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“The Wizard of Uz:
Shakespeare and the Book of
]Ob”

OO
The Book of Job is among the most-
cited books of the Bible in all of
Shakespeare’s works. Although
many of these allusions reflect an
everyday language saturated in
Scripture, striking elements of plot
and character also show the presence
of Job in all his suffering, shame, and
splendor. Shylock is Shakespeare’s
Jewish Job; Othello is Shakspeare’s
black Job; Lear is Job deprived of
all children and social standing;
and Timon of Athens explores
the economic bankruptcy of Job.
Through the different faces and
figures of Job presented in this suite
of plays, Shakespeare elaborates the
cross-cultural journeys and human
travails of a Biblical character
whose story of privation and protest
continues to challenge us still.

The Department of English at the University of
Minnesota Duluth is pleased to announce

The Ninth Annual

Jankofsky Lecture

In Medieval and Renaissance Studies
In memory of Klaus Jankofsky

Featuring

Dr. Julia Reinhard Lupton
Professor of English & Comparative Literature,
University of California, Irvine

Presenting
“The Wizard of Uz:
Shakespeare and the Book of Job”
Friday, 4 April 2008

3:00pm
Kirby Ballroom C, UMD

Dr. Julia Reinhard Lupton (Ph.D. Yale
University): Professor of English & Comparative
Literature, University of California, Irvine;
Founding Director of Humanities Out There, an
educational partnership between UCI’s School
of Humanities and local schools.

Recent books include:

Citizen-Saints: ~Shakespeare and Political
Theology (University of Chicago Press, 2005)

Turning to the potentidea of political theology to
recover the strange mix of political and religious
thinking during the Renaissance, this bracing
study reveals in the works of Shakespeare and
his sources the figure of the citizen-saint, who
represents at once divine messenger and civil
servant, both norm and exception. Embodied
by such diverse personages as Antigone, Paul,
Barabbas, Shylock, Othello, Caliban, Isabella,
and Samson, the citizen-saint is a sacrificial
figure: a model of moral and aesthetic extremity
who inspires new regimes of citizenship with
his or her death and martyrdom.

Among the many questions Julia Reinhard
Lupton attempts to answer under the rubric of
thecitizen-saintare:how did statesofemergency,
acts of sovereign exception, and Messianic
anticipations lead to new forms of religious and
political law? What styles of universality were
implied by the abject state of the pure creature,
at sea in a creation abandoned by its creator?
And how did circumcision operate as both a
marker of ethnicity and a means of conversion
and civic naturalization?

Afterlives of the Saints: Hagiography, Typology
and Renaissance Literature (Stanford University
Press, 1996)

After Oedipus: Shakespeare in Psychoanalysis
(Cornell University Press, 1993)



