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DUIUTH-~Ma jor Harold J. Hopkins, formerly education and training
officer at Johnson Air Force base, Japan, will be UMD%s new professor of
air science.

He will succeed Major William P, Vanden Driss, who later this summer
will assume a new post as supply staff officer in the directorate of
transportation, Pacific air force headquarters, Hickam field, Hawaii.

Ma jor Hopkins, a native of Tacom, Wash., has reported at UMD,
Accompanying him are his wife, Alys, and three children, Michele, 13,
John, 11, and Michael, L.

His UMD assignment brings him to a new school experience in keeping
with an extensive background as a teacher and educational administrator.

A graduate of Gig Harbor, Wash., Union high school and Seattle
Pacific college, he was music supervisor at Grandview, Wash., public
schools for three years and at Selah and Carnation, Wash., one year eache

Following World War II, he continued his teaching at Tacoma and at
Peninsula junior high school, formerly (Cig Harbor,

In Janvary, 1948, he received a regular Air Force commission and has
continued in the service until the present time.

He entered the Air Force as an aviation cadet in 1943. After
training periods at Miami Beach, the University of Tennessee, Montgomery,
Ala., Albany, Ga., Greenville, Miss., and Blytheville, Ark., he went to

Europe in 1946 with the Airways and Air Communications Service.
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In April, 1949, after service at McChord field, Tacoma, he was
assigned to flight duty in the Berlin airlift. He rerained in Europe after
the Berlin crisis as wing training officer for the 1805th AACS wing.

Upon returning to the U.S. in 1952, he held the same position with
the 1800th AACS wing at Tinker AFB.

In 1954, he attendcd the field officers? course at the Air Command
and 8taff school, Air University, Maxwell field, Montgomery, Ala. In
1955 he completed the M.A. degree requirements at Stanford university,
Stanford, Calif., under the USAF Institute of Technology Resident College
prograli,

In 1956 he was assigned to Johnson Air Force base and rerained there
until this spring.

Upon his departure from Japan, the Reserve Officers Association of
the U.S., Department of the Far East, gave Major Hopkins a citation for
outstanding performance of duties and contribution to the social, educational
and cultural life of the base.

The citation read in part: ‘He has endeavored to establish a firm
foundation to divert youthful enthusiasm into useful and creative channels,
His work in this field has immeasurably aided in the reduction and control
of juvenile problems,

The citation also paid tribute to ¥his outstanding contribution to
the U.S. Air Force and the military community of which he became a wvital
link, between the home and the training foundation of his youthful charges.®

His varied duties ineluded youth activities adviser, president of
the Little League Baseball club, organizer of the Pee Basebgll league,
Cubmaster and assistant district commissioner of Boy Scouts in the Kanto
Plains arez, and active Parent-Teacher association leader.

He holds principalst® credentials in Washington and has taught social
studies, English, science and mathematics as well as music, His wife
recently attained the Deants list at the University of Maryland, where she
studied under Maryland's overseas program.
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