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In the present wide-ranging OEN article, I discuss the famous Swiss psychiatrist and psychological theorist Carl Gusta Jung (1875-1961) and his not so famous account of two kinds of thinking in Part One, Chapter II: “Two Kinds of Thinking” in his 1952 extensively revised and re-titled book titled Symbols of Transformation: An Analysis of the Prelude to a Case of Schizophrenia, second 1967 edition, translated by R. F. C. Hull (Princeton University Press, pp. 7-33).
Jung first published the chapter “Two Kinds of Thinking” as “Concerning the Two Kinds of Thinking” in his 1912 book in German that was translated into English as the book titled Psychology of the Unconscious by the American psychiatrist Beatrice M. Hinkle of Cornell University in 1916 (Moffat, Yard, and Company, pp. 8-41) – with an informative “Introduction to Psychoanalysis and Analytic Psychology” by Beatrice Hinkle (pp. vii-xlvi).
The original German title of Jung’s 1912 book was Wandlungen und Symbole der Libido. So, symbols of libido (sexual energy, broadly conceived).
The backstory of Jung’s 1912 book is important to note here in connection with his account of the “Two Kinds of Thinking.” The two kinds of thinking are (1) fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking and (2) directed thinking involving logic. In the present wide-ranging OEN article, I will honor the spirit of what Jung refers to as fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking by engaging in wide-ranging associative thinking – as I have also done in numerous other OEN articles in which I have discussed Jung’s account of the two kinds of thinking, including my OEN articles about the fantasy skits in mom-son porn videos that are available free on the internet.
See my OEN article “On Interpreting the Ubiquitous Mom-Son Porn on the Internet” (dated December 19, 2024; viewed 1,463 times as of July 29, 2025):
https://www.opednews.com/articles/On-Interpreting-the-Ubiqui-Carl-Jung_Internet_Internet_Pornography-241219-838.html
Now, in Jung’s dangerous self-experiment, he experimented with a free-wheeling form of meditation that he came to refer to as active imagination. Jung’s free-wheeling form of meditation involved images that he evoked from his personal unconscious and from the collective unconscious in his psyche. Jung’s practice of this free-wheeling form of meditation was dangerous because it could cause him to experience a psychotic break in which the forces of his unconscious would overthrow his ego-consciousness. Jung understood this danger, and he undertook elaborate measures to avoid this danger by working through and processing the images that his free-wheeling fantasies evoked from his unconscious by writing out detailed accounts of those images and the associations that they called forth in his ego-consciousness in his Black Books – and by further working through and processing certain images in works of art that he made in his Red Book. 
In any event, Jung various statements about the dangerous free-wheeling form of meditation known active imagination over the years have been collected in the volume titled Jung on Active Imagination. Edited by Joan Chodorow (Princeton University Press, 1997).
In 2021, W. W. Norton and Company published Jung’s Black Books: 1913-1932: Notebooks of Transformation, edited by Sonu Shamdasani, translated by Martin Liebscher, John Peck, and Sonu Shamdasani, in seven handsome volumes.
In 2009, W. W. Norton and Company published Jung’s Red Book: Liber Novus, edited by Sonu Shamdasani, translated by Mark Kyburz, John Peck, and Sonu Shamdasani, as a handsome oversized artbook with the works of art that Jung made to work through the striking fantasy images that his free-wheeling meditations had evoked from his unconscious.

C. G. Jung’s Life and Our Western Cultural History

Jung had undertaken his dangerous self-experiment with the free-wheeling form of meditation that he came to refer to as active imagination before World War I (July 28, 1914, to November 11, 1918) had begun in 1914, and he continued his dangerous self-experiment after World War I ended in 1918.
World War I was a watershed for the emergence of what is known as literary modernism. The term literary modernism refers to literary works such as the famous poem The Waste Land (1922) by the American-born poet and literary critic T. S. Eliot (1888-1965), the famous novel Ulysses (1920) by the Irish novelist James Joyce (1882-1941), and the famous novel To the Lighthouse (1927) by the English novelist and literary critic Virginia Woolf (1882-1941).
Now, the English Victorian Jesuit poet Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889), who famously experimented with what he referred to as sprung rhythm in his poems, did not manage to publish any of his poems in his lifetime. His friend and fellow poet (and medical doctor) Robert Bridges (1884-1930) published Hopkins’ poem posthumously in 1918. Consequently, Hopkins’ posthumously published poetry was considered part of what is known as literary modernism. Therefore, it fell to later literary scholars to correct the record and relocate Hopkins’ poetry within the Victorian era in which Hopkins had composed it.
Now, with the help of influential literary critics such as T. S. Eliot and Virginia Woolf, a new form of literary criticism emerged known as the New Criticism under the influence of the British literary critics I. A. Richards (1893-1979) and F. R. Leavis (1895-1978).
Now, as we know, World War I (1914-1918) was subsequently followed by World War II (September 1, 1939, to September 2, 1945) – which Jung also lived through. President Harry Truman (1884-1972) brought World War II to an end when he dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. As a result, Jung also lived through the postwar era known as the beginning of the Cold War.
Now, the young Canadian Marshall McLuhan (1911-1980) went to Cambridge University in England to undertake his graduate studies in English there. He studied there under I. A. Richards and F. R. Leavis. Subsequently, young Marshall McLuhan taught English at Saint Louis University, the Jesuit university in the City of St. Louis, Missouri (USA), from fall semester of 1937 to the end of the spring semester of 1944. Young Marshall McLuhan had converted to Roman Catholicism in the spring semester of 1937. At Saint Louis University, young Marshall McLuhan continued to work on his 1943 Cambridge University doctoral dissertation. Marshall McLuhan’s 1943 Cambridge University was published posthumously unrevised but with an editorial apparatus as the book titled The Classical Trivium: The Place of Thomas Nashe [1567-1601] in the Learning of his Time, edited by W. Terrence Gordon (Gingko Press, 2006; for McLuhan’s references to the French renaissance logician Peter Ramus [1515-1572], see the “Index” [p. 274). Marshall McLuhan in English at St. Mike’s at the University of Toronto was catapulted to unprecedented fame by the publication of his two books, The Gutenberg Galaxy: The Making of Typographic Man (sic) (University of Toronto Press, 1962) and Understanding Media; The Extensions of Man (sic) (McGraw-Hill, 1964).
In any event, young Marshall McLuhan, fresh from his graduate studies with I. A. Richards and F. R. Leavis at Cambridge University, brought the word about the posthumously published poetry of the Victorian Jesuit poet Gerard Manley Hopkins to young Jesuits in graduate studies in English at Saint Louis University. The young Jesuit Walter Jackson Ong, Jr. (1912-2003; Ph.D. in English, Harvard University, 1955) wrote his Master’s thesis in English at Saint Louis University on sprung rhythm in the poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins under young Marshall McLuhan’s direction in 1941. Subsequently, Ong published his 1941 Master’s thesis, slightly revised, as “Hopkins’ Sprung Rhythm and the Life of English Poetry” in Immortal Diamond: Studies in Gerard Manley Hopkins, edited by Norman Weyand, S. J. (Sheed & Ward, 1949, pp. 93-174).
Ong’s 1949 slightly revised version of his 1941 master’s thesis is handsomely reprinted (thanks to the skillful typesetting of Paul A. Soukup, S.J.) in An Ong Reader: Challenges for Further Inquiry, edited by Thomas J. Farrell and Paul A. Soukup (Hampton Press, 2002, pp. 111-174).
 For a cogent critique of Ong’s slightly revised “Hopkins’ Sprung rhythm and the life of English Poetry” (1949), see James I. Wimsatt’s book Hopkins’s Poetics of Speech Sound: Sprung rhythm, Lettering, Inscape (University of Toronto Press, 2006).
In any event, when young Walter Ong was pursuing his graduate studies in English at Saint louis University, young Marshall McLuhan, who was at the time working on his 1943 Cambridge University doctoral dissertation, called young Walter Ong’s attention to Harvard’s Perry Miller’s recently published massively researched 1939 book The New England Mind: The Seventeenth Century (Harvard University Press; for specific references to the French Renaissance logician Peter Ramus [1515-1572], see the “Index” [p. 528]). 
In any event, when young Walter Ong subsequently undertook his doctoral studies in English at Harvard University, Harvard’s Americanist Perry Miller served as the director of Ong’s massively researched 1954 Harvard University doctoral dissertation on the French Renaissance logician and educational reformer and Protestant martyr Peter Ramus (1515-1572) – whose work in logic dominated the curriculum of the recently founded (in 1636) Harvard College.
In 1958, Harvard University Press published Ong’s massively researched doctoral dissertation in two volumes: (1) Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue: From the Art of Discourse to the Art of Reason; and (2) Ramus and Talon Inventory, a briefly annotated listing the more than 750 volumes by Peter Ramus and his allies and his critics that Ong had tracked down in more than 100 libraries in the British Isles and Continental Europe.
Ong’s volume Ramus and Talon Inventory features the dedication “For Herbert Marshall McLuhan/ Who Started All This” – meaning that young Marshall McLuhan had started young Walter Ong’s interest in Peter Ramus when young Marshall McLuhan was working on his 1943 Cambridge University doctoral dissertation when he was teaching English at Saint Louis University.
In any event, I have discussed Ong’s philosophical thought in his massively researched 1958 book Ramus, Method and the Decay of Dialogue in my OEN article “Walter J. Ong’s Philosophical Thought” (dated September 20, 2020; viewed 3,222 times as of July 20, 2025): https://www.opednews.com/articles/Walter-J-Ong-s-Philosophi-by-Thomas-Farrell-Communication_Communications_Communications_Consciousness-200920-664.html
In my award-winning book Walter Ong’s Contributions to cultural Studies: The Phenomenology of the Word and I-Thou Communication (Hampton Press, 2000), I survey Ong’s life and eleven of his books and selected articles. My book was awarded the Marshall McLuhan Award for Outstanding Book in the Field of Media Ecology by the Media Ecology Association on June 15, 2001.
For a briefly annotated chronologically arranged bibliography of Ong’s 400 or so distinct publications (not counting translations or reprintings as distinct publications), see Thomas M. Walsh’s “Walter J. Ong, S.J.: A Bibliography 1929-2006” in the book Language, Culture, and Identity: The Legacy of Walter J. Ong, S.J., edited by Sara van den Berg and Thomas M. Walsh of Saint Louis University (Hampton Press, 2011, pp. 185-245).
Now, for Ong’s detailed discussion of the years when young Marshall McLuhan was teaching English at Saint Louis University and working on his 1943 Cambridge University doctoral dissertation, see Ong’s 1970 review of the 1969 book titled The Interior Landscape: The Literary Criticism of Marshall McLuhan, 1943-1962, edited by Eugene McNamara (McGraw-Hill, 1969) that is reprinted in An Ong Reader: Challenges for further Inquiry, edited by Thomas J. Farrell, and Paul A. Soukup (2002, pp. 69-110), mentioned above.
In any event, in Ong’s massively researched 1958 book Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue, mentioned above, Ong works with what he refers to as the aural-to-visual shift in cognitive processing in our Western cultural history (for specific page references, see aural-to-visual shit in the “Index” [p. 396]).
Now, at long last, I have now reached the point where I can introduce the point of the present wide-ranging OEN article. The point of the present OEN article is to point out various other ways in which various other authors have pointed to what Jung referred to as two kinds of thinking: (1) fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking and (2) directed thinking involving logic.
Ong’s massively researched 1958 book Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue includes a history of the formal study of logic from Aristotle down to Peter Ramus (1515-1572) and beyond.
But what Ong refers to as aural cognitive processing in our Western cultural history involves what Jung refers to as fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking.
Subsequently, what Ong referred to in his massively researched 1958 book Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue as the aural-to-visual shift in cognitive processing in our Western cultural history evolved into what referred to as orality/literacy contrasts. But what Ong subsequently referred to as orality/literacy contrasts involve, for all practical purposes, what Jung referred to, on the one hand, as fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking, and, on the other, directed thinking involving logic.
In any event, I have discussed Ong and Jung in my OEN article “Some Reflections on the Work of C. G. Jung and Walter J. Ong” (dated December 28, 2024; viewed 1,267 times as of July 29, 2025): https://www.opednews.com/articles/Some-Reflections-of-the-Wo-Carl-Jung_Fantasy_Images-Photos_Jesuits-241228-683.html
Now, Ong never tired of touting the classicist Eric A. Havelock’s landmark 1963 book Preface to Plato (Belknap Press of Harvard University Press).
Ong’s perceptive review of Havelock’s 1963 book Preface to Plato is reprinted in An Ong Reader: Challenges for Further Inquiry, edited by Thomas J. Farrell and Paul A. Soukup (2002, pp. 309-312), mentioned above.
In any event, what Havelock referred to as the imagistic thinking in the Homeric mentality involves what Jung referred to as fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking, and what Havelock referred to as the more abstract thinking in the Platonic mentality involves what Jung referred to as directed thinking involving logic – and all subsequent Western philosophic thought and all subsequent Christian theology involve what Jung referred to as directed thinking involving logic. In short, what Jung referred to as fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking has not been predominant in our Western cultural history over the centuries.
Now, following both Ong and Havelock, I worked with the orality/literacy contrast in my controversial article “IQ and Standard English” in the NCTE journal College Composition and Communication, volume 34 (1983): pp. 470-483 – in which I presented a testable hypothesis regarding black and white IQ differences that could be tested through longitudinal tests involving pre-tests and post-tests of control groups and experimental groups of black and white students. But no such longitudinal tests of my hypothesis ever occurred. In any event, I would now point out that the black mean IQ test results may indicate that a propensity for what Jung referred to as fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking in still alive today in American black inner-city cultures to this day. No doubt the white mean IQ scores on IQ tests show that what Jung referred to as directed thinking involving logic is alive and well in white American culture today.
Now, the Oxford-educated British conservative Mary Harrington published the guest op-ed titled “Thinking Is Becoming a Luxury Good” in The New York Times (dated July 28, 2025): https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/28/opinion/smartphones-literacy-inequality-democracy.html
Because Mary Harrington criticizes smartphones, among other things, her guest op-ed called to mind Jonathan Haidt’s 2024 book The Anxious Generation: How the Great Rewiring of childhood Is Causing an Epidemic of Mental Illness (Penguin Press).
I have discussed Jonathan Haidt’s 2024 book The Anxious Generation in my OEN article “Jonathan Haidt on the Epidemic of Mental illness in Gen Z” (dated March 24, 2024; viewed 1,263 times as of July 29, 2025): https://www.opednews.com/articles/Jonathan-Haidt-on-the-Epid-Health-Psychology-Mental-Health_Mental-Health_Mental-Illness_Smartphones-240328-657.html
I any event, the Oxford-educated British conservative Mary Harrington is the author of the 2023 book Feminism Against Progress (Regnery).
I have discussed the Oxford-educated British conservative Mary Harrington’s 2023 book Feminism Against Progress in my OEN article “Mary Harrington on Feminism, Legalized Abortion, and the Pill” (dated December 20, 2023; viewed 1,123 times as of July 29, 2025): https://www.opednews.com/articles/Mary-Harrington-on-Feminis-Abortion_Culture_Feminism_Pop-Culture-231220-964.html
Now, in the Oxford-educated British conservative Mary Harrington’s guest op-ed “Thinking Is Becoming a Luxury Good” (dated July 28, 2025), what she refers to as “thinking” is what Jung referred to as directed thinking involving logic.
She also refers to “Thinking” with various other expressions: “Long-form literacy” (twice); “thoughtful reasoning”; and “long-form reasoning.” 
She sees the emerging “post-literate world” as eroding the precious “capacity[ies] for concentration, linear reasoning and deep thought. the presence of these traits at scale contributed to the emergence of free speech, modern science and liberal democracy, among other things” in our Western cultural history after the Gutenberg printing press emerged in Europe in the mid-1450s and shaped what Ong refers to as or Western print culture in his massively researched 1958 book Ramus, Method, and the Decay of Dialogue, mentioned above.
Now, even though the Oxford-educated British conservative Mary Harrington sounds the alarm about theses recent developments in our Western cultural history in her guest op-ed “Thinking Is a Luxury Good,” she does not happen to use any specific terms to characterize these recent developments that resemble what Jung referred to as fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking.
I do not want to put any words in Mary Harrington’s mouth, figuratively speaking.
But I do want to pose the question here: Are the recent developments that Mary Harrington write about in her guest op-ed in The New York Times and the related (in my estimate) developments that Jonathan Haidt writes about in his 2024 book The Anxious Generation related to re-animating today what Jung referred to as fantasy thinking involving images and associative thinking?
In any event, I have also written about what Jung referred to as fantasy thinking involving images and associative thing in my OEN article “About J. R. R. Tolkien’s Fantasy Novel The Lord of the Rings” (dated February 15, 2025; viewed 1,139 times as of February 29, 2025): https://www.opednews.com/articles/About-J-R-R-Tolkien-s-F-Carl-Jung_Fantasy_Fantasy_Images-Photos-250215-872.html


