, contact tma@d.urnn.edu, or call 

726-8222. 

music EVENTS 
All events will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the Weber Music Hall, unless noted. 
The Spring Choral Concert will be held at 3 p.m. on May 4. 
The Jazz Combo Concert will be held on May 7. 
Twin Ports Wind Orchestra: American Masters will be held at 3 p.m. on June 1. 
For more information, call 726-8561 . 

theatre EVENTS 
Dear Finder, a drama about the Holocaust, returns to lJMD ten years after it's premiere. See it at 

7:30 p.m. on April 30-May 3 at the Mainstage Theatre. For more information, call 726-8561. 

athletic EVENTS 

MEN'S BASEBALL 
The lJMD Men's Baseball team will play Augustana at 1 p.m. on May 2, and Augustana (Senior 

Day) at noon on May 3. 
All games are double headers and will be played on campus at Bulldog Park, adjacent to Griggs 
Field. 

WOMEN'S SOFTBALL 
The NCC tournament will be held in Duluth from May 2 through the 4. All games are played at 

the Junction Avenue Field. 
For more information, contact the Athletic Office at 726-7518 or see http://www.umdbulldogs. 

com. 
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EVENTS, faculty and staff 

IDS EVENTS 
Tech Talk, a forum for faculty, is held from noon - 1 

p.m. on May 16 in Griggs Center. To register e-mail LeAne 
Rutherford at lrutherf@d.urnn.edu. 

To register, contact Jason Ellis at jellis2@d.urnn.edu or 
726-6355. 

ITSS ECLASSES AND TRAINING 
The eClass, Cascading Style Sheets 101, runs through 

May 2. For information visit: http://www.d.umn.edu/itss/sup­
port/Training/eclasses/. 

The Self-Paced Training classes, Copyright 101: What is 
Copyright? and Copyright 102: Copyright for Faculty can be 
found at: http://www.d.urnn.edu/itss/support/Training/SPLA/ 
itss.htrnl. 

EVENTS, lectures, workshops 

PLANETARIUM WEDNESDAYS 
The M.W. Alworth Planetarium is offering free, public 

shows every Wednesday at 7 p.m. Upcoming shows include: 
Galaxies and Cosmology on April 30, Stargazing Tonight on 
May 7, and The Arrowhead Astronomical Society will do a 
presentation on May 14. Private shows available by appoint­
ment for groups of 10 or more. For information call 726-7129. 

ALWORTH BROWN BAG LUNCHES 
Events are held at noon in the Library Rotunda. 
"Images of the Divine: The Armenian Church Collections 

of Istanbul" will be presented by Ron Marchese on May 1. 
For information visit www.alworth.org or call 726-7493. 

SPRING GEOLOGY SEMINARS 
Slavik Tulaczyk, associate professor of Earth and 

Planetary Sciences, University of California-Santa Cruz, will 
present "Was Christie Bay of Great Slave Lake a large subgla­
cial lake during glaciations?" at 3:30 p.m. on May 1 in Life 
Science 185. 

For more information contact Cathy Dziuk at 726-8385. 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION SEMINARS 
Kerry Hadiaris, M.Ed. candidate will present "Assessing 

the Usability of the University of Minnesota Extension's Best 
Practices for Field Days Guidebook" 4 p.m. on May S in 
SpHC 208. 

For more information visit: www.d.urnn.edu/~tbeery. 

ASK A SCIENTIST 
The last event of the season will be held from 7-8 p.m. on 

May 7 at Amazing Grace Bakery and Cafe located in Canal 

Park, Duluth, MN. Join a discussion about how information 
moves from research laboratories and academia into the news 
with some of the gatekeepers: Debra Schroeder, a social psy­
chologist with the College of St. Scholastica; Marie Zhuikov, 

. Minnesota Sea Grant communications coordinator; and Mike 
Simonson with KUWS Radio. They will talk about the art, 
the science, and the secrets of science communications. Visit 
www.seagrant.urnn.edu/news/aas for more information. 

DENNIS BRISSETT MEMORIAL LECTURE 
J. Laundergan, Ph.D., professor of sociology in the UMD 

Department of Sociology/Anthropology, is the featured 
speaker at this year's Dennis Brissett Memorial Lecture, which 
will be held at 3 p.m. on May 8 in 130 Med. Laundergan has 
focused on the prevalence of gambling addiction and on trends 
in college student drinking patterns among the three colleges 
in Duluth. Laundergan's 2008 lecture title: "Rationality and 
Happenstance: Life as-----." For more information see:http:// 
www.d.urnn.edu/news/2008/ April/21.htrnl 

SPRING BIOLOGY SEMINARS 
The Department of Biology seminars are held at 3: 15 p.m. 

on Fridays in 185 Life Science, unless otherwise noted. 
Kyle Snell, Integrated Biosciences master's degree candi­

date from UMD, will present "Experimental light manipula­
tion influences endopolyploidy, morphology and physiology" 
on May 2. 

Caitlin Cleary, Integrated Biosciences master's degree 
candidate from UMD, will present "Antidepressant-like effects 
of the mTOR inhibitor rapamycin" on Tuesday, May 6 in 175 
LSci. 

Artur Stefanski, Integrated Biosciences master's degree 
candidate from UMD, will present "The effects of reduced 
mycorrhizae, N availability, and plan interactions on grassland 
species physiology and growth" on May 9. 

For more information visit www.d.umn.edu/biology or call 
the biology department at 726-6262. 

specialEVENTS 

APRIL/MAY MULTI-CULTURAL EVENTS 
The Play Dear Finder will be performed at 7 p.m. on May 

1 in the Marshall Performing Arts Center. 
Leonore Baeumler will present her Memoir Zeit Zeuge -

Time Witness at 4 p.m. on April 29, 
in the Weber Music Hall. ,~t t1sin °11

" 

An Egg Roll Sale will be held 4"-~ ~~.,> 

'.:','~y";:~:'. on April 30 •1~ I~,~~~ 
"Feminism Saint-Simonian Stile" •• 11111 .!II 

presented by Tineke Ritmeester, will ~~ 
be held at noon on April 30 in KSC £JO~ 
333. . rv? 



Angie Nichols second annual campus birthday party fund­
raiser with cake, coffee, and fun will be held at 12:30 p.m. on 
April 30. 

The 19th Annual Fiesta will be held at 6 p.m. on May 3 in 
the Kirby Ballroom. For more information call 726-8444. 

An End of the Year Celebration will be held from 3:30 p.m. 
-5 p.m. on May 7, in K268. 

BLOOD DRIVE 
The last blood drive for spring semester will be held on 

May 1. Kirby Student Center is responsible for the afternoon 

portion of the drive, for an appointment between I :30 and 

4:30 p.m. contact the Kirby Information Desk at 726-7163. If 

a morning appointment would work better contact Rebekah 

Syverson at 701-388-7075 or by e-mail at: syve006l@d.umn. 

edu. The check-in on the date of the blood drive will be in the 

Kirby Bus Hub beginning at 7:30 a.m. 

RESEARCH AND ARTISTIC SHOWCASE 
Support students by attending the 13th Annual UMD 

Undergraduate Research & Artistic Showcase from noon to 4 
p.m. on May 1, in the Kirby Ballroom. Students will present 
their research projects with a poster or a computer presenta­
tion. Refreshments will be served. For more info contact the 
Office of the Vice Chancellor for Academic Administration at 
726-7I03. 

STUDENT POETRY READING 
A reading by UMD students in the Advanced Poetry 

Writing class will showcase the work they've created this 
semester at 7 p.m. on May 5, in Kirby Plaza 311. The read­
ing is free and a reception will follow. For more information 
contact the English Department at engl@d.umn.edu or call 
726-8228. 

EVENTS AT BOULDER LAKE ELG 
Some upcoming events at Boulder Lake Environmental 

Leaming Center (a partner of UMD Center for Environmental 
Education) are, Boulderdash 5k Run or Log Jam 2K Walk at 
JO a.m. on May 3, Boulder Birding Big Day from 7 - 11 :30 
a.m. on May 10, Spring Frog Festival from 1-3:00 p.m. on 
May 17 (Family Fun Event), and Woodland Wildflower Walk 
from 6-9 p.m. on May 28. Pre-registration required for all 
events listed. To register or for more info call 721-3731 or email 
boulder@d.umn.edu. 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION 
PROGRAM 

The featured presentation, "Zeit Zeuge: Time Witness" 

by Leonore Baeumler will take place at 4 p.m. on April 29 in 
Weber Hall. Born in Nuremberg, Germany in 1928, Leonore 
was four years old when the Nazis came into power. She has 
vivid memories of her childhood and how the Nazi rule influ-

enced her life: her father losing his job because he was "politi­
cally unreliable," her mother keeping the family going with 
her skills as a sean1stress, Leonore secretly joining a neighbor 
to go to a Nazi rally and watch Hitler, the beginnings of World 
War II, the horrors of the war, and the end of it. She was in 
Nuremberg during the war crimes trial, finished secondary 
school in 1948, worked as an employment counselor, and was 
active in the democratic re-education of German youth. 

This event is free and open to the public. For more infor­
mation on the events visit: http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/holo­
caust/. 

NEMBA 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
44 books published in 2007 are vying for the 20th annual 

Northeastern Minnesota Book Awards (NEMBA), recogniz­
ing books that represent northeastern Minnesota in the areas 
of history, culture, heritage, or lifestyle. 

A winner and one honorable mention will be selected in 
each of four categories: Art, Photography, Fiction, Poetry, 
Drama, Nonfiction, Memoir, and Children's Literature. 

Award winners will be announced during a two-day cel­
ebration, held from May 17-18, at UMD. 

Minnesota author Bill Holm will teach a writing workshop 
from 2-4 p.m. on May 17 in the UMD Library fourth floor 
rotunda and will speak at NEMBA during the program from 
3:30-5 p.m. on May 18 in the Weber Music Hall. 

To register for the writing workshop with Bill Holm 
($40/35) contact Lake Superior Writers at 722-3094, or e-mail 
writers@lakesuperiorwriters.org. The reception, book fair, and 
NEMBA program on Sunday, May 18, are free and open to 
the public. 

For more information, visit the NEMBA web site at http:// 
www.d.umn.edu/lib/nemba/ or call 726-7889. 

glensheen EVENTS 
Glensheen is honoring Mother's Day with three occa­

sions to celebrate. Glensheen's Mother's Day Dining, which 
includes a tour and buffet will be held at 9 a.m., noon, and 4 
p.m. on May 11. 

Glensheen's winter hours are from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tours 
are held on Saturdays and Sundays through May 26. For 

information e-mail glen@d.umn.edu or call 218-726-8910. 

campus NEWS 
academic NEWS 

LABO AWARDS ANNOUNCED 
UMD announced the recipients of the 16th Annual Joel 

Labovitz Entrepreneurial Success Awards on, April 22. 
Loni Bright, with Loni's Sewing, International Falls, MN, 

received the Micro-Entrepreneur Award. 
Scott Allison, Jon Larson, Terry Bergum, Jim Fena, John 



Dosen, and Paul Janssen, with Minnesota Twist Drill, Inc., 
Chisholm, MN, received the Emerging Entrepreneur Award. 

Connie Pearson, with Precision Testing, Virginia, MN, 
recieved the Established Entrepreneur Award. 

Dave Hudyma and Mike Hudyma, with SCS Aircraft 
Interiors, Duluth, MN, received the Mature Entrepreneur 
Award. 

Greg Benson, Dave Benson, and Tony Ciardelli, with 
Epicurean Cutting Surfaces, Inc., Duluth, MN, received the 
Innovation Award. 

Todd L. Johnson received the David A. Martin 
Entrepreneurial Leadership Award. 

Alan K.lapmeier and Dale K.lapmeier both received the 
Entrepreneurial Achievement Award. 

Cheng-Khee and Sing-Bee Chee received the Business 
Persons of the Year Award. 

CW NOMINATIONS 
The UMD Commission on Women is seeking nominations 

for women to serve on the commission for a two-year 
term, starting August 2008. 

Applications will be accepted until May I. 
Contact Pauline Nuhring at pnuhring@d.umn.edu, 403 DAdB 
or Sunshine Carter at scarter@d.umn.edu, 276 L. 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 
Pharmacy student Rebecca Palermo is the recipient of a 

Melendy Summer Research Scholarship and will work in the 
lab of Grant Anderson, assistant professor, Pharmacy Practice 
and Pharmaceutical Sciences, on therapeutic remodeling of 
tumor vasculature. 

Pharmacy student Teresa Johnson is the recipient of a 
United States Public Health Service Excellence in Public 
Health Practice Award. This national award recognizes stu­
dents for their contribution and dedication to public health. 

Andrea Miller, was named UMD's Health Education 
Major of the Year. 

At the Minnesota Academy of Family Practitioners Spring 
Refresher, Joanna Bums received the Medical Student Award 
for Contributions to Family Medicine. The Medical Student 
Award recognizes a fourth-year medical student for family 
medicine activities. 

Second year Native American medical student, Charles 
(Chuck) Branch, honored others at a special event that origi­
nally was planned to honor him. Branch was the recipient 
of the American Medical Association (AMA) Foundation's 
prestigious Minority Scholars Award. Branch in-tum hosted a 
traditional Native American feast and "give-away" to recog­
nize those people who helped him during his first two years of 
school. 

LANGUAGE ENGINEERING WORKSHOP 
Varada Kolhatkar, first year graduate student in Computer 

Science, has been selected to participate in the 2008 Summer 
Workshop on Language Engineering, to be held at the 
Johns Hopkins University Center for Language and Speech 
Processing in Baltimore, Maryland, where students and 
researchers from around the world come together to advance 
the state of the art in Speech and Language Processing. 
Kolhatkar's thesis advisor is Ted Pedersen, in the Department 
of Computer Science. 

administrative NEWS 

TRY ASKMN FOR REFERENCE SERVICE 
On March 24, 2008, the UMD Library began offering its 

students, faculty, and staff extended 24-hour online reference 
assistance via the new Minnesota statewide cooperative known 
as "AskMN." 

AskUs! (IM) and AskMN help students and faculty/staff 
who have brief questions (taking under ten minutes to answer) 
about research and resources. Some questions may require e­
mail follow-up. 

UMD patrons can access local reference librarians when 
the Reference Desk is open through an innovative Instant 
Messaging Chat service. However, during hours when the 
Reference Desk is closed, library users can access the new 
AskMN service for virtual reference assistance. 

Eight Minnesota libraries and MINITEX are cooperating 
to offer the service, using OCLC's QuestionPoint virtual ref­
erence management software, which is well suited to handle 
multiple-library programs. Staff members work together to 
answer questions during selected hours Monday through 
Saturday, with backup service provided by the QuestionPoint 
national cooperative as needed throughout the week. 

For more information, see www.d.umn.edu/lib/askus or 
call Jim Vileta at 218-726-6157. 

KINDERMUSIK APPLICATIONS 
The UMD Fine Arts Academy is now accepting applica­

tions for Kindermusik Adventures Summer Camp for children 
from birth-seven years old and their parents during June 2-July 
10, 2008. For the younger child, Kindermusik Adventures 
uses an integrated approach with music, movement, story­
telling, and-for the upper ages-pretend play, drama, and art, 
Adventures stimulates imagination, spontaneity, inquiry, and a 
love of music. Registration information can be found at: www. 
d. umn.edu/faa. 



UMD STORES 
UMD Stores street level will have 30% off all women/ 

junior spring color hoods through May 4 and 25% off all youth 
and toddler clothing (excludes hockey jerseys) May 5-11. 
Receive a free stamp for every Mother's Day card purchased 
May 5-11. 

UMD Stores Express will feature graduation gift items, 
caps, gowns, tassels, frames, and invites through May 7. The 
Spring textbook buyback will be May 9, 12, 13 from 8 a.m. 
- 4 p.m., May 14-15 from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., and May 16 from 8 
a.m. - 3 p.m. 

UMD Stores Final Sale will be May 12-14 from 8 a.m. - 4 
p.m. in Kirby Student Center. Save up to 60% off UMD wear, 
gifts, art supplies, snacks, books, DVDs, computer supplies, 
and office and school products. 

The UMD Stores art supplies department is featuring can­
vas on a roll this month. Also available are stretcher bars. Shop 
the new online art supply catalog under "art supplies" in the 
heading "what we offer" at http://www.umdstores.com. 

UMD Market Day in the Plaza is every Wednesday (May 
21 - September 24) from 2-4:30 p.m. and features the farmer's 
market, live music, artist's booths, and UMD Stores sidewalk 
sales, penny-an-ounce fountain pop, and 1/2-price coffee. 
(Beverage specials available in UMD Stores only.) 

UMD Stores will host the 2008 Tri-State Bookstore 
Conference from June I 6-19. College bookstores from around 
Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota will be here to 
participate in educational and informational sessions and a 
trade show at the DECC. 

Jefferson Lines offers daily bus service, year round, from 
the UMD Campus to the Twin Cities. Purchase tickets at 
UMD Stores street level. 

For store hours, events, and merchandise visit http://www. 
umdstores.com. 

faculty/staff NEWS 

James Allert, assistant professor, Department of Computer 
Science made a presentation on "The Visual Transformation 
of Introductory Computer Programming Courses" at TechED 
2008, Ontario, CA, in April. 

Jane Carlson, assistant professor, Department of HPER, 
presented a poster entitled "Purpose Driven Grading" in a 
session sponsored by National Association of School-based 
Physical Education. 

John C. Green gave an invited talk on" Geology of the 
North Shore Highlands" at the Annual Symposium of the 
Minnesota Native Plant Society at the Bell Museum, UM, 
Minneapolis, in April. 

Thomas F. Jordan, Anil Shaji, and E. C. G. Sudarshan, 
published "Markov approximations encounter map domains. 
A hazard of open quantum dynamics," in Phys. Rev. A 77, 
032104 (2008). 

Georgia Keeney, associate professor, Department of 
HPER, presented an AAHE sponsored session describing and 
demonstrating Universal Learning Design principles applied 
to health education, "Universal Design for Health Educators 
- Process and Goal." 

Ron Marchese, professor of Ancient History, recently 
published, with his colleagues at Cambridge University and 
the University of Vienna, "Plataiai in Boiotia: Geo-physical 
and Field Survey Conducted in 2002 - 2005" in the journal of 
the American School of Classical Studies - Hesperia, vol. 77, 
2008, 43-71. 

Marchese is taking 23 UMD and UM TC students to 
his sixth Classical Study of Greece program - the Art and 
Archaeology of Greece. Later Marchese will return to 
Istanbul, Turkey to continue his work with his colleague 
Marlene Breu of Western Michigan University on the religious 
artifacts and reliquaries housed in the Armenian Orthodox 
Church collections of the city. The second volume of this cor­
pus of Armenian art is near completion - the first volume is in 
press waiting for final corrections in the Turkish edition. 

In September, Marchese will present "Text and Textiles 
from the Armenian Orthodox Churches of Instanbul" at the 
11th Biennial International Congress of the Textile Society 
of America. The prosopagraphy of the material is valuable to 
Ottoman historians as well as art historians studying Islamic 
culture. This achieved recognition in his recent publication on 
the topic in the International Journal of the Arts in Society. 

Ro,-.,Sa, Robin Assner of Webster University and Sarah 
Nitschke, associate professor, Department of Art and Design, 
will have four upcoming exhibitions of their work: 

"Blue Seats," Brooklyn NY, Video Art Screening, May 8, 
2008, curated by Nichole van Beek, Group Exhibition; 

"Souvenirs from the Earth," Cologne, Germany, Network 
Broadcast, Video Art Television Station curated and invited by 
Alec Crichton, Group Exhibition; 

Duluth Art Institute, Duluth, MN, "Solo Exhibition," 
and "Solo Exhibition," Murray McMillan of The School of 
Architecture, Art and Historic Preservation at Roger Williams 
University. That university has curated a new video work 
by Ro,-.,Sa (a collaboration between artist Robin Assner and 
Sarah Nitschke) titled Acts of Hope and Futility, Act 4: 

Control to be exhibited in Fall 2008 on the university outdoor 
video art exhibition space. 



In a technology-based poster session, Amy Versnik 
Nowak, assistant professor, Department of HPER, made a pre­
sentation entitled "CPR: Resuscitating Critical Thinking Using 
Calibrated Peer Review," a research project funded by a grant 
from The Archibald Bush Foundation for innovative teaching and 
technology strategies. Assisting in this presentation were UMD 
health education majors, Julia Kemkes and Elizabeth Strausser. 

In April Richard Ojakangas gave a presentation on Lake 
Superior-type Iron Formation and hosted a 3-hour discussion on 
iron-formation at NRRI to a select small group. 

George 'Rip' Rapp published, "Pharaonic Inscriptions 
From the Southern Eastern Desert of Egypt," with Russell 
D. Rothe, William K. Miller, and George (Rip) Rapp, in 
Eisenbrauns, 504 pages. 

Work by Robert Repinski, associate professor, 
Department of Art and Design, has been selected for inclu­
sion in "North of the 45th," a juried exhibition featuring the 
work of artists living and working in the Midwest. Juror John 
Corbett, director of Corbett vs. Dempsey Gallery in Chicago, 
chose Repinski's work. The exhibition runs from June 2 
through July 5, at the De Vos Art Museum on the campus of 
Northern Michigan University in Marquette, MI. 

Ladona Tornabene, associate professor, Department of 
HPER, presented a pre-conference workshop on "Increasing 
Joy Through Motivational Goal Setting: Strategies for 
Educators/Practitioners." 

Tornabene joined Amy Versnik Nowak, assistant pro­
fessor, and Lisa Vogelsang, adjunct assistant professor, all of 
the Department of HPER, in presenting "Photography! An 
Innovative Health Promotion and Health Education Tool" 
in a session sponsored by American Association for Health 
Education (AAHE). 

NRRINEWS 
See the next issue of Currents. 

MN SEA GRANT NEWS 
Cindy Hagley, water quality extension educator, gave 

two presentations, "Data for Discovery: Understanding Storm 
and Land Use Effects on Stream Quality," with George Host 
and Rich Axler of NRRI for the Minnesota Science Teachers 
Association spring conference in Duluth in March. 

Doug Jensen, aquatic invasive species program coor­
dinator, gave the presentation, "An Introduction to Aquatic 
Invasive Species Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point 
Program," to the Minnesota Invasive Species Advisory 
Council in St. Paul in April. 

Jensen also gave an invited presentation, "U CN HLP 
STP H2O 4N SPP," at the Fond du Lac Tribal and Community 
College in Cloquet in April. 

Jesse Schomberg, coastal communities educator, present­
ed, "How to Grow a Town and Protect Water Quality," for the 
2008 Leadership Duluth Course during April at the DECC. 
Schomberg was quoted in a climate change story, "Moose 
Herds Dwindle in Minn." in USA Today on April 21. 

MEDICAL SCHOOL DULUTH NEWS 
Lynne Lillie, M.D., president of the Minnesota Academy 

of Family Physicians, named James Boulger, Ph.D. the recipi­
ent of her President's Award at this year's Minnesota Academy 
of Family Practitioners Spring Refresher held at the St. Paul 
River Centre. 

Boulger is the UMD director of the Family Medicine 
Preceptorship Program, director of alumni relations, and direc­
tor of the Center for Rural Mental Health, and interim director 
of the Department of Behavioral Sciences. 

Graduate School Fellow, Anna A. Gybina, and professor, 
Joseph R. Prohaska, of the Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology recently published "Copper deficiency 
results in AMP-activated protein kinase activation and acetyl­
CoA carboxylase phosphorylation in rat cerebelJum" in the 
journal, Brain Research (volume 1204, 69-76). 

At the national conference "Experimental Biology 2008 
Conference: Today's Research: Tomorrow's Health," in San 
Diego CA, in April, professor Arlen Severson of the Anatomy 
and Cell Biology Department and students Josh Overgaard, 
Thomas Maust, Jennifer Sauter, Jonathan Lofgren, Jason Alder 
and Brett Glawe presented their poster, "Case-based learn-
ing for understanding cardiovascular development" for the 
Anatomy Education Poster Session. 

Professor Joseph Prohaska chaired and graduate stu­
dent, Mark Walters from the Department of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology, presented at the Copper II 
Minisymposium, "Copper-deficient rats exhibit no alterations 
in plasma or brain NO metabolites, 3-nitrotyrosine peptide 
abundance, or NOS mRNA expression." 

Professors Lorentz Wittmers and David Mohrman of 
the Department of Physiology and Pharmacology presented 
"An integrated framework for teaching oxygen delivery" 
for the Teaching, Leaming and Testing in the Biological and 
Biomedical Poster Education Session. 



Libby Wagner's (MS 4) research abstract, Trends in 
Obstetrical Care in Rural Minnesota, was selected as the 
Minnesota Academy of Family Physicians Research Forum's 
Paper of Greatest Interest and will be published in the 
Minnesota Family Physician and the Research Network News. 

As part of a visit to UMD, Congresswoman Betty 
McCollum visited at the UMD Medical School to learn more 
about the Center of American Indian and Minority Health 
(CAIMH.) About three years ago, Title VIl funding supporting 
the CAIMH and similar programs nationwide was eliminated 
by Congress. Joy Dorscher, M.D., Director of CAIMH, gath­
ered a group of Native American medical students who were 
active in CAIMH activities to meet with McCollum. 

Sponsored by the Lake Superior Medical Society (LSMS), 
the first annual "Mentors and Medical Students Morning 
Coffee" was held on the Duluth Campus in April. At the meet­
ing President Ana Fernandez, M.D., David Sproat, MD., 
Duluth Internal Medicine Associates and the Duluth Clinic 
pl us members of the LSMS Alliance, Judy Bernhardt, Linda 
Wiig, and Pam Franklin met 100 Duluth campus students. 

LSMS also hosted an event on the Duluth Campus called 
"The Field of Medicine" to interest potential medical students 
as they start planning for college. Junior high school stu-
dents and their advisors from high schools in four counties in 
Northern Minnesota were invited to UMD. 

This year UMD students and faculty spoke to a new record 
of 6,593 elementary school students in 74 schools in commu­
nities throughout the state during the Brain Awareness Week 
outreach. 

The UM's Future Doctors program visited UMD in April 
as part of a program organized by the Office of Admissions 
and 30 students participated. 

COLLEGE PHARMACY DULUTH NEWS 
Assistant professor Bjoern Bauer is the lead author on 

a study that found one of the body's own neurotransmitters 
released during epileptic seizures (glutamate) turns on a signal­
ing pathway in the brain, which in tum increases production 
of a protein that could reduce medication entry into the brain. 
"This may in part explain why approximately 30 percent of 
patients with epilepsy do not respond to anti-epileptic medica­
tions," said Bauer. 'This finding suggests a promising way to 
improve the effectiveness of drug~ that are used to treat epilep­
sy, though more research is needed before new therapies can 
be developed." The study will be published in the May 2008 
issue of Molecular Pharmacology. For more info, visit www. 
pharmacy.umn.edu. 

Baim Einat, assistant professor, has been awarded a 
$21,000 Grant-in-Aid of Research, Artistry and Scholarship 
from the UM Graduate School for the project titled, "We are 
in the dark here: behavioral effects of short day or melatonin 
in the diurnal Nile rat." 

UMD communication 

ABOUT CURRENTS: 
Questions? Contact Cheryl Reitan at 726-8996. Brianna 

Mellen helped edit this issue of Currents. Submit items to 
Currents, by e-mailing currents@d.urnn.edu. 
Currents can be viewed at www.d.umn.edu/currents. 
The schedule for Spring Semester: 
Deadline: Wednesday, May 7; 
Print date: Tuesday, May 13. 

The schedule for Summer Session: 
Deadline: Wednesday, June 11 
Print date: Tuesday, June 17; 
Deadline: Wednesday, July 9 
Print Date: Tuesday, July 15. 
Currents is printed regularly throughout the school year. 


