
Staff Senate 
January 30, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
Approved 2-13-18 
 
Present:   Emily Borra, Sara Fitzgerald, Frank Maragi, Ann Miller, Sandy Modin, Matt 

Rosendahl, Andrea Sande, Joel Sanderson, Stacey Stark, Kara Ward, Carlee 
Williams 

Absent: Kari Young 
 
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM 
DAdB 520 - Administrative Conference Room 
 

1. Welcome, Suspend Robert’s Rules, Hand-raising rule 
Joel Sanderson called the meeting to order. He will attend the upcoming Robert’s Rules 
training. 
 

2. Finalize agenda  
 

3. Approve minutes from January 16, 2018 Staff Senate meeting 
January 16 minutes were approved. A discussion was held about the level of detail in notes. 
 

4. Suggestion Box Topic - Ann 
A suggestion was made to stop using the term “merit pay.” A discussion was had that merit-pay 
is a system-wide process, and it is outside of Staff Senate’s scope to change the name of this 
process. 
 

5. Sub Committee Updates 
● Strategy​ - They have drafted the first two articles of standing rules to replace bylaws 

for Staff Senate. These include staff election to campus governance and 
membership in Staff Senate. Members were asked to provide feedback by Tuesday. 
Additional sections of the document are still in process. The document will assist with 
onboarding of new members. 

● Outreach   
○ Improvements have been made to the Staff Senate website, including the 

addition of Regents Scholarship information. 
○ Sara will assist this group in writing the letter to supervisors. 

● Events 
○ Lunch ‘n’ Learn sessions include a tour of the main production kitchen on 

February 15 and a session on the heating plant and tunnels in March. 
○ Creation of a Regents Scholarship working group was recommended to consider 

whether to pursue changes to the application process. This item could also be 
discussed with UMD’s system Civil Service and P&A Senate representatives. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XyEZtkC2w-wrzgh2wxkMS0ZtTE4tUpVvHRD1fKZO-jI/edit?usp=sharing


○ Staff Assembly dates will be pushed later into February or March, to occur closer 
in time to campus governance elections, possibly as an open house Q&A, similar 
to Wednesday sessions with administrators. Events Subcommittee will do the 
planning. A message with updates could be sent to staff in advance. 

 
6. Staff Assembly Topics 

Staff Senate reviewed the topics submitted at the fall Staff Assembly meetings, noting whether 
they have been completed, are in process, or are not within Staff Senate’s purview. Review will 
continue at the next meeting. The document will ultimately be shared with staff, possibly on the 
Staff Senate governance website. Joel brought the request for a staff listserv (as an alternative 
to using Biz Announce) to Chancellor’s Leadership Council. A listserv will not be formed, 
primarily because of the difficulty maintaining a list, given that staff members reside in all VC 
units and have varying employee classifications. 
 

7. Next Meeting 
● Staff Senate Meeting - 2/13, 1 PM - DAdB 520 

 
Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 


