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Certain factors over which the grower has control
can lower the value of his wool and reduce the price
obtainable.

The condition of a fleece is determined by its free-
dom from chaff, burs, or other foreign matter and
moisture.

Careless handling after shearing, however, can re-
duce further the sale value of a fleece.

Careful Handling Means

1. Shear only when the fleece is dry. If there is
any dampness, the fleece should be dried before tying.

2. In shearing, avoid second cuts. Second cuts
make short fiber, waste, and a lower grade.

3. Shear on a floor swept clean and kept clean after
the shearing of each sheep. A large canvas may be
used. The main thing is to keep each fleece free from
dirt and straw, as both lower the sale value of the
wool.

4. When fleece is off—

a. Remove the neck wool if it is chaffy, as it will
lower the value of the entire fleece if left on.
When removed, this neck wool can be shipped
separately loose with other similar wool.

b. Remove any dirty and damp skirts from each
fleece.

c. Remove all tags. Throw solid tags away.
They have low sale value, will lower the grade
of the fleece if in, will discolor bright wool
and may cause mold.

5. Tie each fleece separately-

6. Tie carefully with the cut side out. In tying
fold in the sides, then the ends, and roll it up. In this
way the best wool is seen on the outside.

7. Use only paper wool twine.

8. Store in a dry, clean place, free from sunlight.
Keep covered.

9. Be proud of a well-conditioned, honest fleece—
it will pay.
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