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Tuesday Motivation: 

UMN Crookston Points of Pride 

In terms of percentage, UMN Crookston brought the highest proportion of 

international students into the system. Happy Tuesday! 
 

  

 

Hello Golden Eagles, 

 

Spring is in the air, and while I have spent enough time in the Midwest to know 

winter might not be over, it is beginning to yield to spring and a new season is 

upon us.  And I’d like to extend a special thank you to everyone who came out 

https://www.crk.umn.edu/


to decorate the snow with spring themes for our students as they returned from 

spring break. 

  

Changes in Leadership 

Earlier this year, Soo-Yin Lim-Thompson, Ph.D., and Harouna Maiga Ph.D., 

announced changes in the seasons of their careers as they will each transition 

into faculty roles this coming year. Today, Ken Myers joins them in making a 

similar announcement. Between the three of them, they have more years of 

service to UMN Crookston than I have years of life—these are significant 

changes, and we need to take time to acknowledge their work. 

  

Soo-Yin has spent six years as the head for the Liberal Arts and Education 

department and she served a year as the interim vice chancellor for academic 

affairs.  She has provided significant leadership for our education and liberal 

education programs, aided in the launch of seven new academic programs, and 

was instrumental this past fall in securing full continuing accreditation from the 

Minnesota Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board.  Soo-Yin has 

also overseen our Early Childhood Development Center as well as the College 

in the High School program during years of significant growth. 

  

Harouna has served as the department head in Agriculture and Natural 

Resources since 2015.  Among his more significant accomplishments are re-

establishing our standing with the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 

(IACUC). He has also contributed the Center for Collaborative Research and 

Owen lab projects, assisted with the growth and development of multiple new 

programs in Agriculture and Natural Resources, and promoted the 

internationalization of the curriculum in Ag and NatR. 

  

Ken Myers has provided many years of service as Registrar to this campus and 

the University System. Ken has been instrumental working on several major 

projects including large PeopleSoft updates, implementing APLUS and TES, 

setting up ASTRA Scheduling for classrooms, as well as the new U Achieve and 

much more.  He has also contributed to the establishment of a strong and 

necessary policy infrastructure for UMN Crookston.  We are currently taking 

steps to identify someone new to fill the Registrar duties. 

  



This coming fall, Soo-Yin, Harouna, and Ken will each take a semester leave to 

prepare for their return to the classroom. And speaking just for myself, I know 

that there’s no way for me to fully prepare for a fall season without their 

experience and wisdom. 

  

Admissions Update 

It is also “decision season” across the United States as May 1 is National 

College Decision Day.  While UMN Crookston has never used this as a hard 

deadline for admissions decisions, we are doing more this year to align with 

national practices in which other colleges and universities require a commitment 

by May 1.  What that means is the next five weeks are a critical “decision 

season” for many prospective students. I know it is also a busy season at UMN 

Crookston as we make the final sprint to the end of the school year, but I ask 

that if you receive a request from our enrollment management office to help 

reach out to connect with prospective students you make some time to do so.  

  

Now is also a great time to reach out to high school students you 

know.  Remember, nearly half of our students are first-generation college 

students, and many of the first-generation students who will go to college next 

fall have not yet applied to college.  They often struggle with self-doubt, and 

since their parents did not attend college, their parents may have some similar 

doubts.  Thus, it’s important we share positive messages like “you can 

succeed,” “you can afford college,” “you are smart and capable,” “we need you,” 

and “you’ve already overcome a lot in high school, and that tells me you will do 

the same in college.”  Of course, it doesn’t hurt to remind students who have 

doubts that the small campus environment at UMN Crookston provides extra 

structure and support that will help them to thrive. 

  

Lastly, while May 1 is the National College Decision Day, it is not a hard 

deadline at UMN Crookston—we will continue to recruit through our application 

deadline of August 1.  But it is important we situate our work within the broader 

trends and practices of higher education, and the push that we will make 

through the next five weeks is an important part of that effort. 

 

Sincerely,  



 

 

Vice Chancellor Hoffman 

 

In Memory Of... 

Harvey Windels, Ph.D., a former research specialist in animal science at the 

Northwest Research and Outreach Center passed away on Monday, March 25. 

Arrangements are pending at Stenshoel-Houske Funeral Home.  

 

Looking Forward to this Week  

Women's History Month: "Girl, Wash Your Face!" Book Discussion: Join 

the discussion with others on Tuesday, March 26 at 3 p.m. in the UMN 

Crookston Library, about the popular book "Girl, Wash Your Face!". Open to the 

community. Refreshments will be served. 

 

Women's History Month: Mentoring Women of Color (webinar) on Wednesday, 

March 27, from 1 - 3 p.m. in Dowell 208. For more information, click here.  

 

Movie Showing - On The Basis of Sex: In honor of Women's History Month, join 

us on Thursday, March 28, starting at 7 p.m. in Bede Ballroom to watch On The 

Basis of Sex.  

 

The film tells an inspiring and spirited true story that follows young lawyer Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg as she teams with her husband Marty to bring a groundbreaking 

case before the U.S. Court of Appeals and overturn a century of gender 

discrimination. The feature will premiere in 2018 in line with Justice Ginsburg's 

https://www.stenshoelhouske.com/notices/Harvey-Windels
https://events.crk.umn.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=event_b&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=DDF8D426-7CD6-4416-B558-587BB6DEB26B


 

25th anniversary on the Supreme Court. 

 

Rated PG-13 

Free and open to the public. 

 

Employee Benefits Counselor Individual Meetings (for those retiring before 

December 31, 2019): A University of Minnesota Employee Benefits Counselor will 

be at the Crookston campus on Friday, March 29. The Counselor will have 20-

minute personal meeting slots available from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. These meeting 

times are reserved for individuals who plan to retire before December 31, 2019. 

 

If you have specific questions regarding the University’s Uplan, dental plans, 

disability insurance coverage, life insurance, or retirement plans, you are 

encouraged to contact Krisann to set up a telephone appointment. You can reach 

Krisann by email at mcmahonk@umn.edu, or by calling Employee Benefits at 

(612) 624-8647 or (800) 756-2363 and selecting option 1. 

 

Call Bridget, Human Resource Generalist, at 8346 or e-mail her 

at bsteffes@umn.edu if you would like to schedule an individual meeting to discuss 

retiring before the end of 2019. 

The Buzz Around Campus 

University of Minnesota Crookston Arts Committee: In the past,  usually in 

conjunction with the need to facilitate specific art projects, a committee was 

formed, at the direction of the UMN Crookston Chancellor, to make plans for new 

art, to commission artists and to see that the projects were carried out. An example 

of this was the restoration of the Kiehle building around 2000. In that case, as with 

any new construction or refurbishing, 1 percent of the cost of the project was set 

aside for art.   

 

There are ongoing needs with current and future campus art that suggest an 

important function for an ongoing committee.   Thus we are establishing an 

ongoing committee that will address the following campus needs: 

 Create a mission and values statement and an overall campus plan for 

interpreting, maintaining and displaying current art and for procuring new 

art. 

mailto:mcmahonk@umn.edu
mailto:bsteffes@umn.edu


 

 The committee will serve as a consulting resource for departments, 

facilities, or other special interests who are interested in procuring art on 

campus. 

 Cultivate grant and donor resources for procuring new art and/or assisting 

in archiving that which we currently have 

 Facilitate campus and community events related to art such as special 

speakers, arts demonstrations, even extracurricular/ community education 

arts classes.   

Membership: The membership of this committee is open to anyone who has an 

interest. George French and Jim Schaar have agreed to serve as co-chairs for 

the committee.  If you have an interest in serving on the committee--please 

contact Chris Winjum by April 15.   

 

New Student Ambassador Program 2019: The Office of Admissions is 

revamping the University of Minnesota Crookston Student Ambassador Program 

for the Fall of 2019. We are looking for current students who are friendly, 

enthusiastic, energetic, and who want to tell their UMN Crookston stories! 

 

If you are interested in finding out more, please contact Amberly Cox, ambassador 

supervisor, at pesal001@crk.umn.edu. 

 

Welcome New Employees  

 Michael Griffin, Director of Admissions, UMN Crookston Office of 

Admissions. 

 Derek Bakken, UMN Crookston Athletics - Football 

 

Accolades 

Recognition: Congratulations Assistant Professor James Foss! Foss, from our 

Teacher Education unit, was recently accepted into the Minnesota TeachingWorks 

Fellowship. The outcome of the fellowship is to support UMN Crookston teacher 

candidates’ growth with a focus on equity and social justice through teaching. 

Around Town 

Accolades: Don and Mary Cavalier will be recognized as Experienced Americans 



 

by the City of Crookston, Parks and Recreation, and the Golden Link Senior 

Center on Friday March 29, from 1:30 p.m. - 3 p.m., with a program at 2 p.m., at 

the Golden Link Center. 

 

Job Fairs 

Law Enforcement Opportunities Job Fair - Brooklyn Park 

The Career Fair is being held on Thursday, April 18, 2019, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 

the Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice Education Center located in Brooklyn 

Park, MN. Free roundtrip transportation for those who sign up by April 11. 

 

To register click here.  

Job Fairs for Education Students: 

Tri College Education Job Fair - April 4, 2019 

Sign up here.  

 

MN Education Job Fair - April 10 

Sign up here.  

 

Transportation to Job Fairs 

Free transportation will be provided pending number of attendees. 

Deadline to sign up for transportation is March 22. 

 

In the coming weeks... 

First Annual Research Fair: On Thursday, April 18, from 12 - 1 p.m. UMN 

Crookston will be hosting its First Annual Research Fair.  

 

Background: 

Undergraduate Research Week (April 8-12) is celebrated Nationwide across 

hundreds of colleges and Universities. Undergraduate Research (UGR) is HIP. 

AACU calls it a High Impact Practice along with regular curricular improvements 

such as First Year Experiences (preaching to the choir!). Getting our students to 

realize and utilize the diverse opportunities that we provide them is more difficult. 

  

Event: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a48a8ae28a02-leojob
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a48a8ae28a02-mens1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a48a8ae28a02-mneducation


 

The seed idea is that all research active faculty and staff set up booths/tables to 

share our collective (individual, interdisciplinary and collaborative) research and 

scholarship with the student community. Associate Professor Venugopal Mukku 

has set up a committee comprised of one faculty member from each department 

and a few staff members to brainstorm the logistics of the organization. They will 

meet on Tuesday, March 26. More information will follow. 

  

 

Carlson School of Management: 

Associate Director of Admissions, Larissa Lavrov will be on campus April 9 from 11 

a.m.-3 p.m. 

 

Representatives will be on campus to speak with students about the MBA in Two 

program. It is geared towards undergraduate students who know they would like to 

pursue an MBA. Additional information regarding undergraduate specialty masters 

degrees will also be available. 

 

Focus on Feasibility Interactive Workshop: 

https://carlsonschool.umn.edu/degrees/master-business-administration/full-time-mba/admissions/mba-in-two/mba-in-two-admissions
https://carlsonschool.umn.edu/degrees/master-business-administration/full-time-mba/admissions/mba-in-two/mba-in-two-admissions
https://carlsonschool.umn.edu/masters-programs
https://carlsonschool.umn.edu/masters-programs


  



 

Health Management Webinar: Join us for our Health Management Webinar! 

Understand how you can advance your career in the management of various 

health care settings while learning from experts in the field. The event will take 

place on Friday, April 26, from 12 -1 p.m. The keynote speaker will be Susan 

Klassen: MBA, RN, LNHA, HSE. 

 

This information session will help you understand: 

 How our online programs work. 

 Long-Term Care Supports and Services 

 Nursing Home Administration 

 NAB Accredited- HSE Status Eligible-ONLINE 

For more information, check out UMN Crookston's Facebook event page here.  

 

Ox Cart Days - Ice Cream Social: Faculty, staff, and students are needed to help 

out during the Ice Cream Social (30 minutes increments) during Ox Cart Days. If 

you're available, please sign up here.  

Summer 2019 

 Youth Day Horseback Riding Camp 

o  June 12, 2019 

o July 15, 2019 

o August 5, 2019 

 Ages 8-17 years old  

 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

 UMN Crookston Stables  

 Adult Riding Clinic  

o May 29, 2019 

o June 5, 12, 19, and 26, 2019 

 6:30 - 9 p.m. 

 UMN Crookston Stables  

 Youth Intermediate Riding Clinic  

o May 30, 2019 

o June 6, 13, 20, and 27, 2019 

 6:30 - 9 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/420275635391629/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a48a8ae28a02-icecream


 

 UMN Crookston Stables  

 

Save the Dates 

 Business Challenge Day – March 27, 2019 

 Institute for Advanced Study Community Discussion Forum – March 29, 

2019 

 UMN Crookston hosts Natural Resources Exploration Days – March 29 and 

30, 2019 

 University of Minnesota Employee Benefits Counselor at UMN Crookston – 

March 29, 2019 

 Basic/beginner riding clinic with Polk County 4-H at UTOC Arena from 6 - 8 

p.m. – April 2, 2019 

 Grad Fest – April 3, 2019 

 Carlson School of Management – April 9, 2019 

 Focus on Feasibility Interactive Workshop – April 24, 2019 

 Athletic Banquet and President Kaler's last visit – April 25, 2019 

 College Exploration Day – April 26, 2019 

 Junior Campus Preview Day – April 26, 2019 

 Paddock Party – MinnTucky Social May 4, 2019 

 Northern Great Plains Youth Institute – May 6, 2019 

 Farm to Table – August 9, 2019 

  

Weekly Activities 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

Dr. Balaraman on campus  

"Girl, Wash Your Face!" Book Discussion  

 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Women's History Month: Mentoring Women of Color (Webinar)  

 

Thursday, March 28, 2019 

Crookston Student Association Full Board Meeting 

Dr. Balaraman on campus 

https://events.crk.umn.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=event_b&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=FACB2396-BB2E-47F4-9979-6C77CDD1935F
https://events.crk.umn.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=event_b&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=EF387001-027B-4243-AC0F-CD13A9169F56
https://events.crk.umn.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=event_b&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=DDF8D426-7CD6-4416-B558-587BB6DEB26B
https://events.crk.umn.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=event_b&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=04B74A7D-1F72-40F1-AAED-53DF417B0961
https://events.crk.umn.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=event_b&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=B119BD8F-ABA2-4379-B0A8-CFB96FA14EEF


 

Movie Showing: On The Basis Of Sex 

 

Friday, March 29, 2019 

Employee Benefits Counselor Individual Meetings 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

********************* 

Publication notes:  E-Update is published by the Office of University Relations at the University of 

Minnesota Crookston every Monday except for May, June, July, and December, when it is published occasionally  Issues are 

posted online at update-e-relations/campus-www.crk.umn.edu/units/university .If you have any questions regarding the 

information in this news update, please send them to urumc@umn.edu . The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity

educator and employer. 
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