
Student Senate Consultative Committee (SSCC) 
October 16, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting 
  
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor 
are they binding on, the senate, the administration, or the Board of Regents. 
  
[​In these minutes: ​SSCC Updates; Approval of Docket for the October 21, 2020, Meeting of the 
Twin Cities Delegation of the Student Senate; Approval of Docket for the November 5, 2020, 
Meeting of the Student Senate; Discussion of a Student Senate Statement for Principles 
Regarding Any Legislation on Public Safety, Equity, Access, and/or Diversity] 
  
PRESENT: ​​Briggs Tople (chair), Gunnar Frahm (vice chair), Sydney Bauer (ranking student 
senator), Agléška Cohen-Rencountre, Annie Counihan, Jack Flom, Erika Swant, Paul Hendrickx 
(alternate for Manpreet Singh), Justin Goetz 
 
REGRETS: ​MyLe Luong, James Farnsworth 
 
ABSENT: ​Jasmine Pryor 
  
GUESTS:​ None 
 
OTHERS:​ Bri Keeney 
 
Chair Briggs Tople welcomed the committee, and members introduced themselves.  
 
1. SSCC Updates - ​Tople opened the floor to SSCC members for updates from their respective 
campus student associations or constituencies and the responses were as follows: 

● Jack Flom, SSCC representative, Minnesota Student Association (MSA), stated that 
MSA recently approved a resolution in support of S/N grading for the rest of the school 
year.  

● Annie Counihan, SSCC representative, University of Minnesota Duluth Student 
Association (UMDSA), shared that Duluth senators have been meeting with their college 
deans as required by UMDSA duties. Additionally, they have been working on several 
issues around accessibility, mental health, and registering for the upcoming election.  

● Erika Swant, SSCC representative, Professional Student Government (PSG), said PSG 
leadership recently met with Dr. Cedric Alexander to discuss public safety on campus 
and have been working on issues, including expanding COVID-19 testing to the West 
Bank campus and expanding S/N grading options. Additionally, PSG is creating an 
emergency grant by reallocating funds from existing grants that aren't being used due to 
COVID-19. 

● Sydney Bauer, ranking student senator, stated that she recently attended a shared 
governance event with University Extension where she provided an overview of what the 
Student Senate does. Additionally, Bauer has been working with other senators to 
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develop a resolution on mental health with an emphasis on access to telehealth services as 
well as the monthly Student Senate newsletter for October. 

● Gunnar Frahm, vice chair, shared that he recently had a meeting with the Office for 
Equity and Diversity (OED) and the new tribal relations liaison in order to work on a 
statement regarding land acknowledgment to be sent to the Office of the President. Frahm 
added that he was also recently elected to be chair of the Student Committee on 
Committees and attended a meeting of the Senate Committee on Educational Policy 
(SCEP) to discuss the S/N grading topic.  

● Bri Keeney, assistant to the president, Office of the President, mentioned that their office 
had received the land acknowledgement statement and are working to determine next 
steps which could involve further consultation with other senate committees.  

● Paul Hendrickx, student body president, Crookston Student Association (CSA), informed 
the committee that he was filling in for Manpreet Singh and added that the Board of 
Regents recently approved the new academic calendar for the spring semester. 

● Tople updated the committee regarding the search committee for the new vice president 
for the Office of Student Affairs and noted that  the process is moving forward with 
interviews. Additionally, he too visited with SCEP regarding the S/N grading issue as 
well as the Senate Consultative Committee regarding a proposed resolution around 
disarming the University of Minnesota Police Department (UMPD).  

 
2. Approval of ​Docket for the October 21, 2020, Meeting of the Twin Cities Delegation of 
the Student Senate​ -  ​Tople explained that he had several student senators contact him about 
holding a meeting of the Twin Cities Delegation in order to discuss several topics pertinent to the 
Twin Cities campus, including housing, dining, discipline, and testing during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Tople explained that the proposed docket includes guests to discuss those areas. 
 
Tople moved to approve the docket for the October 21, 2020, meeting of the Twin Cities 
Delegation of the Student Senate. The motion was seconded by Flom and after no further 
discussion, was unanimously approved.  
 
3. Approval of ​Docket for the November 5, 2020, Meeting of the Student Senate​ - ​Tople​ ​then 
provided an overview of the planned docket for the first regular meeting of the Student Senate of 
the year. He indicated that there would be a number of items, including the possible amending of 
the Student Senate Constitution and Bylaws. Tople indicated that there was additionally a request 
to place a symbolic vote on the approval of a proposed University Senate Bylaws amendment to 
create a committee on campus safety. After discussion, members agreed that the item should be 
placed on the docket.  
 
Bauer moved to approve the docket for the November 5, 2020, meeting of the Student Senate. 
The motion was seconded by Counihan and after no further discussion, was unanimously 
approved.  
 
4. Discussion of a ​Student Senate Statement for Principles Regarding Any Legislation on 
Public Safety, Equity, Access, and/or Diversity​ - ​Tople introduced a proposed statement 
regarding principles on public safety, equity, access, and diversity. He stated that the intent of the 
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statement was to be a guide for students as they think about legislation that may be introduced 
throughout the year. Tople then gave an overview of the draft language. Several committee 
members agreed that the statement was a good idea. Flom suggested adding additional language 
that would mention marginalized communities such as LGBTQ+, and Tople agreed to make 
those changes. Tople further stated that this item would be discussed at the November 5, 2020, 
meeting of the Student Senate. 
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Chris Kwapick 
University Senate Office 
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