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Balanced Effort Fuels 104-70 Minnesota

Crookston Exhibition Win Over NCAA Division

III Power Northwestern-St. Paul
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CROOKSTON, Minn. – The University of Minnesota

Crookston men's basketball team was able to spread

the ball around with 19 assists and five players in

double figures as they shut the door on the University

of Northwestern (Minn.) 104-70.

The game was the first and only exhibition tilt for the

Golden Eagles. It pitted the Golden Eagles against

NCAA Division II foe Northwestern-St. Paul. The Eagles

out of Northwestern-St. Paul have a great history in

NCAA Division III as they are just two years removed

from seven-consecutive NCAA Division III Tournament

berths. The Eagles made it to the third round in 2014-15

and won the National Christian College Athletic

Association National Championship in 2009-10.

The Golden Eagles displayed great balance all-around

from the on-set of Saturday's exhibition as they were

able to 11 players into the score column, including five

in double-digits. Harrison Cleary (Jr., G, Oak Creek, Wis.)

showed why he was All-NSIC First Team and D2CCAA

All-America Honorable Mention. Cleary finished with 22

points on 7-20 from the field and 3-of-7 from beyond

the arc. Maybe more impressive, were his six assists

and six rebounds for Minnesota Crookston.

Chase Knickerbocker (Sr., G/F, Annandale, Minn.) returned to the floor in a game atmosphere for the first time

since an injury took him out of the second half of the season Dec. 30. Knickerbocker quickly displayed why he

was missed as his great shooting touch and length were evident throughout. He finished with 17 points on 7-

of-13 from the field and 3-of-4 from distance. Knickerbocker added eight points.

Josh Collins (Sr., F, Minneapolis, Minn.) finished with 10 points and four boards as the University of North Dakota

transfer had a strong game as he finished well at the hoop and brought energy to the post for Minnesota

Crookston. Ben Juhl (So., G, Clive, Iowa) added 14 points on 5-of-8 from the field, while Brian Sitzmann (R-Fr., G,

Savage, Minn.) made his collegiate debut with 10 points and six boards off the bench.

Javier Nicolau (Jr., F/C, Castellon, Spain) added nine point and three rebounds, while Gable Smith (R-Sr., F/C,

Lodi, Wis.) was a stat-sheet stuffer with six points, seven boards, and six steals.

Team Statistics

UNW UMCMBB

FG% .364 .487

3FG% .258 .500

FT% .750 .889

RB 42 51

TO 14 8

STL 5 9

Game Leaders

Scoring

#00 Cleary, Harrison

PTS 22 FGM 7

3FGM 3 FTM 5

MIN 29

#25 Knickerbocker, Chase

PTS 17 FGM 7

3FGM 3 FTM 0

MIN 22

#02 Juhl, Ben

PTS 14 FGM 5

3FGM 2 FTM 2

MIN 27

#30 Collins, Josh

PTS 10 FGM 5

3FGM 0 FTM 0

MIN 18

Players Mentioned

#0 Harrison Cleary

G / 6' 1" / Sophomore

#25 Chase Knickerbocker

G/F / 6' 7" / Junior

#24 Gable Smith

F / 6' 7" / Redshirt Junior

#2 Ben Juhl

G / 6' 1" / Freshman

#14 Brian Sitzmann

G / 6' 4" / Freshman

#12 Malcolm Cohen

G/F / 6' 6" / Junior

#44 Javier Nicolau

F/C / 6' 10" / Sophomore

#30 Josh Collins

F / 6' 6" / Junior

  

BOX SCORE

MEN'S BASKETBALL More +

https://crk.umn.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/MinnesotaCrookstonAthletics/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10156112054873020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5gUaq6T_sY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTK-NvFMdcI&t=1s
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/11/10/mens-basketball-arkansas-tech-staves-off-second-half-charge-by-minnesota-crookston-74-71.aspx
https://cspbears.com/sidearmstats/mbball/summary
https://portal.stretchinternet.com/csp/portal.htm?eventId=489514&streamType=video
https://goldeneaglesports.com/schedule.aspx?path=mbball&season=2018-19
https://goldeneaglesports.com/roster.aspx?path=mbball&season=2018-19
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/opponent-history/arkansas-tech-university/155
https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/11/3/mens-basketball-balanced-effort-fuels-104-70-minnesota-crookston-exhibition-win-over-ncaa-division-iii-power-northwestern-st-paul.aspx?print=true
https://twitter.com/share?text=Balanced+Effort+Fuels+104-70+Minnesota+Crookston+Exhibition+Win+Over+NCAA+Division+III+Power+Northwestern-St.+Paul&url=https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/11/3/mens-basketball-balanced-effort-fuels-104-70-minnesota-crookston-exhibition-win-over-ncaa-division-iii-power-northwestern-st-paul.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/11/3/mens-basketball-balanced-effort-fuels-104-70-minnesota-crookston-exhibition-win-over-ncaa-division-iii-power-northwestern-st-paul.aspx&p[title]=Balanced+Effort+Fuels+104-70+Minnesota+Crookston+Exhibition+Win+Over+NCAA+Division+III+Power+Northwestern-St.+Paul
mailto:?body=https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/11/3/mens-basketball-balanced-effort-fuels-104-70-minnesota-crookston-exhibition-win-over-ncaa-division-iii-power-northwestern-st-paul.aspx
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://goldeneaglesports.com/news/2018/11/3/mens-basketball-balanced-effort-fuels-104-70-minnesota-crookston-exhibition-win-over-ncaa-division-iii-power-northwestern-st-paul.aspx&media=//goldeneaglesports.com//images/2018/11/3/Knickerbocker.jpg&description=Balanced+Effort+Fuels+104-70+Minnesota+Crookston+Exhibition+Win+Over+NCAA+Division+III+Power+Northwestern-St.+Paul
https://goldeneaglesports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=2372
https://goldeneaglesports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=2375
https://goldeneaglesports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=2694
https://goldeneaglesports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=2416
https://goldeneaglesports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=2417
https://goldeneaglesports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=2595
https://goldeneaglesports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=2379
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/harrison-cleary/2730
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/chase-knickerbocker/2736
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/ben-juhl/2735
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/josh-collins/2732
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/harrison-cleary/2372
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/harrison-cleary/2372
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/chase-knickerbocker/2375
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/chase-knickerbocker/2375
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/gable-smith/2379
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/gable-smith/2379
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/ben-juhl/2416
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/ben-juhl/2416
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/brian-sitzmann/2417
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/brian-sitzmann/2417
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/malcolm-cohen/2419
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/malcolm-cohen/2419
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/javier-nicolau/2595
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/javier-nicolau/2595
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/josh-collins/2694
https://goldeneaglesports.com/sports/mens-basketball/roster/josh-collins/2694
https://goldeneaglesports.com/boxscore.aspx?path=mbball&id=2578
https://goldeneaglesports.com/index.aspx
https://goldeneaglesports.com/index.aspx?path=mbball


The Golden Eagles were 38-of-78 for 48.7 percent. Minnesota Crookston shot 12-of-24 from beyond the arc for

50 percent and 16-of-18 for 88.9 percent from the stipe. The Golden Eagles outrebounded the Eagles 51-42.

Northwestern-St. Paul was led by Anderson Bazile, Jr. with 25 points on 10-of-13 from the field. Caleb Hageman

added 14 points, while Brady Bellefeuille had seven points. The Eagles were 28-of-77 from the field for 36.4

percent. They shot 8-of-31 for 25.8 percent from beyond the arc and 6-of-8 for 75.0 percent from the charity

stripe.

Minnesota Crookston got off to a quick start as they used an 11-2 start to propel them against Northwestern-St.

Paul. The Golden Eagles were paced in the early going by five points from Knickerbocker and four from Collins.

Minnesota Crookston pushed their lead out to 17-4 on a Nicolau bucket.

The Eagles were able to get the lead down to 17-7 on a Noah Hill old-fashioned three-point play. However,

Minnesota Crookston came right back with back-to-back triples from Cleary and Malcolm Cohen (R-Jr., G/F,

Detroit, Mich.) to push the lead out to 23-7. The Golden Eagles took their lead out to 28-11 on a Sitzmann three

and pushed it to 34-13 on a Nicolau bucket.

Northwestern-St. Paul made a late charge in the first half as they cut the deficit to 12 with a minute remaining

on a Colton Simmer bucket. Smith hit a basket late in the half to push the lead out to 14 going into the break.

Minnesota Crookston used buckets from Smith and Collins to lift them to a 51-33 advantage early in the second

half. A trey from Bellefeuille brought Northwestern-St. Paul within 15. However, the Golden Eagles came back

with an 11-0 run ignited by two Juhl triples to lead 62-36.

Northwestern-St. Paul chipped away at the lead to get it down to a 15-point deficit on a Bazile three-pointer

with 12:13 remaining. However, the Golden Eagles responded and pushed the advantage back out to 28 on a

Juhl basket with 6:37 left in the game.

Minnesota Crookston would continue to hold strong as they won 104-70 to exit the exhibition slate on a strong

note.

The Golden Eagles will open conference play Nov. 10 and 11 against Arkansas Tech University and University of

Arkansas-Monticello at the Gangelhoff Center in St. Paul, Minn. 
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