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News Release

United Against Human Trafficking Presentation and Panel Discussion

By Elizabeth Tollefson on Thursday, January 7, 2016

“ In an effort to raise awareness on the troubling subject of human trafficking, the University of Minnesota
Crookston will host an evening dedicated to the topic. On Thursday, January 28, 2016, everyone is invited to attend "United against
Human Trafficking” from 7 to 9 p.m. in Kiehle Auditorium. The program will begin with the video presentation "Look beneath the
Surface: Identifying Victims of Human Trafficking in the U.S" followed by a panel discussion.

Panelists include Monica Miller (photo, left), Northwest Regional Navigator, Support Within Reach, Bemidji, Minn.; Paul Biermaier
(photo,left, below), Chief, Crookston Police Department; and Stephanie Pry (photo, right), Polk County Coordinated Victim Services,
Victim Assistance Specialist. re—

Monica Miller is a mother, honors college graduate, and a passionate advocate for victims of sexual
exploitation. She grew up in a small town in southern Minnesota. At the age of 13, she became a victim of
sexual exploitation. Through her teen and adult years had been involved with gangs, drugs and a violent life
style. After getting her life on track Monica attended and graduated from Bemidji State University with a B.S. in
Social Work and a minor in Chemical Dependency. She currently works at Support Within Reach helping to
bring awareness, training and services for youth who have been sexually exploited in the 15 county area
including Kittson, Roseau, Lake of the Woods, Koochiching, Marshall, Beltrami, Itasca, Pennington, Polk, Red
Lake County, Clearwater, Cass, Hubbard, Mahnomen, and Norman.

Stephanie Pry is a Victim Assistance Specialist for Polk County, working primarily with victims of Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault. Ms. Pry began her career in victim services in 2002 and in 2003, Ms. Pry received her professional certificate in Victim
Assistance Advanced Level from the Advanced Institute on Victim Studies, from Washburn University. In 2012 Ms. Pry was
nominated and awarded the Battered Women's Legal Advocacy Project Journey of Hope Award for outstanding and dedicated
services to victims of domestic violence.

In an effort to end this modern day slavery, the United Way Worldwide recently launched the Center on Human
Trafficking & Slavery and January has been set aside as Human Trafficking Awareness Month. There are more than 20 million
victims of human trafficking around the world and education is the best way for parents, educators, and concerned citizens to
learn the signs and how to be an advocate. While the evening is open to all, it is best suited to ages 13 and up.

To learn more, visit the Center on Human Trafficking & Slavery website at www.unitedway.org/our-impact/featured-
programs/end-human-trafficking.

The event is sponsored by United Way of Crookston, the U of M Crookston Office of Community Engagement, and Residential Life.
For more information, contact Katya Zepeda, executive director of United Way of Crookston at 218-281-1715, or on campus, contact
Lisa Loegering, assistant director of community engagement at 218-281-8526.

The University of Minnesota Crookston now delivers 34 bachelor's degree programs, 22 minors, and 39 areas of emphasis on
campus as well as 14 degree programs entirely online. These degrees are offered in the areas of agriculture and natural
resources; business; liberal arts and education; and math, science and technology. With an enrollment of 1,800 undergraduates
from more than 20 countries and 40 states, the Crookston campus offers a supportive, close-knit atmosphere that leads to a
prestigious University of Minnesota degree. 'Small Campus. Big Degree.” To learn more, visit www.umcrookston.edu.
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