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Our mission

● Develop standards-driven curation techniques

● Enhance curation capacity of digital data repositories

● Build a curation community

● Provide training and other resources

https://datacurationnetwork.org



Data Curation 
Network
● Collaborative staffing model

● Match data to curation experts

● Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

● Implementation phase (2018-2021) 
○ 8 partner institutions
○ 32 individuals

https://datacurationnetwork.org
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Curated repository for 
data underlying 

scientific publications

https://datadryad.org
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DRYAD CURATION CHALLENGES

Turns out, we are not the only ones facing these challenges!

Skills and expertise needed for a wide variety of data

● Numerous file formats

● Varied community standards

● Licensing
○ Data reuse
○ Software / code

Data packages 25379
Data files 80697
Curated per week >100
Journals 778
Integrated journals 137



Train the trainer

● Jira

Training
● Introduction to DCN

● “Piloting the Data 

Curation Network”

Webinars
Minneapolis - summer 

● Learn basic curation

● Identified challenges

● Shared resources

● Met DCN members

All Hands Meeting

PREPARATION FOR DCN LAUNCH



DCN PILOT

● Jira board up and running

● Weekly standup established

● “Practice” submissions completed

● First “real” submission completed



● Assigned in Jira

● Updated status on Kanban board

● Had weekly stand up for brief 
update

PROCESS



MOVING FORWARD: AN 
ITERATIVE PROCESS

● Determine how to handle things internally on an institutional level
○ When and how to submit to DCN
○ How to handle/prioritize curation assignments

● Continue developing shared resources (including each other)

● Refine and add procedures as needed

● Handle juggling expectations/requirements of local institutions 

● Ensure consistency



DCN VALUE FOR 
CURATORS

● Not a one-way street / not just volunteering time to do curation

● Provides networking / collaboration opportunities

● Leads to development of standards

● Opportunity to contribute to something bigger



Thanks!

https://datacurationnetwork.org/

Any questions?
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