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THROUGH THE BODY Features
Work of Eleven Minnesota Artists

he Weisman Art Museum’s summer exhibition,
Through the Body, presents a group of eleven

Minnesota artists whose work deal with the

human body, its representation, and innovative
expressive modes for its interpretation. The exhibition
opens on Friday, July 12 and runs through Sunday,

September 1, 1996.

The subject of the body is one of widespread fascina-
tion in the art world today, with such internationally-
known artists as Cindy Sherman, Lorna Simpson, and
Thomas Ruff examining the meanings of our bodies in
their art. Through the Body will localize this national and
international concern and provide an important forum for

Minnesota artists tackling
this stimulating area of con-
temporary art.

Minnesota artists repre-
sented in this exhibition
include nationally-recog-
nized artists Dorit Cypis
and Lynn Lukkas, as well
as a cadre of emerging
artists including Jessica
Crawford, the team of
Michael and Abigail Mouw,
Shannon Kennedy, the team
of Laurie Phillips and
Heather Ray, Stevie
Rexroth, and the team of

Mark Barlow and Keith Braafladt.

The exhibition includes a range of
media, from two-dimensional work on
the wall to three-dimensional sculpture,

to installation, to performance art. All of the artists

make use of their own bodies, as well as those of others,

as a ground for working through the vexing problems of

representation and identity.

Serving a guest curators for this exhibition are Diane
Mullin and Patricia Briggs, independent contemporary art
curators who also teach art history at such institutions as
the Minneapolis College of Art and Design, the College of
Visual Arts in St. Paul, Washington University in St.
Louis, and the University of Wisconsin, Stout. Working
closely with these two scholars is Weisman Art Museum

curator Patricia McDonnell.

Artist Harriet Bart
Featured in Second

Artists Laurie Phillips and
Heather Ray will project a series
of images on the stainless steel
exterior of the Weisman Art
Museum. Entitled Big Women:
The Weisman HHluminations,
the projections will run between
9:30 and 11:00 p.m. on the
evenings of July 11, 12, and 13.
The best views of the images
will be on the pedestrian level of
the Washington Avenue Bridge
or directly across the river from
the museum on the University's
west bank campus. The projec-
tions are part of the museum’s
summer exhtbition entitled
Through the Body, featuring
the work of eleven Minnesota
artists.

Weisman Sculpture Plaza

Installation

m rtist Harriet Bart will be featured as the second Minnesota artist to
/ \ '\ create a site-specific work for the sculpture plaza adjoining the
AWeisman Art Museum at the University of Minnesota. The work,
entitled Harvest, will be dedicated on June 27, 1996. It will join a work
by artist Kate Hunt entitled Clearing, installed as the inaugural Weisman

sculpture plaza project in July 1995.

Three Minnesota artists, Harriet Bart, Kate Hunt, and Kaveh Shakikhan,
were chosen in 1994 to receive commissions to create works of art for the

Helmut Lohr’s
INTERNATIONAL
LIBRARY Project
at Weisman

he Weisman Art Museum presents
The International Library, a special
exhibition featuring artwork from an
ongoing project by German artist Helmut Lohr
in which Lohr and a group of artists communi-
cate through the exchange of book-objects.
First exhibited by the Center for Book Arts
in New York, the show opens at the Weisman
on Friday, June 28 and runs through October
6, 1996.
Lohr creates his art by utilizing pages
of text from existing commercially-printed
books; after removing the covers, he tears
and re-layers the pages so that the book is
transformed into a purely visual, sculptural
work. Lohr then sends two of these books to
each artist and asks them to participate by
further altering them to express their own
artistic response to his work.
Many of the works in the exhibition reveal a
distinct view of the book as a cultural artifact,
particular social concerns, or the unique aes-

thetic interests of the artist. Some of the artists have
created traditional leather covers, boxes, or slipcases for
the books, while others have painted, wrapped in wire,
or incorporated the books into larger sculptural works
using unusual materials like feathers, plaster, and even

condoms.

The second installation in the
Weisman Art Museum Sculpture
Plaza project features Minnesota
artist Harriet Bart. Bart’s sculpture,
entitled Harvest, will be dedicated
on June 27, and will join a sculpture
by artist Kate Hunt, whose work
inaugurated the three-year project,
Sfunded by the Jerome Foundation
and the R.C. Lilly Foundation.

Photo: Warren Bruland

Weisman’s sculpture plaza. The
competition featured entries from a
field of 65 emerging Minnesota artists
and was a collaboration between the
museum, the Jerome Foundation, and
the R.C. Lilly Foundation. The final
work in the project, by Kaveh
Shakikhan, will be installed in the
summer of 1997.

Harriet Bart has created a sculp-
ture that addresses the agricultural
origins of Minnesota, the University
of Minnesota, and the University’s
role as a land-grant institution.

Key elements of Harvest include a
sculpture/corncrib filled with books,
constructed on the east terrace of
the museum; benches made of straw-

bales; and a small stand of corn, which will be cultivated
on the east side of the museum.

The creative process for this project has stretched
throughout the University community with the participation
of faculty from the University’s department of agronomy
and student members of the Gopher Crops and Soil Club.
Funding for this project was provided by the Jerome

Foundation and by the R.C. Lilly Foundation.
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2come a Weisman
Museum Tour Guide

Be part of the excitement
Gain valuable volunteer experience

the Weis-guides

Applications are
being taken for
volunteer tour guides.
Training begins
September 1996.

Contact Susan Rotilie, tour guide program coordinator,
at 625-9623 for an application. Application deadline is



THROUGH THE

Related Programs

All programs are free of charge.

The Trouble with the
Body: Surveying the Body
in 20th-Century Art

Slide lecture with Patricia Briggs

and Diane Mullin

Thursday, July 18, 7 p.m.

William G. Shepherd Room

The human figure as a traditional
subject in art often disappeared in
the 20th century, replaced by
abstraction. The curators of Through
the Body, Patricia Briggs and Diane
Mullin, will consider both where the
body has been absent and where it
has appeared in art of this century,
concluding with the contemporary
works in the Weisman exhibition.
They will discuss how critical and
philosophical ideas have shaped
modern understandings about repre-
sentations of the body.

Corpus Redux: The
Retirrn to the Body in
1990s Art

Amelia Jones

Thursday, July 25, 7 p.m.
William G. Shepherd Room

In this slide lecture, Amelia Jones
will address the theoretical and polit-
ical implications of artists’ return to
an interest in the body in the 1990s
after more than a decade of its sup-
pression as a subject for art. She will
explore the historical connections
between recent work and the early
1970s body art that aggressively

privatepartsinpieces,
a new site-specific
dance choreographed
Jor the Weisman Art
Museum by Beth
Corning, will be
presented in the
museum galleries on
Thursday, August 1,
at 12:15 p.m. and

7 p.m. Corning is a
guest choreographer
and instructor in the
University’s dance
program this sum-
mer. For further
information, call

(612) 625-9494.

ODY

inserted the artist’s body into works
of art. Amelia Jones is an associate
professor of contemporary art and
theory at the University of California-
Riverside and is author of Postmod-
ernism and the Re-Engendering of
Marcel Duchamp and a forthcoming
book on performance art.

privatepartsinpieces
New site-specific dance peformance
choreographed by Beth Corning
Thursday, August 1, 12:15 p.m.
and 7 p.m.

Weisman Galleries

Beth Corning, director of Corning
Dance & Company, will create a site-
specific dance, performed in the
Weisman galleries by members of her
company and by advanced dance stu-
dents enrolled in the University’s
summer repertory workshop. In two
performances, privatepartsinpieces
will explore the issue of the body as
chameleon, as an ever-shifting center
for emotional and physical expres-
sion. Beth Corning is a guest choreo-
grapher and instructor in the
University’s dance program this sum-
mer. Her critically-acclaimed dance
company has been in residence in the
Twin Cities since 1993 and is known
for work that is provocative, theatri-
cal, and lyrical. This program is co-
sponsored by the University’s dance
program in the department of theatre
arts and dance.

Screening the Body
Film and Video Program
Thursday, August 8, 7 p.m.
William G. Shepherd Room

This program features the film and video
work of Twin Cities-based artists who, like
the artists in the Through the Body exhibi-
tion, focus on the body as a means of
exploring identity. Exhibition curators
Diane Mullin and Patricia Briggs will
introduce the program and lead a discus-
sion after the screening.

Body Work

A noontime series that actively explores
body/mind/spirit connections
Tuesdays, July 16 - August 13,
12:15-1:15 p.m.

Meet in the Dolly Fiterman Riverview

Gallery

Experience your body in new ways as

the Weisman becomes a workout and
relaxation space in this series of participa-
tory programs. Work through your

body in aerobics, yoga, and Body-Mind
Centering™ classes. These classes

are designed for people of all fitness
levels and previous experience and are co-
sponsored by the University’s department
of recreational sports.

Tuesday, July 16: URBAN
WORKOUT™ with Nancy Anderson,
one of the reigning fitness gurus of the
Twin Cities, an international presenter in
the fitness industry, and owner of Sweat
Systems, Inc. Her innovative workout

will begin in the Weisman and move
outside to use campus and riverfront
areas, including fences, walls, and park
benches found along the way.

Tuesday, July 23: Hip Hop
Aerobics (instructor TBA by Nancy
Anderson)

Tuesday, July 30: URBAN
WORKOUT™ with Nancy Anderson

Tuesday, August 6: Yoga-A class
that emphasizes body-mind-spirit with
Milissa Link, certified yoga instructor.
Wear comfortable clothes and bring a
towel or mat for floor work.

Tuesday, August 13: Body-Mind
Centering™ with Margie Fargnoli,
certified practitioner in Body-Mind
Centering™ and a registered movement
therapist. This new approach to body-
work and movement emphasizes the
relationship of all levels of the body—
cellular to organic systems—uwith
consciousness. Wear comfortable clothes
and bring a towel or mat for floor work.

RENOWNED CELLIST JANOS |

STARKER IN CONCERT AT

THE WEISMAN

egendary cellist Janos Starker —

will make a rare Twin Cities

concert appearance at the Weisman
Art Museum in a program featuring F

works by J.S. Bach, Ludwig van
Beethoven, and Zoltan Kodaly.

Proceeds from the July 8 concert

will benefit the University’s summer

string program, Bravo! The concert,

co-sponsored by the Colleagues of

the Weisman Art Museum, begins at

8 p.m. Tickets run from $15 general

admission to $500 concert “Angel” level-with stops in between.
This will be a very popular event and seating is limited. For advanced
purchase of tickets, phone (612) 624-0846.

EISMAN ART

MusEUM

Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum at the University of Minnesota
333 East River Road, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455

The Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum at the University of Minnesota is located on the east bank

of the Minneapolis campus, adjacent to Coffman Memorial Union and the Washington Avenue Bridge.

The museum is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, and from 10 a.m.

to 8 p.m. on Thursday. Weekend hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The museum is closed on Monday and

on all major and some University holidays. Parking is available in the museum garage located at
7k 4 garag

333 East River Road. The galleries and parking area are accessible to the handicapped by an

elevator on the northwest corner of the building.

All exhibitions presented by the Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum are free.
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