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FINAL REMINDER FOR PRT CONFERENCE

Time is running out to register for the “International Conference on PRT & Other Emerging Transportation
Systems,” which takes place November 18-20 at the Marriott Hotel in Minneapolis. Sponsored by the
Center’s ITS Institute, the conference will examine the full range of issues relating to the concept of
Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) as well as other emerging technologies and systems. A separate “Short Course
on Network Automated Guideway Transit Systems” follows on November 21-22. To register or for further
information, contact Susan Potratz, (612) 625-5886, e-mail spotratz@mail.cee.umn.edu.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING FOLLOWS PRT CONFERENCE

Following the PRT Conference (see above), Citizens for Personal Rapid Transit, a local interest group, is
holding an open public meeting summarizing the conference’s main points. The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, November 20, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Heritage Hall in the downtown Minneapolis Public
Library (300 Nicollet Mall). Confirmed speakers include Jarold A. Kieffer of the Advanced Transit
Association, Fairfax, Va., and J. Edward Anderson, CEO of Taxi 2000 (see attached flyer). The ITS
Institute and the Advanced Transit Association are cosponsoring the event. For further information call (612)
335-1025.

GUIDESTAR FUNDING APPROVED

A bill providing $3.6 million for the Minnesota Guidestar Program was recently approved by Congress and
signed by the President. The funding was part of the House-Senate conference agreement on 1997
transportation appropriations. Congressman Martin Sabo of Minnesota, the senior House Democrat on the
Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee, helped craft the final bill. Up to 25 percent of the amount
allocated for Minnesota Guidestar, the state’s ITS program, may be allocated to the University for research and
education.

ABSTRACTS DUE THIS MONTH FOR CTS CONFERENCE

The deadline for submitting an abstract in response to the Center's Call for Presentations is November 29. The
call invites all interested individuals to submit a one-page abstract for a presentation at the Center's Eighth
Annual Transportation Research Conference, which will be held May 13-14, 1997, at the Sheraton Park Place
in Minneapolis. If you need additional copies of the call, please contact Catherine Ploetz at (612) 626-2259,
or see the Center’s Web page at http://www.umn.edu/cts/.
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CTS CREATES LOGISTICS EDUCATION CALENDAR ON WORLD WIDE WEB

The Center, in cooperation with the CTS Task Force on Logistics, Transportation, and Distribution, has
developed a logistics education calendar of events on the World Wide Web. Chaired by Ron Lifson and
Cathy Peterson, the task force worked with the Council of Logistics Management (CLM), the Logistics
Education and Resource Network (L.E.A.R.N.), and the Transportation Club to create the annual calendar.
The Web address is: http://www.umn.edu/cts/Events/logis.html. The new logistics calendar is part of the
CTS Web site—address http://www.umn.edu/cts/—which went online in August. If you would like to learn
how your organization can add logistics events to this calendar or how it can be used, please contact CTS
librarian Laura Dale Bischof at (612) 626-1023, e-mail bisch004 @tc.umn.edu, for information.

CTS AND MVTA DISCUSS TRANSIT SERVICES

At the invitation of CTS Advisory Board member Sandra Masin, Shef Lang and Jim Newland of the CTS
Executive Committee and Bob Johns joined Metropolitan Council Transportation Advisory Board members in
a tour and discussion led by Beverly Miller of the Minnesota Valley Transit Authority (MVTA). MVTA serves
the cities of Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan, Prior Lake, Rosemount, and Savage through a joint powers
agreement and is the largest of the transit systems to “opt-out” of metropolitan-provided systems. Unlike most
transit systems, MVTA ridership has grown an average of nine percent every year since 1991. It uses a variety
of vehicles, ranging from small vans to full-size buses, and works closely with government, private, and
nonprofit organizations in a variety of partnering arrangements. A key feature of its system, and of the tour, is
the Burnsville Transit Station, which in addition to currently offering parking, drop-off, layover, and transfer
services, will have housing and commercial development adjacent to the station, with the goal of reducing car
trips. Many of the MVTA innovations were presented and discussed at a CTS-sponsored symposium in 1994
on “Transportation and the Community” where feedback from participants helped refine MVTA's plans.

FACULTY, STUDENTS VISIT LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE

The CTS library held an open house/reception on October 8 for faculty and students. Laura Dale Bischof of
CTS and Jerry Baldwin of Mn/DOT demonstrated how to search and download citations from the
TRANSPORT CD, a comprehensive abstract database that includes TRIS citations back to 1968. Director
Gerard McCullough and other CTS staff were also on hand to discuss CTS research, education, and
outreach programs. If you were unable to attend but would like to tour the library, please call Bischof at
(612) 626-1023 to schedule a visit.

SNOW AND ICE CONTROL VIDEOTAPES FOR SALE

A videotape of last year’s satellite teleconference on “Snow & Ice Control—A Review of Innovative
Practices,” is available for purchase from CTS. The four-hour tape is a review of some of the best and most
innovative practices being used around Minnesota, the nation, and the world. It shows how many local
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governments have moved from reactive practices to preventive practices, saving time and money, reducing
complaints, improving performance, and reducing liability. In addition to the tape, purchasers will receive
the 150-page manual, Snow and Ice Control: A Best Practices Review. The cost of the four-hour tape plus
the manual is $195. There is a special discount rate of $95 for residents of Minnesota, Alaska, Missouri, and
Nevada because those states downlinked the broadcast at sites in their states. To order the full tape and
manual, or to obtain a free, seven-minute demonstration tape, please contact Bev Ringsak, (612) 625-6689,
e-mail bringsak @mail.cee.umn.edu.

CALLS ISSUED FOR 1997 RURAL ITS CONFERENCE, 3D SYMPOSIUM

Calls have been issued for two 1997 events. The Western Transportation Institute (WTI) and the Intelligent
Transportation Society of America invite all interested parties to submit papers on advanced technologies
(intelligent transportation systems) to be considered for publication and presentation at the 1997 Annual
Meeting of the ITS America Advanced Rural Transportation Systems Conference. General subjects of
interest will be both national and international planning and deployment, with focus on safety and security.
The conference will take place on August 12-15, 1997, at the Huntley Lodge in Big Sky Montana. Abstracts
are due by March 30, 1997. For a submittal form or further information, please contact Traci Ulberg of
WTI, (406) 994-6114; e-mail TraciU@coe.montana.edu. The Transportation Research Board (TRB) and
Mn/DOT have issued a Call for Abstracts, Exhibitors, and Demonstrators for the “3D in Transportation
Symposium and Workshop,” to be held next May 18-21 in Minneapolis. Submissions are due on December
2, 1996. For a submission form and further information, contact Dr. Richard Pain of TRB, (202) 334-2960;
e-mail rpain@nas.edu.

ITS LAB HOSTS TOUR GROUPS

A number of groups visited the ITS LABORATORY, managed by Lowell Benson, in recent months. In August,
ISS Corporation led a Chinese delegation through the facility; Dennis Foderberg, the Institute’s director,
led a group from the U.S. Department of Transportation; and the St. Paul office of the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) hosted officials from the Oklahoma DOT. In September, the FHWA hosted
representatives from the North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin DOTs, and the Institute of
Transportation Engineers hosted two groups of international visitors. Then in October, the FHWA led a tour
for the Maryland DOT.

RESEARCHERS SPEAK AT SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, ITS CONFERENCES

Several University researchers made presentations at the 1996 Minnesota Conference on Sustainable
Development, held October 3-4 in Minneapolis. Researchers and the sessions they were scheduled to present
in were: Vera Krischik, Center for Urban Ecology & Sustainability, and Bob Mugaas, Extension Service,
in a session on “Backyard Sustainability”’; Gary Johnson, Forest Resources, “Building in the Woods”;
David Van Hattum, Humphrey Institute, “Transportation System Design”; C. Ford Runge, Applied
Economics, “Sustainable Development Within the Global Marketplace”; and Alfred Marcus, Carlson
School, “New Regulatory Approaches for the 21st Century.” Eil Kwon, senior research associate with the
ITS Institute, made two presentations at the ITS World Congress held in Orlando, Florida, in October. The
titles were: “Parallel Simulation of Freeway Traffic Flows on a Personal Computer-Based Distributed
Computing System” and “Modeling of Multi-stage Incidents for Freeway Network Operations.”



MINNESOTA T?> COORDINATOR RESIGNS

Tom Donahue, coordinator of the Minnesota Technology Transfer (T Program for the past two years,
resigned effective October 21. Donahue contributed to the initiation and growth of many successful T
activities, including the Circuit Rider Van and last year’s Snow and Ice Control satellite broadcast. A job
announcement for his replacement will be announced in a future Report and on the Center’s Web page.

MONTHLY REPORT MAILING LIST UPDATE CARD ENCLOSED; STUDENT JOBS

CTS uses the Monthly Report mailing list, which now includes over 2,700 persons, to distribute a number of
publications. Once again we ask that you complete and return the enclosed postage-paid, pre-addressed card so
that we may update our mailing list and keep you informed of our activities. Another enclosure with this Report
is a listing of student job/internship opportunities.

UPCOMING TRANSPORTATION AND RELATED EVENTS

To publicize an event contact Pam Snopl, senior editor, (612) 624-0841; fax (612) 625-6381; e-mail
snopl001 @maroon.tc.umn.edu. For more comprehensive event information, visit the CTS Web site at
http://www.umn.edu/cts/.

Nov. 18-20 International Conference on PRT (Personal Rapid Transit) & Other Emerging Transportation
Systems, Marriott Hotel, Minneapolis. Call Susan Potratz, (612) 625-5886.

Nov. 20 1996 Minnesota Quality Conference, Minneapolis Convention Center. Call Jo Angela Maniaci, (612)
296-9016.
Nov. 20 Minnesota Public Works Association (MPWA) “Day Before” Conference: “Managed/Open

Competition, Privatization, and Partnerships in Public Works,” Thunderbird Hotel, Bloomington. Call
Bev Ringsak, (612) 625-6689.

Nov. 21-22 MPWA Fall Conference, Thunderbird Hotel, Bloomington. Call Bev Ringsak, (612) 625-6689.

Nov. 21-22 Short Course on Network Automated Guideway Transit Systems, Marriott Hotel, Minneapolis. Call
Susan Potratz, (612) 625-5886.

Dec. 4 “Implications of Infill & Redevelopment,” Best Western Northwest Inn, Brooklyn Park, 11:30 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. Sponsor: Sensible Land Use Coalition. Call Pat Arnst, (612) 474-3302.

Dec. 17 46th Annual Concrete Conference, Earle Brown Center, St. Paul. Call Catherine Ploetz, (612) 626-
2259.

Feb. 27 Minnesota Pavement Conference, Earle Brown Center, St. Paul. Sponsors: CTS, Mn/DOT, others.

Contact Catherine Ploetz, (612) 626-2259.

March 12 Third Mo/DOT ITS Information Exchange Forum and Second ITS Minnesota Annual Meeting,
Sheraton Metrodome Hotel, Minneapolis. Call Catherine Ploetz, (612) 626-2259.



