
Approved 4-20-22 
Teaching & Learning Committee  

Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
 
 
Attendees: Rebecca Boyle, Aaron Boyson, Yang Cheng, Ari Feld, Charles Fountaine, Kim Habig, Katie 
Jackson, Jennifer Mencl, Emma Nelson, Emma Schroeder, Aaron Shepanik, Ariuna Taivan, Michael 
Waldorf, Mike Wendinger, Kay Wohlhuter, Weiguo Xie, Keith Young 
 
The minutes from the 2-23-22 meeting were approved. 
 
UCC & Subcommittee reports  
UCC has not met since our last TLC meeting. The Assessment Subcommittee workgroups have been 
looking at the community engagement assessment items on the Carnegie classification application. The 
current list of community engaged courses is from department heads and program assessment liaisons. 
When asked if we should send a form collecting course-specific community engagement information to 
all faculty to help broaden this list or use the current list, members preferred the current list. Katie Jackson 
provided an update on the Academic Integrity workgroup. The McCabe survey recommendation letter 
was voted on and approved by the UMN Student Academic Integrity Committee (SAIC). The UMD 
Academic Integrity group is working on a student campaign regarding what academic integrity means to 
them, and on developing a checklist for instructors with resources for scholastic dishonesty. This group is 
open to new members who are interested in this issue. Aaron Boyson reported that the Library, the 
Honors program, and the Communication department are co-sponsoring a digital-free thinking series on 
March 21 and April 4 from 2-3 pm in the 4th floor library rotunda.  
 
Solicitation for vice chair  
Avesa Rockwell will be chair next year. Historically the vice chair moves into the chair position and helps 
cover TCL and UCC meetings in the chair’s absence. If anyone is interested feel free to contact Mike or 
Avesa. Jen suggested that we have some type of ballot at our next meeting to vote on the chair and vice 
chair. Jen will be reaching out to eligible folks to serve.  
 
Grade Accountability  
This had been on hold pending information from ITSS on Canvas and electronic gradebooks. Kara 
Hanson added new language (highlighted in blue on the draft shared with the agenda). Minor 
wordsmithing changes were discussed. A motion was made and seconded to approve as revised, pending 
verification from OTR on the language. Motion approved.  
 
Exams Outside Regular Class Time Policy Revision  
Jen & Aaron Shepanik worked on revisions to this policy after our last discussion, and the Registrar was 
consulted on this language as well. One definition is that anything that is not a final exam is a midterm 
exam. Others felt that this may be confusing and would only apply to one exam during the term. Is it 
necessary to define exam vs quiz? There was general agreement that with good faith it should be pretty 
clear what “exams outside of class” means to all faculty. The intent of this policy is to help manage the 
student experience. If a faculty member has an exam in class, it would normally be the for length of the 
class period. Scheduling exams outside of normal class time should be scheduled outside of prime time 
(after 3pm). Student members noted that exams outside of class can often conflict with work schedules. 
Faculty must provide appropriate accommodations to students, in consultation with the students. The 
intent is that exams should be consistent with the delivery mode. Jen will revise the policy based on 
today’s discussion and send out a revised draft to the group for discussion at our next meeting. Committee 
members were encouraged to share the new draft with their constituents as they see fit.  
 



Syllabus Policy Revisions  
Last fall a workgroup was convened to discuss syllabus management. Collecting syllabi is an unwritten 
norm that is handled unevenly; our campus needs to formalize the practice of collecting syllabi, therefore 
the new proposed language in the syllabus policy. The use of Simple Syllabus does not play any role in 
this as we are not requiring the use of Simple Syllabus. A motion was made and seconded to approve the 
policy as revised. Motion approved.  
 
Assessment of Student Learning 
Last spring TLC discussed the topic of how this committee can better serve its advisory role with 
assessment. Jen developed a dashboard of various assessment data that she shared with the group. Given 
our charge, using assessment data would be helpful to monitor teaching quality and effectiveness. This 
could provide an opportunity to reflect on our curriculum and changes to teaching practices, and to use 
this information to make recommendations as this committee deems appropriate. Members spoke in favor 
of moving forward with this initiative. Jen will provide updates to the committee as appropriate.  
 
Meeting adjourned 4:20 pm 
 


