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FALL LAWN CARE 

Mid-August to early September is a good time 
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the old one. When the grass is thin or uneven or shows other signs of low 

fertility, a soil test might be beneficial. Contact your local county agricultural 

agent for instructions on taking and mailing the soil test. 

* * * * 
Fall planting helps to prevent the weed problems. Another advantage to 

planting the lawn ia early fall is that there is more time to do the kind of water-

ing which is necessary to get the new grass started. 

* * * * 
Thorough soil preparation before planting is important. Here are the main 

steps. Add organic matter such as barnyard manure, compost or agricultural peat 

to both heavy and light soils. Work the organic matter thoroughly into the upper 

6 inches of the soil. 

**** 
Add a complete fertilizer such as a 10-10-10 or a 10-8-6 to the soil prior to 

working. Apply 40 to 50 pounds per 1,000 square feet and work it in with the 

organic matter. Before the end of September apply fertilizer again. 

* * * * 
Buy a good quality grass seed adapted to your lawn conditions. Choose 

Kentucky bluegrass for a sunny lawn or a mixture of fescue and bluegrass for shady 
areas. 

* * * * Keep the soil surface moist until the grass seed is germinated, and start 
mowing when the grass is approximately 3 inches high. Do not let it grow too long 
before mowing the first time. Early mowing does not injure the lawn grass. 
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