TS Ly
EXTENSION ON OKINAWA. Ralph Backstrom, now with the Navy ¢oing military & &

work on Okinawa, 1is using his experieunce gained in vo—ag oud extension work tea

the natives how to raise vegetables and fruits. He has organized a Pacific version

of 4-H work among the Okinawans. His work was reported by AP dispatch over signature

‘of Vern Haugland, famous war correspondent.

REPORT ON WASHINGTON CONFERENCE. Cletus Murphy and Evelyn Morrow were in Washington,
Ds Cu, July 10 and 11 as representatives of the national ‘organizations of county
agents and home demonstration agents at an executive conferexnces They met the new
Secretary of Agriculture, Clinton P, Anderson. They presented a report of the trip
at a state staff conference at University Farm July 30.

WHEAT GOAL 68, 875,000 ACRES,.RYE GOAL 2,572,000 ACRES. State wheat goals totaling
68,875,000 acres, and state rye goals totaling 2,572,000 acres for harvest in 1946,
have been announced by Secretary of Agriculture Clinton P. Anderson.

The sum of the wheat goals recommended by state goals comnittees compares with indi-
cated plantings of 68,808,000 acres for harvest this year and is within the national
goal of 67,000,000 to 70,000,000 acres recommended to the states on June 29 by the
War Food Administration. This goal would continue the high wartime production of
wheat.

The sum of the state-recommended rye goal for 1946 compares with indicated plantings
of 2,096,000 acres for harvest this year and with the 1946 goal of 2,800,00 acres
recommended by the War Food Administration on June 29.

CURRENT DEVALOPMENTS IN THE FARM REAT, ZISTATE MARKET, Farm real estate values con=
tinued to rise during the 4 months ended ' July 1, 1945, with an increase for the
country as a whole of about 3%, This increase brings the U.S. index (1912-14=100) to
130, a rise of 11% from July 1944, fThis level is 57% abot: the 1935~39 average and
less than one-fourth below the 1920 inflation peak., = The increase during the last 4
months is the same as reported for corresponding periods 1n each of the last 2 yearse
Since March 1941 values have risen 53%, or an average of 1% per month. The volume of
voluntary sales decreased 8% during the year ended March 1945 after having increased
for 6 consecutive years, reaching a peak almost 15% above that for the "boom" year
1919, Despité this decrease, the volume of sales last year continued at a level that
was higher than for any other year of record except 194&-44,

PRISONERS-OF-WAR, Some 55,000 prisoners are expected to be available to nonagricul=-
tural and nonmilitary establishments for work this summer and fall. Approximately
100,000 will be available for harvests, and about 180,000 will work at military in-
stallationse

Prisoners will be held in this country by the War Department until the end of the
agricultural season, for employment on farms and in incdustry, unless the labor market
pernits their return to Burope at an earlier date. Sick and wounded, officer and
noncommissioned officer prisoners—-who are not required to work under terms of the
Geneva convention=- will be repatrianted ag soon as possible. Current plans call for
removal of the entiré prisoner-of-war labor force from the Ve S. by March 1, 1946.

at tha latesto
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 MORE BUTTER IN AUGUST. Approximately 90 million pounds of creamery butter will be

available to civilains in August, in comparison with the average of about 80 million
pounds during the last few months. Reason is that the set-aside for Government
purchase has been reduced to 30 per cent for &ugust because of revised war require-
mentse The July set—aside percentage was 50 per cente

NEW RATION BOOK OUT IN DECEMBER, War Ration Book Five, "smaller than a dollar bill"

. and containing Jjust half as many stamps as the last book issued, will be distributed

through the public schools in December, the Office of Price Administration has
announced. At the same time, the new "A" gasoline ration book will be issued.

SHOE PRODUCTIOQN STEPPED UPa More leather shoes for civilians will be produced
during the last three months of this year than in any previous quarter of 1945, be=-
cause of scheduled cutbacks, the War Production Board and the Office of Price ‘Admin-
istration have announced. Shoes included in these estimates will teke some time to
find their way into retail stocks, OPA said. The shoe ration order is flexible
enough so that adjustments can be made promptly when the supply situation warrants
it, the agency added. }

* APPAREL WOOL. U. S. stocks were reduced from 745,000,000 pounds to 679,000,000

pounds during the 12 months ending March 3l, 1945, Practically all of that reduc=

-tion occurred in stocks of foreign wool held by the Defense Supplies Corporation.
. Stocks of domestic wools increased about 100,000,000 pounds in the same periods :

Unless CCC sales of wool increase materially in the remainder of 1945, sales again
will be smaller than production and there will be a further accumulation of stocks
of domestic woolse ; ]
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