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Academic gowns date back to the 
~4th century, when they served two 
functions of nearly equal importance: 
to indicate the academic rank ofthe 
wearer and to keep the scholar warm 
in the drafty stone halls of academia. 

The markings, cut, and colors of the 
modern-day academic costume (cap, 
gown, and sometimes hood) indicate 
the academic degree, the field of 
study, and the institution that granted 
the degree. In the United States, the 
bachelor's degree gown is black and 
untrimmed. 

At University of Minnesota 
commencement ceremonies, except 
those where master's and doctoral 
degrees are awarded, mortarboard 
tassels indicate field of study and 
honors graduates wear a medallion 
with a maroon and gold ribbon. 

~9J£ee 
The University of Minnesota mace 
was carried for the first time in 
~96~ by Regents' Professor of 
Physics Alfred O.C. Nier at the 
inauguration of President 0. 
Meredith Wilson. Art professor 
Philip Morton designed the mace: 
a crystal sphere four inches in 
diameter surmounted by the 
North Star, symbol of the state of 
Minnesota, on a solid aluminum 
handle set with the University 
regents' seal. 



PROGRAM 

Processional * 

Song 

Pomp and Circumstance (l'v1arch #2) --Edward Elgar 

Organist: Helen Jensen 

America) the Beautiful** 

Opening Remarks 
Dr. Jay Bell 

Acknowledgement of the Student Board's Faculty Awards 
Ms. Megan Hines, Student Board President, 2008-2009 

Representing the Senior Class 
Mr. Lucas Sjostrom 

Welcome and Introduction of the Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Allen S. Levine, Dean 

Keynote Address 
Ms. Elisabeth Emerson 

Presentation of the Graduates 
Dr. Jay Bell and Mr. Bill Ganzlin 

Conferring of the Degrees 
The Honorable Steven Hunter, 
University of Minnesota Regent 

Vision of the Future 
On behalf of the College Alumni Society 
Mr. Keith Wolf, CFANS Alumni Society President 

Song 
Hail! Minnesota** 



Recessional 
March - Louis Leftbure-Wefy 
Organist: Helen Jensen 

Prelude Music Selection 

Air-Jean Rameau 
Grand Chceur-Theodore Salome 
Symphonie #2-Charles-Marie Widor 

I. Prelude 
IV Scherzo 

About the Keynote Speaker 

Elisabeth Emerson grew up on a small farm in Southeastern Minnesota. 
After high school graduation she attended the University of Minnesota and 
completed three degrees: a B.A. in Child Psychology; a Masters of Public 
Health from the School of Public Health and a Masters of Planning from the 
Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs. 

Elisabeth worked for the Minnesota Department of Health for more 
than ten years as a planner and policy analyst. In 1996 she began working 
with the World Health Organization as the Head of the Mostar Field 
Office in Bosnia-Herzegovina. This field area included Serbs, Croatians 
and Bosniaks, three groups who had recently been at war with each other. 
After 18 months in Bosnia-Herzegovina, she served the WHO in Kuwait, 
Mozambique, Indonesia, East Timor, New York and Thailand, working with 
local populations, government officials and other agencies to try to improve 
the health of some of the world's most vulnerable populations. For five 
years, from 2001 to 2006, she was the WHO Thai/Myanmar Border Health 
Program Officer. All work with the WHO has been in the Emergency 
Humanitarian Action Unit, responding to or preparing for natural or man­
made emergencies. 

Since 2006 Elisabeth has been taking short-term overseas assignments, 
maintaining three large organic gardens, and devoting as much time as possible 
to her five grandchildren. 

In honor of her father, Elisabeth and her husband, Al, have established 
the Norman Olness Memorial Scholarship in CFANS. 

A reception will follow in the fqyer. 
*Please stand for the Processional 
**Words are on the last page of the program 
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~ onors es1gnat1ons 

Students in the College of Food1 Agricultural and Natural Resource 
Sciences may graduate with various honors depending upon grade point 
average and the completion of an honors curriculum. 

The College of Food1 Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences Honors 
Program is an academic enrichment program providing a college-
wide educational opportunity for students who qualify and accept the 
challenge for academic enrichment. The Honors Program is designed 
to give students and faculty1 regardless of their specific majors and 
academic departments/ the opportunity to interact with each other in 
formal and informal contexts. Students graduating with honors must 
have completed honors colloquia courses and presented the results 
of a research project in cooperation with a faculty sponsor. Honors 
courses are taken in addition to degree program requirements. Students 
graduating Cum Laude have earned a grade point average of 3·5- 3.65; 
Magna Cum Laude1 a grade point average of 3.66- 3-74 and Summa Cum 
Laude graduates have earned a grade point average greater than 3-75 
over their final 6o credits. Students who are eligible for Honors1 but 
have not received final grades1 are identified as Honors Candidate in the 
program. Honors students graduating with the appropriate GPA are 
awarded honors with Distinction or High Distinction. 

For students who chose not to participate in the Honors Program we 
acknowledge their academic success with the designations Distinction 
and High Distinction. Graduation with High Distinction is awarded to 
students graduating with an overall grade point average of at least 3·9 
and at least 6o credits at the University of Minnesota; Distinction/ is 
awarded to students graduating with an overall grade point average of 
at least 3-75 and a minimum of 6o credits at the University of Minnesota. 
Students who have a current GPA of 3.7~-3.87 are listed as Distinction 
Candidate in the program and those with a current GPA greater than 3.87 
are listed with the designation of High Distinction Candidate. 

Students graduating with the Community Engagement Scholars 
distinction have completed at least 9 credits of service-learning 
course work1 at least 400 hours of community service1 and a series of 
reflective pieces. They also have completed an integrative community 
engagement project that results in the creation of a sustainable project 
for a community organization. 
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Master of Agriculture- Horticulture 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Albert H. Markhart Ill 

Prentice Lord Freeto Beadell 
Jane Crompton 
Anthony W. Eichenlaub 
Joy Arthur Hilton 
Jacob Adrianus K.oomen 
Matthew James Olsonoski 
Emily Susan Tepe 
Heidi A. Wilk 

High Distinction Candidate 
High Distinction Candidate 

Distinction Candidate 
Distinction Candidate 

Agricultural and Food Business Management 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Glenn D. Pederson 

Lewis Formella Brooks 
Krista Ann Ceason 
Laquinta Flennory 
Matthew Heers 
Jacob Hemmesch 
Nicholas Levan 
Colleen Nauer 
Nicole L. Nelson 
Gloria K. Nyauncho 
Jill Marie Ryan 
Cole Robert Seaquist 
James Seitzer 
Jonathan Slinden 
Jessica Sumner 
Megan Thompson 
Aaron K. Wolhowe 

Distinction Candidate 



Agricultural Education 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Brad Greiman 

Luke Becker 
Justin Paul Boike 
Michael Braithwaite 
Andrea Marie Erickson 
Rachel Pautsch 
Joshua Hein 
SamuelJamesJens 
Christian Bruce Lilienthal 
Colby Lind 
Brittany Lusk 
Aaren Lyle Mathison 
David Meckstroth 
Amanda Melhorn 
Kayla Michelle Pearson 
Taylor John Poage 
Jordan Thomas Pollock 
Jennifer Ann Schultz 
Christopher Z. Sheehan 
Cara A. Soper 
Joel A. Talsma 
Lindsay Watson 
Linnay L. Yarger 

High Distinction Candidate 

Agricultural Industries and Marketing 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Paul M. Porter 

John William Boyum 
Leann Marie Frydrych 
Gregory German 
Amanda Kay Goplen 
Mark Harlin Hecht 
Alise Marie Jennissen 
Benjamin Allan Johnson 
Christopher R. Kregel 
Holly Love 
Ahnna L. Olson 
Daniel Mark Peterson 
Beth Melinda Sandager 
M:eredith Marie Schaubert 



Todd Charles Selvik 
Bryan Edward Urban 

Animal Production Systems 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Anthony Seykora 

Adam John Donnelly 

Animal Science 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Anthony Seykora 

Abbigail F. Albrecht 
Shanna Barnes 
Jennifer Clotilda Becker 
Lauren Marie Benz 
Jacqueline Blank 
Bailee Ann Bracken 
Jacquelyn Brauch 
Toni Lea Buck 
Kelsey Anne Campbell 
Rachel Caruso 
Kristen Clayton 
Whitney M. Coler 
Kyle Dean Compart 
Ana Maria Contreras 
Kensey Cross 
Micki Lynette Czech 
Allison Darnell 
Adam Dicke 
ThuAnhDo 
Melissa Dohrn 
Amanda Jean Eberle 
Hilary Faas 
Nicole L. Freese 
Molly Kathryn Gillespie 
Annah L. Goergen 
Amber Marie Gray 
Marcus Paul Huneke 
Adam William Husfeldt 
Jeffrey P. J aderborg 
J enna J. Jones 
Hope E. Kassube 

Distinction Candidate 



Melanie L. Knapton 
Theresa Jean Krause 
Kelsey Marie Kunce 
Malia Landon 
Sydney M. Larsen 
Patrick Leon Leuer 
Kellie Lindeborg 
Ashley Marie Lucht 
Chelsea Matson 
Kevin William McMenomy 
Tristan Jeffrey McNamara 
Amanda Christine Melhus 
Bridget L. Melland 
Ashley Rose Miller 
Kelsey Ness 
Andrea Lee Nickelson 
Tina Nisleit 
Robin Perez 
Mallory T. Peterson 
Jacqueline Marie Popowski 
Elizabeth Anne Radii 
Amanda Joelle Rasmussen 
David D. Ray 
Makayla JoAnn Revering 
Kirstin L. Riess 
Elissa Rae Schlueter 
Stacy Marie Seiter 
Angela Marie Shackle 
Lauren Sirota 
Lucas Steven Sjostrom 
Jenna Catherine Stenger 
Sarah Sullivan 
Grant Edward Tomsche 
Brent F. Toth 
Tyneshia Marie Weeks 
Virginia Jean Westlie 
Cassandra Wheeler 
Tory Virginia Whitten 
Daniel Wieser 
Chelsey Winkelman 
Nicole Renae Wyatt 

High Distinction Candidate 

High Distinction Candidate 



Applied Economics 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Frances R. Homans 

Mastewal Abate 
Mohamed Abdi 
Matthew M. Abens 
Mohamud A. Ali 
Michael Steven Bernard 
Tessa S. Borucki 
Kristine Brewitz 
Gregory Cox 
Alissa C. Demmer 
Jordan Duncanson 
Ramy Elrashidy 
Justin Jeffrey Ewens 
Kelly Rose Fallon 
Samantha Lauren Fedel 
Ujin Han 
Anna Hoang 
Lucas Hovila 
Jovona Denis Hughes 
Karlton Edward James 
Katelyn Maureen Johnson 
Vanessa Jean Magnus 
Hared Mah 
Dustin Charles Matson 
James A. McCarthy, Jr. 
Christopher A. McPhail 
Patrick John Miller 
Samuel Aaron Mischke 
Binh Thai Ngo 
Kaytlyn O'Leary 
Jason A. Oldenkamp 
Keith Olsen 
Jennifer Mae Olstad 
Derrick C. Onwuachi 
Dennis Hung-En Ouyang 
Hurue S. Paulos 
Luke Pennig 
Sarah Peterson 
Catherine Avis Pierce 

Distinction Candidate 

Distinction Candidate 

High Dzstinction Candidate 



Katelin Redalen 
Ryan Edward Reddemann 
Rochelle Rutman 
Tyrone ]. Schenk 
Theresa Sherman 
Greg Sippl 
Ryan Michael Statz 
David Neider Stolper 
Ashley M. Talbot 
Caitlin Taylor-Sharp 
Brandon Treanor 
Tyrell Treptow 
Vadyin Vinetsky 
Louis Edward Wahl, lV 
Seth Adam Weisinger 

Amber Marie Wybierala 

Applied Plant Science 

Dzstinction Candidate 

High Distinction Candidate 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Kevin P. Smith 

Brandon C. Carriere 
Brandon Hawkins 
Adam Herges 
Trevor James Keith 
Dmitriy Michail Lis 
Tara Elizabeth Matko 
Danielle M. Wojdyla 

Bio-Based Products 

High Dzstinction Candidate 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Shri Ramaswamy 

Niichael Peria Bartusch 
David William Cappell 
Benjamin L. Carrier 
David Michael Daas 
Heather De Witt 
Suranje Corea Dharmaratne 
Derek A. Johnson 
Benjamin Kelley 
lvlichael A. K.ruckow 
Jacob Scott Jones McAlpine 
Katrina Mills 



Erik Moe 
Laura N evens 
Adam Lee N orcutt 
Shanika Ruberu 
Benjamin Daniel Stoltz 
Jessica Barbara Tuura 
Tim James Wernimont 
Corey Walker Whitcomb 

Environmental Horticulture 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Albert H. Markhart Ill 

Lindsay Kay Anderson 
Alison Bunge 
Alec Charais 
Beth Christofferson 
Benjamin D. Dill 

Heather Joyce Duncan 
Charles]. Fischer 
Janelle Suzanne Frick 
Michael Steven Goebel 
Karen Sue Gordenier 
Luke Aaron Howard 
Jon Michael Hummel 
Janelle Jean Kuechle 
Jake David Lau 
Joseph T. Le Voir 
Kyle E. Nagy 
Megan Nelson 

Summa Cum Laude 
with High Distinction Candidate 

Sarah Louise Schumann Nyquist Distinction Candidate 
J olyne Beth Pomeroy 
Kay M. Qualley 
Matthew L. Schweer 
Angela Christine Senn 
Lee Edward Suwalski 
Stephanie Marguerita Tessitore 
Kyle James Teubert 
Shaina Elizabeth Torrel 
Josh Paul Tyra 
Thomas D. Weaver 



Environment and Natural Resources 
Faculty Representatives: Dr. Leonard C. Ferrington, Jr. and 
Dr. Kristen C. Nelson 

Paul Eldon Boettger 
Kristy DuBois 
Lisa Kay Held 
Lori]. Knosalla 
Katrina M. Tollefsrud 

Environmental Science 
Faculty Representatives: Dr. Leonard C. Ferrington, Jr. and 

Dr. Kristen C. Nelson 

Brian F. Beck 
Karyn C. Jones 
Patrick R. Nash 

Environmental Sciences, Policy and Management 
Faculty Representatives: Dr. Leonard C. Ferrington, Jr. and 

Dr. Kristen C. Nelson 

Martin Roy Asao 
Catherine A. Bach 
Heather Baltes 
Erin Elizabeth Baumgart 
Kit Timothy Beikmann 
Brandon Michael Berger 
Alexi Robert Besser-Wiek 
Jonathan Beutler 
Kirk E. Bloomquist 
Andrea Leigh Bolks 
Lindsey J o Briscoe 
Donna Marie Broberg 
Jason V Carlson 
Jill Clancy 
Charlie Jean Comero 
l\1eghan Ann Daun 
Sean Demet 
Adam Joseph Flett 
Tiffany Fuenffinger 
Alexander Paul Helling 

Distinction Candidate 



Katrina Lenell Hill 
Richard Deloren Hillstrom 
Laura Horner 
Szilvia Hosser-Cox 
Jessica T. Houlihan 
Kelsey Lee Jaeger 
MaryK. Kemp 

Miranda Lee Kersten 
Peter K. Koenig 
Holly Lahd 

Christine A. Lee 
Sarah Ann Lesnar 
Samantha Jocelyn Linman 
Yigliola Malca 
Kathleen McCarthy 
Aaron McFarlane 
Jennifer Lea Micolichek 
Daniel W Miller 
Darian Karim Motamed 
Alphonce Nicholaus 
Shawn Patrick Nor beck 
Calvin Olson 
Whitney J. Olson 
Margaret C. Peeters 
Mary Louise Presnail 
Katie-lyn M. Puffer 
Brian A. Remackel 
Noriko Sakuraoka 
Nicholas Saumweber 
Emily Siverhus 
Andrea Therese Stoneman 
Ashley Elaine Tabery 
Danielle R. Then 
Daniel Lee Thompson 
Mollie Jean Thompson 
Marc A. Thurow 
Alan J. Van den Berghe 
Brendan Karmath Ward 
Gordon Phillip Westmont 

Summa Cum Laude 
with Distinction Candidate 

High Distinction Candidate 
Summa Cum Laude 
with Distinction Candidate 

Distinction Candidate 

High Distinction Candidate 



Brandon Wiarda 
NengXiong 

Fisheries and Wildlife 

Community Engagement 5 cholar 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Todd W Arnold 

Christopher]. Allen 
:Michael John Anderson 
Nathan R. Bieber 
Chad]. Billat 
Katherine Marie Busse 
Carl Aaron Cabak 
Jake D. Carleen 
Angela Cosgrove 
Sonja Davidson 
Amber A. Dedrick 
:Michael Bruce Dings 
Melissa Jo DonCarlos 
Bryan Timothy Doyle 
J enelle L. Duvio 
Ryan P. Foley 
Maggie Hoffman 
Katrina Ruby Hopkins 
Rebecca Rose Huether 
Kelsi Layne Hunt 
Eric Flynn Hupperts 
Christopher R. Johnson 
Andrew Louis IZoenitzer 
Kristan Maccaroni 
Eric Mattson 
Aaron James Meilicke 
Jennifer Ann Merth 
Gretchen Merz 
Brent Lee Miller 
Brett D. :Miller 
Brittany Bronwyn :Mitchell 
Andrew Ryan Nelson 
Jeffrey James Och 
Darla F. Ostenson 
Keith Philippe 
Lisa Ashley Pugh 

Distinction Candidate 

Distinction Candidate 



Eric Puschinsky 
Rebecca Lynn Reiss 
Christina Mary Ripplinger 
Nissa Elizabeth Rudh 

Christine Janice Ryan 
Donelle Scaffidi 
Jeremy D. Skaw 
Christopher E. Smith 
Sarah Stafford 
Patrick John Tweedy 

Food Science 

Summa Cum Laude 
with Distinction Candidate 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Zata M. Vickers 

Ashley Valene Bents 
MinaDo 
J acquelyne Koch 
Callie Lyn I<rellwitz 
Hanna Lee 
Melissa]. Miller 
Roberta Raskin 
Jonathan Donald Rossbach 

Forest Resources 

Summa Cum Laude Candidate 

High Distinction Candidate 

Faculty Representative: Dr. Thomas E. Burk 

Nathaniel Leo Anderson 
Erin Baumgart 
Bridget Helwig 
Philip Paul Jubert 
Elizabeth]. McCarthy 
Craig James Merriman 
Ryan]. Mulvihill 
Patrick T. Nelson 
Joseph Norcross 
Drew Alexander Peterson 
James Luke Reese 
Brita Salmela 
Emma Schultz 

Tiffany Nicole Triggs 

High Distinction Candidate 

Summa Cum Laude 
with Distinction Candidate 



Nutrition 
Faculty Representative: Dr. David E. Smith 

Marina Abramovich 
Safia Farah Ali 
Samantha Arnoldy 
Fadume Omar Ashiro 
Erica Lee Bania 
Colleen Nicole Barthel 
Laura Lynn Barton 
Chelsea Beach 
Alla Begelman 
Rachel Elizabeth Bernier 
Brenda Boden 
Jyme Ann Butterfass 
Jenny]. Dahl 
Pamela Lynn Dickman 
Emily G. Dingmann 
Nicole Valeri Doering 
Elizabeth Donisch 
Allison Dostal 

Wanda M. Duellman 
McKenzie Marie Enebo 
Julie]. Ewert 
Diane M. Fish 
Lindsay E. A. Frank 
Mary Jo Glad 
Anne H. Gottsacker 
Jamie M. Graveen 
Emily Kristin Grimes 
Karina Leigh Hackman 
Natalie K. Hanson 

Jonathan W Hartman 
Francesca G. Heier 
Katie Jeannette Henson 
Ekaterina Oussova Herron 
Nicole Jean Hines 
Amanda J o Hinrichs 
Ashton Hoff 

Cum Laude Candidate 

Summa Cum Laude Candidate 
High Distinction Candidate 

High Distinction Candidate 

Summa Cum Laude 
with Distinction Candidate 
Distinction Candidate 



Amanda Hotchkiss 
Sarah Isse 
Miranda Johnson 
Kasey Lynn Jones 
Katelyn Marie Kawell 
Krystle Marie Klosterman 
Jacinta Ann Krych 
Alexandra Michelle Lacey 

Challis Catherine Larson 
Danielle Romane Larson 
Lauren A. Levandoski 
Natalie Lichter 
Jennifer Rose Lin ell 
Anna Leigh Lonergan 
Claire Mance 
Kathryn Emily McCulloch 
Kenzie Jean Meyer 
Emily M. Milius 
Emily A. Minton 
Andrea Lee Moscho 
Mariam Mou Mae 
Julius Musenze 
Stephanie Paquin 
Gina Marie Parolini 
Zahra Parsinezhad 
Laura L. Patterson 
Kristin A. Piatkowski 
Katherine Mary Pike 
Rachel Primmer 
Kelsey Quinn 
Rubena Rahman 
Siddhartha Rai 
Britt Reece 
Jameson Joseph Ribbens 
Danielle Ridder 
Marta Lisl Riniker 
Jeffrey M. Salladay 
Katie Michelle Schmidt 
Sarah Schuppenhauer 

Summa Cum Laude 
with Distinction Candidate 
High Distinction Candidate 

High Distinction Candidate 

Distinction Candidate 



Darin Robert Schwinkendorf Summa Cum Laude 

Megan Marie Skaar 
Lense Gurmu Solomon 
Alida Mari Sorenson 
r-:-...rista Kaye Szczepanski 
Jeni Conklin Taylor 
Heather Trefethren 
Tracy U ppm an 
Stephanie Ann Volm 
Austin Voltin 
Molly Jean Walsh 
Nicole E. Warren 
Cameron Lee Weir 
Brittany Lee Willard 
Holly A. Wruck 
Kenzie Meyer 

Jvith High Distinction Candidate 

Cum Laude Candidate 

Recreatiion Resource Management 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Ingrid E. Schneider 

Sarah Belcher 
Stella R. Collier 
Rebecca Dierich 
David Jeffrey Guenther 
Samuel Darwin Mosio 
Cassandra Joy Palmer 
Jennifer I. Parnes 
I<ristin Marie Petersen 
Gregory Paul Rottach 
Katherine Vatterrodt 

Distinction Candidate 

Distinction Candidate 

Urban and Community Forestry 
Faculty Representative: Dr. Alan R. Ek 

Jessica Lee Ebensteiner 
Liam Earl McClannahan 



The College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences relies on the 
contributions of its faculty and staff to enhance undergraduate education. The 
commitment of College faculty and staff to teaching, advising, research and 
curriculum development continues to provide energy and innovation for the college. 

The recipient of the College of Food, Agricultural and 
Natural Resource Sciences Outstanding Teaching Award for 
tenured faculty is Dr. Jonathan Chaplin, Bioproducts and 
Biosystems Engineering, non-tenured faculty is Dr. Dennis 
Becker, Forest Resources. 

The recipients of the College of Food, Agricultural and 
Natural Resource Sciences Alumni Society Distinguished Faculty 
Award is Dr. Tony Seykora, Animal Science. 

The College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource 
Sciences Student Board's Outstanding Professor is Dr. Michael 
White, Animal Science. 

The College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource 
Sciences Student Board's Outstanding Advisor is Dr. Emily 
Hoover, Department of Horticultural Science. 

The Student Board's Outstanding Club Advisor is Dr. Les 
Hansen, Gopher Dairy Club. 

The recipients of the Horace T. Morse-University if Minnesota 
Alumni Association Award for Outstanding Contributions to 
Undergraduate Education is Dr. Albert H. Markhart, III, 
Horticultural Science, and Dr. John P. Loegering, Fisheries, 
Wildlife and Conservation Biology. 



America, the Beautiful 

0 beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea! 

Hail! Minnesota 

Minnesota, hail to thee! 
Hail to thee, our college dear! 
Thy light shall ever be 
A beacon bright and clear; 
Thy sons and daughters true 
Will proclaim thee near and far; 
They will guard thy fame 
And adore thy name; 
Thou shalt be their Northern Star 

- Truman E. Richard 

Special acknowledgements to the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource 
Sciences Student Board, College student and staff volunteers, and the College's Student 
Services Office staff for their work in hosting the commencement ceremony. 
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scholarship supportingJood systems, agriculture, dnd natural , 

resources. CFANS plays a lead role in keeping Minnesota 

-competitive and connected as challenges and discoveries abound 

in genomics, plant and animal biology, the relationship of food 

to health, the inter-relatedness of ecosystems, renewable 

energy, thepromise of biocatalysis and bioinformatics, and the 

econpmic, communication, and policy issves assbcidted with 
; 

these. discoveries. 

As the College most closely connected with the University's 

historical roots as a land grant institution, our programs 

revitalize the University's core mission and support the 

University's "top three" goal through interdisciplinary and 

aligned res~arch efforts and a systems approach to complex 

problems. Furthermore, our proximity to public agency offices 

provides a unique outreach role: providing solid scientific support. 

, for policy decisions. 


