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Duluth -- Duluth eI71ployment hit a recorc mark for July, 

according to the Duluth Business Index released today. 

The July mark of 96.7 per cent of the labor force eIPployed 

was the highest for the month since 1957 , stated DBI authors Dr. Cecil 

H. Meyers, professor and head of economics at UMJ\ and. Glerm 0. 

Gronseth, research analyst for the Minnesota State Employment Service. 

They reported Employment Service figures showing t he number 

of July job opportunities up four per cent over June . Most openings 

were in the clerical, service and. labor occupations. 

The DBI is published by t he UMD Department of Economics in 

cooperation with the Miru1esota Department of Employment Security~ the 

Duluth Chamber of Commerce and the Duluth Industrial Bureau . 

Overall, July business activity showec a three point clrop 

from the previous month. July's index was 129 comparec to 132 in 

June (1957-59 = 100.) 

A 17 point gain over June was noted in freight carloar1 ings , 

primarily the result of the 27 per cent jump in rail receipts of gndn. 

Meyers and Gronseth notec1 settlerrent of the Seaway strike and oiversion 

of wheat from Canacian norts ·t o Duluth as factors in the increase. , 

Other index barometers showing increases from June to July 

were bank c1ebits, telephone usage, crnunercial electric power usa.ge s iron 

ore shipments and state metal J11ining employment. 
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Duluth Business Inc.ex 
Add 1 

Mont~ to month declines were reported in the value of 

buildinr; pemits , postal receipts, residential electric power usafe~ 

coal receipts, lake cargo other than whea.t and Duluth retail sales. 

July business was up one index point over last year. Of the 

15 components that make up the DBI, five were c_own from 1?.st year. 

Losses were recorded in building pennits, iron ore shipments, lake 

cargo other than grain, retail sales enc. metal mining employment. 

The unadjustec1- retail sales index for Duluth was coi'm 

eight per cent from a year ago. Nationally$ sales rose 10 per cent 

during the same period. For the yeqr to date, the unadjustecl average 

of retail sales ran 2.4 per cent above the saJPe seven months of 1967. 
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