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WOMEN'S 'SECOND CHANCE'
PROGRAM BEGINS IN STATE

(FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE)

Minneapolis----"Operation: Second Chance'" is the title of a one-year program
that got under way this week at the University of Minnesota, involving potentially
all colleges in the state.

The "second chance" is being given to mature women who wish to start or continue
their college education after an interval, ususlly, as housewife and mother. The
program involves statewide counseling for such women through colleges and junior
colleges all over the state.

Helping the colleges provide such counseling is where the University comes
in. Its Minnesota Planning and Counseling Center for Women, an outgrowth of the
old "Minnesota Plan," will provide advice and services to any college in the state
that wants to provide this counseling service. In charge of the University's
effort is Catherine Warrick, who has the title of statewide coordinator and who
began work this week.

The program is both experimental and unique in the United States. It is funded
by a one-year grant from the U.S. Office of Education (under the provisions of Title
I of the Higher Education Act of 1965), one of four Title I grants given the
University. (The funds are administered through the Minnesota Liaison and Facilities
Commission.)

"Our grant is for only $23,767," said Xathryn S. Randolph, director of the
Minnesota Planning and Counseling Center for Women, on the University's Minneapolis
campus. "It is an absolute minimum amount, because we wanted to prove that the
job can be done with very little money, using facilities that already exist on the

campuses, "
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. SECOND CHANCE -2
4:H - Miss Warrick's job will consist mainly of advising any college on how to estab-

lish a center for counseling women who wish to return to school. "Counselors in the
state's colleges and junior colleges are being hit with this problem and it's growing
every year," said Mrs. Randolph. "They write us and they visit us because the Uni-
versity was a pioneer in this field, so we are well aware of their problems all
around the state."

The University began its Minnesota Plan to help these women back in 1960, a
program that ran experimentally for five years under funds from the Carnegie Corp.
of New York. So successful and obviously needed was it, that it is now being
continued as a regular University service and it has been studied by interested
personnel from many different states. At least two state legislatures---New York and
California---are considering legislation which would establish similar programs in
their state college systems.

Mrs. Randolph emphasizes that the University's role definitely will pot be to
"go into a college to set up a center for counseling women. We will only give advice
on how such a center can be set up using the college's existing facilities, and
obviously we will only help when we are asked." Miss Warrick's job will involve
much travel to campuses that request such help. She also will establish a statewide
communications system among such centers, so that people working in this field
constantly know what is being done all over the states The job also will involve
serving as a liaison among governmental units that are involved in higher education,
community organizations, women's groups, and the various participating colleges.

Miss Warrick has spent much of the last year as a research analyst for the
Kentucky Commission on Higher Education, and has completed most of the requirements
for a doctor of philosophy degree from Indiana University with a double major:
English and higher education. She has taught college English for five years at
Pasadena College, where she earned her bachelor of arts degree, and has taught
education for two years at Indiana University. She holds a master of arts degree
from the University of Southern California. She is a native of Pasadena.

Anyone interested in learning more about "Operation: Second Chance" can write
to Miss Warrick at the Minnesota Planning and Counseling Center for Women, 219
Temporary North of Mines, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 55455.

Funds under Title I are made available for efforts which involve institutions
of higher learning in the solution of problems of the community.

N



